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vocabulary

aioyOve (D) spoil, disgrace, disfigure,
mar

&vaioyvvtog shameless; shameful
eixf] haphazardly; in vain

¢Eamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
EEeMéyyw convict, refute, test
gmelddy when, after

gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
ETMLTUYYOV® meet, attain

xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
XOTIYOPOG accuser

xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
opoloyéw agree with/to

Tt0avog persuasive

ofina -tog (n, 3) a thing said

oMtwp public speaker

Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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accuser
[persuasive
and yet; and in

fact; although

be false, deceive; (mid) to

lie
|trick, cheat
spoil, disgrace convict, refute, test
Isp g
when,
after
|[shameless; shameful
lagree with/to
public
speaker
[truth
|a thing said
[marshal, array haphazardly; in

vain

meet, attain
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How you, O Athenians, have been affected by my accusers, I cannot tell; but I know
that they almost made me forget who I was— so persuasively did they speak; and
yet they have hardly uttered a word of truth. But of the many falsehoods told by
them, there was one which quite amazed me;— I mean when they said that you
should be upon your guard and not allow yourselves to be deceived by the force
of my eloquence. To say this, when they were certain to be detected as soon as I
opened my lips and proved myself to be anything but a great speaker, did indeed
appear to me most shameless— unless by the force of eloquence they mean the
force of truth; for if such is their meaning, I admit that I am eloquent. But in how
different a way from theirs! Well, as I was saying, they have scarcely spoken the
truth at all; but from me you shall hear the whole truth: not, however, delivered
after their manner in a set oration duly ornamented with words and phrases. No,
by heaven! but I shall use the words and arguments which occur to me at the
moment; for I am confident in the justice of my cause (Or, I am certain that I am
right in taking this course.): at my time of life I ought not to
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vocabulary

#AAOOL elsewhere, abroad
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
owalw judge

SLXooTHELOY court

dwaotig -0d (m, 1) judge, juror
EBdopnxovro 70

efoetut go in; come in range; come to
mind ~ion

eloinut (mid) speed to ~jet

clwOa be accustomed, in the habit
&v0ade here, hither

NAxio time of life, contemporaries
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
LELPGXLOY youngster

mopinut dangle; pass over, allow ~jet
TAGoow form ~plaster

TPETW be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

TPOG30xXAwW expect

Tpocdoxéw be thought besides
Tpoocéyw direct to; think about
oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
ouyylyvwoxw acknowledge; pardon
Tpamelo a table ~trapezoid
tpamededs -og (m) dog at a table
~trapezoid

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker
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perhaps;|be conspicuous,
is it notjpreeminent

. : 507
time of life, con-youngster |form
temporaries

dangle; pass
over, allow

be accustomed,
in the habit

|defend one’s conduct

elsewhere, roar,
abroad cheer;
disturb
court
[70
here,
hither
acknowledge; perhaps; is
pardon it not so?

worse, more base

direct to;
think about
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be appearing before you, O men of Athens, in the character of a juvenile orator—
let no one expect it of me. And I must beg of you to grant me a favour:— If I
defend myself in my accustomed manner, and you hear me using the words which
I have been in the habit of using in the agora, at the tables of the money-changers,
or anywhere else, I would ask you not to be surprised, and not to interrupt me
on this account. For I am more than seventy years of age, and appearing now for
the first time in a court of law, I am quite a stranger to the language of the place;
and therefore I would have you regard me as if I were really a stranger, whom
you would excuse if he spoke in his native tongue, and after the fashion of his
country:— Am [ making an unfair request of you? Never mind the manner, which
may or may not be good; but think only of the truth of my words, and give heed
to that: let the
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vocabulary

avolntée investigate, discover
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
&pety goodness, excellence

xoirep even if

XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
XOTNY0POG accuser

xpeioowv more powerful; better
pretéwpog up in the air ~meteor

méAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TopahopBave receive, undertake,
associate with

oMtwp public speaker

60¢0¢ skilled, clever, wise

@11 speech, rumor ~fame
Pevdi|g lying, false ~pseudo-
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excel-  |public
lence  |speaker
|defend one’s conduct
lying, |accuse; indicate
false
accuser
accuser
leven if
receive, undertake, as- accuse;
sociate with indicate
skilled, [up in the air
clever, wise
investigate,
discover
speech,
rumor
accuser
accuser

accuse; indicate
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speaker speak truly and the judge decide justly.

And first, I have to reply to the older charges and to my first accusers, and then
I will go on to the later ones. For of old I have had many accusers, who have
accused me falsely to you during many years; and I am more afraid of them than
of Anytus and his associates, who are dangerous, too, in their own way. But far
more dangerous are the others, who began when you were children, and took
possession of your minds with their falsehoods, telling of one Socrates, a wise man,
who speculated about the heaven above, and searched into the earth beneath, and
made the worse appear the better cause. The disseminators of this tale are the
accusers whom [ dread; for their hearers are apt to fancy that such enquirers do
not believe in the existence of the gods. And they are many, and their charges
against me are of ancient date, and they were made by them in the
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vocabulary

dAoyog without speech or reckoning
&vofBiBage make to mount, promote
avomeifw (aor, plupf) seduce,
persuade; (mp, pf, aor ppl) trust, obey,
be confident in

amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
dmopog impassable, difficult

&pTt at the same time

dtafoAy slander

dtocdg double

ENEYyw shame; try, examine

€vtot some

évtavbol there

NAxio time of life, contemporaries
®oTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
XOTYOQOG accuser

ULELPAXLOV youngster

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

hAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
oxtopoxén shadow-box
®06vog malice, envy
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time of life, con-
temporaries

|[some [youngster
laccuse; indicate  |defend one’s conduct
without speech

or reckoning

[malice, envy [slander (aor, plupf) seduce, per-
suade; (mp, pf, aor ppl)
trust, obey; be confident in

impassable, make to mount,
difficult promote
[there |shame; try, examine

|shadow-box |defend one’s conduct
|shame; try, examine
|double laccuser

at thelaccuse; indicate
same
time

|defend one’s conduct

|accuse; indicate

|defend one’s conduct
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days when you were more impressible than you are now— in childhood, or it may
have been in youth— and the cause when heard went by default, for there was
none to answer. And hardest of all, I do not know and cannot tell the names of
my accusers; unless in the chance case of a Comic poet. All who from envy and
malice have persuaded you— some of them having first convinced themselves—
all this class of men are most difficult to deal with; for I cannot have them up here,
and cross-examine them, and therefore I must simply fight with shadows in my
own defence, and argue when there is no one who answers. I will ask you then to
assume with me, as I was saying, that my opponents are of two kinds; one recent,
the other ancient: and I hope that you will see the propriety of my answering
the latter first, for these accusations you heard long before the others, and much
oftener.

Well, then, I must make my defence, and endeavour to clear away in a short
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vocabulary

dueivewy comparative of ayaddg, noble
avoytyvooxe recognize, read,
understand, persuade

avodappave take up, recover, resume
amoloyéopon defend one’s conduct
OLofaAdw throw across; slander
~ballistic

dtafBoAy slander

gEopéw pick, steal; dedicate; destroy
~heresy

gmuyetpéw do, try, attack ~chiral
xoTyoplo accusation

XATNYOQOG accuser

xpeiocowy more powerful; better
xouedio comedy

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless

67N wherever, however

00PAVL0og heavenly

wepLepyalopot belabor, work too hard
on

TEPLPEP® carry around

@aoxw declare, promise, think ~fame
@Avopén talk foolishly

@Avopio nonsense
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|do, try, attack pick, steal; dedi-slander
cate; destroy
|better

|defend one’s conduct

lanyway, nevertheless wherever,
however

|defend one’s conduct

take up, re-
cover, resume

|slander

throw across;throw  across; accuser
slander slander

[read
belabor, work [heavenly
too hard on

|comedy
|carry around declare, promise,
think

[nonsense |talk foolishly
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time, a slander which has lasted a long time. May I succeed, if to succeed be for
my good and yours, or likely to avail me in my cause! The task is not an easy
one; I quite understand the nature of it. And so leaving the event with God, in
obedience to the law I will now make my defence.

I will begin at the beginning, and ask what is the accusation which has given rise to
the slander of me, and in fact has encouraged Meletus to proof this charge against
me. Well, what do the slanderers say? They shall be my prosecutors, and I will
sum up their words in an affidavit: «Socrates is an evil-doer, and a curious person,
who searches into things under the earth and in heaven, and he makes the worse
appear the better cause; and he teaches the aforesaid doctrines to others.” Such is
the nature of the accusation: it is just what you have yourselves seen in the comedy
of Aristophanes, who has introduced a man whom he calls Socrates, going about
and saying that he walks in air, and talking a deal of nonsense concerning matters
of which



vocabulary
&ripée (1) insult, dishonor

ATIOAOTI'TA

napTLG Witness
uétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion TodeVw raise; train

émoiw (o) listen to, perceive
gmiotu skill, knowledge
gmiyetpéw do, try, attack ~chiral

TOTOTE never
60@0g skilled, clever, wise
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[listen to, perceive |dishonor
skill, skilled,
knowledge clever, wise
[be among [witness
never |go through, debate

never

|go through, debate

raise; train |do, try, attack

raise; train
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I do not pretend to know either much or little— not that I mean to speak
disparagingly of any one who is a student of natural philosophy. I should be
very sorry if Meletus could bring so grave a charge against me. But the simple
truth is, O Athenians, that I have nothing to do with physical speculations. Very
many of those here present are witnesses to the truth of this, and to them I appeal.
Speak then, you who have heard me, and tell your neighbours whether any of you
have ever known me hold forth in few words or in many upon such matters...
You hear their answer. And from what they say of this part of the charge you will
be able to judge of the truth of the rest.

As little foundation is there for the report that I am a teacher, and take money;
this accusation has no more truth in it than the other. Although, if a man were
really able to instruct mankind, to receive money for giving instruction would, in
my opinion, be an honour to him. There is Gorgias of Leontium, and Prodicus of
Ceos, and Hippias of Elis, who go the round
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vocabulary

avépopon ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

&vOpomivog human

&moAeine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amohpmtave leave behind, fail
Gpeti goodness, excellence

€v0ade here, hither

gEept go forth; is possible ~ion
gmdnpén inhabit; visit

éntotdrng -ou (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

émtoTiuoy skillful, clever ~station
épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

irtmixdg of horses ~hippo

xtiiotg -oc (f) chattels

weBo6w rent out; (pass) be hired
woox0g calf (animal)

modamdg from what country, of what
sort?

76o0g how many, much, far?

mpoig -xdg (f) gift, dowry
cpoocépyopot come forward, surrender,
come in

Tpooxw belong to, it beseems
npbéootda (+ydotv) be grateful besides
mdAog (f) foal ~foal

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

cogiotig -0b (m, 1) expert

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

oopmog (@) all together

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

ovvovesia society, sex
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gift,
dowry
(+xGpLv)
here, skilled,
hither |[clever, wise
[inhabit; visit come forward, sur-
render, come in
lexpert |all together

lask, search through

|calf

rent out; (pass)

be hired
belong to, it be-jexcellence
seems

lexcellence [human

[look, look at, watch

from what coun-lhow many, much, far?
try, of what sort?

be

grateful besides

[foal

|of horses

skillful,
clever

|chattels
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of the cities, and are able to persuade the young men to leave their own citizens by
whom they might be taught for nothing, and come to them whom they not only
pay. but are thankful if they may be allowed to pay them. There is at this time a
Parian philosopher residing in Athens, of whom I have heard; and I came to hear
of him in this way:— I came across a man who has spent a world of money on the
Sophists, Callias, the son of Hipponicus, and knowing that he had sons, I asked
him: «Callias,” I said, «if your two sons were foals or calves, there would be no
difficulty in finding some one to put over them; we should hire a trainer of horses,
or a farmer probably, who would improve and perfect them in their own proper
virtue and excellence; but as they are human beings, whom are you thinking of
placing over them? Is there any one who understands human and political virtue?
You must have thought about the matter, for you have sons; is there any one?”
«There is,” he said. «Who is he?” said I; «and of what country? and what does
he charge?” «Evenus the Parian,” he replied; «he
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vocabulary

&AAolog of another kind ~alien
amodeixvopt (0) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

Yobv at least then

o1mov perhaps; is it not so?
otaPoAy] slander

éppelng harmonious

éniotopot know how, understand
~station

épiotnut set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

poxopile congratulate ~macarism

wvé& mina

moilw play ~pediatrician
TepLoc0g prodigious, superfluous
760y from where?

molog what kind
Tpoaypotevopot work at

copto skill; wisdom ~sophistry
Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

vroAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@11 speech, rumor ~fame
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|congratulate

[craft [harmonious

take under one’s support,
seize; speak up; imagine

mina

|at least then

[know

|slander

speech,
rumor

|of another kind

show, point out; ap-
point; (mid) declare

perhaps; is
it not so?
prodigious, [work at
superfluous
[truth
[what kind [skill;

wisdom

|slander

[play
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is the man, and his charge is five minae.” Happy is Evenus, I said to myself,
if he really has this wisdom, and teaches at such a moderate charge. Had I the
same, I should have been very proud and conceited; but the truth is that I have
no knowledge of the kind.

I dare say, Athenians, that some one among you will reply, «Yes, Socrates, but what
is the origin of these accusations which are brought against you; there must have
been something strange which you have been doing? All these rumours and this
talk about you would never have arisen if you had been like other men: tell us,
then, what is the cause of them, for we should be sorry to judge hastily of you.”
Now I regard this as a fair challenge, and I will endeavour to explain to you the
reason why I am called wise and have such an evil fame. Please to attend then.
And although some of you may think that I am joking, I declare that I will tell
you the entire truth. Men of Athens, this reputation of mine has come of a
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vocabulary

avorpéw take up ~heresy
avoQEpw bring up ~bear
&vOpomivog human

dovopot get, win

&pTt at the same time

otaPoAy] slander

éniotopot know how, understand
~station

Epopo ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

0opuvBéw roar, cheer; disturb
xotépyopot come down, out from

%xtwduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

povtedopon to divine ~mantis
ropTupéw testify, bear witness
paptopopon (D) call to witness; protest
rapTLg Witness

76te when?

co@ia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
o60@0g skilled, clever, wise

oupeebyn flee with; take refuge
6(Q0dp0g vehement

@uy" flight, means of escape ~fugitive
Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-



36

AIIOAOTI'TA

avlpwmivy copla® 7 dvTL yap kwduvebw TavTHY €lvar
’ G \ 4 k24 o S/ b4 /’ \ N
oopds. obroL 8¢ Tdy dv, ovs dpTi ENeyov, uellw Twa 1)
1% ’ \ 5 n > o 7N/ >
kat dvlpwmov copiav codol elev, 1) ovk Exw T{ Aéyw* 0
yap O Eywye avT)v €mioTapal, aA\ 60Tis Ppnot PevdeTal
Te kal €ml StaBoly) Th €éuij Aéyer. kal poi, @& dvdpes
Abnvato, un OopvBionre, und €éav doéw T Vuiv uéya
/’ . > \ > \ > ~ \ ’ o N /’ > >
AEYEW® OV yap €UOV €PM TOV AOYoV OV av A€yw, aAA €Ls
> /7 o ~ \ /’ > ’ ~ \ b4 ~ b ’
aéilypewv Vuiv Tov Aéyovta avolow. Tijs yap €uis, el &1
7 > 7 \ ¢/ 4 < ~ /7 \ \
T(s €0Tw codia Kal ola, udpTvpa Vulv Tapéfopar Tov Heov

Tov év Aehpois. Xawepdvra yap loTe mov.

Od7os €uds Te €Taipos M €k véou kal vuwv T TADel
e ~ /7 \ 14 \ \ 7 \ € ~

€Talpds Te€ kal ouvépuye THY puyny TavTyy kal puell Vuwv
katfiNbe. kal loTe O olos N Xawepwv, ws ododpos
€p OTL opunoeer. kai 07 moTe Kal €ls Aehpovs eNdwv
> /’ ~ ’ 4 ¢/ /4 \
€TOANunoe TOUTO pavtevoaclar— kai, Omep Aéyw, ui)

-~ 5 ¥ > \ \ » > ~ ¥

BopuvBeire, & dvdpes— 1jpeTo yap On €l TS €uod e
oopwrTepos. avethev ovv 1) [Tvbia undéva codpwrrepov elvad.

Kal TOUTwY TEPL 0 AdeApOs DUy aiToD 0UTOOL LapPTUPTIOEL,



AIIOAOTI'TA

[human encounter danger; ,(+inf)
there is a danger that
skilled, |at the same time

clever, wise

skill; skilled,
wisdom |clever, wise
be false,
(mid) to lie
|slander

roar, cheer;
disturb

[bring up

[witness

ovppedyw?: fleelflight, means

with; takelof escape
refuge; or
|come down, out f c%ﬁ(pal')Yu)?: [vehement
flee with; take
refuge
[to divine
roar, cheer;
disturb
skilled, clever|take up skilled,

wise clever, wise
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deceive;
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certain sort of wisdom which I possess. If you ask me what kind of wisdom, I reply,
wisdom such as may perhaps be attained by man, for to that extent I am inclined
to believe that I am wise; whereas the persons of whom I was speaking have a
superhuman wisdom which I may fail to describe, because I have it not myself;
and he who says that I have, speaks falsely, and is taking away my character.
And here, O men of Athens, I must beg you not to interrupt me, even if I seem
to say something extravagant. For the word which I will speak is not mine. I
will refer you to a witness who is worthy of credit; that witness shall be the God
of Delphi— he will tell you about my wisdom, if I have any, and of what sort it
is. You must have known Chaerephon; he was early a friend of mine, and also a
friend of yours, for he shared in the recent exile of the people, and returned with
you. Well, Chaerephon, as you know, was very impetuous in all his doings, and he
went to Delphi and boldly asked the oracle to tell him whether— as I was saying,
I must beg you not to interrupt— he asked the oracle to tell him whether anyone
was wiser than I was, and the Pythian prophetess answered, that there was no man
wiser. Chaerephon is dead himself; but his brother, who is in court,
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vocabulary

aivicoopon hint, speak in riddles
dmopéw be confused, distressed
amogaivew display, declare

deixvopt (D) show, point out

o1mov perhaps; is it not so?
otaPoAy] slander

OtoAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtaoxoméw consider from all angles
elrep if indeed

EAéyyw shame; try, examine
évBupéopon (D) take to heart
évtodba there, here

Cirenotg —cwg (f) search, inquiry
0éutg -tog (f) custom, law

pavreiov prophetic warning ~mantis
woytg with difficulty, barely

60ev whence

76te when?

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oxomdg (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

o60@0g skilled, clever, wise

oVvoLdo. know about someone; think
proper

Televtdw bring about, finish ~apostle
@aoxw declare, promise, think ~fame
XeNoWog oracular response

Pe0dw» be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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bring about,
finish
[look, look at, watch
[whence |slander

[take to heart
[hint

some-|skilled,
clever, wise

know about
one; think proper

skilled, clever, per-
wise haps; is|
it not
|custom, law s0?
with difficulty, search,
barely inquiry

[there, herelif indeed

amine

oracular
response

consider from
all angles

|go through, debate

skilled,
clever, wise

shame; try, ex-

declare, promise,
think

be false, deceive;
(mid) to lie

be confused,
distressed

skilled,
clever, wise

prophetic
warning

skilled,
clever, wise

[show
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will confirm the truth of what I am saying.

Why do I mention this? Because I am going to explain to you why I have such an
evil name. When I heard the answer, I said to myself, What can the god mean?
and what is the interpretation of his riddle? for I know that I have no wisdom,
small or great. What then can he mean when he says that I am the wisest of
men? And yet he is a god, and cannot lie; that would be against his nature. After
long consideration, I thought of a method of trying the question. I reflected that
if I could only find a man wiser than myself, then I might go to the god with a
refutation in my hand. I should say to him, «Here is a man who is wiser than I
am; but you said that I was the wisest.” Accordingly I went to one who had the
reputation of wisdom, and observed him— his name I need not mention; he was a
politician whom I selected for examination— and the result was as follows: When
I began to talk with him, I could not help thinking that he was not really wise,
although he was thought wise by many, and still wiser by himself; and thereupon
I tried to explain to him
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vocabulary

avoyxoatlog coerced, coercing, slavery
ameyOdavopar become hated ~external
améyOopon be hated, incur hatred
~external

Yobv at least then

évtodba there, here

évtedlev thence

gpekfjg in order, in a row
#wduvebe encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

Aoyilopon reckon, consider
Auéw (D) annoy, distress

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
0003£TEP0g neither

oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
XeNowog oracular response
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skilled, [thence
clever, wise

reckon,
consider

skilled,
clever, wise

encounter danger; (+inf) therelneither
is a danger that

|at least then skilled,
clever, wise

[thence
skilled, clever,
wise

[there, here

[in order, in a row
annoy;, [become hated anyway, nhever-

distress theless

oracular
response
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that he thought himself wise, but was not really wise; and the consequence was
that he hated me, and his enmity was shared by several who were present and
heard me. So I left him, saying to myself, as I went away: Well, although I do not
suppose that either of us knows anything really beautiful and good, I am better
off than he is,— for he knows nothing, and thinks that he knows; I neither know
nor think that I know. In this latter particular, then, I seem to have slightly the
advantage of him. Then I went to another who had still higher pretensions to
wisdom, and my conclusion was exactly the same. Whereupon I made another
enemy of him, and of many others besides him.

Then I went to one man after another, being not unconscious of the enmity which
I provoked, and I lamented and feared this: but necessity was laid upon me,—
the word of God, I thought, ought to be considered first. And I said to myself, Go
I must to all who appear to know, and find out the meaning of the oracle. And I
swear to you, Athenians, by the dog I swear!— for I must tell you the truth— the
result of my mission was just
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vocabulary

aioyOve (D) spoil, disgrace, disfigure,
mar

&upodvg ignorant

avodappave take up, recover, resume
a0TOPWEOG notoriously, manifestly
d0vpapfog (1) dithyramb

évoeng inadequate

évtad0Oa there, here

g¢mtdeixvopt (0) display, exhibit
gmeenig fitting ~icon

c0ooxtpém be esteemed
xotaAopBave seize, understand, catch,
overtake; (mp) happen ~epilepsy
povteio oracular power

6uwg anyway, nevertheless

TAGvy wandering

moinpa -tog (n, 3) work, deed
mounrig -o0 (m, 1) maker, author
mowtég made, well-made ~poet
Tovéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
Tévog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
Tpoypotedopot work at

coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
Toaywdio tragedy, serious poem
@oabdlog trifling

@EOvLog sensible, prudent

@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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[be esteemed
[inadequate
[trifling [fitting

sensible, |[wandering
prudent

display, [toil, suffering [work
exhibit

oracular
power

tragedy, seri-
ous poem

|dithyramb [there, here

notoriously,
manifestly

seize, understand, catch, over-lignorant
take; (mp) happen

take up, recover, [work, deed
resume

|[work at

spoil, |anyway, nevertheless
disgrace
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this: I found that the men most in repute were all but the most foolish; and
that others less esteemed were really wiser and better. I will tell you the tale
of my wanderings and of the «Herculean” labours, as I may call them, which I
endured only to find at last the oracle irrefutable. After the politicians, I went to
the poets; tragic, dithyrambic, and all sorts. And there, I said to myself, you will
be instantly detected; now you will find out that you are more ignorant than they
are. Accordingly, I took them some of the most elaborate passages in their own
writings, and asked what was the meaning of them— thinking that they would
teach me something. Will you believe me? I am almost ashamed to confess the
truth, but I must say that there is hardly a person present who would not have
talked better about their poetry than they did themselves. Then I knew that not
by wisdom do poets write poetry, but by a sort
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vocabulary

apdotypoe -toc (n, 3) failure, fault
AVEPWTAL question

amoxpdTTe hide away ~cryptic
onuLovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

évtedlev thence

gEepydlopoat accomplish; undo
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

méaBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

Tepuyiyvopon surpass; survive; attain
~genus

TOLYELG grassy ~pastor

Tmoinotg -ewg (f) creation

mounrig -0 (m, 1) maker, author
mowntég made, well-made ~poet
métepog which, whichever of two
coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60pog skilled, clever, wise

oVvoLdo know about someone; think
proper

tehevtaw bring about, finish ~apostle
teheuTi] conclusion, fulfilment ~apostle
Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

XeLtpotéyvng -ov (m, 1) artisan
XeNoWog oracular response

Pe0dw» be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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an experience, passion,

condition

skilled, clever,

wise
[thence
surpass; survive;
attain
lartisan

know about some-
one; think proper

be false, = deceive;know
(mid) to lie

skilled,
clever, wise

[know

[failure, fault

public
worker

|craft |accomplish; undo

skilled, clever,
wise

skill; [hide away
wisdom

oracular |which,
response |[whichever

skilled,
clever, wise

|question
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of genius and inspiration; they are like diviners or soothsayers who also say many
fine things, but do not understand the meaning of them. The poets appeared to
me to be much in the same case; and I further observed that upon the strength
of their poetry they believed themselves to be the wisest of men in other things in
which they were not wise. So I departed, conceiving myself to be superior to them
for the same reason that I was superior to the politicians.

At last I went to the artisans. I was conscious that I knew nothing at all, as I may
say, and I was sure that they knew many fine things; and here I was not mistaken,
for they did know many things of which I was ignorant, and in this they certainly
were wiser than I was. But I observed that even the good artisans fell into the
same error as the poets;— because they were good workmen they thought that they
also knew all sorts of high matters, and this defect in them overshadowed their
wisdom; and therefore I asked myself on behalf of the oracle, whether I would
like to be as I



vocabulary

Gpodvg ignorant
&v0pdmivog human
é&oty inhabitant

&0t townsman

&otu -cwc (n, 3) town
Bopvg heavy ~baritone
dtaPoly slander
éxaotote each time
EEeléyyw convict, refute, test
gEétaolg scrutiny
gneltddv when, after
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é€pevvaw hunt for

#wdvvedo encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

Avortedéw (D) be useful
rapddetypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent

Tepietpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60@0g skilled, clever, wise

X0Mowog oracular response
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skill; [ignorant
'wisdom
oracular
response
|be useful
|scrutiny
[heavy |slander
skilled,
clever, wise

leach time skilled,

clever, wise
convict, re- encounter danger; (+inf)
fute, test there is a danger that
skilled, oracular
clever, wise response
[human

model,
precedent
skilled, clever,
'wise
[truth skill;
wisdom
be superior to; be lefhunt for
over; still exist
skilled, when,

clever, wise after

57



58 ATIOAOTI'TA

was, neither having their knowledge nor their ignorance, or like them in both; and
I made answer to myself and to the oracle that I was better off as I was.

This inquisition has led to my having many enemies of the worst and most
dangerous kind, and has given occasion also to many calumnies. And I am called
wise, for my hearers always imagine that I myself possess the wisdom which I find
wanting in others: but the truth is, O men of Athens, that God only is wise; and by
his answer he intends to show that the wisdom of men is worth little or nothing;
he is not speaking of Socrates, he is only using my name by way of illustration,
as if he said, He, O men, is the wisest, who, like Socrates, knows that his wisdom
is in truth worth nothing. And so I go about the world, obedient to the god, and
search and make enquiry into the wisdom of any one, whether citizen or stranger,
who appears to be wise; and if he is
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
dmopéw be confused, distressed
d&oyolio business, being busy
avToportog self-willed, accidental
~after

apOovio abundance

eita then, therefore, next
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
évtedlev thence

¢Eetalwm inspect, interrogate, estimate
EmoxolovOéw chase; accrue
gmelddy when, after

gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral

¢powTaw ask about something
xpeiocowy more powerful; better
retéwpog up in the air ~meteor
pLtapog stained, polluted ~miasma
wpéopon (1) imitate, represent
poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics
6pYiCw anger, provoke, annoy
mevio poverty ~osteopenia
TAobotog wealth ~plutocrat
60@og skilled, clever, wise

G)OAY rest, leisure

@Lthocoéw philosophize, study
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address, skilled,
consider clever, wise
business,
being busy
rest,
leisure
110,000
|chase; accrue
rest, [wealth
leisure
self-willed, inspect, interro-
accidental gate, estimate
|often imitate, then,
represent next
|do, try, attack inspect, interro-
gate, estimate
labundance
[thence
inspect, interrogatelanger, pro-
estimate voke, annoy
stained,
polluted
when, lask
after
|be ignorant of

be confused, philosophize,

distressed

study

[up in the air
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not wise, then in vindication of the oracle I show him that he is not wise; and my
occupation quite absorbs me, and I have no time to give either to any public matter
of interest or to any concern of my own, but I am in utter poverty by reason of
my devotion to the god.

There is another thing:— young men of the richer classes, who have not much to
do, come about me of their own accord; they like to hear the pretenders examined,
and they often imitate me, and proceed to examine others; there are plenty of
persons, as they quickly discover, who think that they know something, but really
know little or nothing; and then those who are examined by them instead of being
angry with themselves are angry with me: This confounded Socrates, they say;
this villainous misleader of youth!— and then if somebody asks them, Why, what
evil does he practise or teach? they do not know, and cannot tell; but in order that
they may not appear to be at a loss, they repeat the ready-made charges which are
used against all philosophers about teaching things up in the clouds and under
the earth, and having
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vocabulary

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

ameyfavopor become hated ~external
amoxpVmTw hide away ~cryptic

dre as if; since

&yOopot be burdened with
dnuLovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

OLofaAdw throw across; slander
~nballistic

dtafoly slander

gumipmAinue fill with

gEapéw pick, steal; dedicate; destroy

~heresy

xoitot and yet; and in fact; although
xot@dnAog manifest, visible

od¢ obatoc (n) ear

maAot long ago ~paleo

T&AN wrestling ~Pallas

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
T0avog persuasive

TPOoTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

oMtwp public speaker

6(Q0dp0g vehement

o¥ed0v near, approximately at
~ischemia

TEXUNELOV sign; proof
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give over to; pre-

tend
|as if; since [vehement
|persuasive

[fill with lear
throw  across;
slander

public

speaker
|slander pick, steal; dedi-

cate; destroy

[hide away

and yet; andlabout
in fact; al-

though
[become hated | ig%l;1 roof

|slander

manifest,
visible

[vehement

|be burdened with
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no gods, and making the worse appear the better cause; for they do not like to
confess that their pretence of knowledge has been detected— which is the truth;
and as they are numerous and ambitious and energetic, and are drawn up in battle
array and have persuasive tongues, they have filled your ears with their loud and
inveterate calumnies. And this is the reason why my three accusers, Meletus and
Anytus and Lycon, have set upon me; Meletus, who has a quarrel with me on
behalf of the poets; Anytus, on behalf of the craftsmen and politicians; Lycon, on
behalf of the rhetoricians: and as I said at the beginning, I cannot expect to get rid
of such a mass of calumny all in a moment. And this, O men of Athens, is the truth
and the whole truth; I have concealed nothing, I have dissembled nothing. And
yet, I know that my plainness of speech makes them hate me, and what is their
hatred but a proof that I am speaking the truth?— Hence has arisen the prejudice
against me; and this is the reason of it, as you will find
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vocabulary

ay®v -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amoloylo verbal defense
datpévlog voc: you crazy guy
d0ebpo here, come here!

EyxAnpa -tog (n, 3) accusation
gEetalwm inspect, interrogate, estimate
g¢mtdeixvopt (0) display, exhibit
%xowvog new, fresh, strange
XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate

XATNYOQOG accuser

»N0w distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

UéAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

TPOoTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

TWDITTOTE Never

omovdalw be busy, earnest ~repudiate
omoudi zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate
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accuser accuse;
indicate
verbal
defense
|defend one’s conduct
|accuser
[new, fresh, strange

laccusation laccusation

inspect, interro-
gate, estimate

gathering
place

zeal; (dat). with
difficulty, hastily

give over to; pre- be busy, earnest
tend

|distress [never |be in/on the mind

display,
exhibit

|here, come here!
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out either in this or in any future enquiry.

I have said enough in my defence against the first class of my accusers; I turn to
the second class. They are headed by Meletus, that good man and true lover of
his country, as he calls himself. Against these, too, I must try to make a defence:—
Let their affidavit be read: it contains something of this kind: It says that Socrates
is a doer of evil, who corrupts the youth; and who does not believe in the gods
of the state, but has other new divinities of his own. Such is the charge; and now
let us examine the particular counts. He says that I am a doer of evil, and corrupt
the youth; but I say, O men of Athens, that Meletus is a doer of evil, in that he
pretends to be in earnest when he is only in jest, and is so eager to bring men to
trial from a pretended zeal and interest about matters in which he really never had
the smallest interest. And the truth of this I will endeavour to prove to you.

Come hither, Meletus, and
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vocabulary {oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
aioypog shameful xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
duelvwy comparative of dyaddg, noble  xoatnyopéw accuse; indicate
BéAtioTog best, noblest UéAw concern, interest, be one’s
ofjAog visible, conspicuous responsibility

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror punvow disclose, betray, accuse
elodyw lead in ~demagogue Todedw raise; train

éEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka otydw (1) be silent

g€owTdw ask about something TEXUNOLoY sign; proof
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best,
noblest

imitate, liken

to, guess

|be in/on,the mind
find; [lead in
discover

[be silent

and yet; and|shameful
in fact; al-

though
P |be in/on the mind
[better
lask best,
noblest
judge,
juror

[raise; train

visible,
conspicuous

accuse;
indicate

disclose, be-
tray, accuse

|sign; proof
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let me ask a question of you. You think a great deal about the improvement of
youth?

Yes, I do.

Tell the judges, then, who is their improver; for you must know, as you have taken
the pains to discover their corrupter, and are citing and accusing me before them.
Speak, then, and tell the judges who their improver is.— Observe, Meletus, that
you are silent, and have nothing to say. But is not this rather disgraceful, and
a very considerable proof of what I was saying, that you have no interest in the
matter? Speak up, friend, and tell us who their improver is.

The laws.

But that, my good sir, is not my meaning. I want to know who the person is, who,
in the first place, knows the laws.

The judges, Socrates, who are present in court.

What, do you mean to say, Meletus, that they are able to instruct and improve
youth?

Certainly they are.



vocabulary

axpoatig -od (o, m, 1) listener
apOovio abundance

BovAsvtiig -00 (m, 1) councillor
~volunteer

ATIOAOTI'TA

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

7étepog which, whichever of two
®EeAéw help, be useful
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'which,
whichever

[help, be useful

[listener

|councillor

|councillor

|abundance
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What, all of them, or some only and not others?
All of them.

By the goddess Here, that is good news! There are plenty of improvers, then. And
what do you say of the audience,— do they improve them?

Yes, they do.
And the senators?
Yes, the senators improve them.

But perhaps the members of the assembly corrupt them?— or do they too improve
them?

They improve them.

Then every Athenian improves and elevates them; all with the exception of myself;
and I alone am their corrupter? Is that what you
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vocabulary

dueivewy comparative of ayaddg, noble
apédeta indifference, negligence
amogaivew display, declare
d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
cloayw lead in ~demagogue
g¢mdeixvopt () display, exhibit
gpwThw ask about something
eddatpovia prosperity

g@ov being, animal; picture
irtmixdg of horses ~hippo
xOTOYLYVOoxw judge negatively
LéAw concern, interest, be one’s

responsibility

oixéw inhabit ~economics
Tavtwg by all means

métepog which, whichever of two
cavtod yourself

ca@g clear, understandable
obveLpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

6@4dpa very much

@povtilw consider, ponder

@Vw produce, beget; clasp ~physics
®O@ehéw help, be useful
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[judge negatively

[very much
by
means
produce, produce,

beget; clasp |beget; clasp

[help, be useful

consider,
ponder
|yourself |indifference,
negligence
[lead in

[inhabit [better

|of horses

alllperhaps; is

it not so?

|display, exhibit

clear,
under-

1. -
|be i S{?{E%e mind

display,
declare

which,
whichever

lask
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affirm?
That is what I stoutly affirm.

I am very unfortunate if you are right. But suppose I ask you a question: How
about horses? Does one man do them harm and all the world good? Is not the
exact opposite the truth? One man is able to do them good, or at least not many;—
the trainer of horses, that is to say, does them good, and others who have to do
with them rather injure them? Is not that true, Meletus, of horses, or of any other
animals? Most assuredly it is; whether you and Anytus say yes or no. Happy
indeed would be the condition of youth if they had one corrupter only, and all the
rest of the world were their improvers. But you, Meletus, have sufficiently shown
that you never had a thought about the young: your carelessness is seen in your
not caring about the very things which you bring against me.

And now, Meletus, I will ask you another question— by Zeus I will: Which is
better, to live among bad citizens, or among good ones? Answer, friend, I say; the
question is one which
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vocabulary éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving in
&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic too easily

&éxwy unwilling TAnoiog near, neighboring

axwv javelin; unwilling ~acme métepog which, whichever of two
BAd&mtew break, make fail 60@0g skilled, clever, wise

debpo here, come here! oOvept be with; have sex ~ion
ofita emphatic 37 TnAixog of such an age

&YY0g near ®EeAéw help, be useful

eloayw lead in ~demagogue
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[help, be useful

[pbreak, make fail

lemphatic o7

which, [lead in
whichever

[willingly

lemphatic o7

near

near
be with;break, make fail
have sex

[here, come here!

[willingly

skilled,
clever, wise

[very

|be ignorant of
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may be easily answered. Do not the good do their neighbours good, and the bad
do them evil?

Certainly.

And is there anyone who would rather be injured than benefited by those who live
with him? Answer, my good friend, the law requires you to answer— does any
one like to be injured?

Certainly not.

And when you accuse me of corrupting and deteriorating the youth, do you allege
that I corrupt them intentionally or unintentionally?

Intentionally, I say.

But you have just admitted that the good do their neighbours good, and the evil
do them evil. Now, is that a truth which your superior wisdom has recognized
thus early in life, and am I, at my age, in such darkness and ignorance as
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vocabulary

&éxwy unwilling

axwv javelin; unwilling ~acme
apdptypo -tog (n, 3) failure, fault
dotpéviog voc: you crazy guy
debpo here, come here!

dfAog visible, conspicuous

elodyw lead in ~demagogue

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving in
too easily

%xowvog new, fresh, strange
#tvduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)

there is a danger that

réAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

vovOestéw remind, warn

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
TOTOTE Never
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ouyylyvopat associate with, meet, have

sex ~genus
olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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be with; havelencounter danger; (+inf) there is

sex a danger that
[willingly
be false, deceive;
(mid) to lie
[failure, fault
here, comellead in
here!
[remind, warn|visible,
conspicuous
associate with,
meet, have sex
here, [lead in
come
) here!

[lead in
visible,
conspicuous

never be in/on thelanyway, nevertheless

mind
visible,
conspicuous

[new, fresh, strange
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not to know that if a man with whom I have to live is corrupted by me, I am very
likely to be harmed by him; and yet I corrupt him, and intentionally, too— so you
say, although neither I nor any other human being is ever likely to be convinced
by you. But either I do not corrupt them, or I corrupt them unintentionally; and
on either view of the case you lie. If my offence is unintentional, the law has no
cognizance of unintentional offences: you ought to have taken me privately, and
warned and admonished me; for if I had been better advised, I should have left off
doing what I only did unintentionally— no doubt I should; but you would have
nothing to say to me and refused to teach me. And now you bring me up in this
court, which is a place not of instruction, but of punishment.

It will be very clear to you, Athenians, as I was saying, that Meletus has no care
at all, great or small, about the matter. But still I should like to know, Meletus,
in what I am affirmed to corrupt the young. I suppose you mean, as I infer from
your indictment, that I teach them not to acknowledge the gods which the state
acknowledges, but some
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vocabulary

&0eo0g godless; by the gods

dwaotig -0d (m, 1) judge, juror
éyxoréw demand payment; accuse
Oavpaorog wonderful

AtBog (f) stone ~monolith
Tovtamoaoty altogether; yes, certainly

Topbmoy completely

Tétepog which, whichever of two
co@ig clear, understandable
gAYV moon

6@46dpa very much

toivuy well, then
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[very much
[well, then
clear, under-
standable
'which,
whichever
|completely |godless; by the gods
demand pay- altogether;
ment; accuse yes, certainly
|completely
[wonderful
[moon
judge,
juror

|stone moon
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other new divinities or spiritual agencies in their stead. These are the lessons by
which I corrupt the youth, as you say.

Yes, that I say emphatically.

Then, by the gods, Meletus, of whom we are speaking, tell me and the court, in
somewhat plainer terms, what you mean! for I do not as yet understand whether
you affirm that I teach other men to acknowledge some gods, and therefore that I do
believe in gods, and am not an entire atheist— this you do not lay to my charge.—
but only you say that they are not the same gods which the city recognizes— the
charge is that they are different gods. Or, do you mean that I am an atheist simply,
and a teacher of atheism?

I mean the latter— that you are a complete atheist.

What an extraordinary statement! Why do you think so, Meletus? Do you mean
that I do not believe in the godhead of the sun or moon, like other men?

I assure you, judges, that he does not: for he says that the sun is stone, and the
moon earth.
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vocabulary

aivtypo -tog (n, 3) dark saying
é&xohaotio debauchery

axoractog wild, licentious

ametpog untested; infinite

ameipwy boundless

amtoTog not trusting, not trustworthy
~stand

&po interrogative pcl

dromog strange, unnatural, disgusting
BtBAiov paper, book

Yépo be full of

yobppa -tog (n, 3) writing, letter
yooappatede -og (m) clerk,
schoolmaster

otaTelpdiw test; have experience in

dpayun drachma

éviote sometimes

gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
xotayehdw laugh at, deride
®OTAQPOVE® scorn; think of
XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate

veodng -tog (f, 3) youth ~neon
molopot buy

TPOoTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

ooutod yourself

60@og skilled, clever, wise
ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
UBotg -cwg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
OBoLoTig -0 (m, 1) wanton, savage
®véopat buy
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accuse;
indicate
scorn; think of
[paper, book
[be full of
sometimes
|drachma
[laugh at, deride give over to;
pretend
strange, unnatu-
ral, disgusting
not trusting, not
trustworthy
[yourself
wanton, |wild, licentious
savage
[hubris |debauchery [youth
dark say-lhearken, mark interrogative pcl
ing
skilled,

clever, wise
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Friend Meletus, you think that you are accusing Anaxagoras: and you have but a
bad opinion of the judges, if you fancy them illiterate to such a degree as not to
know that these doctrines are found in the books of Anaxagoras the Clazomenian,
which are full of them. And so, forsooth, the youth are said to be taught them
by Socrates, when there are not unfrequently exhibitions of them at the theatre
(price of admission one drachma at the most); and they might pay their money,
and laugh at Socrates if he pretends to father these extraordinary views. And so,
Meletus, you really think that I do not believe in any god?

I swear by Zeus that you believe absolutely in none at all.

Nobody will believe you, Meletus, and I am pretty sure that you do not believe
yourself. I cannot help thinking, men of Athens, that Meletus is reckless and
impudent, and that he has written this indictment in a spirit of mere wantonness
and youthful bravado. Has he not compounded a riddle, thinking to try me? He
said to himself:— I shall see whether the wise Socrates will
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vocabulary

av0pmetog human

oAt -0D (m, 1) flute player
doatpdviog voc: you crazy guy

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

clwOa be accustomed, in the habit

gEamatdw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
trrxog of horses ~hippo

xottot and yet; and in fact; although
moilw play ~pediatrician
Topattéopot entreat; beg for; decline
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and yet; and in fact;play
although

entreat; beg for;
decline

be accustomed,
in the habit

roar, cheer;
disturb

flute
player

trick, cheat

roar,
cheer;
disturb

[human

|of horses

la god, fate, doom

101



102 AIIOAOITA

discover my facetious contradiction, or whether I shall be able to deceive him and
the rest of them. For he certainly does appear to me to contradict himself in the
indictment as much as if he said that Socrates is guilty of not believing in the gods,
and yet of believing in them— but this is not like a person who is in earnest.

I should like you, O men of Athens, to join me in examining what I conceive to be
his inconsistency; and do you, Meletus, answer. And I must remind the audience
of my request that they would not make a disturbance if I speak in my accustomed
manner:

Did ever man, Meletus, believe in the existence of human things, and not of human
beings?... I wish, men of Athens, that he would answer, and not be always trying
to get up an interruption. Did ever any man believe in horsemanship, and not in
horses? or in flute-playing, and not in flute-players? No, my friend; I will answer
to you and to the court, as you refuse to answer for yourself. There is no man
who ever did. But now please to answer the next question: Can a man believe in
spiritual and divine agencies, and not in spirits or demigods?
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vocabulary

aivicoopon hint, speak in riddles
avayxage force, compel

doatpdviog voc: you crazy guy

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

d1mov perhaps; is it not so?

dtopvopt (D) swear solemnly

dtouvdw swear solemnly

elrep if indeed

eite if, whenever; either/or

fitot truly; either, or

%ovog new, fresh, strange

woytg with difficulty, barely
vo0og bastard

voupa nymph; bride

oporoyéw agree with/to

ovivnue help, please, be available
00%0oDY not so?; and so
ToAotdg old ~paleo
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help, please, bewith difficulty,
available barely

[force, compel [not so?; and so

new, [if, |old
fresh, |when-
strange |ever;
ei-
ther/or

a god, fate|perhaps; is
doom it not so?
|agree with/to
la god, fate, doomitruly;
either,
or
not  so?;fif la god, fate, doom
and so indeed
la god, fate, doom
[hint

la god, fate, doom

la god, fate, doom [pastard
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He cannot.

How lucky I am to have extracted that answer, by the assistance of the court! But
then you swear in the indictment that I teach and believe in divine or spiritual
agencies (new or old, no matter for that); at any rate, I believe in spiritual
agencies,— so you say and swear in the affidavit; and yet if I believe in divine
beings, how can I help believing in spirits or demigods;— must I not? To be sure
I must; and therefore I may assume that your silence gives consent. Now what are
spirits or demigods? Are they not either gods or the sons of gods?

Certainly they are.

But this is what I call the facetious riddle invented by you: the demigods or spirits
are gods, and you say first that I do not believe in gods, and then again that I
do believe in gods; that is, if I believe in demigods. For if the demigods are the
illegitimate sons of gods, whether by the nymphs or by any other mothers, of
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vocabulary

adixnpa -tog (n, 3) wrong, misdeed
dmoloyio verbal defense
dmomelpaopot try, try out

amopéw be confused, distressed
dromog strange, unnatural, disgusting
&opaw look away, at ~panorama
dopdvlog voc: you crazy guy

Saipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
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~demon

StaBoAn slander

éyxodéw demand payment; accuse
firniovog (f) mule ~hemisphere
Nowg hero ~hero

unyovi machine; mechanism, way
évop.at blame ~name

6vog (f) donkey ~onager

@06vog malice, envy
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strange, unnatu-
ral, disgusting

[mule
|donkey
[try, try out
demand pay- wrong,
ment; accuse misdeed
la god, fate, doom [hero
machine; mecha-
nism, way
verbal
defense

|slander [malice, envy
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whom they are said to be the sons— what human being will ever believe that there
are no gods if they are the sons of gods? You might as well affirm the existence of
mules, and deny that of horses and asses. Such nonsense, Meletus, could only have
been intended by you to make trial of me. You have put this into the indictment
because you had nothing real of which to accuse me. But no one who has a
particle of understanding will ever be convinced by you that the same men can
believe in divine and superhuman things, and yet not believe that there are gods
and demigods and heroes.

I have said enough in answer to the charge of Meletus: any elaborate defence is
unnecessary, but [ know only too well how many are the enmities which I have
incurred, and this is what will be my destruction if I am destroyed;— not Meletus,
nor yet Anytus, but the envy and detraction of the world, which has been the death
of many good
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vocabulary

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
ailoypdg shameful

aioyOvy (0) shame, dishonor
aioydve (D) spoil, disgrace, disfigure,
mar

avTtAéyw contradict, oppose
g¢mitidevpa -to¢ (n, 3) habit, business,
custom

gmutndeVw practice, pursue

gtolpog ready; fulfilled

Nuibzog -0d half-divine ~hemisphere
®OTAPEOVEW® scorn; think of
%tvduvebw encounter danger; (+inf)
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there is a danger that

OAtywpéw consider unimportant
dpehog -=og (n, 3) a use, a help
métepog which, whichever of two
méTrog fate ~petal

mpofupéopan (D) be eager

oxombw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

tehevtaw bring about, finish ~apostle
Tpepén (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been attacked
vropéve stay behind, await ~remain
@adhog trifling

@6vog killing ~offend
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habit, busi-|practice, encounter danger; (+inf) there
ness, custom |pursue is a danger that

a use, a help

which, unfair; ob-

whichever stinate, bad
|trifling

[half-divine [bring about, finish
scorn; think of |[shameful |stay behind, await
[be eager
[killing
[fate ready;
fulfilled
consider

unimportant
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men, and will probably be the death of many more; there is no danger of my being
the last of them.

Some one will say: And are you not ashamed, Socrates, of a course of life which
is likely to bring you to an untimely end? To him I may fairly answer: There you
are mistaken: a man who is good for anything ought not to calculate the chance of
living or dying; he ought only to consider whether in doing anything he is doing
right or wrong— acting the part of a good man or of a bad. Whereas, upon your
view, the heroes who fell at Troy were not good for much, and the son of Thetis
above all, who altogether despised danger in comparison with disgrace; and when
he was so eager to slay Hector, his goddess mother said to him, that if he avenged
his companion Patroclus, and slew Hector, he would die himself—«Fate,” she said,
in these or the like words, «waits for you next after Hector;” he, receiving this
warning, utterly despised
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vocabulary

aioypog shameful

&xBog -coc (n, 3) burden

BéAtioTog best, noblest

€v0a.de here, hither

évtadOo there, here

¢Eetdlw inspect, interrogate, estimate
%twduvebw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

%x0pwvig something crook-beaked or

curved ~crown

TGELg -cwg (f) arrangement, military
unit

Ttuepeée (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been attacked
vToAopPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@LAoco@éw philosophize, study
@povtilw consider, ponder
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take vengeance,

punish, aid
here,
hither
|curved [burden consider,
ponder
[truth
best,
noblest
[there, here
encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that
|[shameful
encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that
take  underfphilosophize,
one’s  sup-jstudy
. . ort,  seize;
inspect, interro- b } there, here

speak up;
imagine

gate, estimate
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danger and death, and instead of fearing them, feared rather to live in dishonour,
and not to avenge his friend. «Let me die forthwith,” he replies, «and be avenged
of my enemy, rather than abide here by the beaked ships, a laughing-stock and
a burden of the earth.” Had Achilles any thought of death and danger? For
wherever a man’ s place is, whether the place which he has chosen or that in
which he has been placed by a commander, there he ought to remain in the hour
of danger; he should not think of death or of anything but of disgrace. And this,
O men of Athens, is a true saying.

Strange, indeed, would be my conduct, O men of Athens, if I who, when I
was ordered by the generals whom you chose to command me at Potidaea and
Amphipolis and Delium, remained where they placed me, like any other man,
facing death— if now, when, as I conceive and imagine, God orders me to fulfil the
philosopher’ s mission of searching into myself and other men, I were to desert
my post through fear of death, or any



vocabulary

aioypog shameful

armetféw disobey
duaoThpLov court

eloayw lead in ~demagogue
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évtadOa there, here

xoitot and yet; and in fact; although
povreio oracular power

00OETOoTE never

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
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|court
oracular

power

skilled,
clever, wise

and yet; and in
fact; although

[there, here

skilled,
clever, wise

|disobey

|[shameful

never

[lead in

skilled,
clever, wise
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other fear; that would indeed be strange, and I might justly be arraigned in court
for denying the existence of the gods, if I disobeyed the oracle because I was
afraid of death, fancying that I was wise when I was not wise. For the fear of
death is indeed the pretence of wisdom, and not real wisdom, being a pretence
of knowing the unknown; and no one knows whether death, which men in their
fear apprehend to be the greatest evil, may not be the greatest good. Is not this
ignorance of a disgraceful sort, the ignorance which is the conceit that a man knows
what he does not know? And in this respect only I believe myself to differ from
men in general, and may perhaps claim to be wiser than they are:— that whereas
I know but little of the world below, I do not suppose that I know: but I do
know that injustice and disobedience to a better, whether God or man, is evil and
dishonourable, and I will never fear or avoid a possible
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vocabulary

aioydvn (D) shame, dishonor
aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace, disfigure,
mar

aAioxopot be captured ~helix
&omalopot greet, salute

d0ebpo here, come here!

Statpifo (11) wear down, delay
~tribology

elwba be accustomed, in the habit
éumvéw inspire; pass: recover ~apnea
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évdeinvopt (D) address, consider
émpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmiTndevw practice, pursue

iox0g -og () strength; body of troops
UN%ETL NO more

Tovtamoaoty altogether; yes, certainly
TopoxeAedopot recommend,
encourage

coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
@LAoc0@Ew philosophize, study
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[here, come here!

|practice, pursue
altogether;
yes, certainly
[no more

|[wear down, delay |philosophize, |be captured
study

|greet, salute

inspire; pass:

recover
philosophize, recommend,
study encourage
address,
consider
be accustomed,
in the habit
skill; strength; body of
wisdom troops

take care of,
oversee
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good rather than a certain evil. And therefore if you let me go now, and are not
convinced by Anytus, who said that since I had been prosecuted I must be put to
death; (or if not that I ought never to have been prosecuted at all); and that if I
escape now, your sons will all be utterly ruined by listening to my words— if you
say to me, Socrates, this time we will not mind Anytus, and you shall be let off,
but upon one condition, that you are not to enquire and speculate in this way any
more, and that if you are caught doing so again you shall die;— if this was the
condition on which you let me go, I should reply: Men of Athens, I honour and
love you; but I shall obey God rather than you, and while I have life and strength
I shall never cease from the practice and teaching of philosophy, exhorting any one
whom I meet and saying to him after my manner: You, my friend.— a citizen of
the great and mighty and wise city of Athens,— are you not ashamed of heaping
up the greatest amount of money and honour and reputation, and caring so little
about wisdom
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vocabulary

auoloBnrée dispute

Gpety goodness, excellence

&otlg townsman

BéAtioTog best, noblest

onuootog public, the state

&YY0g near

ENGytoTog smallest, shortest, fewest
ENEYYw shame; try, examine

gEetalwm inspect, interrogate, estimate

émpeléopon take care of, oversee
Eoopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

xTOopoL acquire, possess

6vetdiw upbraid, reproach
Teptépyopon go around; come next to
o@46dpa very much

@oadAog trifling

@povtilw consider, ponder
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[truth best,

noblest

take care of|consider,
oversee ponder

take care of,
oversee

|dispute

lask, search through

inspect, interro-jshame; try, examine
gate, estimate

lexcellence [reproach
smallest, short- [trifling
est, fewest
[townsman [townsman

near

go around;
come next to

take care of,
oversee

[very much

lexcellence lexcellence
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and truth and the greatest improvement of the soul, which you never regard or
heed at all? And if the person with whom I am arguing, says: Yes, but I do
care; then I do not leave him or let him go at once; but I proceed to interrogate
and examine and cross-examine him, and if I think that he has no virtue in him,
but only says that he has, I reproach him with undervaluing the greater, and
overvaluing the less. And I shall repeat the same words to every one whom I
meet, young and old, citizen and alien, but especially to the citizens, inasmuch as
they are my brethren. For know that this is the command of God; and I believe
that no greater good has ever happened in the state than my service to the God.
For I do nothing but go about persuading you all, old and young alike, not to take
thought for your persons or your properties, but first and chiefly to care about the
greatest improvement of the soul. I tell you that virtue is not given by money, but
that from virtue comes money and every other good of man,
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vocabulary Ocuttog legal, righteous

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad 0opuvBéw roar, cheer; disturb
duelvewy comparative of dyaddg, noble  pndopog no one

attpde (1) punish, dishonor 6véw help, please, be available
BAamTw break, make fail évivnut help, please, be available
éupéve stay put, be faithful, fixed évop.at blame ~name

éEehadvw drive out, exile ~elastic xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,

gmyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral weaker
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|often
roar, cheer; stay put, be
disturb faithful, fixed
roar,
cheer;
disturb
no one
[pbreak, make fail
|preak, make fail
legal, [better 'worse, [break, make fail
righteous more base
|drive out punish,
dishonor

unfair; |do, try, attack
obsti-

nate,

bad
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public as well as private. This is my teaching, and if this is the doctrine which
corrupts the youth, I am a mischievous person. But if any one says that this is
not my teaching, he is speaking an untruth. Wherefore, O men of Athens, I say
to you, do as Anytus bids or not as Anytus bids, and either acquit me or not; but
whichever you do, understand that I shall never alter my ways, not even if I have
to die many times.

Men of Athens, do not interrupt, but hear me; there was an understanding between
us that you should hear me to the end: I have something more to say, at which
you may be inclined to cry out; but I believe that to hear me will be good for
you, and therefore I beg that you will not cry out. I would have you know, that if
you kill such an one as I am, you will injure yourselves more than you will injure
me. Nothing will injure me, not Meletus nor yet Anytus— they cannot, for a bad
man is not permitted to injure a better than himself. I do not deny that Anytus
may, perhaps, kill him, or drive him into exile, or deprive him of civil rights; and
he may imagine, and others may imagine, that he is inflicting a great injury upon
him: but there I do not agree. For the evil of doing as he is doing— the evil of
unjustly
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vocabulary

dmoloyéopon defend one’s conduct
&x0opot be burdened with

Blog life ~biology

Yélotog laughable; joking

Yevvatog noble, sincere ~genesis
otateAéw accomplish; keep doing
~apostle

ddotg -cwg (f) gift, loan ~donate
eita then, therefore, next
gEopoptdvew miss; err, do wrong
gmimépmo send after, again, to, besides
%0003 lie down

xotodneilopor vote against
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xNdw distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

%xpoV® hit, clap, knock

©éyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

uood -rtog (m) squinting; gadfly
v lazy

6vetdiw upbraid, reproach
Tavtood everywhere; completely
Tpoxetpon be placed by; be devoted to
mpootifnut add; impose; (mp) agree;
side with ~thesis

@ceidopot spare, not use/harm ~aphid
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|defend one’s conduct
[miss; err, do wrong lgift, loan

[vote against

laughable;
joking
noble, [tall, big [lazy
sincere
squinting;
gadfly
add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with
[reproach
everywhere;
completely
|spare
[be burdened with
[hit, clap, knock
then, there- [life [lie down
fore, next
accomplish; send after, again,
keep doing to, besides

|distress
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taking away the life of another— is greater far.

And now, Athenians, I am not going to argue for my own sake, as you may think,
but for yours, that you may not sin against the God by condemning me, who am
his gift to you. For if you kill me you will not easily find a successor to me, who, if
I may use such a ludicrous figure of speech, am a sort of gadfly, given to the state
by God; and the state is a great and noble steed who is tardy in his motions owing
to his very size, and requires to be stirred into life. I am that gadfly which God
has attached to the state, and all day long and in all places am always fastening
upon you, arousing and persuading and reproaching you. You will not easily find
another like me, and therefore I would advise you to spare me. I dare say that
you may feel out of temper (like a person who is suddenly awakened from sleep),
and you think that you might easily strike me dead as Anytus advises, and then
you would sleep on for the remainder of your lives, unless God in
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vocabulary

aitéw ask for ~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aperéw disregard; (impers.) of course
&voaioyvvtog shameless; shameful
Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
&vOpomivog human

amoAodw have use, have a benefit
G&petn goodness, excellence

dtomog strange, unnatural, disgusting
dnuootog public, the state

€v0évde hence

gmpeléopan take care of, oversee
xoTtovoéw notice, realize, learn
®oTNY0PEW accuse; indicate
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XATNYOQOG accuser

préprtug witness

©to06g reward, wages

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics
TopaxeAsvopot recommend,
encourage

mevio poverty ~osteopenia

Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

ToAAaod in many places
TOALTEAYIOVE® be too busy, meddle
mpooeLut approach, draw near; add
~ion

mpooinut be allowed near
ovpBoviedw give advice; (mid) consult
~volunteer

Opérepog (D) yours
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[hence

notice, realize, [human
learn
|disregard raise;
endure
|disregard [yours

take care of|excellence
oversee

reward,
wages

have use, have a
benefit

|accuser shameless;
shameful

accuse; indicate
[witness

reward, lask for
wages

'witness overt
1% Yy

strange, unnatu-
ral, disgusting

give advice;be superior to;be too busy, meddle
(mid) consult |be left over;
still exist

[yours

give advice;
(mid) consult

|often in many places
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his care of you sent you another gadfly. When I say that I am given to you by
God, the proof of my mission is this:— if I had been like other men, I should not
have neglected all my own concerns or patiently seen the neglect of them during all
these years, and have been doing yours, coming to you individually like a father or
elder brother, exhorting you to regard virtue; such conduct, I say, would be unlike
human nature. If I had gained anything, or if my exhortations had been paid,
there would have been some sense in my doing so; but now, as you will perceive,
not even the impudence of my accusers dares to say that I have ever exacted or
sought pay of any one; of that they have no witness. And I have a sufficient witness
to the truth of what I say— my poverty.

Some one may wonder why I go about in private giving advice and busying myself
with the concerns of others, but do not venture to come forward in public and
advise the state. I will tell you why. You have heard me speak at sundry times
and in divers
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vocabulary méAot long ago ~paleo

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad TG wrestling ~Pallas

avayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery TaA\w shake, brandish ~Pallas
amotpénw divert from ~trophy Topdvopog lawless, unlawful

&x0Bopot be burdened with TPOTPET® prompt, urge, compel; (mp)
Yvvorog born legitimate ~genus go, flee to ~trophy

dapdviog voc: you crazy guy TEXUNOLOV sign; proof

évavtiéopot oppose, contradict Ttpde () honor, exalt

gmuyetpéwn do, try, attack ~chiral ®EeAéw help, be useful
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|divert from prompt, urge, compel;

(mp) go, flee to

oppose,
contradict
oppose,
contradict
|do, try, attack
[help, be useful
[be burdened with
[born legitimate

oppose, unfair; ob-lawless,
contradict stinate, bad [unlawful

|sign; proof

[honor
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places of an oracle or sign which comes to me, and is the divinity which Meletus
ridicules in the indictment. This sign, which is a kind of voice, first began to
come to me when I was a child; it always forbids but never commands me to do
anything which I am going to do. This is what deters me from being a politician.
And rightly, as I think. For I am certain, O men of Athens, that if I had engaged
in politics, I should have perished long ago, and done no good either to you or
to myself. And do not be offended at my telling you the truth: for the truth is,
that no man who goes to war with you or any other multitude, honestly striving
against the many lawless and unrighteous deeds which are done in a state, will
save his life; he who will fight for the right, if he would live even for a brief space,
must have a private station and not a public one.

I can give you convincing evidence of what I say, not words only, but what you
value far more— actions. Let me relate to you a passage of my
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vocabulary

&0p60g grouped

avorpéw take up ~heresy

&mbyw lead away, back ~demagogue
deop.dg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

Staxtvduvebm (D) take risks
évavtioopat oppose, contradict
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
gtotpog ready; fulfilled

06A0g (f) shed, outbuilding
petamépne send; (mid) summon
~pomp

vowpoyio naval warfare
OAtyapyia oligarchy
Tapavopog lawless, unlawful
wéumrog fifth ~pentagon
TPOGTACOoW post at, attach to,
command

TWTOTE Never

oftwp public speaker

umeixw yield, withdraw ~victor
@opTixdg for carrying; burdensome
@uAY () tribe, military unit
Pneilew count, vote
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yield,
withdraw

for carrying;

burdensome
never
[tribe
[take up
|grouped lawless,
unlawful
oppose,
contradict
|count, vote
address, [lead away, back|public
consider speaker
[take risks
bond,
latch,
strap
loligarchy |send; (mid) summon
[fifth shed, |post at, attach

out- to, command
build-

ing
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own life which will prove to you that I should never have yielded to injustice
from any fear of death, and that «as I should have refused to yield” I must have
died at once. I will tell you a tale of the courts, not very interesting perhaps, but
nevertheless true. The only office of state which I ever held, O men of Athens, was
that of senator: the tribe Antiochis, which is my tribe, had the presidency at the
trial of the generals who had not taken up the bodies of the slain after the battle
of Arginusae; and you proposed to try them in a body, contrary to law, as you all
thought afterwards; but at the time I was the only one of the Prytanes who was
opposed to the illegality, and I gave my vote against you; and when the orators
threatened to impeach and arrest me, and you called and shouted, I made up my
mind that I would run the risk, having law and justice with me, rather than take
part in your injustice because I feared imprisonment and death. This happened
in the days of the democracy. But when the oligarchy of the Thirty was in power,
they sent for me and four others into the rotunda, and bade us bring Leon the
Salaminian from Salamis, as they
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vocabulary

dypotxog field-dwelling, rustic

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
avaripmAnue fulfill, endure ~plethora
&vootog unholy

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
dnuootog public, the state
dtayilyvopon go through; subsist
~genus

éxmAoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

gvdeixvopt (D) address, consider

151

0670g (f) shed, outbuilding
ioxvpedg (D) strong, forceful, violent
xotoeAb® unyoke; destroy ~loose
néprtug witness

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
wéAm concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

oixade homeward ~economics
olyopot come, go, leave, be gone
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

téooopeg four ~trapezoid
T0066060¢e this much
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fulfill,
endure

address,
consider

field-dwelling,
rustic

unfair;
nate, bad

obsti-junholy

panic,

be

knocked out

unfair; ob-
stinate, bad

|shed, outbuilding [four
|come, go
unyoke;
destroy
[this much

[public, the state

|come, go
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post at, attach
to, command

strong, forceful, vio-
lent

[homeward

[witness

|go through; subsist
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wanted to put him to death. This was a specimen of the sort of commands which
they were always giving with the view of implicating as many as possible in their
crimes; and then I showed, not in word only but in deed, that, if I may be allowed
to use such an expression, I cared not a straw for death, and that my great and
only care was lest I should do an unrighteous or unholy thing. For the strong
arm of that oppressive power did not frighten me into doing wrong; and when we
came out of the rotunda the other four went to Salamis and fetched Leon, but I
went quietly home. For which I might have lost my life, had not the power of the
Thirty shortly afterwards come to an end. And many will witness to my words.

Now do you really imagine that I could have survived all these years, if I had led a
public life, supposing that like a good man I had always maintained the right and
had made justice, as I ought, the first thing? No indeed, men of Athens, neither I
nor any other man. But I have been always the same in all my actions, public as
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vocabulary

StafBaAdw throw across; slander
~ballistic

StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dratpifw (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

dtdbonarog teacher

gite if, whenever; either/or

gEetalwm inspect, interrogate, estimate
¢mBupéw (D) wish, covet

¢owtdw ask about something

©wédnpo -tog (n, 3) lesson, knowledge
mtévyg -tog (m) poor

TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat

mtéte when?

TOTOTE Never

60pog skilled, clever, wise

oL XWEEWL accede, concede

OTéYw promise; hold out one’s hand;
submit to

@Oovéw envy

xonotog useful; brave, worthy
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never accede,
concede
throw  across;
slander
[teacher
wish, if, whenever; ei-|if, whenever; ei-
covet ther/or ther/or
[never lenvy
|go through, debate
[wealth [poor lask

if, when-useful; brave, if, whenever;

ever; ei-jworthy either/or

ther/or . .

[promise [promise
never lesson,
knowledge
[never
|[wear down, delay
[truth
inspect, interro- skilled,

gate, estimate clever, wise
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well as private, and never have I yielded any base compliance to those who are
slanderously termed my disciples, or to any other. Not that I have any regular
disciples. But if any one likes to come and hear me while I am pursuing my
mission, whether he be young or old, he is not excluded. Nor do I converse only
with those who pay; but any one, whether he be rich or poor, may ask and answer
me and listen to my words; and whether he turns out to be a bad man or a good
one, neither result can be justly imputed to me; for I never taught or professed
to teach him anything. And if any one says that he has ever learned or heard
anything from me in private which all the world has not heard, let me tell you that
he is lying.

But I shall be asked, Why do people delight in continually conversing with you?
I have told you already, Athenians, the
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vocabulary

&nd1g unpleasant

dnuétng -ov (m, 1) commoner
d1mov perhaps; is it not so?

eimep if indeed

eite if, whenever; either/or
évtavbol there

&vimvLog seen in dreams
NAxtdTNg -ov (m, 1) equal in age,
contemporary

XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
povtetov prophetic warning ~mantis
potpa portion, fate; (xatd+) rightly

~Moira

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics

TavTeg by all means

mtéte when?

TPOoGNxw belong to, it beseems
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

TOTOTE never

ovpBoviedo give advice; (mid) consult
~volunteer

Tpwpén (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been attacked
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[unpleasant
post at, attach to,
command
prophetic
warning
[portion, fate post at, attach
to, command

perhaps; |if, whenever;

is it noteither/or

so?

[never give advice;
(mid) consult
accuse; take vengeance,
indicate punish, aid
belong to, it be- [if indeed
seems
household, fa-
miliar, proper

take vengeance|by all means [there
punish, aid

equal in age,
contemporary

commoner
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whole truth about this matter: they like to hear the cross-examination of the
pretenders to wisdom; there is amusement in it. Now this duty of cross-examining
other men has been imposed upon me by God; and has been signified to me by
oracles, visions, and in every way in which the will of divine power was ever
intimated to any one. This is true, O Athenians, or, if not true, would be soon
refuted. If I am or have been corrupting the youth, those of them who are now
grown up and have become sensible that I gave them bad advice in the days of
their youth should come forward as accusers, and take their revenge; or if they
do not like to come themselves, some of their relatives, fathers, brothers, or other
kinsmen, should say what evil their families have suffered at my hands. Now is
their time. Many of them I see in the court. There is Crito, who is of the same age
and of the same deme with myself, and there is Critobulus his son, whom I also
see. Then again there is Lysanias of Sphettus, who is the father of Aeschines— he
is present; and also there is Antiphon of Cephisus, who is the father of Epigenes;
and there are the brothers of several who have associated with
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vocabulary

dtatpLPy activity, waste of time
dtatpife (11) wear down, delay
~tribology

gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
gtotpog ready; fulfilled

xotodéwm tie up; fall short

néptug witness

oixelog household, familiar, proper
oixet6w adopt, adapt

0000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

Topdhog seaside

ToPOXWEEL Yield, concede

TPOooNxw belong to, it beseems
oVvoLdo. know about someone; think
proper

TelevTadw bring about, finish ~apostle
toivuy well, then
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|well, then
bring about,
finish
|tie up; fall short |seaside
[witness
yield,
concede
belong to, it be-
seems
upright, straight; know about some-

correct, just one; think proper
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me. There is Nicostratus the son of Theosdotides, and the brother of Theodotus
(now Theodotus himself is dead, and therefore he, at any rate, will not seek to stop
him); and there is Paralus the son of Demodocus, who had a brother Theages; and
Adeimantus the son of Ariston, whose brother Plato is present; and Aeantodorus,
who is the brother of Apollodorus, whom I also see. I might mention a great many
others, some of whom Meletus should have produced as witnesses in the course
of his speech; and let him still produce them, if he has forgotten— I will make
way for him. And let him say, if he has any testimony of the sort which he can
produce. Nay, Athenians, the very opposite is the truth. For all these are ready to
witness on behalf of the corrupter, of the injurer of their kindred, as Meletus and
Anytus call me; not the corrupted youth only— there might have been a motive
for that— but their uncorrupted elder relatives. Why should they too support me
with their testimony? Why, indeed, except for the sake of truth and
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

aywvifopor contend, exert oneself
&Anfcdw speak truth; be true
avofBiBale make to mount, promote
Gvoptpvioxo (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
daxpuov tear

0oxpV® weep

dweaotig -0d (m, 1) judge, juror
dpbg -6¢ (f) tree, oak, lumber ~druid
gAeéw pity, have mercy on ~alms
€vvoéw consider

gmietxyg fitting ~icon

Eoyortog farthest, last

txetebw approach to beg
#wdvvedo encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics

6pY" urge, impulse; anger

6pYilw anger, provoke, annoy
mowdiov young child; slave

o306V near, approximately at
~jischemia

Téryo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Pevdw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

ijpog (f) pebble, vote, decree, sentence
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be false, deceive; (mid)|speak truth;

to lie be true
|defend one’s conduct
labout quickly, soon;
perhaps
be vexed, in a fer-
ment
gathering |gathering|contend, . exert
place place oneself
lapproach. to beg [judge,
juror
young make to, . mount,
child; promote
|slave
Ipity
encounter . danger;, . (+inf) [farthest
there is a danger that
|consider
anger, ., pro- urge,
voke, annoy impulse;
anger

pebble, vote, de-
cree, sentence

[fitting

household, fa-
miliar, proper

[tree, oak, lumber

household, fa-
miliar, proper




170 AIIOAOITA

justice, and because they know that I am speaking the truth, and that Meletus is a
liar.

Well, Athenians, this and the like of this is all the defence which I have to offer.
Yet a word more. Perhaps there may be some one who is offended at me, when he
calls to mind how he himself on a similar, or even a less serious occasion, prayed
and entreated the judges with many tears, and how he produced his children in
court, which was a moving spectacle, together with a host of relations and friends;
whereas I, who am probably in danger of my life, will do none of these things. The
contrast may occur to his mind, and he may be set against me, and vote in anger
because he is displeased at me on this account. Now if there be such a person
among you,— mind, I do not say that there is,— to him I may fairly reply: My
friend, I am a man, and like other men, a creature of flesh and blood, and not «of
wood or stone,” as Homer says; and I
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vocabulary

aioypog shameful

aioyOvy (0) shame, dishonor
&vofBiBage make to mount, promote
avdpsia courage

&vdpetog of a man, manly
amodneilopar vote against, acquit
Gpety goodness, excellence
Grpéde (1) insult, dishonor
dedpo here, come here!

eite if, whenever; either/or

Oapoaréog bold, over-bold
Oawvpdorog wonderful

UeELPGxLov youngster

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
modiov young child; slave
cota skill; wisdom ~sophistry
TnAixog of such an age
vmoAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

Peddog -oug (n, 3) a lie ~pseudo-
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[youngster young |anyway, nevertheless
child;
slave . .
here, |make to mount, [vote against, acquit
come |promote
here!
|dishonor
[bold
la lie
if, when-if, whenever;
ever; either/or
) either/or
if, whenever; lexcellence |[shameful
either/or
|often
[wonderful
shame,
dishonor

take under one’s support,
seize; speak up; imagine
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have a family, yes, and sons, O Athenians, three in number, one almost a man,
and two others who are still young; and yet I will not bring any of them hither in
order to petition you for an acquittal. And why not? Not from any self-assertion
or want of respect for you. Whether I am or am not afraid of death is another
question, of which I will not now speak. But, having regard to public opinion,
I feel that such conduct would be discreditable to myself, and to you, and to the
whole state. One who has reached my years, and who has a name for wisdom,
ought not to demean himself. Whether this opinion of me be deserved or not, at
any rate the world has decided that Socrates is in some way superior to other men.
And if those among you who are said to be superior in wisdom and courage, and
any other virtue, demean themselves in this way, how shameful is their conduct!
I have seen men of reputation, when they have been condemned, behaving in the
strangest manner: they seemed to fancy that they were going to suffer something
dreadful if they died, and that they could be immortal if you only allowed them
to live; and I think that such are a dishonour to
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vocabulary

amoedyw avoid, escape, go free
épety goodness, excellence
ool judge

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
dpdpo deed, business, drama
£0iCw accustom

eioayw lead in ~demagogue
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
émopxécw swear falsely ~oath
gmitpéno entrust, decide, allow

~trophy

Novylo peace and quiet
xotodeilopot vote against
Suvopt (D) swear

003€Tepog neither

obxovv certainly not

mpoxpive (1) choose first
xopilopo gratify ~charisma
xwplg separately; except, other than
~heir
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|accustom
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|choose first

[vote against

entrust, de-
cide, allow
[lead in

business,

[peace and quiet

|swear
[judge

swear
falsely

avoid, escape,
go free

|gratify
|certainly not

|accustom

177
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the state, and that any stranger coming in would have said of them that the
most eminent men of Athens, to whom the Athenians themselves give honour
and command, are no better than women. And I say that these things ought not
to be done by those of us who have a reputation; and if they are done, you ought
not to permit them; you ought rather to show that you are far more disposed to
condemn the man who gets up a doleful scene and makes the city ridiculous, than
him who holds his peace.

But, setting aside the question of public opinion, there seems to be something
wrong in asking a favour of a judge, and thus procuring an acquittal, instead of
informing and convincing him. For his duty is, not to make a present of justice,
but to give judgment; and he has sworn that he will judge according to the laws,
and not according to his own good pleasure; and we ought not to encourage you,
nor should you allow yourselves to be encouraged, in this habit of perjury— there
can be no piety in
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
&mopebY® avoid, escape, go free
Got0pég number

G&oéfeto impeity

Btéw use force on, violate

JfAog visible, conspicuous
éxatepog each of two

gmitpémwm entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

xotodneilopar vote against
®OTNY0PEW accuse; indicate

XATNYOQOG accuser

réAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

duvope (D) swear

67y wherever, however

Tavtwg by all means

oa@1g clear, understandable
oupBaAie pit against; compare; mp:
meet, fall in with ~ballistic

ijpog (f) pebble, vote, decree, sentence
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by all means  |[impeity

clear, under-
standable

Bélw?: usejswear
force on; or

Llw?:  use
P |defend one’s conduct

force on
accuse;
indicate
accuser
entrust, de- wherever,
cide, allow however
be vexed, in a
ferment
[vote against
pit against; compare;
mp: meet, fall in with
leach of two pebble, vote, decree,
sentence
[number
pebble, = [|avoid, escape,
vote, go free
decree, d
sentence [avoid, escape,
go free
avoid, escape, visible,
go free conspicuous
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that. Do not then require me to do what I consider dishonourable and impious
and wrong, especially now, when I am being tried for impiety on the indictment
of Meletus. For if, O men of Athens, by force of persuasion and entreaty I could
overpower your oaths, then I should be teaching you to believe that there are no
gods, and in defending should simply convict myself of the charge of not believing
in them. But that is not so— far otherwise. For I do believe that there are gods,
and in a sense higher than that in which any of my accusers believe in them. And
to you and to God I commit my cause, to be determined by you as is best for you
and me.

There are many reasons why I am not grieved, O men of Athens, at the vote of
condemnation. I expected it, and am only surprised that the votes are so nearly
equal; for I had thought that the majority against me would have been far larger;
but now, had thirty votes gone over to the other side, I should have been acquitted.
And I may say, I think, that I have escaped Meletus.
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vocabulary

aueMée disregard; (impers.) of course
amotive (1) pay back

BéAtioTog best, noblest

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
dfAog visible, conspicuous

dpoyun drachma

évtad0a there, here

gmienig fitting ~icon

gmiperéopan take care of, oversee
gmuyetpéw do, try, attack ~chiral
edepyeoia good deed, public service
~ergonomics

ebepYeTéw be a benefactor
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novyia peace and quiet

®oTNYoPéw accuse; indicate
pretodopféve share in; swap

dpehog -gog (n, 3) a use, a help
d@Aioxdvo lose; incur debt

méumrog fifth ~pentagon

otdotg -ewg (f) placing; faction
otpotnyia office of command, strategy
~strategy

Ttpée () honor, exalt

@oovIog sensible, prudent

xtAor () thousand ~kilo-

Piipog () pebble, vote, decree, sentence
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laccuse; indicate

|share in; swap

incur [sand

debt

pebble, vote, de-
cree, sentence

[honor

[peace and quiet

placing;
faction
[fitting
[there, here

|a use, a help

|be a benefactor

[there, here |do, try, attack

best,
noblest

take care of,
oversee

fifth
visible,
conspicuous
[pay back
|disregard
good deed,

public service

take care of,
oversee

|sensible, prudent
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I may say more; for without the assistance of Anytus and Lycon, any one may see
that he would not have had a fifth part of the votes, as the law requires, in which
case he would have incurred a fine of a thousand drachmae.

And so he proposes death as the penalty. And what shall I propose on my part,
O men of Athens? Clearly that which is my due. And what is my due? What
return shall be made to the man who has never had the wit to be idle during his
whole life; but has been careless of what the many care for— wealth, and family
interests, and military offices, and speaking in the assembly, and magistracies, and
plots, and parties. Reflecting that I was really too honest a man to be a politician
and live, I did not go where I could do no good to you or to myself; but where I
could do the greatest good privately to every one of you, thither I went, and sought
to persuade every man among you that he must look to himself, and seek virtue
and wisdom before he looks to his private
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vocabulary

éxdv willingly, on purpose; giving in
too easily

gmpeléopan take care of, oversee
ebdaipwy blessed with a good genius
edepyétng -ou (m, 1) benefactor
Lebyog -oug (n, 3) team of animals
~zygote

oixtog compassion

TapoxsAsOopot recommend,
encourage

rapoxéhevotg -cwg () cheering on
TopoTANoLog similar to

mévng -tog (m) poor

TPETW be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

cpvTovetov town hall, law court
ottéopon (1) eat ~parasite
oitnotg (it) feeding

G)O0AY rest, leisure

T (1) honor, exalt

Tidé» honor, exalt

TOLO6de such

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
Opérepog (D) yours
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take care of,

oversee
[truth [honor
be conspicuous, be conspicuous|poor  |benefactor
preeminent preeminent
rest, [yours
leisure

be conspicuous,
preeminent

[team

blessed with a
good genius

[honor

[feeding

|similar to

|compassion

|such |willingly
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interests, and look to the state before he looks to the interests of the state; and
that this should be the order which he observes in all his actions. What shall be
done to such an one? Doubtless some good thing, O men of Athens, if he has
his reward; and the good should be of a kind suitable to him. What would be
a reward suitable to a poor man who is your benefactor, and who desires leisure
that he may instruct you? There can be no reward so fitting as maintenance in
the Prytaneum, O men of Athens, a reward which he deserves far more than the
citizen who has won the prize at Olympia in the horse or chariot race, whether
the chariots were drawn by two horses or by many. For I am in want, and he has
enough; and he only gives you the appearance of happiness, and I give you the
reality. And if I am to estimate the penalty fairly, I should say that maintenance
in the Prytaneum is the just return.

Perhaps you think that I am braving you in what I am saying now, as in what I
said before about the tears and prayers. But this is not so. I speak



AIIOAOITA 191

vocabulary

&Abyrotog inconsiderate, irrational
GmoAbw loose, free from ~loose
deopog bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

OEoUWTNOLOY prison

otaPoAy] slander

OtoAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dovAsVw serve, be a slave

éxtivew pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

&vdexa eleven ~decimal

fdg 70L (I, 2) dawn ~Eocene
AoyiCopon reckon, consider

6160y whence

Tétepog which, whichever of two
T (1) honor, exalt

@uyn flight, means of escape ~fugitive
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|go through, debate

|slander [loose, free from
[honor
[honor

[honor which, bond,
whichever |latch,

. stra
[prison |serve, be a slave P

leleven

pay off; (mp) ex-
act full payment

|[whence |pay off; (mp) exact fullfflight, means of es-
payment cape
[honor [honor
inconsiderate, reckon,

irrational consider
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rather because I am convinced that I never intentionally wronged any one, although
I cannot convince you— the time has been too short; if there were a law at Athens,
as there is in other cities, that a capital cause should not be decided in one day, then
I believe that I should have convinced you. But I cannot in a moment refute great
slanders; and, as I am convinced that I never wronged another, I will assuredly
not wrong myself. I will not say of myself that I deserve any evil, or propose any
penalty. Why should I? because I am afraid of the penalty of death which Meletus
proposes? When I do not know whether death is a good or an evil, why should
I propose a penalty which would certainly be an evil? Shall I say imprisonment?
And why should I live in prison, and be the slave of the magistrates of the year—
of the Eleven? Or shall the penalty be a fine, and imprisonment until the fine is
paid? There is the same objection. I should have to lie in prison, for money I have
none, and cannot pay. And if I say exile (and this may possibly be the penalty
which you will affix), I must indeed be blinded
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vocabulary

&dVvatog unable; impossible
axpodoyp.on pay attention
amaAlaEelw wish to get rid of
oA A& Gow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

ametféw disobey

ameAadvew expel, exclude, ward off;
(intrans) ride away

Boptg heavy ~baritone

Blog life ~biology

StatpLPn activity, waste of time
€v0ade here, hither

gEehabvew drive out, exile ~elastic
gni@Oovog jealous

novyia peace and quiet

oixetog household, familiar, proper
6ot to which place

oLyd silence

otydw (1) be silent

TNAixog of such an age
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activity, waste

of time
[heavy |jealous
[life
|drive out
[to which place [pay attention
here, expel, exclude, ward off; (in-
hither trans) ride away
|drive out

household, fa-
miliar, proper

expel, exclude, ward off;
(intrans) ride away

[peace and quiet

|disobey

unable; [peace and quiet
impossible
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by the love of life, if I am so irrational as to expect that when you, who are my
own citizens, cannot endure my discourses and words, and have found them so
grievous and odious that you will have no more of them, others are likely to endure
me. No indeed, men of Athens, that is not very likely. And what a life should I
lead, at my age, wandering from city to city, ever changing my place of exile, and
always being driven out! For I am quite sure that wherever I go, there, as here,
the young men will flock to me; and if I drive them away, their elders will drive
me out at their request; and if I let them come, their fathers and friends will drive
me out for their sakes.

Some one will say: Yes, Socrates, but cannot you hold your tongue, and then you
may go into a foreign city, and no one will interfere with you? Now I have great
difficulty in making you understand my answer to this. For if I tell you that to do
as you say would be a disobedience to the God, and therefore that I cannot hold
my tongue, you will not believe that I
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vocabulary

&pYbpLov small coin

Gpety goodness, excellence

Blog life ~biology

BAd&mtew break, make fail

otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
&yyvbaow undertake

éyyunrig -od (m, 1) guarantor
€0iCw accustom

éxtiOnue place outside at a spot ~thesis
éxtive pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

gEetalw inspect, interrogate, estimate
pvé mina

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum

T (1) honor, exalt

Tidéw honor, exalt
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lexcellence

|go through, debate

inspect, interro- [life
gate, estimate

accustom
[honor

[break, make fail

[honor

|mina |small coin

mina |honor [undertake

|guarantor |small coin
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am serious; and if I say again that daily to discourse about virtue, and of those
other things about which you hear me examining myself and others, is the greatest
good of man, and that the unexamined life is not worth living, you are still less
likely to believe me. Yet I say what is true, although a thing of which it is hard for
me to persuade you. Also, I have never been accustomed to think that I deserve to
suffer any harm. Had I money I might have estimated the offence at what I was able
to pay, and not have been much the worse. But I have none, and therefore I must
ask you to proportion the fine to my means. Well, perhaps I could afford a mina,
and therefore I propose that penalty: Plato, Crito, Critobulus, and Apollodorus,
my friends here, bid me say thirty minae, and they will be the sureties. Let thirty
minae be the penalty; for which sum they will be ample security to you.

Not much time will be gained,
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vocabulary

aAloxopot be captured ~helix
&varoyvvtio shamelessness, impudence
&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved

aroptoa difficulty, bottleneck ~pierce
&roeesVYw avoid, escape, go free
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

Blog life ~biology

Buéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
Yobv at least then

&YY0g near

€0iCw accustom

203

No€wg pleasantly ~hedonism
N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
NAxio time of life, contemporaries
Opnvéw sing a dirge ~threnody
xotodreilopat vote against
AoL30pEwm abuse, revile

03Vpopat (D) lament ~anodyne
6vetdiw upbraid, reproach
TePLUEVE® wait for

Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
c60@0g skilled, clever, wise

TéAun courage
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skilled,
clever, wise
[reproach at |wait for
least
then

self-willed,
accidental

forward, in the
future; far

time of life,
contempo-
raries

[vote against

difficulty,
bottleneck

|be captured

|courage

|sing a dirge

accustom

abuse,
revile
skilled,
clever, wise
near

avoid, escape,
go free

difficulty, , bot-|be captured
tleneck

shamelessness,
impudence
[lament

unworthy,
undeserved
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O Athenians, in return for the evil name which you will get from the detractors of
the city, who will say that you killed Socrates, a wise man; for they will call me
wise, even although I am not wise, when they want to reproach you. If you had
waited a little while, your desire would have been fulfilled in the course of nature.
For I am far advanced in years, as you may perceive, and not far from death. I
am speaking now not to all of you, but only to those who have condemned me to
death. And I have another thing to say to them: you think that I was convicted
because I had no words of the sort which would have procured my acquittal— I
mean, if I had thought fit to leave nothing undone or unsaid. Not so; the deficiency
which led to my conviction was not of words— certainly not. But I had not the
boldness or impudence or inclination to address you as you would have liked me
to do, weeping and wailing and lamenting, and saying and doing many things
which you have been accustomed to hear from others, and which, as I maintain,
are unworthy of me. I thought at the time that
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vocabulary

aduxia injustice, offence

aAloxopot be captured ~helix
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amopesbYw avoid, escape, go free
ate as if; since

Boadvg slow, dull, late ~Sp.~gordo
OfjAog visible, conspicuous
dtaedyw escape, survive

éxpebyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
éupéve stay put, be faithful, fixed

XATNYOQOG accuser

petopéhopat (impers.+dat.) cause
regret to; (mp) regret

pnyovéaopon build, contrive
~mechanism

unyovi machine; mechanism, way
émAov tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

OpAiondve lose; incur debt
mpeofBitng -ov (D, m, 1) old person
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(impers.+dat.)  cause/defend one’s conduct
regret to; (mp) regret

|defend one’s conduct

[build, contrive avoid, escape,
go free
|often visible,
conspicuous
|flee [tool

machine; mecha-

nism, way
escape,
survive
[flee
as if;jslow, dull, late
since
|old person |slow, dull, late be captured
accuser las if; since [fast
lose; [truth lose; incur
incur debt
debt .
injustice, stay put, be faithful,

offence fixed
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I ought not to do anything common or mean when in danger: nor do I now repent
of the style of my defence; I would rather die having spoken after my manner,
than speak in your manner and live. For neither in war nor yet at law ought I or
any man to use every way of escaping death. Often in battle there can be no doubt
that if a man will throw away his arms, and fall on his knees before his pursuers,
he may escape death; and in other dangers there are other ways of escaping death,
if a man is willing to say and do anything. The difficulty, my friends, is not to
avoid death, but to avoid unrighteousness; for that runs faster than death. I am
old and move slowly, and the slower runner has overtaken me, and my accusers
are keen and quick, and the faster runner, who is unrighteousness, has
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vocabulary évtadba there, here

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
amoAhoy relief, escape émtBupée (0) wish, covet
amorhdoow free from, remove; be xotadreilopot vote against
freed, depart x0AoVw skimp, fail

arofaive leave, get off; turn out rétprog medium, moderate

~basis vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
Blog life ~biology V1] yea

Btéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology = 6vetdilew upbraid, reproach
otavoéw have in mind 6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
g\eyyog (n) shame, disgrace; (m) ~orthogonal

refutation 6006w stand up

EMéYy shame; try, examine Ttpwpia (L) vengeance, punishment
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medium,
moderate
wish,
covet
[vote against [there, here
vengeance,
punishment
free from, remove;
be freed, depart
|shame leave, get off;

turn out

|[shame; try, examine

be vexed, in a
ferment

hold, cover; offer;reproach
assail

relief,
escape

|skimp, fail
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overtaken them. And now I depart hence condemned by you to suffer the penalty
of death,— they too go their ways condemned by the truth to suffer the penalty
of villainy and wrong; and I must abide by my award— let them abide by theirs.
I suppose that these things may be regarded as fated,— and I think that they are
well.

And now, O men who have condemned me, I would fain prophesy to you; for I am
about to die, and in the hour of death men are gifted with prophetic power. And
I prophesy to you who are my murderers, that immediately after my departure
punishment far heavier than you have inflicted on me will surely await you. Me
you have killed because you wanted to escape the accuser, and not to give an
account of your lives. But that will not be as you suppose: far otherwise. For I
say that there will be more accusers of you than there are now; accusers whom
hitherto I have restrained: and as they are younger they will be more inconsiderate
with you, and you will be more offended at them. If you think that by killing men
you can prevent some one from censuring your evil lives, you are mistaken; that
is not a way of escape which is either possible or honourable; the easiest and the
noblest way
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vocabulary

dmoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoPpneilopor vote against, acquit
&oyoAia business, being busy
BéAtioTog best, noblest

datpdviog voc: you crazy guy
OtoAéyw go through, debate ~legion
Stapvdoroyée (0) communicate
dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
gvavtiéopon oppose, contradict
évtavbol there

gEetpe go forth; is possible ~ion
g¢mdeixvop () display, exhibit
Eoyortog farthest, last

Ew0lev at first light

N80¢ sweet, pleasant ~hedonism

Mvixo when

g A0 (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Oavpéorog wonderful
xotadreilopot vote against
xwAO (D) hinder, prevent
povtevopon to divine ~mantis
povtixog prophetic

otxo0ev from home, from one’s own
resources ~economics

6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

ob7w no longer

ToEoUEVe stay with ~remain
mtéte when?

Tuxvog dense, frequent; shrewd
onu.etov sign
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best,
noblest
[vote against [to divine
free from, remove;
be freed, depart
[vote against, acquit |sweet |go through, debate
business,
being busy
[no longer
|stay with
hinder, |communicate
prevent
display,
exhibit
judge,
juror
judge, |[wonderful
juror
[prophetic
dense, fre-

quent; shrewd

oppose,
contradict

[farthest
go forthjlat firstifrom oppose,
is possi-light |home |contradict
le

|sign when [there
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is not to be disabling others, but to be improving yourselves. This is the prophecy
which I utter before my departure to the judges who have condemned me.

Friends, who would have acquitted me, I would like also to talk with you about
the thing which has come to pass, while the magistrates are busy, and before I go
to the place at which I must die. Stay then a little, for we may as well talk with
one another while there is time. You are my friends, and I should like to show
you the meaning of this event which has happened to me. O my judges— for you
I may truly call judges— I should like to tell you of a wonderful circumstance.
Hitherto the divine faculty of which the internal oracle is the source has constantly
been in the habit of opposing me even about trifles, if I was going to make a slip
or error in any matter; and now as you see there has come upon me that which
may be thought, and is generally believed to be, the last and worst evil. But the
oracle made no sign of opposition, either when I was leaving my
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vocabulary

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

SLXaoTAPLOY court

gite if, whenever; either/or

elwOo be accustomed, in the habit
évavTioopat oppose, contradict
€v0évde hence

Evvoéw consider

gmelddy when, after

éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
Oavpaorog wonderful

®00evdw lie down

xaitol and yet; and in fact; although
%€p30g -oug (n, 3) advantage, cunning
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%xtwduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

retofoly change, exchange
neTaEd between

6vop -tog (n) dream

60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00dopod nowhere

ToAAaod in many places

mpdaELg -cwc (f) result, business
~practice

onuelov sign

TEXUNOLOY sign; proof

UTvog a sleep

vmoAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy
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|court nowhere

and yet; and in
fact; although

[between [nowhere

speak up; imagine

seize; speak up; imagine

oppose,
contradict

take under one’s, support, seize;

take under one’s support,

[in many places

result,
business

|sign; proof
oppose, be |sign
contradict accus-
tomed,
in the
habit
|consider
|sense perception
[hence
if, whenever; |sense perception
either/or
|sleep  |when, [lie down |dream
after
[wonderful |advantage,

cunning
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encounter danger; (+inf) there is a
danger that
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house in the morning, or when I was on my way to the court, or while I was
speaking, at anything which I was going to say; and yet I have often been stopped
in the middle of a speech, but now in nothing I either said or did touching the
matter in hand has the oracle opposed me. What do I take to be the explanation
of this silence? I will tell you. It is an intimation that what has happened to me is
a good, and that those of us who think that death is an evil are in error. For the
customary sign would surely have opposed me had I been going to evil and not
to good.

Let us reflect in another way, and we shall see that there is great reason to hope
that death is a good; for one of two things— either death is a state of nothingness
and utter unconsciousness, or, as men say, there is a change and migration of the
soul from this world to another. Now if you suppose that there is no consciousness,
but a sleep like the sleep of him who is undisturbed even
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vocabulary

dueivewy comparative of ayaddg, noble
amolaEeiey wish to get rid of

oA A&Gow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amodnuéw be absent, abroad

Btog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
ool judge

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
éxAéyw pick, single out

€v0évde hence

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
idtdTNg -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
xotadopOdvw sleep, lie down to sleep
%#épdog -oug (n, 3) advantage, cunning
8vap -toc (n) dream

7660g how many, much, far?
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

@aoxw declare, promise, think ~fame
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pick, single

out
sleep, lie down |dream
to sleep
[look, look at, watch  |how [better
many,
much,
sweet a2 [live; (mp)
make a living
[private; a layman
advantage,
cunning
[be absent, abroad [hence
judge,
juror

declare, promise,
think

judge, [judge
juror
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by dreams, death will be an unspeakable gain. For if a person were to select the
night in which his sleep was undisturbed even by dreams, and were to compare
with this the other days and nights of his life, and then were to tell us how many
days and nights he had passed in the course of his life better and more pleasantly
than this one, I think that any man, I will not say a private man, but even the
great king will not find many such days or nights, when compared with the others.
Now if death be of such a nature, I say that to die is gain; for eternity is then only
a single night. But if death is the journey to another place, and there, as men say,
all the dead abide, what good, O my friends and judges, can be greater than this?
If indeed when the pilgrim arrives in the world below, he is delivered from the
professors of justice in this world, and finds the true judges who are said to
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vocabulary

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad

é&nd1g unpleasant

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

amodnuia foreign travel

Gpo interrogative pel

00to0L on the spot

Blog life ~biology

Buéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
o1mov perhaps; is it not so?

otéyw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
StatoLPn activity, waste of time
dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
év0ade here, hither

évtodba there, here

¢Eetdlw inspect, interrogate, estimate
gosuvaw hunt for

227

ebdatpovia prosperity

eddaipwy blessed with a good genius
Nuibeog -0d half-divine ~hemisphere
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
xptolg -ewg (f) decision, issue

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

mébog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

ToAotog old ~paleo

TavTeg by all means

7éo0g how many, much, far?

60@og skilled, clever, wise

OTEOTLR army ~strategy
ouyyiyvopot associate with, meet, have
sex ~genus

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

@adhog trifling
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[half-divine

inter-|trifling

rog-
ative
pcl
|often
activity,  |on the spot
waste of
time
decision,|unfair; ob-
issue stinate, bad
an experience, pas-
sion, condition
estimate
[there, herellead through;
pass a time

associate with,
meet, have sex

[how many, much, far?

[unpleasant

inspect, interrogate /hunt for

skilled,
clever, wise

[how many, much, far?

judge,
juror

inspect, interro-
gate, estimate

larmy

inspect, helpless,
interrogate, [impossible
estimate
by all means [perhaps; is
it not so?
blessed with a good

genius

|go through, debate

here,
hither
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give judgment there, Minos and Rhadamanthus and Aeacus and Triptolemus, and
other sons of God who were righteous in their own life, that pilgrimage will be
worth making. What would not a man give if he might converse with Orpheus and
Musaeus and Hesiod and Homer? Nay, if this be true, let me die again and again.
I myself, too, shall have a wonderful interest in there meeting and conversing with
Palamedes, and Ajax the son of Telamon, and any other ancient hero who has
suffered death through an unjust judgment; and there will be no small pleasure,
as I think, in comparing my own sufferings with theirs. Above all, I shall then be
able to continue my search into true and false knowledge; as in this world, so also
in the next; and I shall find out who is wise, and who pretends to be wise, and
is not. What would not a man give, O judges, to be able to examine the leader of
the great Trojan expedition; or Odysseus or Sisyphus, or numberless others, men
and women too! What infinite delight would there be in conversing with them and
asking them questions! In another world they do not put a man to
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vocabulary

aueMée disregard; (impers.) of course
amolaEeiey wish to get rid of
oA A&Gow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

arotpénew divert from ~trophy
Gpeti goodness, excellence
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

BAd&mtew break, make fail

ofjAog visible, conspicuous
otavoéw have in mind

dtavola a thought; intelligence
dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
elrep if indeed

gretddy when, after

gmiperéopan take care of, oversee
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ebehmig -og (m) hopeful

NBé&w be young ~Hebe

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xotadreilopot vote against
XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
XOTIYOQOG accuser

ATéw (D) annoy, distress

réppopon blame; reject

6vetdiw upbraid, reproach

00dopod nowhere

onpelov sign

Televtdw bring about, finish ~apostle
Ttpoeéw (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been attacked
T00663¢ this much

XoAemoilvew be violent, rage
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[if indeed
judge, [hopeful
juror

bring about, |disregard
finish
self-willed,
accidental
visible,
conspicuous
nowhere |divert from |sign
[vote against laccuser
[be violent, rage |and yet; and in fact; al{a thought;
though intelligence
accuse; [preak, make fail
indicate

[blame; reject  |this much

when, |be young . [take vengeance,

after punish, aid
annoy, annoy,
distress distress

take care of,
oversee

lexcellence [reproach



234 AIIOAOITA

death for asking questions: assuredly not. For besides being happier than we are,
they will be immortal, if what is said is true.

Wherefore, O judges, be of good cheer about death, and know of a certainty, that
no evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after death. He and his are
not neglected by the gods; nor has my own approaching end happened by mere
chance. But I see clearly that the time had arrived when it was better for me to
die and be released from trouble; wherefore the oracle gave no sign. For which
reason, also, I am not angry with my condemners, or with my accusers; they have
done me no harm, although they did not mean to do me any good; and for this I
may gently blame them.

Still I have a favour to ask of them. When my sons are grown up, I would ask
you, O my friends, to punish them; and I would have you trouble them, as I
have troubled you, if they seem to care about riches, or anything, more than about
virtue; or if they pretend to be something when they are really nothing,— then
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vocabulary BLéw live; (mp) make a living ~biology
&dnAog invisible, unknown gmperéopon take care of, oversee
duelvwy comparative of ayafdg, noble  6motepog which of two, either of two
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take care
oversee

'which of two,
either of two

live; (mp) make a
living

invisible,
unknown

[better

of,
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reprove them, as I have reproved you, for not caring about that for which they
ought to care, and thinking that they are something when they are really nothing.
And if you do this, both I and my sons will have received justice at your hands.

The hour of departure has arrived, and we go our ways— I to die, and you to live.
Which is better God only knows.



