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vocabulary

&Boatog untrodden; impassable
oilvéw praise, assent, acquiesce in
dAdopon to jump ~sally

aApLEOg salty

GAg &Gg (F) (grains of) salt (pl. m.);
the sea (sing. f.) ~halogen
&pmedog (f) vine

BapBapog non-Greek

Botpvwdyg like a bunch of grapes
YO Yoou (m, 1) plowshare

&YY0g near

“EAAnv Greek

gmépyopat approach, arrive
goelmiov ruin, wreckage

gpeimiog wrecked, ruined
ebdaipwy blessed with a good genius
®xAVTTTW to cover with, hide
~apocalypse

xgpawviag -ov (m, 1) thunderstruck
xepovvtog of a thunderbolt

x6pvg helmet

uLyég all mixed up

wiv him, her, it

uvijpe -tog (n, 3) reminder, memorial
~mnemonic

rop@" beauty

vapa a flow

Ou6g same ~homoerotic

opod together

o0pém unite ~homoerotic

Tmédov ground ~pedal

mépLE all around

Mépomg Persian

TAGE -x6¢ (f) flat thing

TAfeng full, complete; (+gen) full of
~plethora

ToAUYpLGog (VD) rich in gold
onxdg livestock pen

0w (D) to smoke

UBotg -ewg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
QNG -y6g (f) flame ~flame
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[helmet
[beauty
la flow
reminder,
memorial
[near
[to smoke [lame
[hubris
praise, untrodden; |ground
assent impassable
livestock [vine
pen
|all around = |cover, like a bunch
hide of grapes
[rich in gold [plowshare
[flat thing
approach, blessed with a
arrive good genius
|salty

all mixed|Greek
up

full, complete;
(+gen) full of

[non-Greek

ul
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DIONYSUS. Behold, God’s Son is come unto this land
Of heaven’s hot splendour lit to life, when she

Of Thebes, even I, Dionysus, whom the brand
Who bore me, Cadmus’ daughter Semele,

Died here. So, changed in shape from God to man,
I walk again by Dirce’s streams and scan

Ismenus’ shore. There by the castle side

I see her place, the Tomb of the Lightning’s Bride,
The wreck of smouldering chambers, and the great
Faint wreaths of fire undying—as the hate

Dies not, that Hera held for Semele.

Aye, Cadmus hath done well; in purity

He keeps this place apart, inviolate,

His daughter’s sanctuary; and I have set

My green and clustered vines to robe it round

Far now behind me lies the golden ground

Of Lydian and of Phrygian; far away

The wide hot plains where Persian sunbeams play,
The Bactrian war-holds, and the storm-oppressed
Clime of the Mede, and Araby the Blest,

And Asia all, that by the salt sea lies

In proud embattled cities, motley-wise

Of Hellene and Barbarian interwrought;
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vocabulary

GdeAo sister

avayxage force, compel

avopeiyvopt (0) mix with, join
avoépw raise an issue, refer to,
propose; (mp) take a deep breath
~bear

G&vOAOAUTw cry out

BéNog -gog (n, 3) missile ~ballistic
vauog wedding, sex ~bigamy

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

gCopon act: set, seat; pass: sit down, sit
up ~sit

Ex@O spring from ~physics

ENGTy fir tree; oar

“EAAnv Greek

gpoavig visible

gEamtow fasten to ~haptic

Mxtotog least; above all

o sit, lie

0fjAvg female; (rare) abundant ~female
Ovntoc mortal ~euthanasia

0Vpoog ivied wand

xlootvog of ivy

Aéyog -coc (n, 3) couch, bed, bier ~lie
povio madness, passion

wiv him, her, it

veBpig fawnskin

vop@ed® marry, give in marriage
oixéw inhabit ~economics

olotpbw sting; go crazy

oloTpéw sting; go crazy

o0pdg same ~homoerotic

6pod together

OpOw unite ~homoerotic

oyt -tog (n, 2) secret rites

obvexoa because

Topbxorog frenzied; distraught
métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
oxeLY] equipment

copropa skill, trick

TeleTi] rite, festival

ToLyap therefore

@aoxw declare, promise, think ~fame
XAwpEdg pale, green, yellow ~chlorine
X0peVw dance

Pebdw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-



BAKXAI 20

es Twode mpwTov NAGov ‘EANvewy moAw, 20
TAKEL YOPEVOAS KAl KATAOTIOAS €UAS
TeNeTas, W ey eupavs daluwv Bpotols.
mpuiTas 0e Ofas T10de yijs ‘EAApvidos
avwdlvéa, veBpld éédifsas xpoos
Bupoov Te dovs €s xetpa, kioowov BéNos* 25
> ’ 3 > \ ’ o ¢/ ~
emel 1 adehpal unTpds, as frwoTa Xpiv,
Awdvvoov ovk épaokov exkdpivar Aws,
Yepeny d¢ voppevleioav éx Bvmrod Twos
> ~ 3 > /7 \ ¢ 14 14
€s Znv avapépew v apaptiav Aéxovs,
Kaduov codpiopal’, dv v olveka kravetv 30
Ziyw eébexavyantl, 67u yapovs €fevoaro.
4 3> \ > ’ k4 > > \
TOUYAp VW QUTAS €K OOUWY DOTPNC €YW
paviats, 6pos 8 oltkoloL TapdKoToL ppeviy”
OKEVV T EXEW MrayKaa Opylwy Euv,

kal wav 70 OnAv oméppa Kaduelwv, doar

w
ul

yuvaikes noav, €€éunra dwudtwy:
3 ~ \ 4 \ > /
onot 8¢ Kdduov matov avapeueryuévar

XAwpals VT €ENaTals avopddols NuTaL TETPaALS.



BAKXAI

|Greek
|dance
rite, [visible la god, fate, doom
festival
fawn- |fasten to
skin
[ivied wand lof ivy [missile
|sister least;
above
. lall
declare, |spring from
promise,
think . .
marry, give in
marriage

raise an issue, refer to, pro-bed, bier
pose; (mp) take a deep breath

|skill, trick [because
wedding, |be false, deceive;
sex (mid) to lie
[therefore
madness, [inhabit
passion
lequipment secret
rites

female; (rare)
abundant

mix with, join

[pale [fir tree; oar

20
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And now I come to Hellas—having taught

All the world else my dances and my rite

Of mysteries, to show me in men’s sight

Manifest God.

And first of Helene lands

I cry this Thebes to waken; set her hands

To clasp my wand, mine ivied javelin,

And round her shoulders hang my wild fawn-skin.
For they have scorned me whom it least beseemed,
Semele’s sisters; mocked by birth, nor deemed
That Dionysus sprang from Dian seed.

My mother sinned, said they; and in her need,
With Cadmus plotting, cloaked her human shame
With the dread name of Zeus; for that the flame
From heaven consumed her, seeing she lied to God.
Thus must they vaunt; and therefore hath my rod
On them first fallen, and stung them forth wild-eyed
From empty chambers; the bare mountain side

Is made their home, and all their hearts are flame.
Yea, I have bound upon the necks of them

The harness of my rites. And with them all

The seed of womankind from hut and hall

Of Thebes, hath this my magic goaded out.

And there, with the old King’s daughters, in a rout
Confused, they make their dwelling-place between
The roofless rocks and shadowy pine trees green.
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vocabulary

GAAGdoow trade, transform
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
&téheotog not accomplished, fruitless
~apostle

BapBapog non-Greek

Yépog -w¢ (n, 3) reward, honor
daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

deixvopt (D) show, point out

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

éxpavldve know by heart

éx@Vw spring from ~physics
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
€v0€vde hence

gpvpoa -tog (n, 3) protection ~serve
edYN prayer; Vow ~vow

Ozopoyéw fight against the gods
Olacog revel; group of people

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia

powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad

~maenad

redioTnue change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

petafaAdm alter, transform

wveta reminder, memorial

rop®1n beauty

6oy tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

6pY" urge, impulse; anger
o0v3apod nowhere

odvexo because

ThpedPog assessor

omovd1 libation, treaty ~spontaneous
oTpatnAotéw lead an army
otpaTnAdTYg -ov (m, 1) commander
Topavvig -dog () tyranny

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
®0<w push
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|know by heart
not accom- 40
plished, fruitless

|defend one’s conduct

la god, fate, doom

reward, [tyranny
honor

|spring from

fight against libation, 45
the gods treaty
[push prayer; [nowhere |reminder,
VOW memorial
[because address,
consider
[hence change, substitute; = withdraw;
change sides; (mid) send away
|[show 50
urge, [tool
impulse;
anger
& madwoman,
maenad
[because|form trade,
transform
[beauty alter,
transform
[protection 55
revel; group [non-Greek
of people

|assessor
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Thus shall this Thebes, how sore soe’er it smart,
Learn and forget not, till she crave her part

In mine adoring; thus must I speak clear

To save my mother’s fame, and crown me here,
As true God, born by Semele to Zeus.

Now Cadmus yieldeth up his throne and use

Of royal honour to his daughter’s son

Pentheus; who on my body hath begun

A war with God. He thrusteth me away

From due drink-offering, and, when men pray,
My name entreats not. Therefore on his own
Head and his people’s shall my power be shown.
Then to another land, when all things here

Are well, must I fare onward, making clear

My godhead’s might. But should this Theban town
Essay with wrath and battle to drag down

My maids, lo, in their path myself shall be,

And maniac armies battled after me!

For this I veil my godhead with the wan

Form of the things that die, and walk as Man.

O Brood of Tmolus o’er the wide world flown,

O Lydian band, my chosen and mine own,
Damsels uplifted o’er the orient deep

To wander where I wander, and to sleep

Where I sleep; up, and wake the old sweet sound,
The clang that I and mystic Rhea found,

The Timbrel of the Mountain! Gather all

Thebes to your song round Pentheus’ royal hall.
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vocabulary

aytotedw do rites; be pure, holy
Baoiieto noblewoman

BaoiAstog kingly

Brotn life

gxtomog foreign, strange

EMLYWELOG native

€06l cry eval in honour of Bacchus
ebdaipwy blessed with a good genius
ebponuoa invention; windfall

NOLg sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Oacedw initiate into the Bacchic revel

006w move quickly; sit
xapotog exhaustion, toil, product
xtuméw crash

péxas fortunate ~macarism
péxop fortunate ~macarism
wéAabpov roofbeam

Tévog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
Troy fold, layer

TeleTH] rite, festival

TopTavoy drum

OUVEW recite, commemorate
X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
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[native
|drum invention;
windfall
60
|crash
fold,
layer
dance;
chorus
[move quickly; sit 65
toil, |sweet |exhaustion
suffer-
ir,lg(, i
cry 0ai in hon-
our of Bacchus
[roofbeam  [foreign,
strange
70
recite,
commemorate
blessed with a
good genius
rite, [life do rites; be
festival pure, holy

~J
ul

initiate into the
Bacchic revel
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I seek my new-made worshippers, to guide

Their dances up Kithaeron’s pine clad side.
As he departs, there comes stealing in from the left a band of fifteen Eastern
Women, the light of the sunrise streaming upon their long white robes and ivy-
bound hair. They wear fawn-skins over the robes, and carry some of them timbrels,
some pipes and other instruments. Many bear the thyrsus, or sacred Wand, made
of reed ringed with ivy. They enter stealthily till they see that the place is empty,
and then begin their mystic song of worship.

CHORUS. From Asia, from the dayspring that uprises

To Bromios ever glorying we came.

We laboured for our Lord in many guises;

We toiled, but the toil is as the prize is;

Thou Mystery, we hail thee by thy name!

Who lingers in the road? Who espies us?

We shall hide him in his house nor be bold.

Let the heart keep silence that defies us;

For I sing this day to Dionysus

The song that is appointed from of old.

Oh, blessed he in all wise,

Who hath drunk the Living Fountain,

Whose life no folly staineth,

And his soul is near to God;
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vocabulary

Boovti thunder ~brontosaurus
edpVY0pog with broad dancing places
OaAapn den, hole ~thalamus
Osuited o rule, be a judge

Ocpamedw help, serve; flatter, defer to
~therapy

0Vpoog ivied wand

xofoppdg cleansing, purification
xotdyw lead down/home; land
~demagogue

xepavviog of a thunderbolt

%®l660g ivy

%xtoo6w wreath with ivy
Adyrog of childbirth

wiv him, her, it
métopon to fly ~petal
TANYY a hit ~plectrum
mtétopon to fly ~petal
6TEQPAVO® crown
Ttvdoow shake; brandish
&divew (1) be in pain
®dig -vog () pain
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cleansing, pu-
rification
[rule, be a judge

shake; 80
brandish

[ivied wand

|crown

help, serve;
flatter, defer to

[lead down/home; land 85

with broad

dancing places

|of childbirth

[thunder 90

la hit

|den, hole
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Whose sins are lifted, pall-wise,
As he worships on the Mountain,
And where Cybele ordaineth,
Our Mother, he has trod:

His head with ivy laden

And his thyrsus tossing high,
For our God he lifts his cry;
“Up. O Bacchae, wife and maiden,
Come, O ye Bacchae, come;

Oh, bring the Joy-bestower,
God-seed of God the Sower,
Bring Bromios in his power
From Phrygia’s mountain dome;
To street and town and tower,
Oh, bring ye Bromios home.”
Whom erst in anguish lying

For an unborn life’s desire,

As a dead thing in the Thunder
His mother cast to earth;

For her heart was dying, dying,
In the white heart of the fire;
Till Zeus, the Lord of Wonder,
Devised new lairs of birth;

77
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vocabulary

dypa hunting, prey

Bobw teem with ~embryo
dépxropot see, watch

Spbxmy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent
dpd¢ -6¢ (f) tree, oak, lumber ~druid
&NGrty fir tree; oar

évdutdg (clothing) worn

£v0Ocv thence, whence

gvtiOnue load; mp: take to heart
~thesis

Olacog revel; group of people
xOAOTTTR to cover with, hide
~apocalypse

%®660g ivy

%®ooéw wreath with ivy

*Aaddog branch, shoot

xpv7tdég hidden, secret ~cryptic
powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

unodg thigh, femur

pidag oak, yew, morning glory
v&pOnE -xoc (m) fennel stalk
vePpig fawnskin

7epo6vY nail, pin, clasp; cleat; fibula
~pierce

TAOxapog lock of hair

GTEQPOVOG Ting

GTEQOVOW crown

o6Té@w crown, put around

oTilw tattoo

Tp0@0b¢ (f) wet nurse ~atrophy
OBpLothg -0b (m, 1) wanton, savage
X0peVw dance
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[thigh |cover, hide

hidden,
secret

nail, pin|
clasp; cleat;
fibula

100
|crown
[ring
madwoman,
maenad
[lock of hair |[wet nurse

|crown

teem [teem with
with

oak, yew,
morning glory

tree, oak, lumber

fir tree;branch, 110
oar shoot

(cloth- [fawnskin
ing)
crown, put a ound [lock of hair

[fennel stalk |[wanton,

savage

revel; group
of people
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Yea, his own flesh tore to hide him,
And with clasps of bitter gold
Did a secret son enfold,
And the Queen knew not beside him;
Till the perfect hour was there;
Then a horned God was found,
And a God of serpents crowned;
And for that are serpents wound
In the wands his maidens bear,
And the songs of serpents sound
In the mazes of their hair.
All hail, O Thebes, thou nurse of Semele!
With Semele’s wild ivy crown thy towers;
Oh, burst in bloom of wreathing bryony,
Berries and leaves and flowers;
Uplift the dark divine wand,
The oak-wand and the pine-wand,
And don thy fawn-skin, fringed in purity
With fleecy white, like ours.
Oh, cleanse thee in the wands’ waving pride!
Yea, all men shall dance with us and pray,



vocabulary

&vtpov cave

avMéw play (blow, toot)

oAy courtyard

adAtg -tog (f) roost, bivouac
a0Aog flute, tube, hollow
oOA®Y canyon, strait, canal
€vavlog gully, torrent
¢Eavbw bring to pass; slay
ebaopa a Bacchanalian shout
Cabzog holy

N80¢ sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
OnAvyevig female, feminine
Olacog revel; group of people
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totég mast, loom ~stand
xepévvopt (D) mix ~crater

%xepbw mix in a bowl

xepxic -tog () weaver’s shuttle
xovpa clipping of hair, wool
xTuTéw crash

%®TOTTOE Noise

paivopot be berserk ~maenad
oloTpéw sting; go crazy

oUYVATTL join, partake; adjoin; consult;
fight ~haptic

oVYTOVOG tense; impetuous; earnest
Totetnpig triennial
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female,
feminine
[loom |[weaver’s shuttle
|sting; go crazy clipping of
hair, wool
[holy
gully,
torrent
|cave
125
tense; impetu-
ous; earnest
|a Bacchanalian shout
[be berserk 130

[bring to pass; slay

join, par-triennial
take; ad-

join; con-

sult; fight

[sweet revel; group
of people
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When Bromios his companies shall guide
Hillward, ever hillward, where they stay,

The flock of the Believing,

The maids from loom and weaving

By the magic of his breath borne away.

Hail thou, O Nurse of Zeus, O Caverned Haunt
Where fierce arms clanged to guard God’s cradle rare,
For thee of old crested Corybant

First woke in Cretan air

The wild orb of our orgies,

The Timbrel; and thy gorges

Rang with this strain; and blended Phrygian chant
And sweet keen pipes were there.

But the Timbrel, the Timbrel was another’s,
And away to Mother Rhea it must wend;

And to our holy singing from the Mother’s
The mad Satyrs carried it, to blend

In the dancing and the cheer

Of our third and perfect Year;

And it serves Dionysus in the end!

O glad, glad on the mountains

To swoon in the race outworn,

When the holy fawn-skin clings,
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vocabulary

GYoA e exalt; mp: exult in
Gypebw catch (prey, fish)

ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether

&iloow dart, glance

vordAle brandish; (pass) leap up
~Pallas

Gvéywm raise; mid: endure, submit
Bod din, a shout

Bosein shield; leather, bovine

YéAa milk ~galaxy

0po6pog running, racing ground
~hippodrome

évdutdg (clothing) worn

EEapyog leader ~oligarch
émBpEpw roar upon ~brontosaurus
¢pe0ilw annoy, excite ~Eris
eboopo a Bacchanalian shout

toge shout

AiBavog frankincense ~Lebanon
uwéAme celebrate in song

v&pOnE -xog (m) fennel stalk
véxtap -og (n) nectar

Tédov ground ~pedal

Tedooe to the ground, to the bottom
Ted% pine

TAOxapog lock of hair

0éw flow ~rheostat

olmte hurl

Toté00¢ such

TOpTovoy drum

TOpTavog drum

QNG -y6g (f) flame ~flame

%000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
oOpopayog raw flesh-eating
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to the ground,
to the bottom

(clothing) |catch (prey, fish)
worn

[flesh-eating

[leader
[milk |ground
nectar [frankincense
raise; [lame  |pine
endure
fennel dart, [|running dance;
stalk glance chorus
annoy,
excite
|shout brandish;
(pass) leap up
[lock of hair lether  |hurl
a Bac-jsuch  [roar upon
chanalian
shout

|celebrate in song
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140
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And all else sweeps away,

To the joy of the red quick fountains,

The blood of the hill-goat torn,

The glory of wild-beast ravenings,

Where the hill-tops catch the day;

To the Phrygian, Lydian, mountains!’

Tis Bromios leads the way.

Then streams the earth with milk, yea, streams
With wine and nectar of the bee,

And through the air dim perfume steams
Of Syrian frankincense; and He,

Our leader, from his thyrsus spray

A torchlight tosses high and higher,

A torchlight like a beacon-fire,

To waken all that faint and stray;

And sets them leaping as he sings,

His tresses rippling to the sky,

And deep beneath the Maenad cry

His proud voice rings:

“Come, O ye Bacchae, come!”

Hither, O fragrant of Tmolus the Golden,
Come with the voice of timbrel and drum;
Let the cry of your joyance uplift and embolden
The God of the joy-cry; O Bacchanals, come!
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vocabulary

&vamte bind; blame; kindle ~haptic
oo -ewg (n, 3) town

oOEGVW strengthen

BAaoTnpa shoot; offspring

Boépw roar, clash, rage ~brontosaurus
Yepowog old ~geriatric

Yfjpug voice

dopa hide, flaying

eloayyéAe announce

éxxoléw call forth ~gallo

grolpog ready; fulfilled

0Vpoog ivied wand

Ovpoow make into a wand

xlootvog of ivy

xAOw hear, listen to ~Euclid
%pog -tég (£, 3) head

xpéag -wg (n) meat ~creatine
x@Aov limb

AwTog clover? lotus?

wiv him, her, it

vePpog (f) fawn

7O gate ~Thermopylae
TVEYOw wall, fortify

mtdAog (f) foal ~foal

oxevY] equipment

60@og skilled, clever, wise
6TEPAVO® crown

ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
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|clover? lotus? 160
roar,
clash,
rage 165
[foal
[limb
|gate |call forth 170
wall, [town
fortify
lannounce
[hearken, mark lold 175
bind; [fawn hide,
blame; flaying
kindl
crown e |of ivy |shoot; offspring
[voice [hear
skilled, [skilled,
clever, |clever, wise

wise .
lequipment 180

|strengthen
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With pealing of pipes and with Phrygian clamour,

On, where the vision of holiness thrills,

And the music climbs and the maddening glamour,
With the wild White Maids, to the hills, to the hills!
Oh, then, like a colt as he runs by a river,

A colt by his dam, when the heart of him sings,

With the keen limbs drawn and the fleet foot a-quiver,
Away the Bacchanal springs!

Enter TEIRESIAS. He is an old man and blind, leaning upon a staff and moving
with slow stateliness, though wearing the Ivy and the Bacchic fawn-skin.
TEIRESIAS. Ho, there, who keeps the gate? — Go, summon me

Cadmus, Agenor’s son, who crossed the sea

From Sidon and upreared this Theban hold.

Go, whosoe’er thou art. See he be told

Teiresias seeketh him. Himself will gauge

Mine errand, and the compact, age with age,

I vowed with him, grey hair with snow-white hair,

To deck the new God’s thyrsus, and to wear

His fawn-skin, and with ivy crown our brows.
Enter CADMUS from the Castle. He is even older than TEIRESIAS, and wears the
same attire.

CADMUS. True friend! I knew that voice of thine, that flows

Like mellow wisdom from a fountain wise.

And, lo, I come prepared, in all the guise

And harness of this God. Are we not told

His is the soul of that dead life of old

That sprang from mine own daughter? Surely then

Must thou and I with all the strength of men

Exalt him.
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vocabulary

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

gEnyéopon lead forth; set out, describe
~hegemony

é¢mthavObvew mp: forget ~Lethe
gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
nBaw be young ~Hebe

700G sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia

00poog ivied wand

x&pvo toil, be tired, acquire by toil; be
troubled; be sick

xotofdAAw throw down, cast off
~ballistic

®OTOPEOVE® scorn; think of

xelw rest, go to rest

%06g -t6¢ (f, 3) head

xpéog -w¢ (n) meat ~creatine
%»p0oTéw cause to rattle

xToopoL acquire, possess

OUFME -x0g (m) of the same age
0o0x0DY not so?; and so

6%0g pl: carrying thing, chariot,
holding place ~wagon

métprog of the father(s), ancestral
TEPAW cross over, drive across; sell as
a slave ~pierce

TEpvnut export, sell as a slave ~porno
mol whither? how long?

TOMOg gray ~polio

osiw shake ~seismic

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

X0V dance

X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
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whither?|dance |[whither? how long?
how
0
long’ |shake |gray lead forth; set 185
out, describe
skilled,

clever, wise

toil, acquire,

be tired
ivied  |cause to rattle |mp: forget |sweet
wand
be |d0, try, attack  |dance; 190
young chorus
not so?;|chariot
and so
rest
|dance 195
scorn; think [mortal
of
la god, fate, doom 200
of the father(s), |of the same age
ancestral

lacquire [throw down, cast off
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Where then shall I stand, where tread
The dance and toss this bowed and hoary head?
O friend, in thee is wisdom; guide my grey
And eld-worn steps, eld-worn Teiresias. — Nay;
I am not weak.
At the first movement of worship his manner begins to change; a mysterious
strength and exaltation enter into him.
Surely this arm could smite
The wild earth with its thyrsus, day and night,
And faint not! Sweetly and forgetfully
The dim years fall from off me!
TEIRESIAS. As with thee,
With me ‘tis likewise. Light am I and young,
And will essay the dancing and the song.
CADMUS. Quick, then, our chariots to the mountain road.
TEIRESIAS. Nay; to take steeds were to mistrust the God.
CADMUS. So be it. Mine old arms shall guide thee there.
TEIRESIAS. The God himself shall guide! Have thou no care.
CADMUS. And in all Thebes shall no man dance but we?
TEIRESIAS. Aye, Thebes is blinded. Thou and I can see.
CADMUS. ‘Tis weary waiting; hold my hand, friend; so.
TEIRESIAS. Lo, there is mine. So linked let us go.
CADMUES. Shall things of dust the Gods’ dark ways despise?
TEIRESIAS. Or prove our wit on Heaven’s high mysteries?
Not thou and I! That heritage sublime
Our sires have left us, wisdom old as time,
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vocabulary

aioyOve (D) spoil, disgrace, disfigure,
mar

dxpov crest, extremity ~acute

dxpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
avEGvw strengthen

Yepowog old ~geriatric

Yipag -og (n, 3) old age

YNedoxw grow old ~geriatric
daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

daoxtog thickly shaded ~shadow
éxAeimw leave out, pass over

Olacog revel; group of people

006Zw move quickly; sit

%®ooéw wreath with ivy

¥AVOw hear, listen to ~Euclid

x0tvég communal, ordinary

%xpbig -t6¢ (f, 3) head

%xpdtog strength, power; victory
~democracy

xpéag -w¢ (n) meat ~creatine
TEPAW cross over, drive across; sell as
a slave ~pierce

TAfovg full, complete; (+gen) full of
~plethora

TTTOEW scare

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

omovdi] zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

T (1) honor, exalt

Tidé» honor, exalt

@éyyog -cog (n, 3) light, luster
X0V dance

X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
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skilled,
clever, wise
spoil,
disgrace
|dance
|dance lold
communal, |strengthen
ordinary
light,
luster
zeal; cross; sell
(dat) wit
difficulty,
strength, hastily
power; vic-
t
scare T
[hear
[leave out, pass over
thickly
shaded
[move quickly; sit la god, fate, doom
dance;
chorus
full, com-revel; group

plete; (+gen)
tull of

of people

as a slave
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No word of man, how deep soe’er his thought

And won of subtlest toil, may bring to naught.

Aye, men will rail that I forgot my years,

To dance and wreath with ivy these white hairs;
What recks it? Seeing the God no line hath told

To mark what man shall dance, or young or old;
But craves his honours from mortality

All, no man marked apart; and great shall be!
CADMUS. Teiresias, since this light thou canst not read,
I must be seer for thee. Here comes in speed
Pentheus, Echi on’s son, whom I have raised

To rule my people in my stead. — Amazed

He seems. Stand close, and mark what we shall hear.

The two stand back, partially concealed, while there enters in hot haste PENTHEUS,
followed by a bodyguard. He is speaking to the SOLDIER in command.
PENTHEUS. Scarce had I crossed our borders, when mine ear

Was caught by this strange rumour, that our own
Wives, our own sisters, from their hearths are flown
To wild and secret rites; and cluster there

High on the shadowy hills, with dance and prayer
To adore this new-made God, this Dionyse,
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vocabulary

&Aoot elsewhere ~alien

avoosiow shake back, out

&pxvg net

appolw fit together; be well fitted to
~harmony

&ponv male

BooTpuyog curl, lock

Yong Y@tog (m, 3) sorcerer, trickster
déopog binding; enchanting
é€nwddg singing to or over

éonuio wilderness, solitude

eov1] bed; (pl) anchor stones
edQEOvVY euphemism for night
Onpdw hunt, chase

Ovooxobog -0 priest?

0Vpoog ivied wand

noxodPYog causing evil ~ergonomics
»x6pn hair ~comet

xportip -o¢ (m) mixing bowl for wine
XTLTE® crash

powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

veavig -dog (f) young woman ~neon
Eav00og yellow

dooc eyes (dual)

6ocopat see with the mind’s eye,
forebode

TAYONUOg roaming a town
TPOoTONOG servant, attendant
cpoteive hold out, offer

TP6Qaots -cwg () pretext; motive;
prediction ~fame

mtwoow to duck, cringe ~pudendum
oLd1podg of iron

otéym roof, ceiling, chamber
ovyylyvopon associate with, meet, have
sex ~genus

Téyo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

TeleTH] rite, festival

OTTNPETED serve
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|mixing bowl for wine |elsewhere  |wilderness,
solitude
[to duck, cringe |bed; |male |serve
(pD
. nchor .
pretext; motive; |gi o oo madwoman|priest?
prediction maenad
225
binding;
enchanting
roaming a town roof, ceiling,
chamber
[hunt, chase
|of iron
[fit well [net
sorcerer,
trickster
[yellow |curl, lock [hair 235
euphemism |ovyylyvopon?: associate with, meet, have sex;
for night or ovuyyiyvopot?: associate with, meet, have sex
rite, [hold out, offer young
festival woman
roof, ceiling,
chamber
|crash ivied |shake back, out

wand
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Whate’er he be! — And in their companies
Deep wine-jars stand, and ever and anon

Away into the loneliness now one

Steals forth, and now a second, maid or dame
Where love lies waiting, not of God! The flame
They say, of Bacchios wraps them. Bacchios! Nay,’
Tis more to Aphrodite that they pray.

Howbeit, all that I have found, my men

Hold bound and shackled in our dungeon den;
The rest, I will go hunt them! Aye, and snare
My birds with nets of iron, to quell their prayer
And mountain song and rites of rascaldom!
They tell me, too, there is a stranger come,

A man of charm and spell, from Lydian seas,

A head all gold and cloudy fragrancies,

A wine-red cheek, and eyes that hold the light
Of the very Cyprian. Day and livelong night
He haunts amid the damsels, o’er each lip
Dangling his cup of joyance! Let me grip

Him once, but once, within these walls, right swift
That wand shall cease its music, and that drift
Of tossing curls lie still—when my rude sword
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vocabulary

avaivopor refuse, reject

Yépog wedding, sex ~bigamy

YeAdow laugh, smile, laugh at

YHioog -og (n, 3) old age

YNedoxw grow old ~geriatric

Saipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

déoptog binding; enchanting

eloopdiw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

elo@Epw carry into/along; propose
~bear

€Aedlcpog not enslaved

fodpa -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

0Vpoog ivied wand

Oupoow make into a wand

xgpawviag -ov (m, 1) thunderstruck
xepovviog of a thunderbolt

%®66dg ivy

xopéw have long hair

%#6py hair ~comet

Aapmég -dog (f, 3) torch

uedinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

unoodg thigh, femur

ute06g reward, wages

v&pOnE -xog (m) fennel stalk
vePpig fawnskin

Towxilog ornamented; various
TOMOg gray ~polio

TTEPWTOG winged

paive sprinkle

04T sew

péntw incline or sink downwards
oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

TEUVo cut, sacrifice, solemnize
~tonsure

TaYNA0g neck ~trachea

0BpPilw insult, treat outrageously
UBotg -cwg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
Xwplg separately; except, other than
~heir

Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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neck sepa- |cut, sacrifice,
rately; |solemnize
except,
other
than
[thigh
[torch
wedding, [be false, deceive; 245
sex (mid) to lie
[hubris [insult
wonder,
surprise

ornamented [fawnskin

laugh, 250
smile

fennel avaivopor?: refuse, reject; or

stalk avaivopot?: refuse, reject

look at, see; treat
with respect

[ivy [not enslaved

let go, cease;
(mid) speed off

la god, fate, doom

reward,
wages

[winged

|gray

binding;
enchanting




54

BAKXAI 241

Falls between neck and trunk! ‘Tis all his word,
This tale of Dionysus; how that same

Babe that was blasted by the lightning flame
With his dead mother, for that mother’s lie,

Was re-conceived, born perfect from the thigh

Of Zeus, and now is God! What call ye these?
Dreams? Gibes of the unknown wanderer? Blasphemies
That crave the very gibbet?

Stay! God wot,

Here is another marvel! See I not

In motley fawn-skins robed the vision-seer
Teiresias? And my mother’s father here —

O depth of scorn! —adoring with the wand

Of Bacchios? — Father! — Nay, mine eyes are fond;
It is not your white heads so fancy-flown!

It cannot be! Cast off that ivy crown,

O mine own mother’s sire! Set free that hand
That cowers about its staff.’

Tis thou hast planned

This work, Teiresias! ‘Tis thou must set

Another altar and another yet

Amongst us, watch new birds, and win more hire
Of gold, interpreting new signs of fire!

But for thy silver hairs, I tell thee true,

Thou now wert sitting chained amid thy crew
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vocabulary

aoidéopat respect, be ashamed
é&vtimaog rival; balanced

&popu1 starting point; means
Botpug cluster of grapes

Yévog -cog (n, 3) liquid sheen
YMyevig indigenous, primeval
YAGooo tongue, language ~glossary
Yo6vog offspring ~genus

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

daig -t6g (f) feast, banquet ~demon
dtayehdw laugh at, mock
dvooéfeia impiety

eloayw lead in ~demagogue
EXTPEPW raise, rear

gvetut be in ~ion

évinue put in; motivate ~jet

gEetmov speak out, disclose
ebTpOoY0g well wheeled

0péoog -oug (n, 3) boldness,
over-boldness

xoatotoydve (D) act disgracefully
uéye0og -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

veaviag -ov (ao, m) young person
ENodg dry, the land ~xeriscape
omdrtepog which of two, either of two
6mov where

doyta -tog (n, 2) secret rites

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

onelpw sow ~diaspora

otéyvg head of grain

TeheTH] rite, festival

0YLg sound, profitable ~hygiene



56 BAKXAI 260

TeleTas movnpas elodywy” yuvalbl yap
</ ’ > \ 4 ’
omov BoTpuos €v daiTl yiyveTal ydvos,

> e \ 3 \ b4 4 ~ > 4
0VX UYLES 0VOEV €TL Aéyw TV Opylwy.

XOPOZ. 1ijs dvooeBelas. & E€v', ovk aidf Oeovs
Kdduov 1e Tov omeipavra ynyevi) orayuv,
"Exiovos & &v mals kaTaioyives yévos;

TEIPEZIAZ. 6Tav Aafy Tis 7w ASywv avip codos

\ > ’ B ’ s v o ’
KaAas dgopuas, ov uéy €pyov ev Aéyew:

\ 3 4 \ ~ c ~ b4
oV O €UTPOoXOV eV YADOOaV ws Ppovdy EXeLs,
€V Tols AOyoLoL & 0UK Evelol 0oL PpéEves.
Opdoel 8¢ duvaTos kal Aéyew oids T avnp
KaKOS TOAITYS ylyveTal volv ovk Exwv.
00705 & 0 dailuwv 6 véos, OV oU duayelds,

> N 14 14 > ~ </
ovk av dvvaiuny ueyebos eéfevrety doos
kall ‘EANad’ éoTar. o ydp, & veavia,

\ ~ > > > 7’ 4 ’

Ta mpwT €v avbpwmowor Anunyp Oea—
yi] & €oTlv, dvoua & omdTepov BovAy Kalet

e/ \ > ~ b ’ ’
alrn pev év Enpoiow exTpéder BpoTous:

0s & W\ &mer’, avrimalov 6 Leuéns ydvos

260

265

270

[\
~J
ul



BAKXAI 57

rite, [lead in 260
festival
|[where |cluster offfeast liquid
grapes sheen
sound, secret
profitable rites
[impiety [respect, be ashamed
[sow indigenoilsgad of grain
primeval
lact disgracefully 265
skilled,
clever, wise
starting
point; means
[well wheeled tongue,
language
270
|a god, fate, doom [laugh at, mock

tall, big |speak out, disclose

young
person

which of two,
either of two

dry, thefraise, rear
land

rival; |offspring
balanced
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Of raving damsels, for this evil dream

Thou hast brought us, of new Gods! When once the gleam
Of grapes hath lit a Woman'’s Festival,

In all their prayers is no more health at all!

LEADER OF THE CHORUS (the words are not heard by PENTHEUS).

Injurious King, hast thou no fear of God,

Nor Cadmus, sower of the Giants’ Sod,

Life-spring to great Echi on and to thee?

TEIRESIAS. Good words my son, come easily, when he
That speaks is wise, and speaks but for the right.

Else come they never! Swift are thine, and bright

As though with thought, yet have no thought at all

Lo this new God, whom thou dost flout withal,

I cannot speak the greatness wherewith He

In Hellas shall be great! Two spirits there be,

Young Prince, that in man’s world are first of worth.
Demeter one is named; she is the Earth —

Call her which name thou willl —who feeds man’s frame
With sustenance of things dry. And that which came
Her work to perfect, second, is the Power
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vocabulary

ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether
&pmedog () vine

apmalw carry off, seize ~harpoon
Botpug cluster of grapes

Bpépog -oug (n, 3) fetus, baby
elo@Epw carry into/along; propose
~bear

ExPaAre throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

éxdidwpt hand over ~donate
€omw be able to move ~serpent
0vntég mortal ~euthanasia
xotoyehdw laugh at, deride
xepowviag -ov (m, 1) thunderstruck
xepadviog of a thunderbolt

Abw grip, pin?

M0y forgetting ~Lethe

AUTn distress

predioTque change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send

away ~vstation

unoodg thigh, femur

wiv him, her, it

vewéw revile, quarrel, scold

veixog -gog (n, 3) quarrel, battle
éunpog insurance, hostage

Taopot acquire ~pathos

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
ndpa -tog (n, 3) cover; drink ~pastor
04T sew

ofyvopt (D) to break

006 pl: waters of a river ~rheostat
omévdw libate; (mid) make a treaty
~spontaneous

ovvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
ToAoimtwpog suffering, miserable
UYpPOg wet

UTvog a sleep

@appoxov drug, potion ~pharmacy
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cluster ofjwet carry into/along;

grapes propose

[mortal suffering, 280
miserable

|distress |l (+gen.)  |vine

|sleep

[toil, suffering

libate; (mid)
make a treaty

285
[laugh at, deride
[thigh
[fetus, baby
throw out, 290
fell, let fall
[to break
lether insurancehand over
hostage
[sew thigh 295

change, substitute; withdraw;
change sides; (mid) send away

[hearken, mark
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From Semele born. He found the liquid show

Hid in the grape. He rests man’s spirit dim

From grieving, when the vine exalteth him.

He giveth sleep to sink the fretful day

In cool forgetting. Is there any way

With man’s sore heart, save only to forget?

Yea, being God, the blood of him is set

Before the Gods in sacrifice, that we

For his sake may be blest. — And so, to thee,

That fable shames him, how this God was knit

Into God’s flesh? Nay, learn the truth of it

Cleared from the false. —When from that deadly light
Zeus saved the babe, and up to Olympus’ height
Raised him, and Hera’s wrath would cast him thence
Then Zeus devised him a divine defence.

A fragment of the world-encircling fire

He rent apart, and wrought to his desire

Of shape and hue, in the image of the child,

And gave to Hera’s rage. And so, beguiled

By change and passing time, this tale was born,
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vocabulary

avoyréle force, compel

adyéw boast

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

otamttoéw frighten

Evetut be in ~ion

Otyydve touch

%o -6¢ (n) useless bit; form of xotd
%*A&dog branch, shoot

%xpdtog strength, power; victory
~democracy

A6y spear point; lot

poivopon be berserk ~maenad
povio madness, passion

povtixdg prophetic

pévtig -oc (m) seer ~mantis
petodopfave share in; swap

potpa portion, fate; (xatd+) rightly
~Moira

vooiw be sick, be mad, suffer
6oy tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

méhAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
ey pine

704w jump, spring ~pedal

TAGE -x6¢ (f) flat thing

ociw shake ~seismic

omévdw libate; (mid) make a treaty
~spontaneous

0TéQw crown, put around

oTpatog common people/soldiers
~strategy

ocwEPOVE® be sane, moderate
ThELg -ewg (f) arrangement, military
unit

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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seer la god, fate, doom

[prophetic

[be berserk

portion, [share in; swap

BAKXAI

fate

larmy [tool

[frighten spear  |touch

point;
lot
madness,
passion
[rock

jump, [pine [flat thing
spring
shake, |shake branch,
brandish shoot

strength, [boast

power;

victory )

be sick, be
mad, suffer
libate; (mid) crown, |useless  bit;
make a treaty put form of xatd
around
be sane [force,
moderate compel
be sane/be in

moderate
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How the babe-god was hidden in the torn

Flesh of his sire. He hath no shame thereby.

A prophet is he likewise. Prophecy

Cleaves to all frenzy, but beyond all else

To frenzy of prayer. Then in us verily dwells

The God himself, and speaks the thing to be.

Yea, and of Ares’ realm a part hath he.

When mortal armies, mailed and arrayed,

Have in strange fear, or ever blade met blade,
Fled maddened, ‘tis this God hath palsied them.
Aye, over Delphi’s rock-built diadem

Thou yet shalt see him leaping with his train

Of fire across the twin-peaked mountain-plain,
Flaming the darkness with his mystic wand,

And great in Hellas. — List and understand,

King Pentheus! Dream not thou that force is power;
Nor, if thou hast a thought, and that thought sour
And sick, oh, dream not thought is wisdom!— Up,
Receive this God to Thebes; pour forth the cup

Of sacrifice, and pray, and wreathe thy brow.
Thou fearest for the damsels? Think thee now;
How toucheth this the part of Dionyse



vocabulary

éxog dxeog (n, 3) cure, remedy
évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

otayeAdw laugh at, mock
épiotnut set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

Ocopoyéw fight against the gods
0Vpale out, out of ~door
xaroeoydve (D) act disgracefully
xotodebdm (mp) lie about
%®6060dg ivy

%666 wreath with ivy
poivopon be berserk ~maenad
vooéw be sick, be mad, suffer

BAKXAI

oixéw inhabit ~economics

Opewg anyway, nevertheless
Topotvéw recommend, exhort, warn
TOALdg gray ~polio

7OAY gate ~Thermopylae

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

o @PEOVEw be sane, moderate
cEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
TépTew gratify, satiate, comfort
~terpsichorean

T (1) honor, exalt

@appoxov drug, potion ~pharmacy
x0peV® dance
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sensible,
prudent
set; (mp)|gate
come/be
near, direct, 320
stop
gratify, sa-|honor
tiate, com-
fort
[laugh at, mock
|dance
any- |dance
way,
. never- -
fight against helegs 325
the gods
cure, away from; notbe sick, be
remedy having; notmad, suffer
needin
& lact disgracefully
[be sane, moderate
recommend, 330

exhort, warn

out, out of

|(mp) lie about
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To hold maids pure perforce? In them it lies,

And their own hearts; and in the wildest rite

Cometh no stain to her whose heart is white.

Nay, mark me! Thou hast thy joy, when the Gate
Stands thronged, and Pentheus’ name is lifted great
And high by Thebes in clamour; shall not He

Rejoice in his due meed of majesty?

Howbeit, this Cadmus whom thou scorn’st and 1

Will wear His crown, and tread His dances! Aye,

Our hairs are white, yet shall that dance be trod!

I will not lift mine arm to war with God

For thee nor all thy words. Madness most fell

Is on thee, madness wrought by some dread spell,

But not by spell nor leechcraft to be cured!

CHORUS. Grey prophet, worthy of Phoebus is thy word,
And wise in honouring Bromios, our great God.
CADMUS. My son, right well Teiresias points thy road.
Oh, make thine habitation here with us,

Not lonely, against men’s uses. Hazardous

Is this quick bird-like beating of thy thought

Where no thought dwells. — Grant that this God be naught,
Yet let that Naught be Somewhat in thy mouth;

Lie boldly, and say He is! So north and south

Shall marvel, how there sprang a thing divine

From Semele’s flesh, and honour all our line.

Drawing nearer to



vocabulary

G&EOMov GbAiov prize

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete
avotpéne defeat, thwart ~trophy
avota folly

&vow (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

daxve bite

dedpo here, come here!

otaomdw tear apart ~spatula
oLdaororog teacher

dpbw do, accomplish

elo@Epw carry into/along; propose
~bear

Eumoy backwards, on the contrary

gELyvedo track out

0dxog seat, session of assembly
0veAAa violent storm ~0bw
%xowvog new, fresh, strange

%x6p -6¢c (n) useless bit; form of xotd

%®6060g ivy

%000k wreath with ivy
xouTtalw boast

xpeioowyv more powerful; better

BAKXAI 71

Avpaivopar (D) abuse, violate,
descecrate

uétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
wiv him, her, it

wépog portion, lot in life

roxAéw move with a lever

KoxAdg beam, lever

ropto folly

vooog (f) plague, pestilence ~noisome
o0pdg same ~homoerotic

6pod together

op6m unite ~homoerotic

0pYbg meadow, rich land; sacred land
mpoinut send forth, abandon ~jet
TPOG30oXAW expect

mpoocLut approach, draw near; add
~ion

TPoocNxw belong to, it beseems
TPOGPEP® present; resemble; add
oxONaE -xog (f) puppy

oteiyw go, march ~stair

otéppa -toc (n, 3) headband or wreath
0TéQw crown, put around

ouYyéw entangle, destroy, confound
Téyog -oug (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
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[portion, lot in life

lpuppy
[tear apart
[boast meadow, rich 340
land; sacred land
here, comelcrown, |useless  Dbit;
here! put form of xota
around
present; re-
semble; add
[folly [teacher 345
[be among|go, march |speed
seat,
session
|defeat, thwart [backwards, on
the contrary
ovyxéw?: entangle, destroy, confound; or cuyyéw?:
entangle, destroy, confound
|[wreath violent 350
storm
[bite |do, accomplish
|go, march  |track out
[plague
[new, fresh, strange abuse, violate,

descecrate
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PENTHEUS.

Is there not blood before thine eyes even now?
Our lost Actaeon’s blood, whom long ago

His own red hounds through yonder forest dim
Tore unto death, because he vaunted him

Against most holy Artemis? Oh, beware

And let me wreathe thy temples. Make thy prayer
With us, and walk thee humbly in God’s sight.

He makes as if to set the wreath on PENTHEUS head.

PENTHEUS. Down with that hand! Aroint thee to thy rite
Nor smear on me thy foul contagion!

Turning upon TEIRESIAS.

This

Thy folly’s head and prompter shall not miss

The justice that he needs! — Go, half my guard
Forth to the rock-seat where he dwells in ward
O’er birds and wonders; rend the stone with crown
And trident; make one wreck of high and low

And toss his bands to all the winds of air!

Ha, have I found the way to sting thee, there?

The rest, forth through the town! And seek amain
This girl-faced stranger, that hath wrought such bane
To all Thebes, preying on our maids and wives
Seek till ye find; and lead him here in gyves,
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
aioypdg shameful

&ilw perceive, feel, hear; breathe out
&vop0dw rebuild, restore

oéoptog binding; enchanting

d0ebpo here, come here!

dovAebw serve, be a slave

dpbw do, accomplish

elo@épw carry into/along; propose
~bear

gEattéw demand ~etiology
gElotnue displace, transform; (+gen)
give up ~vstation

xoirep even if

xioowog of ivy

paivopot be berserk ~maenad
povTixog prophetic

pétetut be among, go, follow ~ion
Ouwg anyway, nevertheless

mévlog -cog (n, 3) grief, misfortune
~Nepenthe

Txp0g sharp, bitter ~picric

motva lady ~potent

7od where?

7tépuE -yog (f) wing ~archeopteryx
oteiyw go, march ~stair

oyétMog tough, sound, stubborn, cruel
~ischemia
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binding;
enchanting
|here, come here!
|sharp
tough, sound, [where?
stubborn, cruel
|be berserk

|go, march |demand

leven if

|do, accomplish |of ivy
rebuild,
restore
|shameful lanyway, nevertheless
|serve, be a slave
lgrief carry into/along;
propose

[prophetic

[lady

[wing

perceive;
breathe out
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Till he be judged and stoned and weep in blood

The day he troubled Pentheus with his God!
The guards set forth in two bodies; PENTHEUS goes into the Castle.

TEIRESIAS. Hard heart, how little dost thou know what seed

Thou sowest! Blind before, and now indeed

Most mad! — Come, Cadmus, let us go our way,

And pray for this our persecutor, pray

For this poor city, that the righteous God

Move not in anger. — Take thine ivy rod

And help my steps, as I help thine. ‘Twere ill,

If two old men should fall by the roadway. Still,

Come what come may, our service shall be done

To Bacchios, the All-Father’s mystic son

O Pentheus, named of sorrow! Shall he claim

From all thy house fulfilment of his name,

Old Cadmus? — Nay, I speak not from mine art,

But as I see—blind words and a blind heart!
The two Old Men go off towards the Mountain.

CHORUS. Thou Immaculate on high;

Thou Recording Purity;

Thou that stoopest, Golden Wing,

Earthward, manward, pitying,

Hearest thou this angry King?

Hearest thou the rage and scorn‘

Gainst the Lord of Many Voices,

Him of mortal mother born,
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vocabulary

Giw perceive, feel, hear; breathe out
&vop.og lawless

dmroTadw stop ~pause

dodievtog unmoved, unshaken
adMéw play (blow, toot)

aOAGg flute, tube, hollow
&ppoovvy folly ~frenzy

Btorog life; sustenance, chattels
~biology

Botpug cluster of grapes

Yévog -cog (n, 3) liquid sheen
YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at

daic -tog (f) feast, banquet ~demon
dvortuyia bad luck

eb@PocVYN happiness ~frenzy

Novylo peace and quiet

OoAio abundance, plenty ~thallium
Otaosd o initiate into the Bacchic revel
%®L660g ivy

xportip -og (m) mixing bowl for wine
wéxore fortunate ~macarism

préxop fortunate ~macarism
peptuvéw care for

OTEQPOVOG Ting

ouyyéw entangle, destroy, confound
ouvéyw keep together, constrain

UBotLg -cwg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
UTvog a sleep

%0006g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
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perceive;
breathe out

[hubris

[ring [happiness

initiate into the
Bacchic revel

dance;
chorus

laugh,
smile

|stop
|cluster of grapes

liquid [feast [ivy
sheen

mixing [sleep
bowl for
wine

[lawless [folly

[bad luck

[peace and quiet
[life; sustenance

unmoved,
unshaken
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Him in whom man’s heart rejoices,
Girt with garlands and with glee,
First in Heaven’s sovranty?

For his kingdom, it is there,

In the dancing and the prayer,

In the music and the laughter,

In the vanishing of care,

And of all before and after;

In the Gods’ high banquet, when
Gleams the graperflood, flashed to heaven;
Yea, and in the feasts of men
Comes his crowned slumber; then
Pain is dead and hate forgiven!
Loose thy lips from out the rein;
Lift thy wisdom to disdain;
Whatso law thou canst not see,
Scorning; so the end shall be
Uttermost calamity!’

Tis the life of quiet breath,’

Tis the simple and the true,
Storm nor earthquake shattereth,
Nor shall aught the house undo
Where they dwell. For, far away,
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vocabulary xoAAteTEd® be the best

aif7p ether, air, sky ~ether #Mtog (D) hill side ~incline
avoy.Bpog having little rain 6uwg anyway, nevertheless
BapBapog non-Greek pod pl: waters of a river ~rheostat
Boaybg low, short ocuvég revered, holy

€dpa (o) seat, seated group coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
~polyhedron 60Q0g skilled, clever, wise

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia (P®¢ man
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any- |ether
way,

never-
theless

skilled,
clever, wise

[mortal

[low, short

man

[non-Greek

[be the best
|seat

revered,|hill side
holy
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Hidden from the eyes of day,

Watchers are there in the skies,

That can see man’s life, and prize

Deeds well done by things of clay.

But the world’s Wise are not wise,

Claiming more than mortal may.

Life is such a little thing;

Lo, their present is departed,

And the dreams to which they cling
Come not. Mad imagining

Theirs, I ween, and empty-hearted!

Where is the Home for me?

O Cyprus, set in the sea,

Aphrodite’s home In the soft sea-foam,

Would I could wend to thee;

Where the wings of the Loves are furled,
And faint the heart of the world.

Aye, unto Paphos’ isle,

Where the rainless meadows smile
With riches rolled From the hundred-fold
Mouths of the far-off Nile,

Streaming beneath the waves

To the roots of the seaward caves.
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vocabulary

dAvmog (D) painless

dméyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be at
some distance

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

éxeloe thither

g€t go forth; is possible ~ion
gEinue send forth, allow forth ~jet
OaAio abundance, plenty ~thallium
0ép.tg -toc (f) custom, law
%®0VPOTPOQOG raising children
~atrophy

©érog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody

UéAw concern, interest, be one’s

responsibility

ptoém (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

6ABrog happy, wealthy

TePLooog prodigious, superfluous
mpamnideg -oc (f) midriff, seat of
wisdom and cunning

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

épPtg -tog (f) pleasure

@d&og &g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@oadAog trifling

(g man

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker
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la god, fate, doom

|custom, law

la god, fate, doom

happy.
wealthy

|[worse, more base
[pleasure|painless
[hate

light; salva-
tion; (pl) eyes

skilled, |seat of wisdom
clever, wise

[man

[trifling
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But a better land is there

Where Olympus cleaves the air,

The high still dell Where the Muses dwell,
Fairest of all things fair!

O there is Grace, and there is the Heart’s Desire,
And peace to adore thee, thou Spirit of Guiding Fire!
A God of Heaven is he,

And born in majesty;

Yet hath he mirth

In the joy of the Earth,

And he loveth constantly

Her who brings increase,

The Feeder of Children, Peace.

No grudge hath he of the great;

No scorn of the mean estate;

But to all that liveth His wine he giveth,
Griefless, immaculate;

Only on them that spurn

Joy, may his anger burn.

Love thou the Day and the Night;

Be glad of the Dark and the Light;

And avert thine eyes From the lore of the wise,
That have honour in proud men’s sight.

The simple nameless herd of Humanity

Hath deeds and faith that are truth enough for me!

As the Chorus ceases, a party of the guards return, leading in the midst of them
DIONYSUS, bound. The SOLDIER in command stands forth, as PENTHEUS,
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vocabulary

dypa hunting, prey

Gypebw catch (prey, fish)

&éxwv unwilling

aildwg awe, shame, respect; genitals
&xrpavtog unfilfilled, vain

axwv javelin; unwilling ~acme
&A\Goow trade, transform
avoxoréw call, summon, recall
évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
amayw lead away, back ~demagogue
&pxvg net

adToportog self-willed, accidental
~after

YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at

Yévug jaw

dzop6g bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

OtxAbw break up; relax, weaken
elpyw bound, fend off; do

éx@ebyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
éxdv willingly, on purpose; giving in
too easily

gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
gndyw drive game; induce belief
~demagogue

gmLoTONY message, letter

e0TPeTg ready

épinut (W) send at, let fly; mp: rush at,
spring upon ~jet

fodpoa -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia

0bpetpa -ov (n, 2) door ~door

uhelg xAnidog (f) bar, key ~clavicle
réAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

0pYdg meadow, rich land; sacred land
TAvVONUog roaming a town

Tpdog soft, gentle

oxtptho frolic

otéym roof, ceiling, chamber
cuvopTale snatch with

@poddog fled, vanished

oy flight, means of escape ~fugitive
®Oxdg swift ~oxytocin

®Y00¢ pale
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|catch (prey, fish)

[unfilfilled, vain 435
soft,
gentle
flight, means
of escape
[pale trade, [jaw
transform
|send flying at
[ready 440
awe, shame, re-
spect; genitals
message,
letter
bound, fend|snatch with
off; do
lbond, roaming roof, ceiling,
latch, town chamber
stra
fled, P meadow, rich 445
vanished land; sacred land
call, summon,
recall
self-willed, bond, |break up; re-
accidental latch, [lax, weaken
stra
|bar, key 7 |urge, |door away from; not hav-
impel; ing; not needing
release
wonder,
surprise
|be in/on the mind 450
[net

[flee
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hearing the tramp of feet, comes out from the Castle.

SOLDIER. Our quest is finished, and thy prey, O King,

Caught; for the chase was swift, and this wild thing

Most tame; yet never flinched, nor thought to flee,

But held both hands out unresistingly —

No change, no blanching of the wine-red cheek.

He waited while we came, and bade us wreak

All thy decree; yea, laughed, and made my best

Easy, till I for very shame confessed

And said: “O stranger, not of mine own will

I bind thee, but his bidding to fulfil

Who sent me.”

And those prisoned Maids withal

Whom thou didst seize and bind within the wall

Of thy great dungeon, they are fled, O King.

Free in the woods, a-dance and glorying

To Bromios. Of their own impulse fell

To earth, men say, fetter and manacle,

And bars slid back untouched of mortal hand

Yea, full of many wonders to thy land

Is this man come... Howbeit, it lies with thee!

PENTHEUS. Ye are mad! — Unhand him. Howso swift he be,

My toils are round him and he shall not fly.
The guards loose the arms of DIONYSUS; PENTHEUS studies him for a while in
silence then speaks jeeringly. DIONYSUS remains gentle and unafraid.



vocabulary

aupop@og misshapen, shapeless
avayxage force, compel

&otu -cwg (n, 3) town

vauog wedding, sex ~bigamy
Yévug jaw

eioBaive enter, board ~basis
€v0ade here, hither

évtedlev thence

Lebyvope (D) yoke, join ~zygote
Onpdw hunt, chase

i0éa id7jg semblance; kind, style
xoAlov1] beauty

»AOw hear, listen to ~Euclid
%6pTT0g noise, racket

%®UxAog circle, wheel ~cycle
Asuxdg white ~light

BAKXAI 95

vOxtwp by night

dppa -tog (n, 3) eye

duvopt (D) swear

dpyro -tog (n, 2) secret rites
T&AN wrestling ~Pallas

TédAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TOPUOXEVY preparation
TeptBdAAw act: excel; mid: put on
clothing ~ballistic

TAOxapog lock of hair

760ev from where?

7600¢ longing, regret ~bid
Tmétepog which, whichever of two
oxté shadow ~shadow

Tavaog long

TeheTH] rite, festival

XEw pour, scatter
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misshapen,
shapeless
[lock of hair [long 455
[jaw [pour longing,
regret
[white |[preparation
|[shadow
[beauty [hunt, chase
460
noise,
racket
[hear
[town |excel; don circle,
wheel
[thence
from rite, 465
where? festival
enter,
board
here, [|yoke, |wedding, sex
hither |join
which, [by night force,
whichever compel
secret 470
rites
secret semblance;
rites kind, style




98

BAKXAI 453

Marry, a fair shape for a woman’s eye,

Sir stranger! And thou seek’st no more, I ween!
Long curls, withal! That shows thou ne’er hast been
A wrestler! — down both cheeks so softly tossed
And winsome! And a white skin! It hath cost

Thee pains, to please thy damsels with this white
And red of cheeks that never face the light!

DIONYSUS is silent.

Speak, sirrah; tell me first thy name and race.
DIONYSUS. No glory is therein, nor yet disgrace.

Thou hast heard of Tmolus, the bright hill of flowers?
PENTHEUS. Surely, the ridge that winds by Sardis towers.
DIONYSUS. Thence am I; Lydia was my fatherland.
PENTHEUS. And whence these revelations, that thy band
Spreadeth in Hellas?

DIONYSUS. Their intent and use

Dionysus oped to me, the Child of Zeus.

PENTHEUS. Is there a Zeus there, that can still beget
Young Gods?

DIONYSUS. Nay, only He whose seal was set

Here in thy Thebes on Semele.

PENTHEUS. What way

Descended he upon thee? In full day

Or vision of night?

DIONYSUS. Most clear he stood, and scanned

My soul, and gave his emblems to mine hand.
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vocabulary

&Bdxyevrtog uninitiated in Bacchic
orgies; joyless

aioypog shameful

&uobvg ignorant

auobio ignorance

avoryopedw begin a dance
dpoapioxw join, fit, furnish ~arthritis
&pdw give water

dppmnrog unspoken, unspeakable
~rhetoric

aoéfeta impeity

éoeBéw be impious

doxéw work on

BapBapog non-Greek

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

0ecdpo here, come here!

diapopog different; difference;

disagreeing; balance, bill

806Aog tricky, guileful

“EAAMy Greek

éEevpioxwm find; discover ~eureka
éxOaipw hate ~external

0épig -toc (f) custom, law

00w (D) rush; sacrifice ~00w
vOxTwp by night

6vnotg -og () benefit

omotog whatever kind

doyra -toc (n, 2) secret rites

molog what kind

oca0pog unsound, cracked

oa@g clear, understandable
oepvortng -tog (f, 3) solemnity, dignity
ox6tog darkness, shadow ~shadow
copropa skill, trick

60¢0¢ skilled, clever, wise
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uninitiated in Bac-
chic orgies; joyless

[benefit [rush; sacrifice

custom, law

[impeity  |work on [secret |hate

rites

clear, [what kind
under-
standable

[whatever kind

skilled, 480
clever, wise

[ignorant

|here, come here! |a god, fate, doom

secret
rites

|begin a dance

|Greek

different;
disagreeing

by night 485

by night solemnity, |darkness

dignity

unsound,
cracked

tricky,
guileful

find;
discover

[skill, trick

|[shametul

[ignorance [be impious
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PENTHEUS. What like be they, these emblems?
DIONYSUS. That may none

Reveal, nor know, save his Elect alone.

PENTHEUS. And what good bring they to the worshipper?
DIONYSUS. Good beyond price, but not for thee to hear.
PENTHEUS. Thou trickster? Thou wouldst prick me on the more
To seek them out!

DIONYSUS. His mysteries abhor

The touch of sin-lovers.

PENTHEUS. And so thine eyes

Saw this God plain; what guise had he?

DIONYSUS. What guise

It liked him. ‘Twas not I ordained his shape.

PENTHEUS. Aye, deftly turned again. An idle jape,

And nothing answered!

DIONYSUS. Wise words being brought

To blinded eyes will seem as things of nought.
PENTHEUS. And comest thou first to Thebes, to have thy God
Established?

DIONYSUS. Nay; all Barbary hath trod

His dance ere this.

PENTHEUS. A low blind folk, I ween,

Beside our Hellenes!

DIONYSUS. Higher and more keen

In this thing, though their ways are not thy way.
PENTHEUS. How is thy worship held, by night or day?
DIONYSUS. Most oft by night; ‘tis a majestic thing,

The darkness.

PENTHEUS. Ha! with women worshipping?’

Tis craft and rottenness!

DIONYSUS. By day no less,

Whoso will seek may find unholiness —

PENTHEUS. Enough! Thy doom is fixed, for false pretence
Corrupting Thebes.

DIONYSUS. Not mine; but thine, for dense

Blindness of heart, and for blaspheming God!
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vocabulary

aPpog graceful, delicate, pretty

&oefg profane

aD3Gw speak, declare, shout
~Theravada

dootpéw take away ~heresy
BooTpuyog curl, lock

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

eloopdiw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

évdidmpt hand over, lend, show, allow
gvoov in the house of; within

g€vow in the house of; within
gmitndetog fit, suitable

0paoig brave, strong

0Vpoog ivied wand
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trerxog of horses ~hippo
®oTOPEOVEW scorn; think of
xoteipyw shut in; hinder

dppoa -tog (n, 3) eye

TéNag near, close

TAnciog near, neighboring

TAOxapog lock of hair

7od where?

cwEPOVE® be sane, moderate
ocwEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
Téuvw cut, sacrifice, solemnize
~tonsure

@avep0g visible, conspicuous ~photon
@opéwm frequentative of @épw, to carry
~bear

xwpéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir
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brave,
strong

grace- |curl, lock

cut, sacrifice,

ful, solemnize
delicate,
[lock of etty
[ivied wand 495
[take away frequentative of
@Epw, to carry
la god, fate, doom
near 500
[where? visible,  |eye
conspicuous
[profane look at, see; treat
with respect
scorn; think
of
|speak be sane, moder-sensible,
ate prudent
305
[fit, suitable
with-  |shut in; hinder |of horses |near,
draw, close
give
way to

(+dat)
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PENTHEUS. A ready knave it is, and brazen-browed,

This mystery-priest!

DIONYSUS. Come, say what it shall be,

My doom; what dire thing wilt thou do to me?

PENTHEUS. First, shear that delicate curl that dangles there.
He beckons to the soldiers, who approach DIONYSUS.

DIONYSUS. I have vowed it to my God; ‘tis holy hair.
The soldiers cut off the tress.

PENTHEUS. Next, yield me up thy staff!

DIONYSUS. Raise thine own hand

To take it. This is Dionysus’ wand.
PENTHEUS takes the staff.

PENTHEUS. Last, I will hold thee prisoned here.

DIONYSUS. My Lord

God will unloose me, when I speak the word.

PENTHEUS. He may, if e’er again amid his bands

Of saints he hears thy voice!

DIONYSUS. Even now he stands

Close here, and sees all that I suffer.

PENTHEUS. What?

Where is he? For mine eyes discern him not.

DIONYSUS. Where I am! ‘Tis thine own impurity

That veils him from thee.

PENTHEUS. The dog jeers at me!

At me and Thebes! Bind him!
The soldiers begin to bind him.

DIONYSUS. I charge ye, bind

Me not! I having vision and ye blind!

PENTHEUS. And I, with better right, say bind the more!
The soldiers obey.

DIONYSUS. Thou knowest not what end thou seekest, nor

What deed thou doest, nor what man thou art!

PENTHEUS. Agave’s son, and on the father’s part

Echion’s, hight Pentheus!

DIONYSUS. So let it be,

A name fore-written to calamity!

PENTHEUS. Away, and tie him where the steeds are tied;
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vocabulary

avo@aive reveal, shine ~phenomenon
é&mowva -ov (n, 2) ransom,
compensation ~penalty

Bpépog -oug (n, 3) fetus, baby

BYpoa hide, skin

deop6g bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

dvpapPog (1) dithyramb

d00Tog roar

cloopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

totog mast, loom ~stand

»xvépag -og (n, 3) dark, dusk

xTdopat acquire, possess

®TLTEW crash

%*TOTTOG Noise
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uedinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

uétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
unodg thigh, femur

wiv him, her, it

v180g -og (f) belly, womb

o0Thw pierce, wound

moyé (ao) headwaters, fountain
76éte when?

motvia lady ~potent

oxdtiog shadow-born ~shadow
oteiyw go, march ~stair

ovvePYdg cooperating; colleague
UBotopa -tog (n, 3) outrage, insolence
@aTvn manger, crib

X0V dance
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manger, crib shadow- |look
g
born at, see;
treat
|dance with
respect
cooperating;
colleague
[roar [hide, skin
[loom lacquire
|go, march
ransom |outrage,
insolence
bond,
latch,
strap
[lady
[fetus, baby
[thigh
|dithyramb
|belly, womb
reveal,

shine

|dark, dusk
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510

a1
—_
a1

520
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Aye, let him lie in the manger! — There abide

And stare into the darkness! — And this rout

Of womankind that clusters thee about,

Thy ministers of worship, are my slaves!

It may be I will sell them o’er the waves,

Hither and thither; else they shall be set

To labour at my distaffs, and forget

Their timbrel and their songs of dawning day!

DIONYSUS. I go; for that which may not be, I may

Not suffer! Yet for this thy sin, lo, He

Whom thou deniest cometh after thee

For recompense. Yea, in thy wrong to us,

Thou hast cast Him into thy prison-house!
DIONYSUS, without his wand, his hair shorn, and his arms tightly bound, is led
off by the guards to his dungeon. PENTHEUS returns into the Palace.

CHORUS. Achelous’ roaming daughter,

Holy Dirce, virgin water,

Bathed he not of old in thee,

The Babe of God, the Mystery?

When from out the fire immortal

To himself his God did take him,

To his own flesh, and bespake him:

“Enter now life’s second portal,

Motherless Mystery; lo, I break

Mine own body for thy sake,
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vocabulary vai yea

avaivopar refuse, reject ovopdlem to address, name ~name
&vagoaive reveal, shine ~phenomenon dpy" urge, impulse; anger
é&vrimalog rival; balanced wéTe when?

amwOéw repel, reject 6TEQPOVNQPOPO0G crowned
Botpvwdyg like a bunch of grapes Téryo quickly, soon; perhaps
Bootetog mortal ~tachometer

Boobyog rope, noose tépog -wg (n, 3) omen, fetish
dpdxwy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent @Ewg bush used to make brooms
éx@O spring from ~physics @6a pustule

€vtog within @6viog bloody

Olacog revel; group of people @uTEdL plant, grow, cause, prepare
LéAw concern, interest, be one’s ~physics

responsibility x06vrog in, from, under the earth
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[to address, name

330

|crowned repel,

reject

revel; group
of people

avaivopot?: refuse, reject; or
avaivopor?: refuse, reject

[yea like a bunch
of grapes

U1
w
ul

|be in/on the mind

in, from, un-

urge, |reveal,
der the earth

impulsefshine

) anger
spring |setpent
from

540

plant,
grow,
cause,
prepare

in, from, un-
der the earth

omen,
fetish

[mortal [bloody

rival,;
balanced

rope, 545
noose

quickly, soon;
perhaps

|within
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Thou of the Twofold Door, and seal thee
Mine, O Bromios,” —thus he spake
—“And to this thy land reveal thee.”
Still my prayer toward thee quivers,
Dirce, still to thee I hie me;

Why, O Blessed among Rivers,

Wilt thou fly me and deny me?

By His own joy I vow,

By the grape upon the bough,

Thou shalt seek Him in the midnight, thou shalt love Him, even now!
Dark and of the dark impassioned

Is this Pentheus’ blood; yea, fashioned
Of the Dragon, and his birth

From Echion, child of Earth.

He is no man, but a wonder;

Did the Earth-Child not beget him,

As a red Giant, to set him

Against God, against the Thunder?

He will bind me for his prize,

Me, the Bride of Dionyse;

And my priest, my friend, is taken
Even now, and buried lies;
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vocabulary pwéxas fortunate ~macarism
dptAha conflict wéxop fortunate ~macarism
BA®oxw come, go LoAioxe® come, go

O0£vdpov tree podoo muse

eipxti] prison oéBopon feel shame, awe
cloopdiw look at, see; treat with respect oxétiog shadow-born ~shadow
~panorama cuvéyvopt (vD) shatter, shred
gverpt be in ~ion ouvayw assemble; join in battle
€vedg speechless, dumbfounded ~demagogue

€omw be able to move ~serpent Téryo quickly, soon; perhaps
OaAaun den, hole ~thalamus ~tachometer

Olacog revel; group of people Twvéoow shake; brandish
00poog ivied wand UBotLg -cwg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
xt00opilw play the harp @oviog bloody

xopv@1] peak, crown X0V dance

%xpv7tég hidden, secret ~cryptic
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hidden, [prison
secret

look at, see; treat 550
with respect

|conflict
shake;
brandish
[ivied wand
blood hubris 555
y
revel; group
of people
peak,
crown
quickly, soon; 560
perhaps
|den, hole
[play the harp
tree [muse
565

|dance
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In the dark he lies forsaken!

Lo, we race with death, we perish,
Dionysus, here before thee!

Dost thou mark us not, nor cherish,
Who implore thee, and adore thee?
Hither down Olympus’ side,

Come, O Holy One defied,

Be thy golden wand uplifted o’er the tyrant in his pride!
Oh, where art thou? In thine own
Nysa, thou our help alone?

O’er fierce beasts in orient lands
Doth thy thronging thyrsus wave,
By the high Corycian Cave,

Or where stern Olympus stands;

In the elm-woods and the oaken,
There where Orpheus harped of old,
And the trees awoke and knew him,
And the wild things gathered to him,
As he sang amid the broken

Glens his music manifold?

Dionysus loveth thee;

Blessed Land of Piérie,
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vocabulary

& ah!

o036 voice, report ~Theravada
ab3Gw speak, declare, shout
~Theravada

BA®oxw come, go

deomdng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
otaBaive pass over, cross ~basis
ExAO® rescue from ~loose

€omw be able to move ~serpent
eddatpovia prosperity

Olacog revel; group of people

s 7

i6g arrow
iw1 a rush, a sweep

xéAadog loud noise

#AVw hear, listen to ~Euclid

powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

woAioxw come, go

médov ground ~pedal

760y from where?

motvia lady ~potent

ociw shake ~seismic
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|pass over, Cross

madwoman, 570
maenad
575
[hear [hear
[loud noise

|speak 580

master, master,

despot despot

revel; group
of people

|ground [lady 585
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He will come to thee with dancing,
Come with joy and mystery;
With the Maenads at his hest
Winding, winding to the West;
Cross the flood of swiftly glancing
Axios in majesty;
Cross the Lydias, the giver
Of good gifts and waving green;
Cross that Father-Stream of story,
Through a land of steeds and glory
Rolling, bravest, fairest River
E’er of mortals seen!
A VOICE WITHIN. Io! Io!
Awake, ye damsels; hear my cry,
Calling my Chosen; hearken ye!
A MAIDEN. Who speaketh? Oh, what echoes thus?
ANOTHER. A Voice, a Voice, that calleth us!
THE VOICE. Be of good cheer! Lo, it is I,
The Child of Zeus and Semele.
A MAIDEN. O Master, Master, it is Thou!
ANOTHER. O Holy Voice, be with us now!
THE VOICE. Spirit of the Chained Earthquake,
Hear my word; awake, awake!
An Earthquake suddenly shakes
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vocabulary

6 ah!

aifo¢ sparkling ~ether

dAa6g blind

v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

&mtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

adyale discern, recognize
BapBapog non-Greek

Bodp.rog boisterous, epithet of Bacchus
Boovty thunder ~brontosaurus
YO6vog offspring ~genus

dwalw judge

éxmAfoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

EuPolog insertable peg; ram; wedge
formation; porch

grept lie upon; approach ~ion
xepovviog of a thunderbolt

xiwv xlovog (i, f) pillar

Adlopot grasp, seize

123

Aduvog of stone

Aapég -Sog (f, 3) torch
Asboow see, look

pouwvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

wéAabpov roofbeam

wiv him, her, it

véoow trample, press down
médov ground ~pedal
medooe to the ground, to the bottom
mtéte when?

TP0G30xhw expect

oéBopon feel shame, awe
otéym roof, ceiling, chamber
oup@AEyw® burn up

tégog (m) funeral, grave; (n)
astonishment

Téyo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

TPOUEPOG trembling

QNG -y6g (f) flame ~flame
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quickly, soon; [roofbeam
perhaps

trample,
press
down

[roofbeam

of [pillar
stone

wedge formation; porch

Iblind

roof, ceiling,
chamber

grasp,
seize

set on fire; attach;sparklingtorch
mid: touch, seize

discern,
recognize

|see, look

(m) funeral, grave;
(n) astonishment

[flame
[thunder

ljudge [to  theltrembling
ground

[judge gﬁ{oman
maenad

[roofbeam |offspring

[non-Greek panic, be knocked

out

|ground

insertable peg; ram;
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590

595

600
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the pillars of the Castle.
A MAIDEN. Ha! what is coming? Shall the hall
Of Pentheus racked in ruin fall?
LEADER. Our God is in the house! Ye maids adore Him!
CHORUS. We adore Him all!
THE VOICE. Unveil the Lightning’s eye; arouse
The fire that sleeps, against this house!
Fire leaps upon the Tomb of Semele.
A MAIDEN. Ah, saw ye, marked ye there the flame
From Semele’s enhallowed sod
Awakened? Yea, the Death that came
Ablaze from heaven of old, the same
Hot splendour of the shaft of God?
LEADER. Oh cast ye, cast ye, to the earth! The Lord
Cometh against this house! Oh, cast ye down,
Ye trembling damsels; He, our own adored,
God’s Child hath come, and all is overthrown!
The Maidens cast themselves upon the ground, their eyes earthward. DIONYSUS,
alone and unbound, enters from the Castle.
DIONYSUS. Ye Damsels of the Morning Hills,
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vocabulary

&nut blow

aBopio (D) despondency

aiOw set on fire ~ether

&vamtew bind; blame; kindle ~haptic
dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

é&véorog unholy

amtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

& aor: to sate ~sate

Booxw feed, tend ~bovine

Bodyog rope, noose

Y6vv youvog (n, 3) knee ~polygon
deopedom to chain

oéoptog binding; enchanting
otaTtvacow shake apart

elocopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

eloméuno send in

éxolw save from

EAsv0zpow set free

gEavioTnu raise, bring/send out
éonuio wilderness, solitude

Noopat be pleased, enjoy ~hedonism
nvixo when

fovyog quiet
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O0apoéw be of good heart

0doow sit

Oyydve touch

t0pwg sweat ~exude

xo0vBpile insult

xatépyw shut in; hinder

Asboow see, look

0300¢ -vtog (m) tooth

TAnoiog near, neighboring

Tovog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
oxotelvdg dark

otalw dribble, infuse

oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

oLVVATTL join, partake; adjoin; consult;
fight ~haptic

ToDPOog bull ~steer

Téa@og (m) funeral, grave; (n)
astonishment

TPOOog trembling in fear ~tremble
@bog eig (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@&ty manger, crib

@OAXE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

¥elhog -cog (n, 3) lip

xnAn hoof
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|shake apart raise, bring/send
out
[trembling in fear
look at, see; treat wilderness,
with respect solitude
[when |send in 610
|dark
guard;
sentry
|set free
join, partake;binding; rope, 615
adjoin; consult;enchanting noose
fight .
[to chain
[touch [feed, tend
|[manger, crib |bull
rope, [hoof
noose
|sweat dribble, 620
infuse
[lip [tooth
|quiet |see, look
(m) funeral, grave; (n)
astonishment
bind,; set on fire
blame;

kindle
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why lie ye thus dismayed?

Ye marked him, then, our Master, and the mighty hand he laid

On tower and rock, shaking the house of Pentheus? — But arise,

And cast the trembling from your flesh, and lift untroubled eyes.
LEADER. O Light in Darkness, is it thou? O Priest, is this thy face?

My heart leaps out to greet thee from the deep of loneliness.
DIONYSUS. Fell ye so quick despairing, when beneath the Gate I passed?
Should the gates of Pentheus quell me, or his darkness make me fast?
LEADER. Oh, what was left if thou wert gone? What could I but despair?
How hast thou ‘scaped the man of sin? Who freed thee from the snare?
DIONYSUS. I had no pain nor peril; ‘twas mine own hand set me free.
LEADER. Thine arms were gyved!

DIONYSUS. Nay, no gyve, no touch, was laid on me!’

Twas there I mocked him, in his gyves, and gave him dreams for food.
For when he laid me down, behold, before the stall there stood

A Bull of Offering. And this King, he bit his lips and straight

Fell on and bound it, hoof and limb, with gasping wrath and sweat.
And I sat watching! — Then a Voice; and lo, our Lord was come,

And the house shook, and a great flame stood o’er his mother’s tomb.
And Pentheus hied this way and that, and called his thralls amain

For water, lest his roof-tree burn; and all toiled, all
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vocabulary

Geidw sing

aiOp ether, air, sky ~ether
&loow dart, glance

G&oPOAN ankle-boot

apTélw carry off, seize ~harpoon
&pTt at the same time

doxéw work on

doow dart, glance

aOAY courtyard

Yobv at least then

deopdg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

dtapedYw escape, survive

dpog slave ~tame

elow into

éxBaivw come forth, disembark ~basis
éxeloe thither

fjovyog quiet

xoTovoryxddw coerce
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xeAovdg black, dark, swarthy, murky
%xevtéw whip, goad

%*07og beating; toil, fatigue
Avpaivopar (D) abuse, violate,
descecrate

péTny in vain, randomly

noyx0og toil

Eipog -coc (n, 3) sword

TxPOg sharp, bitter ~picric

Tvéw breathe, blow ~apnea
Tovéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
ofyvopt (D) to break

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

6@a&lwm cut the throat

cwEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
@aopo phantom, apparition
@povtilw consider, ponder
xop6e to the ground

Ppopéw make a noise
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[thither [thither . |slave 625
[work
[toil
|sword |black |carry off, seize
phantom, 630
apparition
dart, lether |cut the throat
glance
abuse, violate,
descecrate
[to break [to the ground
|sharp beating;
toil, fatigue
|sword 635
|quiet |come forth
consider,
ponder
make alat |ankle-boot
noise |least
then
[breathe, blow, 640
|[work on|sensible,
prudent
escape,
survive

|coerce
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in vain.

Then deemed a-sudden I was gone; and left his fire, and sped

Back to the prison portals, and his lifted sword shone red.

But there, methinks, the God had wrought—1I speak but as I guess —

Some dream-shape in mine image; for he smote at emptiness,

Stabbed in the air, and strove in wrath, as though ‘twere me he slew.

Then ‘mid his dreams God smote him yet again! He overthrew

All that high house. And there in wreck for evermore it lies,

That the day of this my bondage may be sore in Pentheus’ eyes!

And now his sword is fallen, and he lies outworn and wan

Who dared to rise against his God in wrath, being but man.

And I uprose and left him, and in all peace took my path

Force to my Chosen, recking light of Pentheus and his wrath.

But soft, methinks a footstep sounds even now within the hall;’

Tis he; how think ye he will stand, and what words speak withal?

I will endure him gently, though he come in fury hot.

For still are the ways of Wisdom, and her temper trembleth not!
Enter PENTHEUS in fury

PENTHEUS. It is too much! This Eastern knave hath slipped
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vocabulary

GYYEMA® carry a message, announce
~angel

dpmedog () vine

avinue urge, impel; release ~jet
oA a hit with a missile; a glance
~ballistic

deop6g bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

dLtaedyw escape, survive
elo@épw carry into/along; propose
~bear

éxAeimw leave out, pass over
fovyog quiet

xowvog new, fresh, strange

A7l secure, bar

%xpoTOV® strengthen

xVOxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

Asuxo6g white ~light

6vetdiw upbraid, reproach

6pY" urge, impulse; anger

TEPAW cross over, drive across; sell as
a slave ~pierce

760y from where?

TOpYOg ramparts, tower; line of troops
60@0g skilled, clever, wise

vTepPaive pass, transgress ~basis
brotiOnue suggest, advise ~hypothesis
@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
KLy yLovog (f, 3) snow
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645
urge, |[suggest |quiet
impulse;
anger
from bond, scape,
where? latch, [survive
strap
[new, fresh, strange 650
vine
[reproach
wall, circle,
tower wheel
|pass, transgress
skilled, |skilled, skilled, 655
clever, |clever, wise clever, wise
wise .
pro- |skilled,
duce, |clever, wise
beget;
clasp
carry a message,
announce
|strengthen 660
[leave out, pass over
|[white |snow |urge, [hit; glance

impel;
release
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His prison, whom I held but now, hard gripped
In bondage. —Ha! ‘Tis he! —What, sirrah, how
Show’st thou before my portals?

He advances furiously upon him.

DIONYSUS. And set a quiet carriage to thy rage.
PENTHEUS. How comest thou here? How didst thou break thy cage?
Speak!

DIONYSUS. Said I not, or didst thou mark not me,

There was One living that should set me free?
PENTHEUS. Who? Ever wilder are these tales of thine.
DIONYSUS. He who first made for man the clustered vine.
PENTHEUS. I scorn him and his vines.

DIONYSUS. For Dionyse’

Tis well; for in thy scorn his glory lies.

PENTHEUS. Go swift to all the towers, and bar withal
Each gate!

DIONYSUS. What, cannot God o’erleap a wall?
PENTHEUS. Oh, wit thou hast, save where thou needest it!
DIONYSUS. Whereso it most imports, there is my wit! —
Nay, peace! Abide till he who hasteth from

The mountain side with news for thee, be come.

We will not fly, but wait on thy command.

Enter suddenly and in haste a Messenger from the Mountain.
MESSENGER. Great Pentheus, Lord of all this Theban land,
I come from high Kithaeron, where the frore
Snow spangles gleam and cease not evermore...
PENTHEUS. And what of import may thy coming bring?
MESSENGER. I have seen the Wild White Women there, O King,
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vocabulary

&yeAatog of a herd ~demagogue
&0&og unpunished, blameless
axtig -vog (f) ray, beam ~actinic
ot at the same time

BootAtxnog royal

Booxnpa fed livestock

Yuvaixetog of women ~queen
dpbw do, accomplish

eloopdiw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

gEaxovtilw hurl forth

gEinue send forth, allow forth ~jet
Oadpo -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

Ozopaive heat ~thermos

Otaoog revel; group of people
Oupdew (D) anger

xpeioowy more powerful; better
x®Aov limb

Aémag -wg (n, 3) bare rock
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Asuxdg white ~light

Alav very

wéoxog calf (animal)

olotpog gadfly; an urge

TavTeg by all means

Toppnoio speaking freely

Toln grass

molog what kind

métepog which, whichever of two
mpootifnut add; impose; (mp) agree;
side with ~thesis

omovdi] zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

otéMw prepare, send, furl ~apostle
Téyog -oug (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

T0006060d¢ this much

vToTiOnuL suggest, advise ~hypothesis
%006g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
x0n¢w need ~chresard
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zeal; (dat) with
difficulty, hastily

look at, see; treat
with respect

|gadfly; an urge [limb  fhurl forth 665
[need
do, wonder,
accom- [surprise
lish
Rot which, speaking

whichever freely

[prepare, send, furl

|speed 670
[royal [very
unpunished, [by all means
blameless
langer
|suggest |craft 675
|of a herd [fed livestock |at the samelbare rock
time
|calf
[ray send |heat
forth,
allow
yelh group  offof women dance; 680

eople chorus
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Whose fleet limbs darted arrow-like but now

From Thebes away, and come to tell thee how

They work strange deeds and passing marvel. Yet

I first would learn thy pleasure. Shall I set

My whole tale forth, or veil the stranger part?

Yea Lord, I fear the swiftness of thy heart,

Thine edged wrath and more than royal soul.
PENTHEUS. Thy tale shall nothing scathe thee.— Tell the whole.
It skills not to be wroth with honesty.

Nay, if thy news of them be dark, ‘tis he

Shall pay it, who bewitched and led them on.
MESSENGER. Our herded kine were moving in the dawn
Up to the peaks, the greyest, coldest time,

When the first rays steal earthward, and the rime

Yields, when I saw three bands of them. The one
Autonoé led, one Ino, one thine own
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vocabulary

&yxdn the bent arm ~ankylosaurus
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&CuE unpaired, unmarried

Gupa -tog (n, 3) knot, cord

&vaicow rise, rise quickly
GvooTtéMAw repel, suppress
amoPdAw throw away, lose

Y&Ao milk ~galaxy

Yévug jaw

dépog -wg (n) body; (+gen.) like
00p¢ hide, flaying

Spdg -6¢ (f) tree, oak, lumber ~druid
eixf] haphazardly; in vain

ENGTy fir tree; oar

€peldw press; mid: lean something
against something, prop up

EoNuow raze, bereave; desert, isolate
ebdw sleep, lie down, rest

Oaepdg thriving, vigorous ~thallium
fodpa -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

0npdw hunt, chase

»xa0iCw set, sit, alight, set up ~sit
xafinue () speed down upon; take
down ~jet

xotw burn ~caustic

%xép -6¢ (n) useless bit; form of xoté
xd&rotdo understand

wvéw (1) set in motion, move, remove
~kinetic

xopaw have long hair
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®6un hair ~comet

%xpothp -og (m) mixing bowl for wine
Aguxdg white ~light

Abxog wolf ~lycanthropy

AwTog clover? lotus?

vePpig fawnskin

v@Tov back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

v®Tog back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

oivow make drunk ~wine

6A0AOCw whoop in triumph, shout
ecstatically

dppo -tog (n, 3) eye

60006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6ot Bpewg (m) serpent ~ophidian
moAatdg old ~paleo

Topedopoat sit beside ~sit
mapOévog (f) girl, virgin ~Parthenon
mopinut dangle; pass over, allow ~jet
médov ground ~pedal

oxduvog cub

cEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
Uy (D) forest, firewood

OAfeLg (D) wooded

Uvov a sleep

U7vog a sleep

@6B7 lock of hair; mane; foliage
@OANOV leaf

%006¢ dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
(ogog noise
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dance;
chorus

[fir tree; oar press; midilock of hair;

lean, prop |mane; foliage
[tree, oak, lumber |grounduseless  bit;
form of xotd
haphazardly; in|sensible,
vain prudent
|make drunk |mixing  bowlclover? [noise
for wine lotus?
hunt, raze, bereave;
chase desert, isolate

[whoop

[body; (+gen.) like

[throw away, lose|thriving, |eye

vigorous
unpaired,
unmarried
[fawnskin [knot, cord
hide,
flaying
|serpent [jaw
[the bent arm |cub [wolf

Imilk
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685

690

695
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Mother, Agave. There beneath the trees

Sleeping they lay, like wild things flung at ease

In the forest; one half sinking on a bed

Of deep pine greenery; one with careless head
Amid the fallen oak leaves; all most cold

In purity —not as thy tale was told

Of wine-cups and wild music and the chase

For love amid the forest’s loneliness.

Then rose the Queen Agave suddenly

Amid her band, and gave the God’s wild cry,
“Awake, ye Bacchanals! I hear the sound

Of horned kine. Awake ye!” — Then, all round,
Alert, the warm sleep fallen from their eyes,

A marvel of swift ranks I saw them rise,

Dames young and old, and gentle maids unwed
Among them. O’er their shoulders first they shed
Their tresses, and caught up the fallen fold

Of mantles where some clasp had loosened hold,
And girt the dappled fawn-skins in with long
Quick snakes that hissed and writhed with quivering tongue.
And one a young fawn held, and one a wild
Wolf cub, and fed them with white milk, and smiled
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vocabulary

axpPov crest, extremity ~acute

dxpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
&otu -cwg (n, 3) town

BovxdAog herdsman ~bovine
Bpépog -oug (n, 3) fetus, baby

Yéha milk ~galaxy

YAuxOg sweet, pleasant ~glycerine
daxtulog finger, toe

dtopaow cut through

0p&w do, accomplish

dpdg -6¢ (f) tree, oak, lumber ~druid
eloopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

Exmtndaow sally, leave

gEavinue send upward ~jet

énacidw sing with, to; charm
gmdELog worthy of

Eptg -dog (f) strife

Oadpo -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

Onpdw hunt, chase

0Vpoog ivied wand

xo0€Copan act: set, seat; pass: sit
down, sit up

%007 come down, (a day) to fall,
arrive; be proper

»xaBinue (W) speed down upon; take
down ~jet

xtoowog of ivy
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%x0wv6g communal, ordinary
%x0vow make common; cooperate
%xpMvy well, spring

Asuxo6g white ~light

prootog nipple, breast

réM honey, a sweet

petépyopot seek, visit

wiAag oak, yew, morning glory
v&pOnE -xog (m) fennel stalk

60gv whence

moilw play ~pediatrician

motw hit

médov ground ~pedal

métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
A&y, wandering

TAGvg -Tog (m, 3) wanderer
TAGE -x6g (f) flat thing

7600g longing, regret ~bid
oty -évog (m, 3) shepherd ~pastor
ndpo -tog (n, 3) cover; drink ~pastor
pod pl: waters of a river ~rheostat
oepvog revered, holy

6TOPYG® be turned on

oTtélw dribble, infuse

6TEQPOVOog ring

GTEQPOVO® crown

cuvépyopon come together

1p{Bw (1) rub; (mid) be worn out
~tribulation

{éyw blame, censure
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|breast |be turned on
[fetus, baby |of ivy
tree, oak)oak, yew,
lumber  |morning glory
[ivied wand
sally, 705
leave
fennel |ground
stalk
well,
spring
cover; longing,
drink regret

[finger, toe  |cut through

[milk |of ivy 710
ivied sweet, [honey dribble,
wand pleasant infuse
blame,
censure
|seek, visit
[herdsman
715
wonder, [worthy of
surprise

revered, [flat thing
holy

[hunt, chase
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In love, young mothers with a mother’s breast

And babes at home forgotten! Then they pressed
Wreathed ivy round their brows, and oaken sprays
And flowering bryony. And one would raise

Her wand and smite the rock, and straight a jet

Of quick bright water came. Another set

Her thyrsus in the bosomed earth, and there

Was red wine that the God sent up to her,

A darkling fountain. And if any lips

Sought whiter draughts, with dipping finger-tips
They pressed the sod, and gushing from the ground
Came springs of milk. And reed-wands ivy-crowned
Ran with sweet honey, drop by drop.—O King,
Hadst thou been there, as I, and seen this thing,
With prayer and most high wonder hadst thou gone
To adore this God whom now thou rail’st upon!
Howbeit, the kine-wardens and shepherds straight
Came to one place, amazed, and held debate;

And one being there who walked the streets and scanned
The ways of speech, took lead of them whose hand
Knew but the slow soil and the solemn hill,

And flattering spoke, and asked: “Is it your will,
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vocabulary

&0p60g grouped

éxivnrog motionless, immovable
éavafBodw shout out

&otdnpog not of iron; without sword
Y6vog offspring ~genus

dépog -wg (n) body; (+gen.) like
diyo in two, in two ways

dpop.og running, racing ground
~hippodrome

gmépyopon approach, arrive

0apvog bush

Onpdw hunt, chase

0pdoxw spring, dart ~dart

0Vpoog ivied wand

%xevéw make empty

%wvéw (1) set in motion, move, remove
~kinetic
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%xp0TTK hide, cover ~cryptic

%VPEW come upon, come up against;
obtain

AOYuY lair

pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
wooyog calf (animal)

poxdopor (0) moo, creak, ring
véuw to allot, to pasture ~nemesis
O0TAilw prepare, arm ~hoplite
TAnolog near, neighboring

TopLg -ewg (f) calf (baby cow)
~parturition

npbéooda (+ydptv) be grateful besides
TP060PA look at

oTTOXEOYLOG tearing; spasm
cvvopralw snatch with

@6B7 lock of hair; mane; foliage
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[bush
[hide, cover
move, [ivied wand
remove
|grouped
come upon [near
[lair |make empty
|shout out
hunt,
chase
[ivied wand
tearing;
spasm
|calf approach,
arrive

moo, creak, ring
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720

lock of hair;
mane; foliage

|offspring 725

motionless, [running
immovable
|spring, dart

|snatch with

|hide, cover  |body; (+gen.) like 730

[prepare, arm

~J
w
ul

|distribute
not of iron;
without sword

|calf

[in two, in two ways
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Masters, we stay the mother of the King,

Agave, from her lawless worshipping,

And win us royal thanks?”— And this seemed good
To all; and through the branching underwood

We hid us, cowering in the leaves. And there
Through the appointed hour they made their prayer
And worship of the Wand, with one accord

Of heart and cry

“lacchos, Bromios, Lord,

God of God born!”— And all the mountain felt,

And worshipped with them; and the wild things knelt
And ramped and gloried, and the wilderness

Was filled with moving voices and dim stress.

Soon, as it chanced, beside my thicket-close

The Queen herself passed dancing, and I rose

And sprang to seize her. But she turned her face
Upon me: “Ho, my rovers of the chase,

My wild White Hounds, we are hunted! Up, each rod
And follow, follow, for our Lord and God!”

Thereat, for fear they tear us, all we fled

Amazed; and on, with hand unweaponed

They swept toward our herds that browsed the green
Hill grass. Great uddered kine then hadst thou seen
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vocabulary

Gvovpw (D) confuse; defile

dvo (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

apmalw carry off, seize ~harpoon
BaoiAstog kingly

BAEpapov eyelid

BooTpuyog curl, lock

dépog -wg (n) body; (+gen.) like
deopéwm to chain

deop.dg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

diymiog having cloven hoofs, pincers
dpop.og running, racing ground
~hippodrome

ExPaAle throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

&NGrey fir tree; oar

éuPaive step on, board ~basis
évdutdg (clothing) worn

fupde (D) anger

%xépag -tog (n, 3) horn; military unit
~ceratopsia

®ePG® mix in a bowl

Aémog -w¢ (n, 3) bare rock

poptég -dog (0, f, 3) countless, myriad
vedvig -dog (f) young woman ~neon
vépOe beneath, below

6TO060g as many as, how many, how
great

Spvig -Bog (1, f) bird ~ornithology
médov ground ~pedal

TAevpa rib, side ~pleurisy

TAgVEOV 1ib, side ~pleurisy
TP0G30xhw expect

Tpocéyw direct to; think about
pimtw hurl

pod pl: waters of a river ~rheostat
oidnpog iron ~siderite

otalw dribble, infuse

otéyvg head of grain

o@AaM\® overthrow, balk, stagger
T0DPOog bull ~steer

OBpLothg -0b (m, 1) wanton, savage
xwpéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir
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having [step on, board

cloven
hoofs,

lhurl pincers
dribble, fir  tree;jconfuse; defile
infuse oar

wanton, langer

savage

|overthrow, balk |body; (+gen.) like
countless, young
myriad woman
|(clothing) worn
leyelid

withdraw, give way|bird running
to (+dat)

throw out, [head of grain

fell, let fall

|pare rock

|carry off, seize
|as/how many/great
direct to; |ground

think about

iron |curl, lock
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Bellowing in sword-like hands that cleave and tear,
A live steer riven asunder, and the air

Tossed with rent ribs or limbs of cloven tread,

And flesh upon the branches, and a red

Rain from the deep green pines. Yea, bulls of pride,
Horns swift to rage, were fronted and aside

Flung stumbling, by those multitudinous hands
Dragged pitilessly. And swifter were the bands

Of garbed flesh and bone unbound withal

Than on thy royal eyes the lids may fall.

Then on like birds, by their own speed upborne,
They swept toward the plains of waving corn

That lie beside Asopus’ banks, and bring

To Thebes the rich fruit of her harvesting.

On Hysiae and Erythrae that lie nursed

Amid Kithaeron’s bowering rocks, they burst
Destroying, as a foeman’s army comes.

They caught up little children from their homes,
High on their shoulders, babes unheld, that swayed
And laughed and fell not; all a wreck they made;
Yea, bronze and iron did shatter, and in play
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vocabulary

otlpdoow make bloody

&pmedog () vine

&vélw put on, put back ~sit

dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

&vixw reach up to; belong

avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
Béhog -gog (n, 3) missile ~ballistic
YA®ooo tongue, language ~glossary
daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

deomdrng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
dpdxwy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent
€Aev0epog not enslaved

gAsv0zp0w set free

02apa -tog (o, n, 3) sight, spectacle
0Vpoog ivied wand

Ovpoobw make into a wand

%ol burn ~caustic

%xtvéw (1) set in motion, move, remove

159

~kinetic

A0 hear, listen to ~Euclid
%poive accomplish; (rare) rule
xpMvy well, spring

UN%ETL NO more

vilw wash

vipn (1) it snows

60sv whence

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless

omAn hoof

émAov tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

6pY" urge, impulse; anger
mopyig cheek

otayoy -tog (f, 3) drop

TapBéw be afraid

TePTVOg pleasant

THpovvog tyrant

o@uyn flight, means of escape ~fugitive
xweéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir
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[pburn urge,
impulse;
anger
withdraw, give &
way to (+dat)
sight, 760
spectacle
|make bloody [missile

flight, means
of escape

away from; not hav-
ing; not needing

withdraw, [when@move, 765
give way remove
to (+dat)

|drop |cheek

tongue, |serpent

language

la god, fate, doom master,

despot
770

[hear
vine
[no more
[pleasant

|be afraid 775

[tyrant |anyway, nevertheless
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Struck hither and thither, yet no wound had they;
Caught fire from out the hearths, yea, carried hot
Flames in their tresses and were scorched not!

The village folk in wrath took spear and sword,
And turned upon the Bacchae. Then, dread Lord,
The wonder was. For spear nor barbed brand
Could scathe nor touch the damsels; but the Wand,
The soft and wreathed wand their white hands sped,
Blasted those men and quelled them, and they fled
Dizzily. Sure some God was in these things!

And the holy women back to those strange springs
Returned, that God had sent them when the day
Dawned, on the upper heights; and washed away
The stain of battle. And those girdling snakes
Hissed out to lap the waterdrops from cheeks

And hair and breast.

Therefore I counsel thee

O King, receive this Spirit, whoe’er he be,

To Thebes in glory. Greatness manifold

Is all about him; and the tale is told

That this is he who first to man did give

The grief-assuaging vine. Oh, let him live;

For if he die, then Love herself is slain,

And nothing joyous in the world again!

LEADER. Albeit I tremble, and scarce may speak my thought
To a king’s face, yet will I hide it not.



BAKXAI

vocabulary

dvooTtpé@w act: overturn; mid: find
oneself in ~atrophy

Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
&TavTaw encounter, come upon
oéoptog binding; enchanting
&YY0g near

“EAAnv Greek

éralpo lift, raise ~heresy
émiotpated® march against
novydlw be quiet, rest

fretdopon (pass) be weaker, be
overcome; (active) defeat

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia
fupdw (D) anger

00w (D) rush; sacrifice ~00w
x€évtpov goading rod?

%wvéw (1) set in motion, move, remove
~kinetic

MO hear, listen to ~Euclid
AoxtiCo kick
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vevpd bowstring ~neuro

oxvéw shrink from, hesitate; worry
6uwg anyway, nevertheless

orAn hoof

6émAov tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
méty shield, spear ~pelt

mtéAtyg -ov (m, 1) type of river fish
~pelt

TOAY gate ~Thermopylae

oteiyw go, march ~stair

T6E0v bow ~toxic

UBotopa -tog (n, 3) outrage, insolence
uTePPaAAw® cause to go beyond; delay
~ballistic

VEAaTTL set on fire from underneath
@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
(& pluck

({poyog blemish, blame
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produce,

beget; clasp

165

[near DEamTw?: set on fire from under-
neath; or bpanTw?: set on fire from
underneath

outrage, blemish, : |Greek
insolence blame
hesitate; |go, march 780
worry
|gate
encounter, come upon
shake, [bow
brandish
[pluck [pbowstring < |march against
cause to go be- 785

yond; delay

[bad
[lift, raise

raise;
endure

[be quiet, rest

move,
remove

binding;
enchanting

find oneself in

[rush; sacrifice langer

goading |kick [mortal

rod?

[hear

lanyway, nevertheless

act: overturn; mid:

790



166 BAKXAI 777

Dionyse is God, no God more true nor higher!

PENTHEUS. It bursts hard by us, like a smothered fire,
This frenzy of Bacchic women! All my land

Is made their mock.— This needs an iron hand!

Ho, Captain! Quick to the Electran Gate;

Bid gather all my men at arms thereat;

Call all that spur the charger, all who know

To wield the orbed targe or bend the bow;

We march to war— "’ Fore God, shall women dare

Such deeds against us? ‘Tis too much to bear!

DIONYSUS. Thou mark’st me not, O King, and holdest light
My solemn words; yet, in thine own despite,

I warn thee still. Lift thou not up thy spear

Against a God, but hold thy peace, and fear

His wrath! He will not brook it, if thou fright

His Chosen from the hills of their delight.

PENTHEUS. Peace, thou! And if for once thou hast slipped chain,
Give thanks! — Or shall I knot thine arms again?
DIONYSUS. Better to yield him prayer and sacrifice

Than kick against the pricks, since Dionyse
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vocabulary

6 ah!

ailoypdg shameful

&mopog impassable, difficult
aomic -8og () shield ~spit

debpo here, come here!

diyo in two, in two ways

00Atog tricky, guileful

dovleia slavery

doVAetLog of a slave

dovAsVw serve, be a slave

0p&w do, accomplish

eloopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

ExTPETL turn aside

ExQEpw carry off ~bear

gowg -toc (M) love, desire ~erotic
0fAug female; (rare) abundant ~female
0bpoog ivied wand

00w (D) rush; sacrifice ~00w
%x0wog communal, ordinary
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AuTpdg worthless, wretched
pnyovéopot build, contrive
~mechanism

pnyxovy machine; mechanism, way
wiv him, her, it

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
ofpot woe is me

6oy tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

molog what kind

mroyn fold, layer

otydw (1) be silent

otalpog cottage; post
ouyxaOnuoe live together
ocuuTAExw® twine together
ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
Topdoow mess things up ~trachea
Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

@6vog killing ~offend
xoAxnAotog made of brass
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rush; = |killing female; (rare)

sacri- abundant
fice _ .
|mess things up fold,
layer
|[shameful = |shield
[ivied wand [turn aside |made of brass
impassable, oLUTAéxw?: twine together; or 800
difficult cLUTAéX®W?: twine together

do, ac-be silent
com-
plish

do, accom-|serve, be a slave

plish
|here, come here! in two, in two ways
'woe is me tricky, 805
guileful
|craft

[hearken, mark
|carry off |here, come here!
810
[live together

|cottage; post

love,

desire
worthless, look at, see; treat
wretched with respect
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Is God, and thou but mortal.
PENTHEUS. That will I!
Yea, sacrifice of women’s blood, to cry
His name through all Kithaeron!
DIONYSUS. Ye shall fly,
All, and abase your shields of bronzen rim
Before their wands.
PENTHEUS. There is no way with him,
This stranger that so dogs us! Well or ill
I may entreat him, he must babble still!
DIONYSUS. Wait, good my friend! These crooked matters may
Even yet be straightened.
PENTHEUS has started as though to seek his army at the gate.
PENTHEUS. Aye, if I obey
Mine own slaves’ will; how else?
DIONYSUS. Myself will lead
The damsels hither, without sword or steed.
PENTHEUS. How now? — This is some plot against me!
DIONYSUS. What
Dost fear? Only to save thee do I plot.
PENTHEUS. It is some compact ye have made, whereby
To dance these hills for ever!
DIONYSUS. Verily,
That is my compact, plighted with my Lord!
PENTHEUS. Ho, armourers! Bring forth my shield and sword! —
And thou, be silent!
DIONYSUS. Ah!—Have then thy will!
He fixes his eyes upon PENTHEUS again, while the armourers bring out his
armour; then speaks in a tone of command.
Man, thou wouldst fain behold them on the hill
Praying!
PENTHEUS (who during the rest of this scene, with a few exceptions,.
simply speaks the thoughts that DIONYSUS puts into him, losing power
over his own mind)
That would I, though it cost me all
The gold of Thebes!
DIONYSUS. So much? Thou art quick to fall
To such great longing.
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vocabulary

0idwg awe, shame, respect; genitals
BAwoxw come, go

Bvoowvog of linen; bandage

éxteivow stretch out ~tend

gNGTy fir tree; oar

Epnpavig visible

gEetmov speak out, disclose

gELyvedo track out

gmuyelpéw do, try, attack ~chiral
gmyeipnotg -tog () attack

€omw be able to move ~serpent

700G sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Ozoatiig -0 (&, m, 1) spectator, sightseer
07Aug female; (rare) abundant ~female
xépa (o) head (n) ~cranium

%#6p hair ~comet

%06bg -t6¢ (f, 3) head

A&Opa secretly

powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

171

pitpo metal waist guard
woAioxw come, go

vouletéw remind, warn

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
maAot long ago ~paleo

T&AN wrestling ~Pallas

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
mémAog woman’s dress, a folded
cylinder of cloth

TxPOg sharp, bitter ~picric
modNPEg foot-length

mp6lupog (0) willing, eager ~fume
oa@o with full understanding
oLyd silence

otydo (1) be silent

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
oTéMw prepare, send, furl ~apostle
©67TOM)] equipment

oyfina -tog (n, 3) form, figure
Tavaog long

@Bovéw envy
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anyway, neverthe|sweet |sharp 815
less
|clearly [fir tree; oar
[track out |secretly
[visible |speak out, disclose
lenvy 820
[prepare, send, furl of linen;woman’s dress
bandage
skilled,
clever, wise
825
[remind, warn
[prepare, send, furl
lequipment, |female; (rare)lawe, shame, re-
abundant spect; genitals
spectatorjmadwoman,|willing,
sightseermaenad eager
lequipment 830
[hair [long |stretch out
form,
figure
'woman’s|foot-length metal
dress waist

guard
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PENTHEUS. Aye; ‘twould grieve me much
To see them flown with wine.

DIONYSUS. Yet cravest thou such

A sight as would much grieve thee?
PENTHEUS. Yes; I fain

Would watch, ambushed among the pines.
DIONYSUS. ‘Twere vain

To hide. They soon will track thee out.
PENTHEUS. Well said!’

Twere best done openly.

DIONYSUS. Wilt thou be led

By me, and try the venture?

PENTHEUS. Aye, indeed!

Lead on. Why should we tarry?
DIONYSUS. First we need

A rich and trailing robe of fine-linen

To gird thee.

PENTHEUS. Nay; am I a woman, then,
And no man more.

DIONYSUS. Wouldst have them slay thee dead?
No man may see their mysteries.
PENTHEUS. Well said’ —

I marked thy subtle temper long ere now.
DIONYSUS. ‘Tis Dionyse that prompteth me.
PENTHEUS. And how

Mean’st thou the further plan?
DIONYSUS. First take thy way

Within. I will array thee.

PENTHEUS. What array!

The woman’s? Nay, I will not.

DIONYSUS. Doth it change

So soon, all thy desire to see this strange
Adoring?

PENTHEUS. Wait! What garb wilt thou bestow
About me?

DIONYSUS. First a long tress dangling low
Beneath thy shoulders.

PENTHEUS. Aye, and next?

DIONYSUS. The same red

Robe, falling to thy feet; and on thine head
A snood.



BAKXAI

vocabulary

&otu -cwc (n, 3) town

BAwoxw come, go

BéAog cast (a net, dice)

BovAsvpa -tog (n, 3) resolution,
purpose

Yobv at least then

3épm neck, throat, mane

€Aapdg nimble, light on one’s feet;
light, bearable ~elevator

évdve (D) go into, put on

Evetut be in ~ion

gEetpe go forth; is possible ~ion
gEiotnue displace, transform; (+gen)
give up ~vstation

€pfjog empty

Eonuow raze, bereave; desert, isolate
gomw be able to move ~serpent
edTpeTg ready

07Aug female; (rare) abundant ~female
Onpdw hunt, chase

0Vpoog ivied wand
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XOTUOXOTY Spying

xpeiocowy more powerful; better
Adooa battle rage

LroAioxw come, go

veBpdg (f) fawn

o7 hoof

émAov tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

60006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

T&vTy everywhere

mpootifnut add; impose; (mp) agree;
side with ~thesis

Tpoéow forward, in the future; far
c60@0g skilled, clever, wise

oteiyw go, march ~stair

©67TOM)] equipment

ouufdAAw pit against; compare; mp:
meet, fall in with ~ballistic

tive (1) pay, atone for; (mp) punish
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add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with

[ivied wand [fawn neck, 835
throat,
. . ane
female;|go  intojequipment
(rare) |put on
abun-
dant
spying
skilled, cleverjat least then hunt,
wise chase
[town 840
leverywhere [ready
|go, march 845
resolution,
purpose

|cast (a net, dice)

forward, in the
future; far

displace, transform; 850

|pay; (mp) punish
(+gen) give up

|be in [light injbattle rage

weight
female;|go  intoJequipment
(rare) |put on
abun-

dant
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PENTHEUS. And after? Hast thou aught beyond?
DIONYSUS. Surely; the dappled fawn-skin and the wand.
PENTHEUS. Enough! I cannot wear a robe and snood.
DIONYSUS. Wouldst liefer draw the sword and spill men’s blood?
PENTHEUS. True, that were evil. — Aye; ‘tis best to go
First to some place of watch.
DIONYSUS. Far wiser so,
Than seek by wrath wrath’s bitter recompense.
PENTHEUS. What of the city streets? Canst lead me hence
Unseen of any?
DIONYSUS. Lonely and untried
Thy path from hence shall be, and I thy guide!
PENTHEUS. I care for nothing, so these Bacchanals
Triumph not against me! ...Forward to my halls
Within! —1I will ordain what seemeth best.
DIONYSUS. So be it, O King! ‘Tis mine to obey thine hest,
Whate’er it be.
PENTHEUS. Well, I will go— perchance
To march and scatter them with serried lance.
Perchance to take thy plan... I know not yet.

Exit PENTHEUS into the Castle.
DIONYSUS. Damsels, the lion walketh to the net!
He finds his Bacchae now, and sees and dies,
And pays for all his sin! — O Dionyse,
This is thine hour and thou not far away.
Grant us our vengeance! — First, O Master, stay
The course of reason in him, and instil
A foam of madness. Let his seeing will,
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vocabulary

ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether

atoo -ewg share, fate; properly, duly
~etiology

ametAéw vow, threaten, boast
émelh boast, threat

&pxvg net

éorv -ewg (n, 3) town

YéAwg laughter

3¢pm neck, throat, mane

0p00gp0¢ dewy

¢vdVw go into, put on

ebmAextog well braided ~complex
noovy pleasure

nvixo when

fimrog kind (adj)

07Mpa hunt ~fierce

Onpdw hunt, chase

¢ tvoc (1, f) force, muscle
xotao@alm slaughter

Asuxo6g white ~light

wiv him, her, it

vePpog (f) fawn

OpAondvw lose; incur debt
ToyyOytog all-night ~nocturnal
TpocdmTw attach to ~haptic
pimte hurl

@ofepdg frightful, afraid

@uloxy guard, prison, watch
~phylactery

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
%0006g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
x0n¢w need ~chresard
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|go into, put on

need [laughter
town 855
|slaughter
lattach to
860
|kind (adj)
[all-night dance;
chorus
[white
neck,
throat,
mane
ether ew r 65
h dewy hurl 865
[fawn
[pleasure
[when frightful,
afraid
guard,
prison,
h
jwell braided "o 870
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Which ne’er had stooped to put thy vesture on,
Be darkened, till the deed is lightly done.

Grant likewise that he find through all his streets
Loud scorn, this man of wrath and bitter threats
That made Thebes tremble, led in woman’s guise.
I go to fold that robe of sacrifice

On Pentheus, that shall deck him to the dark.

His mother’s gift! —So shall he learn and mark
God’s true Son, Dionyse, in fulness God,

Most fearful, yet to man most soft of mood.

Exit DIONYSUS, following PENTHEUS into Castle.
CHORUS. Will they ever come to me, ever again,
The long long dances,

On through the dark till the dim stars wane?
Shall I feel the dew on my throat, and the stream
Of wind in my hair? Shall our white feet gleam
In the dim expanses?

Oh, feet of a fawn to the greenwood fled,

Alone in the grass and the loveliness;

Leap of the hunted, no more in dread,

Beyond the snares and the deadly press:

Yet a voice still in the distance sounds,

A voice and a fear and a haste of hounds;

O wildly labouring, fiercely fleet,
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vocabulary

ayvepoobvn senselessness, ignorance,
folly

&mevfOve make straight, direct
Yépog -wg (n, 3) reward, honor
opbumuo running course

éonuio wilderness, solitude

Epvog -cog (n, 3) sapling

Ndopat be pleased, enjoy ~hedonism
Onpdw hunt, chase

Opdoxw spring, dart ~dart

%x0pvQ1] peak, crown

xpeioowv more powerful; better
w6 with difficulty, barely

183

noyx0og toil

Ouewg anyway, nevertheless
TopaToTdutog by a river
motog faithful; trustworthy
Towxilog ornamented; various
60évog -gog (n, 3) strength
~neurasthenia

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
ovvteivw tighten, put strain on
Ttpée () honor, exalt

Ttow honor, exalt

OAGw bark (a dog)

Uy (D) forest, firewood
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tighten, nJrunning

put strainjcourse
on
toil |spring, dart
|by a river nSopot?: be pleased, enjoy; or
nSouon?: be pleased, enjoy
wilderness, 875
solitude
|[sapling
skilled,
clever, wise
reward,
honor
peak,
crown
880
with difficulty|anyway, nevertheless
barely
faithful;
trustworthy
|strength |make straight,
direct
senselessness, 885
ignorance, folly
ornamented
hunt,

chase
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Onward yet by river and glen ...

Is it joy or terror, ye storm-swift feet? ...

To the dear lone lands untroubled of men,
Where no voice sounds, and amid the shadowy green
The little things of the woodland live unseen.
What else is Wisdom? What of man’s endeavour
Or God’s high grace, so lovely and so great?

To stand from fear set free, to breathe and wait;
To hold a hand uplifted over Hate;

And shall not Loveliness be loved for ever?

O Strength of God, slow art thou and still,

Yet failest never!

On them that worship the Ruthless Will,

On them that dream, doth His judgment wait.
Dreams of the proud man, making great

And greater ever,

Things which are not of God. In wide

And devious coverts, hunter-wise,

He coucheth Time’s unhasting stride,
Following, following, him whose eyes

Look not to Heaven. For all is vain,
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vocabulary

arofBaivw leave, get off; turn out
~basis

Yépoag -w¢ (n, 3) reward, honor
dotpéviog voc: you crazy guy
doamavaw spend, consume, waste
damavy cost, funds, extravagance
ebdaipwy blessed with a good genius
iox0g -og () strength; body of troops
xxévw (&) catch up with, encounter,
reach; catch, grip, hit, afflict ~go
%x0pvQ1] peak, crown

%®00Qog light, nimble

xpeioowv more powerful; better
Ay -évog (m, 3) harbor, refuge

~limnic

predetdew pursue, attend to, exercise
roy0og toil

popiog (D) 10,000 ~myriad
voppog customary, legal, natural
O6Aog happiness, wealth
TOPEPYOUOL Pass, escape

76te when?

o60@0g skilled, clever, wise
Tehevtaw bring about, finish ~apostle
Umeplev from above

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xelpo winter, cold weather
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pursue, attend
to, exercise

light, strength; body
nimble of troops
customary, 895
legal, natural
skilled,
clever, wise
reward,
honor
peak,
crown

900

blessed with a
good genius

winter, [harbor, overtake,
cold refuge encounter
h
blessed %?taﬁ ae r [toil
good genius
905
happiness, pass,
wealth escape
[10,000
bring about, happiness,
finish wealth

leave, get off;
turn out




190 BAKXAI 891

The pulse of the heart, the plot of the brain,
That striveth beyond the laws that live.

And is thy Fate so much to give,

Is it so hard a thing to see,

That the Spirit of God, whate’er it be,

The Law that abides and changes not, ages long,
The Eternal and Nature-born — these things be strong?
What else is Wisdom? What of man’s endeavour
Or God’s high grace so lovely and so great?

To stand from fear set free, to breathe and wait;
To hold a hand uplifted over Hate;

And shall not Loveliness be loved for ever?
LEADER. Happy he, on the weary sea

Who hath fled the tempest and won the haven.
Happy whoso hath risen, free,

Above his striving. For strangely graven

Is the orb of life, that one and another

In gold and power may outpass his brother,
And men in their millions float and flow

And seethe with a million hopes as leaven;

And they win their Will, or they miss their Will,
And the hopes are dead or are pined for still,
But whoe’er can know,

As the long days go,
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vocabulary

Biorog life; sustenance, chattels
~biology

dtocdg double

€dpa (o) seat, seated group
~polyhedron

eloopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

gvomovdog party to a truce

gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
e0daipwy blessed with a good genius
edpevig kind

xépa (o) head (n) ~cranium
XOTAGROTOG Spy, inspector

%xépog -tog (n, 3) horn; military unit
~ceratopsia

%06g -t6c (f, 3) head

A6x0g ambush, band, childbirth ~lie
powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad

191

~maenad

poxopilew congratulate ~macarism
©rop®1 beauty

opopTéw act together, be a companion
~harmony

médpotbe in the presence of
TAOxapog lock of hair

moMope buildings of a city

TPETW be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

mpo6Bvpog (0) willing, eager ~fume
TPOoGPV® grab onto, attach oneself to
~physics

ox%eLY] equipment

omebdw ‘push on,” get going, hurry
~repudiate

otdotg -ewg (f) placing; faction
Tawpoopot become a bull or like one
T0DPOog bull ~steer
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[life; sustenance

blessed withjcongratulate

a good ge-
nius -
willing,
eager
‘push on,” get
going, hurry
go [in the presence of
forth;
is .
f)(a)gép_ment madwoman,
ble maenad
am-  |spy, inspector
bush,
. band,
be conspicuous, child: [beauty
preeminent birth
|double |buildings of a city
[bull
horn; |grab, cling
military
it
roT become a bull
or like one
act together, be [kind

a companion

[party to a truce

look at, see; treat
with respect

seat [lock of hair

placing;
faction

193

910

915

920

925
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That To Live is happy, hath found his Heaven!
Re-enter DIONYSUS, from the Castle
DIONYSUS. O eye that cravest sights thou must not see,
O heart athirst for that which slakes not! Thee,
Pentheus, I call; forth and be seen, in guise
Of woman, Maenad, saint of Dionyse,
To spy upon His Chosen and thine own
Mother!
Enter PENTHEUS, clad like a Bacchanal, and strangely excited, a spirit of Bacchic
madness overshadowing him.
Thy shape, methinks, is like to one
Of Cadmus’ royal maids!
PENTHEUS. Yea; and mine eye
Is bright! Yon sun shines twofold in the sky,
Thebes twofold and the Wall of Seven Gates...
And is it a Wild Bull this, that walks and waits
Before me? There are horns upon thy brow!
What art thou, man or beast! For surely now
The Bull is on thee!
DIONYSUS. He who erst was wrath,
Goes with us now in gentleness. He hath
Unsealed thine eyes to see what thou shouldst see.
PENTHEUS. Say; stand I not as Ino stands, or she
Who bore me?
DIONYSUS. When I look on thee, it seems
I see their very selves! — But stay; why streams
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vocabulary

oivéw praise, assent, acquiesce in
avoosiow shake back, out

&€dpa (@) seat, seated group
~polyhedron

eixalw liken; conjecture

&vdidmpt hand over, lend, show, allow
gvoov in the house of; within

g€vow in the house of; within

€v0évde hence

€Efjg in turn

Ly girdle; waist, loins ~zone
Ozpamedm help, serve; flatter, defer to
~therapy

0Vpoog ivied wand

xaboppdélm fit in place

%xép -6¢c (n) useless bit; form of xoté
xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
redioTnue change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send

195

away ~vstation

reboppifew move anchorage

péhog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
UéAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

wiv him, her, it

pitpoo metal waist guard

6000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

TéTAog woman’s dress, a folded
cylinder of cloth

Tmétepog which, whichever of two
Troy fold, layer

o@LEO6Y ankle, foothill

ocwEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
teive stretch, tend ~tense

Tévwv -ovtog (m, 3) tendon, sinew
~tendon

XoAGw let fall; become slack
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metal [fit in place
waist
guard

|shake back, out 930
|seat  |move anchorage

help, serve;
flatter, defer to

stand |useless  Dit;
up form of xoatct
marshal,
array
girdle; let fall; becomelin  |[woman’s dress 935
'waist slack turn
ankle, |stretch, tend
foothill
[hence tendon, woman’s dress
sinew
sensible, 940
prudent
which, [ivied wand
whichever
[liken; conjecture
praise, change, substitute; withdraw; change sides; (mid)
assent send away

fold, 945
layer
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That lock abroad, not where I laid it, crossed

Under the coif?

PENTHEUS. I did it, as I tossed

My head in dancing, to and fro, and cried

His holy music!

DIONYSUS. It shall soon be tied

Aright. ‘Tis mine to tend thee... Nay, but stand

With head straight.

PENTHEUS. In the hollow of thine hand

I lay me. Deck me as thou wilt.

DIONYSUS. Thy zone

Is loosened likewise; and the folded gown

Not evenly falling to the feet.

PENTHEUS. ‘Tis so,

By the right foot. But here methinks, they flow

In one straight line to the heel.

DIONYSUS. And if thou prove

Their madness true, aye, more than true, what love
And thanks hast thou for me?

PENTHEUS. In my right hand

Is it, or thus, that I should bear the wand

To be most like to them?

DIONYSUS. Up let it swing

In the right hand, timed with the right foot’s spring...’
Tis well thy heart is changed!

PENTHEUS. What strength is this!

Kithaeron’s steeps and all that in them is—

How say’st thou? — Could my shoulders lift the whole?
DIONYSUS. Surely thou canst, and if thou wilt! Thy soul,
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vocabulary

ay®v -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

avopéve wait for ~remain
avoomdw draw again ~spatula
arbyw lead away, back ~demagogue
Booyiwv -ovog (m, 3) upper arm,
shoulder

dépog -wg (n) body; (+gen.) like
St6Ahupe (D) be ruined

00Mog tricky, guileful

€dpoa (o) seat, seated group
~polyhedron

gNaty fir tree; oar

goxog -cog (n, 3) bulwark ~oath
XOTAGXOTOG Spy, inspector
%x0pvQ1] peak, crown

xpVTTw hide, cover ~cryptic
Aéxtpov bed ~lie

Aoy lair

powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

roxAo6g beam, lever

vopga nymph; bride

6pvig -Bog (1, f) bird ~ornithology
00%0DY not so?; and so

TGpog before, in the past

TopuTdg escort, guide ~pomp
60évog -cog (n, 3) strength
~neurasthenia

oWTNELOG saving

ToLydp therefore

0y sound, profitable ~hygiene
uToBaAA® put under, interrupt
~ballistic

LTTOXPVTTK conceal under ~cryptic
@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery
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sound,
profitable
beam, |draw again
lever
peak, [put under, interrupt , [upper arm, shoulder
crown
|be ruined
seat
|strength
fir tree; oar hide,  |body; (+gen.) like
cover
[hide, cover
tricky, |madwoman,|spy, inspector
guileful jmaenad
[lair [bird
[bed [bulwark
[not so?; and so guard;
sentry
[before, in the past
[therefore |gathering|wait for
place
escort, |[saving

guide
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Being once so sick, now stands as it should stand.

PENTHEUS. Shall it be bars of iron? Or this bare hand

And shoulder to the crags, to wrench them down?

DIONYSUS. Wouldst wreck the Nymphs’ wild temples, and the brown
Rocks, where Pan pipes at noonday?

PENTHEUS. Nay; not I!

Force is not well with women. I will lie

Hid in the pine-brake.

DIONYSUS. Even as fits a spy

On holy and fearful things, so shalt thou lie!

PENTHEUS. They lie there now, methinks — the wild birds, caught
By love among the leaves, and fluttering not!

DIONYSUS. It may be. That is what thou goest to see,

Aye, and to trap them —so they trap not thee!

PENTHEUS. Forth through the Thebans’ town! I am their king,
Aye, their one Man, seeing I dare this thing!

DIONYSUS. Yea, thou shalt bear their burden, thou alone;
Therefore thy trial awaiteth thee!—But on;

With me into thine ambush shalt thou come

Unscathed; then let another bear thee home!

PENTHEUS. The Queen, my mother.
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vocabulary

aBeoTg -tog (f, 3) splendor, luxury
aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

avayxalw force, compel

armTe set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

doxedw watch, monitor ~doctrine
énionuov mark, badge

énionuog marked, significant
Olacog revel; group of people
XOTAOXOTOG Spy, inspector

%xAéog xhod¢ (n, 3) fame ~Euclid
Agvp6g smooth, level

AOooo battle rage

AvGG®ONG raging

powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

wiv him, her, it

veaviag -ov (o, m) young person
6ubéomopog sown together; kindred
7ébog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

Tétpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
onpoive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

ox6Aod -mog (m) palisade, stake
otnoilow fix, plant ~stereo

G6TOAY equipment

TOLO6d¢e such

TPLEAW luxuriate, revel ~drop
TpLEY softness, luxury
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splendor,
luxury

luxuriate, |force, compel
revel

softness, |[such 970
luxury

an experience, pas-
sion, condition

[fix, plant [fame

sown together;
kindred

young
person

gathering 975
place

give orders to;
show; mark

[battle rage

revel; group

of people
lequipment 980
[raging |spy, inspector |madwoman,
maenad
smooth, [rock
level
palisade,
stake
|[watch madwoman,

maenad
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DIONYSUS. Marked of every eye.

PENTHEUS. For that I go!

DIONYSUS. Thou shalt be borne on high!

PENTHEUS. That were like pride!

DIONYSUS. Thy mother’s hands shall share

Thy carrying.

PENTHEUS. Nay; I need not such soft care!

DIONYSUS. So soft?

PENTHEUS. Whate’er it be, I have earned it well!
Exit PENTHEUS towards the Mountain.

DIONYSUS. Fell, fell art thou; and to a doom so fell

Thou walkest, that thy name from South to North

Shall shine, a sign for ever! —Reach thou forth

Thine arms, Agave, now, and ye dark-browed

Cadmeian sisters! Greet this prince so proud

To the high ordeal, where save God and me,

None walks unscathed! — The rest this day shall see.
Exit DIONYSUS following PENTHEUS.

CHORUS. O hounds raging and blind,

Up by the mountain road,

Sprites of the maddened mind,

To the wild Maids of God;

Fill with your rage their eyes,

Rage at the rage unblest,

Watching in woman’s guise,

The spy upon God’s Possessed.

Who shall be first, to mark

Eyes in the rock that spy,

Eyes in the pine-tree dark —

Is it his mother? —and cry:*



BAKXAI 207

vocabulary

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&Bcog godless; by the gods
dAvmog (D) painless

dvopog lawless

Blog life ~biology

BA®oxw come, go

Bootetog mortal

YNYEVYS indigenous, primeval
Y6vog offspring ~genus

€omw be able to move ~serpent
Aowpdg throat, gullet

Aéauva lioness

Mjpo will, desire, purpose; courage,
insolence

wiv him, her, it

woAioxw come, go

ELpneopog bearing a sword

6pY" urge, impulse; anger

oyt -tog (n, 2) secret rites
Topbxorog frenzied; distraught
Tapavopog lawless, unlawful
mpamnideg -oc (f) midriff, seat of
wisdom and cunning

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

oTéMw prepare, send, furl ~apostle
@avepdg visible, conspicuous ~photon
@Oovéw envy

@ovedw kill

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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985
pro- [lioness
duce,
beget; o
akiy 990
visible, |bearing a sword
conspicuous
[kill throat,
gullet
god- [lawless |unfair; ob- 995
less; stinate, bad
by the
off- Z' digenous,
spri % primeval
unfair; obstinate,|[lawless, urge,
bad unlawful impulse;
anger
secret
rites
|seat of wisdom
frenzied; will, [prepare, send, furl 1000
distraught desire,
purpose;
courage,
insolence
produce,

beget; clasp

[mortal [painless |life

skilled, lenvy
clever, wise
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Lo, what is this that comes,
Haunting, troubling still,

Even in our heights, our homes,
The wild Maids of the Hill?
What flesh bare this child?
Never on woman’s breast
Changeling so evil smiled;

Man is he not, but Beast!
Loin-shape of the wild,
Gorgon-breed of the waste!”
Hither, for doom and deed!
Hither with lifted sword,
Justice, Wrath of the Lord,
Come in our visible need!
Smite till the throat shall bleed,
Smite till the heart shall bleed,
Him the tyrannous, lawless, Godless, Echi on’s earthborn seed!
Tyrannously hath he trod;
Marched him, in Law’s despite,
Against thy Light, O God,

Yea, and thy Mother’s Light;
Girded him, falsely bold,
Blinded in craft, to quell

And by man’s violence hold,
Things unconquerable

A strait pitiless mind

Is death unto godliness;

And to feel in human kind
Life, and a pain the less.
Knowledge, we are not foes!
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vocabulary

&YyéAn herd ~demagogue

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&0cog godless; by the gods
dvopog lawless

Blog life ~biology

Bo6yog rope, noose

YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at
YNYEVYS indigenous, primeval
Spbxwy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent
ExBaAle throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

edoig (@) airy; (wind) favorable
eboePéw be pious

edTLYEW be lucky, prosper, succeed
Oavaotpog fatal

0¢pog -coc (n, 3) summer ~thermos
Onped® hunt, fish ~fierce

Aowpog throat, gullet

A grip, pin?

Aéwv lion

pouwvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

véw flow

vop.rog customary, legal, natural
ELpneopog bearing a sword

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
meptBdAAw act: excel; mid: put on
clothing ~ballistic

omeipw sow ~diaspora

otevalw sigh, groan

ToDPOog bull ~steer

Tpée () honor, exalt

T6x0g childbirth ~oxytocin

@avepdg visible, conspicuous ~photon
@oveio kill
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[hunt, fish
visible, [flow [life
conspicuous
airy; (wind)
favorable
[be pious
throw out|honor 1010
fell, let fall
visible, [bearing a sword
conspicuous
[kill throat,
gullet
god- [lawless |unfair; ob- 1015
less; stinate, bad
. by the
childs lindigenous,
birth™ |primeval
[bull
|serpent
1020
lexcel; don |rope,
noose
[fatal [herd
madwoman,
maenad
be lucky, pros-
per, succeed
indigenous, 1025
primeval
|serpent |[summer
sigh, lanyway, nevertheless

groan
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I seek thee diligently;

But the world with a great wind blows,

Shining, and not from thee;

Blowing to beautiful things,

On, amid dark and light,

Till Life, through the trammellings

Of Laws that are not the Right,

Breaks, clean and pure, and sings

Glorying to God in the height!

Hither for doom and deed!

Hither with lifted sword,

Justice, Wrath of the Lord,

Come in our visible need!

Smite till the throat shall bleed,

Smite till the heart shall bleed,

Him the tyrannous, lawless, Godless, Echion’s earthborn seed!
LEADER. Appear, appear, whatso thy shape or name
O Mountain Bull, Snake of the Hundred Heads,
Lion of Burning Flame!

O God, Beast, Mystery, come! Thy mystic maids
Are hunted! — Blast their hunter with thy breath,
Cast o’er his head thy snare;

And laugh aloud and drag him to his death,
Who stalks thy herded madness in its lair!

Enter hastily a MESSENGER from the Mountain, pale and distraught.
MESSENGER. Woe to the house once blest in Hellas! Woe
To thee, old King Sidonian, who didst sow
The dragon-seed on Ares’ bloody lea!

Alas, even thy slaves must weep for thee!
LEADER. News from the mountain? — Speak! How
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vocabulary

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&vavdpog without men; not manlike
~androgynous

BapBapog non-Greek

deopéw to chain

deop6g bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

deomdrng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
eioBaAAw throw into ~ballistic
éxPBaivew come forth, disembark ~basis
éxmopilw provide; invent
gEepydlopot accomplish; undo;

215

destroy someone

e0&w cry edal in honour of Bacchus
0zpamvn handmaid; dwelling
xp&tog strength, power; victory
~democracy

Aémog -wc (n, 3) bare rock

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
unvdw disclose, betray, accuse
wrépog portion, lot in life

TTNGOGW cower, cause to cower
pod pl: waters of a river ~rheostat
oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune
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master,
despot

disclose, be-
tray, accuse

1030
master,
despot
cry edol inllimb; |non-Greek
honour ofjmelody
Bacchus S
cower, cause 1035
to cower
without men;
not manlike
strength,
power, vic-
tor
Y accomplish; undo;
destroy someone
1040
[portion, lot in life
unfair; |unfair; provide;
obsti- |obstinate, |[invent
nate, bad
bad hanﬁmaid;
dwelling
|come forth
|bare rock [throw into 1045
master,

despot
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hath it sped?

MESSENGER. Pentheus, my king, Echi on’s son, is dead!
LEADER. All hail, God of the Voice,

Manifest ever more!

MESSENGER. What say’st thou? — And how strange thy tone, as though
In joy at this my master’s overthrow!

LEADER. With fierce joy I rejoice,

Child of a savage shore;

For the chains of my prison are broken, and the dread where I cowered of
yore!

MESSENGER. And deem’st thou Thebes so beggared, so forlorn
Of manhood, as to sit beneath thy scorn?

LEADER. Thebes hath o’er me no sway!

None save Him I obey,

Dionysus, Child of the Highest, Him I obey and adore!
MESSENGER. One can forgive thee! — Yet ‘tis no fair thing,
Maids, to rejoice in a man’s suffering.

LEADER. Speak of the mountain side!

Tell us the doom he died,

The sinner smitten to death, even where his sin was sore!
MESSENGER. We climbed beyond the utmost habitings

Of Theban shepherds, passed Asopus’ springs,

And struck into the land of rock on dim

Kithaeron — Pentheus, and, attending him,
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vocabulary

&yxog -cog (n, 3) bend; glen
~ankylosaurus

dxpov crest, extremity ~acute

dxpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
YA®ooo tongue, language ~glossary
éxlelmo leave out, pass over

ENGrTy fir tree; oar

évtedlev thence

gEuxvéopon arrive at

Cuyodv yoke, a joined pair ~zygote
fodpa -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling of
surprise ~theater

Ozwplia spectator, contemplation
07Aug female; (rare) abundant ~female
0Vpoog ivied wand

¢ to seat ~sit

xotdyw lead down/home; land
~demagogue

%®660g ivy

®oodw wreath with ivy

*Aaddog branch, shoot

xopfTyg -ou (m, 1) long-haired
powég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad

219

~maenad

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
vémog -cog (n, 3) gully

vé0og bastard

60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

60060 stand up

dooc eyes (dual)

dooop.at see with the mind’s eye,
forebode

00PAVLog heavenly

6y0og bank, hill

médov ground ~pedal

TeO% pine

ToLNE0dg grassy

mowxiAMw make elaborately
mowilog ornamented; various
TouTog escort, guide ~pomp
T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
mdAog (f) foal ~foal

TePTVOg pleasant

TAMueyv steadfast, enduring ~talent
ToL6060¢e such
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lescort,
guide

spectator, con-
templation

|grassy  |to seat |gully

1050

[bend; glen
[pine madwoman,
maenad
[pleasant
ivied [leave out, pass over
wand
[long-haired 1055
[leave out, pass over [foal [yoke
limb;
melody
|steadfast |[female; (rare)
abundant
larrive at madwoman, [bastard 1060
maenad
[bank, hill
madwoman,
maenad
[thence
fir tree;heavenly branch,
oar shoot

[lead down/home; land

|ground
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I, and the Stranger who should guide our way,
Then first in a green dell we stopped, and lay,

Lips dumb and feet unmoving, warily

Watching, to be unseen and yet to see.

A narrow glen it was, by crags o’ertowered,

Torn through by tossing waters, and there lowered
A shadow of great pines over it. And there

The Maenad maidens sate; in toil they were,

Busily glad. Some with an ivy chain

Tricked a worn wand to toss its locks again;

Some, wild in joyance, like young steeds set free,
Made answering songs of mystic melody.

But my poor master saw not the great band

Before him. “Stranger,” he cried, “where we stand
Mine eyes can reach not these false saints of thine.
Mount we the bank, or some high-shouldered pine,
And I shall see their follies clear!” At that

There came a marvel. For the Stranger straight
Touched a great pine-tree’s high and heavenward crown,
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vocabulary

ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether
avopodw shout out

dve (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

atpépog unmovingly, still ~tremble
BAdotnua shoot; offspring

YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at
dzomdrng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
dfjAog visible, conspicuous

0p&w do, accomplish

0po6pog running, racing ground
~hippodrome

eixalwm liken; conjecture

elocopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

éNGrtvog of fir

EAxéw drag, pull, hoist; rape
&\xog -oc (n, 3) wound ~ulcer
€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape
Epmuae sit/lie by

0doow sit

Ovntoc mortal ~euthanasia

t3pVw establish

xa00pdw look down ~panorama
xapmTe bend, bend in exhaustion
xoteidov look upon

xé&tolda understand

xAaie weep

»\éw break, break off ~iconoclast
®UXAOW circle, encircle

%xvP71ég curved, humped ~kurtosis
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powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

©edinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

wiv him, her, it

vary valley

vamog -cog (n, 3) gully

vedvig -dog (f) young woman ~neon
v@®Tov back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

v@®Tog back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

6Cog branch

6Zw have a smell, waft

dpyro -tog (n, 2) secret rites

60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

ob7w no longer

TPOGJO%GW expect

oeuvdg revered, holy

oiya silently, whispering

otydw (1) be silent

ompilw fix, plant ~stereo

TtpeEéw (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been attacked
T6E0v bow ~toxic

Tépvog carpenter’s compass; lathe
TP0Y0g Wheel

@&og ig (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@éwg bush used to make brooms
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circle, curved, [wheel
encircle humped
carpenter’s [running

compass; lathe

bend, bend in |do, accomplish
exhaustion

lestablish |of fir 1070

let go, cease; (mid)[shoot;
speed off offspring

unmovingly,
still

lether |[fix, plant

master, |sit/lie by
despot

madwoman, 1075
maenad

look at, see; treat
with respect

liken;
conjecture

lether

|shout out young

‘woman

secret 1080
rites

laugh,
smile

take vengeance,
punish, aid

[fix, plant [revered, holy

|be silent ) |ether |silently,
whispering
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And lower, lower, lower, urged it down

To the herbless floor. Round like a bending bow,
Or slow wheel’s rim a joiner forces to.

So in those hands that tough and mountain stem
Bowed slow —oh, strength not mortal dwelt in them!—
To the very earth. And there he set the King,

And slowly, lest it cast him in its spring.

Let back the young and straining tree, till high

It towered again amid the towering sky;

And Pentheus in the branches! Well, I ween,

He saw the Maenads then, and well was seen!

For scarce was he aloft, when suddenly

There was no stranger any more with me,

But out of Heaven a Voice — oh, what voice else? —’
Twas He that called! “Behold, O damosels,

I bring ye him who turneth to despite

Both me and ye, and darkeneth my great Light.
Tis yours to avenge!” So spake he, and there came’
Twixt earth and sky a pillar of high flame.

And silence took the air, and no leaf stirred

In all the forest dell. Thou hadst not heard
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vocabulary

ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether
Gaxovtife throw, (+gen) at ~acute
aropia difficulty, bottleneck ~pierce
Bod din, a shout

Yvopilw make known, discover
deomdng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
dpbyunro running course

dpvvog made of oak ~druid
dVoTtnvog unhappy. miserable
€NGTy fir tree; oar

éNGrtvog of fir

Eppavyg raving

é¢mBaive (+gen) set foot on, board,
climb ~basis

gmixeledw encourage; consent
Epmuat sit/lie by

N noise

0bpoog ivied wand

Ovpoow make into a wand
xehevopog (f) command

*Aaddog branch, shoot

xpelocwy more powerful; better
vérn valley

6Zog branch

opbéomTopog sown together; kindred
60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

odg obatoc (n) ear

méleta dove ~pallid

wétpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
734w jump, spring ~pedal
mpoBupia (D) zeal, alacrity ~fume
pimte hurl

ca@1g clear, understandable
olyyovog inborn, natural; blood kin
ovTovOog tense; impetuous; earnest
TAuev steadfast, enduring ~talent
TPEY® Tun, spin

bdog Bpoug (n, 3) height, summit
@OANOV leaf

xetpéppoog flooding

xewrdppovg winter-flooded

oxdng -tog (f, 3) speed
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[leaf 1085

lear  |noise clear, under-
standable

|make known, discover

clear, |command

under-
tand-
2ble [dove 1090
[run, spin  [tense; running
impetuous; |course
. earnest
inborn, natu-jsown together;
ral; blood kin [kindred
[valley
jump, [raving
spring
fir tree;master, |sit/lie by 1095
oar despot
[hurl
[branch 7 |of fir |throw, (+gen) at
lether
unhappy, 1100
miserable
height,
summit
|steadfast = |difficulty,
bottleneck
|made of oak branch,

shoot
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In that vast silence any wild things’s cry.

And up they sprang; but with bewildered eye,

Agaze and listening, scarce yet hearing true.

Then came the Voice again. And when they knew

Their God’s clear call, old Cadmus’ royal brood,

Up, like wild pigeons startled in a wood,

On flying feet they came, his mother blind,

Agave, and her sisters, and behind

All the wild crowd, more deeply maddened then,
Through the angry rocks and torrent-tossing glen,

Until they spied him in the dark pine-tree:

Then climbed a crag hard by and furiously

Some sought to stone him, some their wands would fling
Lance-wise aloft, in cruel targeting.

But none could strike. The height o’ertopped their rage,
And there he clung, unscathed, as in a cage

Caught. And of all their strife no end was found.
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vocabulary

amoyyéAMw announce, order, promise
~angel

é&otdnpog not of iron; without sword
aQog foam

Yvopilw make known, discover
dthotpogog twisted, distorted

€YYVg near

ENGrTy fir tree; oar

¢Eavoomaw tear away from
¢EavOTw bring to pass; slay

Oboow sit

tepeig -wg (m) priest ~hieroglyph
xotoxteive kill, slay

%6y hair ~comet

%®UxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

wiv him, her, it

pitpo metal waist guard

woéx0og toil

LoxAém move with a lever
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KoxAdg beam, lever

pvpiog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
oixtelpw pity

0b3ag -cog (n, 3) ground, floor
Tapnig cheek

wepLioTnt be around; turn out
~station

TPOooTiTVL poetic for TpoomintTw
npootiOnut add; impose; (mp) agree;
side with ~thesis

mtépbog sprout, young branch

oila root ~rhizome

pimte hurl

éppo -tog (n, 3) mark, turn-around
point

TAuev steadfast, enduring ~talent
0Pp60ey from on high

0Yod high, aloft

vPdow lift, exalt

@6vog killing ~offend

%006g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
Padw be closely touching
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[root not of iron;
without sword
[toil mark,  turn-bring to pass; slay 1105
around point
be around;|circle,
turn out wheel
sprout, madwoman,
young maenad
branch
announce, or-
der, promise
dance; 110,000
chorus
add; imposejffir tree; oar 1110
(mp)  agree;
side with
[from on high
ground,
floor
[near
[priest |killing
[poetic for mpoomintw  |metal  |hair 1115
waist
uard
[hurl |make known, discover
|steadfast |cheek
[be closely touching
1120
[kill, slay
[foam twisted,

distorted
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Then, “Hither,” cried Agave; “stand we round

And grip the stem, my Wild Ones, till we take

This climbing cat-o’- the-mount! He shall not make

A tale of God’s high dances!” Out then shone

Arm upon arm, past count, and closed upon

The pine, and gripped; and the ground gave, and down
It reeled. And that high sitter from the crown

Of the green pine-top, with a shrieking cry

Fell, as his mind grew clear, and there hard by

Was horror visible. ‘Twas his mother stood

O’er him, first priestess of those rites of blood.

He tore the coif, and from his head away

Flung it, that she might know him, and not slay

To her own misery. He touched the wild

Cheek, crying: “Mother, it is I, thy child,

Thy Pentheus, born thee in Echion’s hall!

Have mercy, Mother! Let it not befall

Through sin of mine, that thou shouldst slay thy son!”
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vocabulary

G&EOMov GbAiov prize

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

dxpov crest, extremity ~acute
axpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
GAaAGCew give war cry

avtBoive resist

&pPOAN ankle-boot

Gptotepdg left-hand

Bod din, a shout

Boebg Bobog (m) leather rope ~bovine
Yuopvéo strip, be defenseless
~gymnasium

dvodaipwy unlucky, unhappy
€Moow turn, rally ~helix

gunvéw inspire; pass: recover ~apnea
éEepydlopoat accomplish; undo;
destroy someone

énéyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gmdidwut give, give with, give
reciprocally ~donate

edpdpeta ease, opportunity
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o -tog (n, 3) thing sought;
inquiry

0bpoog ivied wand

Tyvog -coc (n, 3) track, trace

%x06g -t6g (f, 3) head

xpéag -w¢ (n) meat ~creatine

wiv him, her, it

Ou6g same ~homoerotic

opod together

o0pém unite ~homoerotic
06péotepog of the mountains ~hormone
métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
miyvope (D) stick, set, build ~fang
TAevpa rib, side ~pleurisy
o60évog -cog (n, 3) strength
~neurasthenia

oTTOPOYIOg tearing; spasm
otevalw sigh, groan

Uy (D) forest, firewood

@6B7 lock of hair; mane; foliage
Xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir

®Aévy elbow, lower arm



236 BAKXAI 1123

KOpas €ENlooova’, oV ppovoda’ a xp1) ppovely,

ek Bakyiov katelxer, o0d émeldé vw.

Aafotioa & wAévys apwoTepav xépa, 1125
mAevpaiow avtBdoa Tod dvodaiuovos

ameomdpaler duov, ovy Vo abévovs,

aAX’ 6 Oeos evuaperav émedidov xepotv:

Tva 8¢ Tamt Oatep’ €€eipyalero,

pyvioa oapkas, AvTovdn T dxAos Te mas 1130
emetxe Barywv' Ny 8¢ mao ouod Boi,

0 pev orevalwv 6oov Ervyyav’ éumvémv,

at & NAalalov. épepe & 1) uev wAévny,

7 O ixvos avrals apBilais® yvuvoivTo dé

mAevpal omapaypolst maoa 8 nuaTwuéry 1135
xetpas dieapaiple oapka Ilevbéws.

KelTaL O€ Ywpls oA, TO ey VTO OTUPAOLS

mérpats, 70 O VAns v Babvéidw Hafy,

ov padwov (ymua kpdta & diAwov,

omep Aafodoa Tvyydver u)Tnp XEPOLV, 1140

m)éac’ ém’ drpov Bpoov ws dpeaTépov



[turn, rally

elbow,
lower

arm
resist

tunity

|sigh, groan
|give war cry

track,
trace

ease, Oppor-

|ankle-boot

BAKXAI

[left-hand

unlucky,
unhappy

give, give with,
give reciprocally

accomplish; undo;
destroy someone

inspire; pass:
recover

elbow,
lower

arm
strip, be de-
fenseless

rib, side |tearing; spasm

[rock

inquiry

stick, set, build

separately;
cept, other than

ex-

lock of hair;
mane; foliage

thing sought;

[ivied wand = |of the mountains
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But she, with lips a-foam and eyes that run

Like leaping fire, with thoughts that ne’er should be
On earth, possessed by Bacchios utterly,

Stays not nor hears. Round his left arm she put
Both hands, set hard against his side her foot,
Drew... and the shoulder severed! —not by might
Of arm, but easily, as the God made light

Her hand’s essay. And at the other side

Was Ino rending; and the torn flesh cried,

And on Autonoé pressed, and all the crowd

Of ravening arms. ‘Yea, all the air was loud
With groans that faded into sobbing breath,

Dim shrieks, and joy, and triumph-cries of death.
And here was borne a severed arm, and there

A hunter’s booted foot; white bones lay bare
With rending; and swift hands ensanguined
Tossed as in sport the flesh of Pentheus dead.
His body lies afar. The precipice

Hath part, and parts in many an interstice

Lurk of the tangled woodland —no light quest
To find. And, ah, the head! Of all the rest,

His mother hath it, pierced upon a wand,
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vocabulary

dypa hunting, prey

&A@ sister

avoxoléw call, summon, recall
&vayopsdw® begin a dance
BA®oxw come, go

Yowpow make proud

daxpvov tear

dpdxwy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent
éxmodwy out of the way

€omw be able to move ~serpent
OnAvyevyg female, feminine
01pa hunt ~fierce

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia
xaAAivixog (11) gloriously triumphant
»tijpa -tog (n, 3) possession
Abw grip, pin?

Aéwv lion

powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

LroAioxw come, go

v&pOnE -xog (m) fennel stalk

motog faithful; trustworthy
oéBopon feel shame, awe

60@0g skilled, clever, wise

GTOAY equipment

oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

GWEPOVEM be sane, moderate
T0DPOog bull ~steer

%0006g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
xweéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir
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|sister dance; |madwoman,
chorus |maenad
withdraw, [hunt [make proud
give  way
to (+dat -
( ) call, summon, 1145
recall
gloriously [tear
triumphant

|out of the way

[be sane, moderate 1150

skilled, clever,

wise
|mortal [possession
|begin a dance
|serpent 1155

female, lequipment

feminine
fennel faithful;
stalk trustworthy

bull
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As one might pierce a lion’s, and through the land,

Leaving her sisters in their dancing place,

Bears it on high! Yea, to these walls her face

Was set, exulting in her deed of blood,

Calling upon her Bromios, her God,

Her Comrade, Fellow-Render of the Prey,

Her All-Victorious, to whom this day

She bears in triumph... her own broken heart.

For me, after that sight, I will depart

Before Agave comes.— Oh, to fulfil

God’s laws, and have no thought beyond His will,

Is man’s best treasure. Aye, and wisdom true,

Methinks, for things of dust to cleave unto!
The MESSENGER departs into the Castle.

CHORUS. Weave ye the dance, and call

Praise to God!

Bless ye the Tyrant’s fall!

Down is trod

Pentheus, the Dragon’s Seed!

Wore he the woman’s weed?

Clasped he his death indeed,

Clasped the rod?

Yea, the wild ivy lapt him, and the doomed

Wild Bull of Sacrifice before him loomed!
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vocabulary

aypotepog wild ~agriculture

aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

Bodyog rope, noose

Yépog -w¢ (n, 3) reward, honor
daxpvov tear

dtdotpo@og twisted, distorted
cloopdiw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

EME twisted ~helix

éonuio wilderness, solitude

07pa hunt ~fierce

Onpdw hunt, chase

Otaoog revel; group of people
xaAAivixog (11) gloriously triumphant
xaTa@ovedw slaughter
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uAevog famous

x®p.og party, celebration

A grip, pin?

Aéwvy lion

poaxdptog blessed

répmTe grab, overtake
réraBpov roofbeam

wiv him, her, it

6p00bvw (D) rouse, set in motion
~hormone

dooe eyes (dual)

6ocopoat see with the mind’s eye,
forebode

meptBdAAw act: excel; mid: put on
clothing ~ballistic

760ev from where?

otalw dribble, infuse

67TOV0G groaning ~stentorian
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gloriously tri{famous

umphant
|groaning - |tear
gathering dribble,
place infuse
lexcel; don
look at, see; treat 1165

with respect

[party, celebration

rouse, set in motion

[twisted [roofbeam 1170
[blessed
grab, away [rope,
overtake from; [noose
X not
|Wlld hav-
ing;
NOt() |from |wilderness, 1175
peed— where? |solitude
ing
|slaughter
reward,
honor
revel; group 1180

of people
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Ye who did Bromios scorn,

Praise Him the more,

Bacchanals, Cadmus-born;

Praise with sore

Agony, yea, with tears!

Great are the gifts he bears!

Hands that a mother rears

Red with gore!

LEADER. But stay, Agave cometh! And her eyes

Make fire around her, reeling! Ho, the prize

Cometh! All hail, O Rout of Dionyse!
Enter from the Mountain AGAVE, mad, and to all seeming wondrously happy,
bearing the head of PENTHEUS in her hand. The CHORUS MAIDENS also horror-
struck, strives to accept it and rejoice in it as the God’s deed.

AGAVE. Ye from the lands of Morn!

LEADER. Call me not; I give praise!

AGAVE. Lo, from the trunk new-shorn

Hither a Mountain Thorn

Bear we! O Asia-born

Bacchanals, bless this chase!

LEADER. I see. Yea; I see.

Have I not welcomed thee?

AGAVE. He was young in the wildwood

Without nets I caught him!

Nay; look without fear on

The Lion; I have ta’en him!

LEADER. Where in the wildwood?

Whence have ye brought him?

AGAVE. Kithaeron...

LEADER. Kithaeron?

AGAVE. The Mountain hath slain him!

LEADER. Who first came nigh him?

AGAVE. 1, 1, ‘tis confessed!

And they named me there by him

Agave the Blessed!
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vocabulary

GYoA e exalt; mp: exult in

&yopa hunting, prey

&ypowlog living outside ~agriculture
GvamdAde brandish; (pass) leap up
~Pallas

&otlg townsman; citizen

Yévug jaw

TN0€w rejoice, exult ~joy

deixvopt (D) show, point out
gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
evruyg fortunate

0w bloom, flourish, abound
~thallium

Oyyave touch

Boiva meal, feast; food

Oowvaw host at a meal
xotepydlopon achieve; cultivate; get;
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kill

%®6pvg helmet

powvég -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

petéyw partake of

wooyog calf (animal)

vixn@o6pog (1) bringing victory;
victorious

TePLoodg prodigious, superfluous
TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

60@og skilled, clever, wise

TéAag wretched, miserable ~talent
Téo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

@avepdg visible, conspicuous ~photon
@6B7 lock of hair; mane; foliage



248 BAKXAI 1182

ATAYH. 7a Kaduov1181 XOPOZE. 7{ Kdduov; AT. yévella per éue
UET €ue TODS
€lvye Onpos* evtvyns v’ dd dypa. XO.
AT. pérexé vov Bolvas. XO. 7(; uetéxw, TAGuOY;
AT. véos o pdoyos dp’ 1185
Tt yévuv Vo kSpvl amaldTpiya
kaTdkouov JaAlet.
XO0. mpémer v dote Op dypavios HdSy.
AT. 0 Bakyuos kvvayéras
00pos copiss avémm\ €mt Bijpa 1190
Tovde pawadas. XO0. o yap dvaf aypevs.
AT. emaweis; XO0. emawd. AT. taya 8¢ Kadueto1194
XO. kat mais ye Hevfeds1195AT. patép’ émawéoerar,
Aafoloav dypav Tavde AeovTodui).
XO0. meptooav. AT. meploods.
XO0. ayal\y; AT. yéynla, peydda peydla kat
pavepa TAd dypa KaTewpyaoucva.
XO0. detéov vuv, @ Talawa, onv viknpopov 1200

aoTotow dypav Ny ¢pépova enjAvlas.



BAKXAI 249

[touch [fortunate
|partake of |partake of
|calf 1185
[jaw [helmet

bloom, flour-
ish, abound

be conspicuous, living lock of hair;
preeminent outside mane; foliage
skilled, |skilled, 1190
clever, [clever, wise
wise
madwoman,
maenad
concur |concur quickly, soon;
perhaps
|concur
prodigious, super-jprodigious,
fluous superfluous
[rejoice
visible, achieve; cultivate;
conspicuous get; kill
[show wretched, bringing  vic- 1200
miserable tory; victorious
townsman;

citizen
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LEADER. Who was next in the band on him?
AGAVE. The daughters...
LEADER. The daughters?
AGAVE. Of Cadmus laid hand on him.
But the swift hand that slaughters
Is mine; mine is the praise!
Bless ye this day of days!
The LEADER tries to speak, but is not able; AGAVE begins gently stroking the
head.
AGAVE. Gather ye now to the feast!
LEADER. Feast!— O miserable!
AGAVE. See, it falls to his breast,
Curling and gently tressed,
The hair of the Wild Bull’s crest—
The young steer of the fell!
LEADER. Most like a beast of the wild
That head, those locks defiled.
AGAVE. He wakened his Mad Ones,
A Chase-God, a wise God!
He sprang them to seize this!
He preys where his band preys.
LEADER. In the trail of thy Mad Ones
Thou tearest thy prize, God!
AGAVE. Dost praise it?
LEADER. I praise this?
AGAVE. Ah, soon shall the land praise!
LEADER. And Pentheus, O Mother,
Thy child?
AGAVE. He shall cry on
My name as none other,
Bless the spoils of the Lion!
LEADER. Aye, strange is thy treasure!
AGAVE. And strange was the taking!
LEADER. Thou art glad?
AGAVE. Beyond measure;
Yea, glad in the breaking
Of dawn upon all this land,
By the prize, the prize of my hand!
LEADER. Show them to all the land, unhappy one,
The trophy of this deed that thou hast done!
AGAVE. Ho, all ye men that round the citadel



vocabulary

ayxvAéopon hurl like a javelin
&yopa hunting, prey

aypedw catch (prey, fish)
G€0Atov &bAov prize

&€OALog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete
&p0pov joint

&otu -cwg (n, 3) town

Bépog -oug (n, 3) weight, burden
otxtvov fishing net

eita then, therefore, next
Cirenreo -tog (n, 3) thing sought;
inquiry

Onpdw hunt, chase

xApa& -xog (f) ladder, staircase
~climax

xouralw boast
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%xpbig -t6¢ (f, 3) head

%péag -wg (n) meat ~creatine
A grip, pin?

Aéwvy lion

pérny in vain, randomly

rox0<w be afflicted

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
épyavov tool; body organ

Tapog before, in the past

médov ground ~pedal

TENag near, close

miyvope (D) stick, set, build ~fang
TN®t6g assembled ~fang

7od where?

TPOoTONOG servant, attendant
mroyn fold, layer

xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir
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town

dwell,
found;
flow .
|catch (prey, fish)
1205
[fishing net
then, |boast
there-
fore
[taQLypody organ
separately; exceptjoint 1210
other than
[where? near,
close
[where?
hunt, 1215
chase
weight,
burden

|before, in the past

thing sought;
inquiry

fold,
layer

|ground
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And shining towers of ancient Thebe dwell,

Come! Look upon this prize, this lion’s spoil,

That we have taken —yea, with our own toil,

We, Cadmus’ daughters! Not with leathern-set

Thessalian javelins, not with hunter’s net,

Only white arms and swift hands’ bladed fall

Why make ye much ado, and boast withal

Your armourers’ engines? See, these palms were bare

That caught the angry beast, and held, and tare

The limbs of him!... Father!... Go, bring to me

My father!... Aye, and Pentheus, where is he,

My son? He shall set up a ladder-stair

Against this house, and in the triglyphs there

Nail me this lion’s head, that gloriously

I bring ye, having slain him —1I, even I!
She goes through the crowd towards the Castle, showing the head and looking for
a place to hang

it. Enter from the Mountain CADMUS, with attendants, bearing the body of
PENTHEUS on a bier.

CADMUS. On, with your awful burden. Follow me,

Thralls, to his house, whose body grievously

With many a weary search at last in dim

Kithaeron’s glens I found, torn limb from limb,
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vocabulary

aypebo catch (prey, fish)

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

dxpavrog unfilfilled, vain

&ptoteia -ov (n, 2) excellence
Gototelog prize for bravery

éorv -ewg (n, 3) town

dcdpo here, come here!

dpupdg (D) thickets, a bunch ~druid
éxAeimo leave out, pass over

gEoyog preeminent; beyond, greatly
eddaipwy blessed with a good genius
Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia

totog mast, loom ~stand

xapmte bend, bend in exhaustion
xotofvioxw die, be dead ~euthanasia
xepxic -tog () weaver’s shuttle
xopumdlm boast

Asboow see, look

powvée -dog (f, 3) madwoman, maenad
~maenad

6dg Bewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

omeipw sow ~diaspora

oteiyw go, march ~stair

UM (D) forest, firewood

®Aévy elbow, lower arm
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forest,
firewood
town
bend, bend in 1225
exhaustion
madwoman,
maenad

[thickets, a bunch

|here, come here! 1230
|go, march [unfilfilled, vain
|see, look |sight blessed with a
good genius
[boast
|mortal preeminent; be- 1235

yond, greatly

[loom |[leave out|weaver’s shuttle

pass over

|catch (prey, fish)

elbow,
lower arm
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And through the intervening forest weed
Scattered. — Men told me of my daughters’ deed,
When I was just returned within these walls,
With grey Teiresias, from the Bacchanals.

And back I hied me to the hills again

To seek my murdered son. There saw I plain
Actaeon’s mother, ranging where he died,
Autonoé; and Ino by her side,

Wandering ghastly in the pine-copses.

Agave was not there. The rumour is

She cometh fleet-foot hither.— Ah! ‘Tis true;

A sight I scarce can bend mine eyes unto.
AGAVE. My father, a great boast is thine this hour.
Thou hast begotten daughters, high in power
And valiant above all mankind — yea, all

Valiant, though none like me! I have let fall

The shuttle by the loom, and raised my hand
For higher things, to slay from out thy land
Wild beasts! See, in mine arms I bear the
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vocabulary

&ya (aa) wonder

&yopot wonder, admire; resent,
begrudge

&yov very much

Yovpdéw make proud

yfipag -og (n, 3) old age

YNedoxw grow old ~geriatric
Saipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

daig -t6g (f) feast, banquet ~demon
oaity feast, banquet

o0ecbpo here, come here!

d0voxoAog hard to please; troublesome
et0¢c if only

eixalw liken; conjecture

gvduxog (persons, things) just
éEepydlopoat accomplish; undo;
destroy someone
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ebdaipwy blessed with a good genius
Ozopoyéw fight against the gods
0bpo -tog (n, 3) victim, sacrifice
xotofdAAw throw down, cast off
~ballistic

poxdaprog blessed

vov0Oztéw remind, warn

oixetog household, familiar, proper
otpot woe is me

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

6 Bhewg () sight, view
~thanatopsis

mévlog -cog (n, 3) grief, misfortune
~Nepenthe

TéAog wretched, miserable ~talent
TOLO6de such

@6vog killing ~offend

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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1240
|make proud
[blessed
[blessed |such  |accomplish; undo;
destroy someone
|grief
[killing [wretched, accomplish; undo; 1245
miserable destroy someone
victim [throw down, castja god, fate, doom
sacrifiqeff
woe is me
(persons,
things) just
household, fa- 1250
miliar, proper
hard to please; produce,
troublesome beget; clasp
leye
liken;
conjecture
fight against 1255
the gods

[remind, warn

here, |sight
come
here!

blessed with a
good genius
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prize,

That nailed above these portals it may rise

To show what things thy daughters did! Do thou
Take it, and call a feast. Proud art thou now

And highly favoured in our valiancy!

CADMUS. O depth of grief, how can I fathom thee
Or look upon thee! —Poor, poor bloodstained hand!
Poor sisters! — A fair sacrifice to stand

Before God’s altars, daughter; yea, and call

Me and my citizens to feast withal!

Nay, let me weep —for thine affliction most,

Then for mine own. All, all of us are lost,

Not wrongfully, yet is it hard, from one

Who might have loved —our Bromios, our own!
AGAVE. How crabbed and how scowling in the eyes
Is man’s old age! — Would that my son likewise
Were happy of his hunting, in my way

When with his warrior bands he will essay

The wild beast! — Nay, his valiance is to fight

With God’s will! Father, thou shouldst set him right.
Will no one bring him thither, that mine eyes

May look on his, and show him this
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vocabulary

&yxdn the bent arm ~ankylosaurus
aiOp ether, air, sky ~ether

&Ayéw suffer ~analgesic

éAyog -cog (n, 3) woe, grief ~analgesic
0p&w do, accomplish

dvoTtuyéw be unlucky

elocopdw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

éxAavOdve forget, cause to forget
~Lethe

ebTUYEw be lucky, prosper, succeed
A0w hear, listen to ~Euclid

xowwvio association

Aopedg brilliant ~lamp

AuTTnEodg (D) painful, causing pain, sad
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pediotnue change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

retofoly change, exchange
pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

TGpog before, in the past

molog what kind

m6otg -o¢ (m) (m) husband, master; (f)
a drink ~potent

TTOEW scare

caig clear, understandable
onelpw sow ~diaspora

vuévarog bridal song ~hymen

@cd exclamation of grief, anger,
surprise, admiration
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ex- |exclamation , of grief, anger|do, accomplish
cla- |surprise, admiration
ma-
|suffer tiorllwoe
of
grief,
anger,
sur-
be heidey, pros- |be unlucky
petaducceed
mi- .
Q_ painful, caus-
tion ing pain, sad
lether |eye
look at, see; treat
with respect
change,
exchange
[prilliant
|scare
change, substitute;[before, in the past
withdraw; change
sides; (mid) send away
[hear clear, under-
standable
forget, cause [before, in the past
to forget
[what kind [bridal song
|[sow

(m) husband, mas-

ter; (f) a drink

|association

[the bent arm
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my prize!

CADMUS. Alas, if ever ye can know again

The truth of what ye did, what pain of pain

That truth shall bring! Or were it best to wait

Darkened for evermore, and deem your state

Not misery, though ye know no happiness?

AGAVE. What seest thou here to chide, or not to bless?
CADMUS. Raise me thine eyes to yon blue dome of air!
AGAVE. ‘Tis done. What dost thou bid me seek for there?
CADMUS. Is it the same, or changed in thy sight?

AGAVE. More shining than before, more heavenly bright!
CADMUS. And that wild tremour, is it with thee still?
AGAVE. I know not what thou sayest; but my will

Clears, and some change cometh, I know not how.
CADMUS. Canst hearken then, being changed, and answer, now!
AGAVE. I have forgotten something; else I could.
CADMUS. What husband led thee of old from mine abode?
AGAVE. Echi on, whom men named the Child of Earth.
CADMUS. And what child in Echi on’s house had birth?
AGAVE. Pentheus, of my love and his father’s bred.
CADMUS. Thou bearest in thine arms an head — what head?
AGAVE. A lion’s—so they all said in the
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vocabulary

&Bp<w observe, gaze

dAyog -gog (n, 3) woe, grief ~analgesic
doTt at the same time

BA®oxw come, go

Booxdg low, short

YVvwpeilw make known, discover
Stadayyove divide, share
dvodaipwy unlucky, unhappy
dVoTtnvog unhappy. miserable
eiocidw look at, behold ~wit
eloopaw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

éxPBoaxyedw excite to Bacchic frenzy;
enrage

éxeloe thither

gomw be able to move ~serpent
0npdw hunt, chase

%6p -6¢ (n) useless bit; form of xortd
XOGLYVYTY sister

xotoipw swoop; land

xotoxteive kill, slay
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xotopdopot (ado) curse
xepTopéw mock ~cardiac

A grip, pin?

AsVoow see, look

Aéwv lion

poivopor be berserk ~maenad
wiv him, her, it

woAioxw come, go

wox0og toil

6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

TNoNpo leap

motog what kind

7od where?

cpooinut be allowed near

caig clear, understandable
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

TéAog wretched, miserable ~talent
@aoxw declare, promise, think ~fame



268 BAKXAI 1278

ATAYH. Aéovtos, ds y €épaockov at Onpduevad.

KAAMOZ. okéfsar vov oplas* Bpaxvs o poxlos eiowdetv.

AT. éa, 7({ Aeboow; T Ppépopar 768 €v xepolv; 1280
KAA. d0pnoov avro kai ocadéotepov pudabe.

AT. 0pd péyioTov dAyos 1 Takaw’ €yd.

KAA. udv oow Néovrt dpaiverar mpooewévad,

AT. otk, al\a Ievléws ) Tahaw’ Exw kapa.

KAA. opwyuévov ye mpdabev 7) o¢ yvwpioad. 1285
AT. 7is éxTavév vw;— s enas N\dev xépas;

KAA. dvomy’ a\jlel, ws €v ov kapd mapet.

AT. Néy’, ws 10 puéXov kapdia m)dnu’ Exel.

KAA. ov vw katéxras kal kaolyvyrar oéfev.

AT. 7100 & dAeT’; 1) kKaT olkov; 7) ToloLs TOTTOLS; 1290
KAA. obmep mpwv Axtéwva diéhaxov kuves.

AT. 7{ & €s Kiblawpav' H\e dvodaipwv 60¢;

KAA. éxeprdue Oeov ads Te Bakyelas poldv.

AT. Yuets & exeloe Tive TpOTW KaT)papuey;

KAA. éuavyre, maoa 7 €€eBaryeiln mols. 1295

AT. Advvoos Nuds dleo’, dptt pavlavaw.



BAKXAI

declare, [hunt, chase
promise,

think
[look, look at, w. tcllg [low, short [toil
|see, look

|observe, gaze clear, under-

standable
[woe wretched,
miserable
|be allowed near
'wretched, useless  bit;
miserable form of xotd
make known, discover
unhappy, [truth
miserable
[leap
|sister
|[where? [what kind
unlucky,
unhappy
[mock
[thither
|be berserk excite to Bacchic

frenzy; enrage

|at the same time
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chase.

CADMUS. Turn to it now — ‘tis no long toil—and gaze.

AGAVE. Ah! But what is it? What am I carrying here?
CADMUS. Look once upon it full, till all be clear!

AGAVE. I see... most deadly pain! Oh, woe is me!

CADMUS. Wears it the likeness of a lion to thee?

AGAVE. No; ‘tis the head— O God!— of Pentheus, this!
CADMUS. Blood-drenched ere thou wouldst know him! Aye, ‘tis his.
AGAVE. Who slew him? —How came I to hold this thing?
CADMUS. O cruel Truth, is this thine home-coming?

AGAVE. Answer! My heart is hanging on thy breath!

CADMUS. ‘Twas thou.— Thou and thy sisters wrought his death.
AGAVE. In what place was it? His own house, or where?
CADMUS. Where the dogs tore Actaeon, even there.

AGAVE. Why went he to Kithaeron? What sought he?

CADMUS. To mock the God and thine own ecstasy.

AGAVE. But how should we be on the hills this day?

CADMUS. Being mad! A spirit drove all the land that way.
AGAVE. ‘Tis Dionyse hath done it! Now
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vocabulary

aioypog shameful

avofAéntw look up; gain sight, open
one’s eyes

&p0pov joint

&pony male

&ripog (1) without honor

&ppoovvy folly ~frenzy

BAGBn harm

BAd&mtew break, make fail

dt6A vt (D) be ruined

eloopaw look at, see; treat with respect
~panorama

¢Eapdow finish reaping

gopvog -gog (n, 3) sapling

0épog -cog (n, 3) summer ~thermos
%xép -6¢c (n) useless bit; form of xoté
xotafvioxrw die, be dead ~euthanasia
wéhobpov roofbeam
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wiv him, her, it

WO with difficulty, barely

v130g -og (f) belly, womb

mevOéw grieve ~Nepenthe

7od where?

TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems
mpocinut be allowed near

oéBopon feel shame, awe

omelpw sow ~diaspora

ouyxAeiew hem in, connect, conclude
oLUVATTL join, partake; adjoin; consult;
fight ~haptic

ocuvéyw keep together, constrain

oLVO WX join together

TéAog wretched, miserable ~talent
1G4pfog -cog (n, 3) fear

Totyap therefore

0BpPilw insult, treat outrageously
UBotg -ewg (f) pride, insolence, outrage
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[hubris / [insult

[where?

with difficulty,
barely

[joint ouyxAeiw?: hem in, connect, conclude; or cuyxAeiw?:

hem in, connect, conclude

[folly

there- [join, partake; ad-
fore join; consult; fight
|be ruined
|male 1305
|sapling ) |wretched, |belly, womb
miserable
|shameful

look up; gain sight,
open one’s eyes

[roofbeam

[fear 1310

look at, see; treat
with respect

[insult

useless  bit;
form of xotd

without
honor

finish summer
reaping

SoOw
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I see.
CADMUS. Ye wronged Him! Ye denied his deity!
AGAVE. Show me the body of the son I love!
CADMUS. ‘Tis here, my child. Hard was the quest thereof.
AGAVE. Laid in due state?
As there is no answer, she lifts the veil of the bier, and sees.
Oh, if I wrought a sin,’
Twas mine! What portion had my child therein!
CADMUS. He made him like to you, adoring not
The God; who therefore to one bane hath brought
You and this body, wrecking all our line,
And me. Aye, no man-child was ever mine;
And now this first-fruit of the flesh of thee,
Sad woman, foully here and frightfully
Lies murdered! Whom the house looked up unto,
Kneeling by the body.
O Child, my daughter’s child! who heldest true
My castle walls; and to the folk a name
Of fear thou wast; and no man sought to shame
My grey beard, when they knew that thou wast there,
Else had they swift reward! — And now [ fare
Forth in dishonour, outcast, I, the great
Cadmus, who sowed the seed-rows of this state
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vocabulary

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

&0pEw observe, gaze

&Ayewvog painful

GAYEw suffer ~analgesic

éAyog -gog (n, 3) woe, grief ~analgesic
&A\Goow trade, transform

&royog (f) wife ~lie

GotOpém to count ~arithmetic
&tpéle (1) insult, dishonor

o3& voice, report ~Theravada
a03Gw speak, declare, shout
~Theravada

BapBapog non-Greek

Yévetov chin; beard ~chin

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate, doom
~demon

dapap wife ~domicile

dpdxwy -ovtog (m, 3) serpent

275

Otyydave touch

0Ovntég mortal ~euthanasia

%0AGZw punish

AunEedg (D) painful, causing pain, sad
petafaAdm alter, transform
LETOOTEEQ® turn around, change
one’s mind ~atrophy

wooyog calf (animal)

oixtpdg pitiable

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless

Oy0¢g pl: carrying thing, chariot,
holding place ~wagon

TPooTTOooW embrace, greet, address
olyyovog inborn, natural; blood kin
Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
TAMueyv steadfast, enduring ~talent
Tdmog mold, form ~type

0T beat, smite ~stupid
UTTEPPPOVEL be snobby

XeNowog oracular response
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|anyway, nevertheless

[to count
chin; [touch
beard
embrace,
greet, address
|dishonor 1320

[mess things up painful, caus-

ing pain, sad

[punish
|steadfast
|pitiable |steadfast inborn, natu-
ral; blood kin
a god, fatelbe snobby 1325
doom

|observe, gaze

[painful
turn around, change
one’s mind
|serpent alter, [wife 1330
transform
[mortal
|chariot - |calf oracular
response

|wife [non-Greek
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Of Thebes, and reaped the harvest wonderful.

O my beloved, though thy heart is dull

In death, O still beloved, and alway

Beloved! Never more, then, shalt thou lay

Thine hand to this white beard, and speak to me
Thy “Mother’s Father”; ask “Who wrongeth thee?
Who stints thine honour, or with malice stirs

Thine heart? Speak, and I smite thine injurers!”

But now —woe, woe, to me and thee also,

Woe to thy mother and her sisters, woe

Alway! Oh, whoso walketh not in dread

Of Gods, let him but look on this man dead!
LEADER. Lo, I weep with thee. ‘Twas but due reward
God sent on Pentheus; but for thee... ‘Tis hard.
AGAVE. My father, thou canst see the change in me,
DIONYSUS. And tell of Time, what gifts for thee he bears,
What griefs and wonders in the winding years.

For thou must change and be a Serpent Thing
Strange, and beside thee she whom thou didst bring
Of old to be thy bride from Heaven afar,

Harmonia, daughter of the Lord of War.

Yea, and a chariot of kine—so spake

The word of Zeus— thee and thy Queen shall take
Through many lands, Lord of a wild array

Of orient spears. And many towns shall they
Destroy beneath thee, that vast horde, until

They touch Apollo’s dwelling, and fulfil
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vocabulary

G&EOMov GbAiov prize

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

aio land ~geography

atot alas

avayxoatlog coerced, coercing, slavery
Blog life ~biology

Yo6vog offspring ~genus

ot emphatic 61

otopmdlw make prey of ~harpoon
gyyiyvopou live in, grow in ~genus
éxyiyvopot be born; be by birth
~genus

énecképyop o sally

gmved e nod

gmvéow allot

eddatpovéw be lucky, happy
0vntég mortal ~euthanasia
%®00L3pO® cause to sit down
xtTdopat acquire, possess

Alav very

wéxore fortunate ~macarism

réxop fortunate ~macarism

véoTtog homecoming ~nostalgia
opoLow assimilate, liken ~homoerotic
6pY" urge, impulse; anger

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

hAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
7ép0Ow sack, ravage, plunder

TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

otpbrevpa -tog (n, 3) army ~strategy
olyyovog inborn, natural; blood kin
ocwEPOVE® be sane, moderate

TéAog wretched, miserable ~talent
TAMpeyv steadfast, enduring ~talent
0BpPilw insult, treat outrageously
o@uyn flight, means of escape ~fugitive
XonoThotov oracle, response
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larmy
oracle,
response
|make prey of = |homecoming
[land [life
[mortal
|be sane, moderate
|offspring
[be Tucky, happy lacquire
|sally [very
[insult
urge, |be conspicuous, pre-liken
impulsefeminent
anger
lalas |steadfast  |flight, means
of escape

coerced, coerc-
ing, slavery

lemphatic 37

inborn, natu-
ral; blood kin

wretched,
miserable

1340

1345

1350
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Their doom, back driven on stormy ways and steep.
Thee only and thy spouse shall Ares keep,

And save alive to the Islands of the Blest.

Thus speaketh Dionysus, Son confessed

Of no man but of Zeus! — Ah, had ye seen

Truth in the hour ye would not, all had been

Well with ye, and the Child of God your friend!
AGAVE. Dionysus, we beseech thee! We have sinned!
DIONYSUS. Too late! When there was time, ye knew me not!
AGAVE. We have confessed. Yet is thine hand too hot.
DIONYSUS. Ye mocked me, being God; this your wage.
AGAVE. Should God be like a proud man in his rage?
DIONYSUS. ‘Tis as my sire, Zeus, willed it long ago.
AGAVE. Old man, the word is spoken; we must go.
DIONYSUS. And seeing ye must, what is it that ye wait?
CADMUS. Child, we are come into a deadly strait,

All; thou, poor sufferer, and thy sisters twain,
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
GuLBaAiew wrap ~ballistic
BapBapog non-Greek

Bwwog altar; stand, pedestal
dapop wife ~domicile

dpbxwv -ovtog (m, 3) serpent
dvortuyia bad luck

ExPaAre throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

éxAeimo leave out, pass over
énixovpog ally; mercenary ~cereal
fjovyog quiet

0dAapog bedchamber ~thalamus
0éo@artog divinely ordained
%xOxvog swan ~Cygnus

AOYYM spear point; lot

réhoBpov roofbeam

pétoxog immigrant

ptyég all mixed up

Bpvic -0og (1, ) bird ~ornithology
matprog of the father(s), ancestral
7ot whither? how long?

oteiyw go, march ~stair

0TEVw groan ~stentorian

06TPaTég common people/soldiers
~strategy

TéAag wretched, miserable ~talent
tégog (m) funeral, grave; (n)
astonishment

TAMueyv steadfast, enduring ~talent
QuYbg -dog (m, 3) exile, refugee
~fugitive

@uyn flight, means of escape ~fugitive
@botg -ewg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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|steadfast |non-Greek

[immigrant divinely

ordained

all mixednon-Greek |army

up

|wife
|serpent wild,
savage

|altar (m) funeral, grave;
(n) astonishment

spear point;

lot
|steadfast
|quiet
[wrap wretched,
miserable
|bird [swan

throw out, fell,
let fall

[whither? how long?

|ally; mercenary

[roofbeam of the father(s),

ancestral

leave out, passbad luck
over
[pbedchamber

|go, march

|groan
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And my sad self. Far off to barbarous men,

A grey-haired wanderer, I must take my road.

And then the oracle, the doom of God,

That I must lead a raging horde far-lown

To prey on Hellas; lead my spouse, mine own
Harmonia. Ares’ child, discorporate

And haunting forms, dragon and dragon-mate,
Against the tombs and altar-stones of Greece,

Lance upon lance behind us; and not cease

From toils, like other men, nor dream, nor past

The foam of Acheron find my peace at last.

AGAVE. Father! And I must wander far from thee!
CADMUS. O Child, why wilt thou reach thine arms to me,
As yearns the milk-white swan, when old swans die?
AGAVE. Where shall I turn me else? No home have 1.
CADMUS. I know not; I can help thee not.

AGAVE. Farewell, O home, O ancient tower!

Lo, I am outcast from my bower,

And leave ye for a worser lot.

CADMUS. Go forth, go forth to misery,

The way Actaeon’s father went!

AGAVE. Father, for thee my tears are spent.
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vocabulary

ayépaotog unrewarded
&eAmtog not hoped for
avaxetpon be dedicated, be put up
dotpéviog voc: you crazy guy
0oxpV® weep

0Vpoog ivied wand

Ovpoow make into a wand
XOGLYVYTY sister

xpoive accomplish; (rare) rule
wéAleog vain, idle, useless

KEAm concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

utapdg stained, polluted ~miasma
pvipa -toc (n, 3) reminder, memorial
~mnemonic

pvnuy reminder, memorial

ropo" beauty

60t where

oixtpdg pitiable

6mov where

bdooc eyes (dual)

TopuTdg escort, guide ~pomp
Tépog way, bridge ~fare

Tépw aor. give, pf. be fated
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[weep sister
unrewarded
escort, |sister
guide
[pitiable
[where
stained,
polluted
leyes (dual)
[where be dedicated,
be put up
|be in/on the mind
[beauty

not hopedjaccomplish
for

289

[vain, idle

1380

w
Qo
ul

1390



290 BAKXAI 1373

CADMUS. Nay, Child, ‘tis I must weep for thee;
For thee and for thy sisters twain!
AGAVE. On all this house, in bitter wise,
Our Lord and Master, Dionyse,
Hath poured the utter dregs of pain!
DIONYSUS. In bitter wise, for bitter was the shame
Ye did me, when Thebes honoured not my name.
AGAVE. Then lead me where my sisters be;
Together let our tears be shed,
Our ways be wandered; where no red
Kithaeron waits to gaze on me;
Nor I gaze back; no thyrsus stem,
Nor song, nor memory in the air.
Oh, other Bacchanals be there,
Not I, not I, to dream of them!
AGAVE with her group of attendants goes out on the side away from the Mountain.
DIONYSUS rises upon the Cloud and disappears.
CHORUS. There may be many shapes of mystery,
And many things God makes to be,
Past hope or fear.
And the end men looked for cometh not,
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vocabulary ~basis
arofBaivw leave, get off; turn out T0oL60d¢ such



292 BAKXAI 1392

ToWOVS améPn T6de Tpayua.
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|such leave, get off;
turn out
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And a path is there where no man thought.
So hath it fallen here.
Exeunt.



