Plato’s Dialogues on Socrates

Contents

Euthyphro ................. ... 2
Apology ...t 60
Crito ..ovvvieiiiiiiiinnnnen.. 135

Phaedo ...............iiL. 175



2 EYOYOQN

vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&yevvvg low-born; sordid
&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
&yvog -tog (m) unknown,
unrecognizable

aywvilopat contend, exert oneself
&dnAog invisible, unknown
é&nd1g unpleasant

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

Gxpfig (1) exact

GAANGTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

&ANoTELOW estrange from
aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

&vdpo@o6vog murderous ~offend
évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

é&vootog unholy

arofaive leave, get off; turn out
~basis

amoo@alw cut the throat
dpyotog ancient, from the beginning
~oligarch

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

&@pootow purify, atone

[BéATioTog best, noblest
BAaoctave bud, sprout

YeAdow laugh, smile, laugh at
Yélotog laughable; joking
Yewpyéw farm, till land
YewpY6g farming

doatpdviog voc: you crazy guy
deopéwm to chain

deop.dg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

0ecbpo here, come here!

dfAog visible, conspicuous
Stafarhw throw across; slander

~nballistic

dtayw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

JStatpLPn activity, waste of time
Srotpife (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

Oxafew judge

SLXaoTHPLOY court

EynAnpa -tog (n, 3) accusation
eixdg likely

eite if, whenever; either/or
éxdotote each time

éxxafaipw clear out

€v04.d< here, hither

€vvoéw consider

EENYNTig -00 (m, 1) leader,
expounder

gméEet attack, prosecute
gneEépyopon sally

é¢niypvmog (0) hook-nosed
¢mBoupéw (D) wish, covet
gmiperéopat take care of, oversee
éniotapot know how, understand
~station

ETMLTUYYOV® meet, attain
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
€otia hearth ~Hestia

e0Yévetog well-bearded

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
MAxtdTng -ov (m, 1) equal in age,
contemporary

Oawvpdorog wonderful

Onred o work

Oupéw (D) anger

xo0opdw look down ~panorama
xovog new, fresh, strange

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xoxovpYéw do evil

xotofGAA® throw down, cast off
~ballistic
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xotoyehdw laugh at, deride
xoToytyvedoxn judge negatively
ROTAMUTAVE leave behind,
abandon

XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
#tvduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

Apdg (1, ) famine

poaivopon be berserk ~maenad
pévtig -og (m) seer ~mantis

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
KEAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

unte06g reward, wages

vaog () temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixétng -ov (m, 1) household; house
slave

oixéw inhabit ~economics
OAlYwPEw consider unimportant
oudoc to the same spot ~homoerotic
opotpamrelog messmate

6uwg anyway, nevertheless
ovop.ddw to address, name ~name
67t wherever, however

6pYilw anger, provoke, annoy
00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

00060 stand up

0ppwIéw dread, shrink from
00Tdw pierce, wound

moilw play ~pediatrician
mopovéw drunkly act badly
metdyvope (D) spread, spread out
wétopon to fly ~petal

TowTig -ob (m, 1) maker, author

mowtég made, well-made ~poet
mpeoPiTYg -ov (D, m, 1) old person
TpoayopeVw declare, predict, order
mpocimov foretell, proclaim, order
before

TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

npoostifnut add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with ~thesis

Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
otyog -ouvg (n, 3) miserable, cold
~frigid

couTtod yourself

ocowtod yourself

cola skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60@0g skilled, clever, wise
OTAVLOG rare, scanty

omouvd&lw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

67064 01d¢ roofed colonnade,
storehouse

ouvdéw bind together

obveLpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

oVvoLdo know about someone;
think proper

6@46dpa very much

thpog () ditch, trench ~epitaph
@adAog trifling

@Oovéw envy

®06vog malice, envy
@Lhavlpwrio benevolence

@6vog killing ~offend

@povtilw consider, ponder

@uTog natural
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EUTHYPHRO: Why have you left the Lyceum, Socrates? and what are you
doing in the Porch of the King Archon? Surely you cannot be concerned in
a suit before the King, like myself?

SOCRATES: Not in a suit, Euthyphro; impeachment is the word which the
Athenians use.

EUTHYPHRO: What! I suppose that some one has been prosecuting you, for
I cannot believe that you are the prosecutor of another.

SOCRATES: Certainly not.

EUTHYPHRO: Then some one else has been prosecuting you?
SOCRATES: Yes.

EUTHYPHRO: And who is he?

SOCRATES: A young man who is little known, Euthyphro; and I hardly
know him: his name is Meletus, and he is of the deme of Pitthis. Perhaps
you may remember his appearance; he has a beak, and long straight hair,
and a beard which is ill grown.

EUTHYPHRO: No, I do not remember him, Socrates. But what is the charge
which he brings against you?

SOCRATES: What is the charge? Well, a very serious charge, which shows a
good deal of character in the young man, and for which he is certainly not
to be despised. He says he knows how the youth are corrupted and who are
their corruptors. I fancy that he must be a wise man, and seeing that I am
the reverse of a wise man, he has found me out, and is going to accuse me
of corrupting his young friends. And of this our mother the state is to be
the judge. Of all our political men he is the only one who seems to me to
begin in the right way, with the cultivation of virtue in youth; like a good
husbandman, he makes the young shoots his first care, and clears away us
who are the destroyers of them. This is only the first step; he will afterwards
attend to the elder branches; and if he goes on as he has begun, he will be a
very great public benefactor.

EUTHYPHRO: I hope that he may; but I rather fear, Socrates, that the opposite
will turn out to be the truth. My opinion is that in attacking you he is simply
aiming a blow at the foundation of the state. But in what way does he say
that you corrupt the young?

SOCRATES: He brings a wonderful accusation against me, which at first
hearing excites surprise: he says that I am a poet or maker of gods, and
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that I invent new gods and deny the existence of old ones; this is the ground
of his indictment.

EUTHYPHRO: I understand, Socrates; he means to attack you about the
familiar sign which occasionally, as you say, comes to you. He thinks that you
are a neologian, and he is going to have you up before the court for this. He
knows that such a charge is readily received by the world, as I myself know
too well; for when I speak in the assembly about divine things, and foretell
the future to them, they laugh at me and think me a madman. Yet every
word that I say is true. But they are jealous of us all; and we must be brave
and go at them.

SOCRATES: Their laughter, friend Euthyphro, is not a matter of much
consequence. For a man may be thought wise; but the Athenians, I suspect,
do not much trouble themselves about him until he begins to impart his
wisdom to others, and then for some reason or other, perhaps, as you say,
from jealousy, they are angry.

EUTHYPHRO: I am never likely to try their temper in this way.

SOCRATES: I dare say not, for you are reserved in your behaviour, and seldom
impart your wisdom. But I have a benevolent habit of pouring out myself
to everybody, and would even pay for a listener, and I am afraid that the
Athenians may think me too talkative. Now if, as I was saying, they would
only laugh at me, as you say that they laugh at you, the time might pass gaily
enough in the court; but perhaps they may be in earnest, and then what the
end will be you soothsayers only can predict.

EUTHYPHRO: I dare say that the affair will end in nothing, Socrates, and
that you will win your cause; and I think that I shall win my own.

SOCRATES: And what is your suit, Euthyphro? are you the pursuer or the
defendant?

EUTHYPHRO: I am the pursuer.

SOCRATES: Of whom?

EUTHYPHRO: You will think me mad when I tell you.
SOCRATES: Why, has the fugitive wings?

EUTHYPHRO: Nay, he is not very volatile at his time of life.
SOCRATES: Who is he?

EUTHYPHRO: My father.
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SOCRATES: Your father! my good man?
EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And of what is he accused?
EUTHYPHRO: Of murder, Socrates.

SOCRATES: By the powers, Euthyphro! how little does the common herd
know of the nature of right and truth. A man must be an extraordinary man,
and have made great strides in wisdom, before he could have seen his way
to bring such an action.

EUTHYPHRO: Indeed, Socrates, he must.

SOCRATES: I suppose that the man whom your father murdered was one
of your relatives—clearly he was; for if he had been a stranger you would
never have thought of prosecuting him.

EUTHYPHRO: I am amused, Socrates, at your making a distinction between
one who is a relation and one who is not a relation; for surely the pollution is
the same in either case, if you knowingly associate with the murderer when
you ought to clear yourself and him by proceeding against him. The real
question is whether the murdered man has been justly slain. If justly, then
your duty is to let the matter alone; but if unjustly, then even if the murderer
lives under the same roof with you and eats at the same table, proceed against
him. Now the man who is dead was a poor dependant of mine who worked
for us as a field labourer on our farm in Naxos, and one day in a fit of drunken
passion he got into a quarrel with one of our domestic servants and slew him.
My father bound him hand and foot and threw him into a ditch, and then
sent to Athens to ask of a diviner what he should do with him. Meanwhile
he never attended to him and took no care about him, for he regarded him
as a murderer; and thought that no great harm would be done even if he
did die. Now this was just what happened. For such was the effect of cold
and hunger and chains upon him, that before the messenger returned from
the diviner, he was dead. And my father and family are angry with me for
taking the part of the murderer and prosecuting my father. They say that
he did not kill him, and that if he did, the dead man was but a murderer,
and I ought not to take any notice, for that a son is impious who prosecutes
a father. Which shows, Socrates, how little they know what the gods think
about piety and impiety.

SOCRATES: Good heavens, Euthyphro! and is your knowledge of religion and
of things pious and impious so very exact, that, supposing the circumstances
to be as you state them, you are not afraid lest you too may be doing an
impious thing in bringing an action against your father?
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vocabulary

GxptPig (1) exact

axpoémohg -cwg (f) citadel, high part
of a city ~acute

&vootog unholy

amoaraEeiow wish to get rid of
dmoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoPAémw stare at, adore
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
Gpo interrogative pcl

GotOpéwm to count ~arithmetic
GptOpég number

dovopat get, win

doTt at the same time

&o€feta impeity

GocPéw be impious

éoefig profane

Boapbg heavy ~baritone

Yoopeig -og (m) painter

Yooy painting; writing

ofjAog visible, conspicuous

dfmov perhaps; is it not so?
otayw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

dtaxeAedopon give orders to,
encourage

Sraxpive (1) separate, sort ~critic
dtaopa disagreement
ddaoxalog teacher

dunyéopon detail, describe

owalw judge

dxaeTNELOY court

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

éxmAfyvope (D) panic, be knocked
out

éxtéuvo cut out, fell ~tonsure
gAaydg small; comp.: less ~light
gEopoptdve miss; err, do wrong
gnetdby when, after

gméEetut attack, prosecute

gneEépyopon sally

¢mBupée (D) wish, covet
gmtoxénropoat look upon, inspect
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmitpéno entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
Epopat ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

gowTaw ask about something
edoefig pious

ExOpa hate

gx0pon hate

Oavpdorog wonderful

0zo@tAvg beloved by the gods;
loving God

i0éa 07 semblance; kind, style
xafopaw look down ~panorama
xotawive (1) swallow

xoteidov look upon

xAomy] theft, fraud

%®0A&w punish

%x0D@og light, nimble

®PATLOTOG best

AoyyGvew be allotted; (esp. Aeho-
forms) allot; receive

Adxog lot

AoyLopog calculation

preotog full

LETPEW measure, traverse ~metric
pynuovedw remember, remind
val yea

vovOstéw remind, warn
opoloyéw agree with/to

67y wherever, however
omdrtepog which of two, either of two
6pY" urge, impulse; anger
6pYiCw anger, provoke, annoy
06000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00%oDY not so?; and so
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odvexoa because

ob7w no longer

Spehog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
TavTwg by all means
mopdderypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent

mémtAog woman’s dress, a folded
cylinder of cloth

mointApo -tog (n, 3) embroidery
7olog what kind

TpoxoAéw challenge, call out ~gallo
TEOGQLAYG beloved

oo@g clear, understandable

oxomtdw watch, observe
oxoméw behold, consider
60@0g skilled, clever, wise
otaoLalw revolt, be divided
ouYYwPEEW accede, concede
ouVOoxéw seem good also
G)O0AY rest, leisure
TEXUNOLOY sign; proof
toivuy well, then

@ilog friendly

@6vog killing ~offend
xoAemtailve be violent, rage
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EUTHYPHRO: The best of Euthyphro, and that which distinguishes him,
Socrates, from other men, is his exact knowledge of all such matters. What
should I be good for without it?

SOCRATES: Rare friend! I think that I cannot do better than be your disciple.
Then before the trial with Meletus comes on I shall challenge him, and say
that I have always had a great interest in religious questions, and now, as he
charges me with rash imaginations and innovations in religion, I have become
your disciple. You, Meletus, as I shall say to him, acknowledge Euthyphro
to be a great theologian, and sound in his opinions; and if you approve of
him you ought to approve of me, and not have me into court; but if you
disapprove, you should begin by indicting him who is my teacher, and who
will be the ruin, not of the young, but of the old; that is to say, of myself
whom he instructs, and of his old father whom he admonishes and chastises.
And if Meletus refuses to listen to me, but will go on, and will not shift the
indictment from me to you, I cannot do better than repeat this challenge in
the court.

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, indeed, Socrates; and if he attempts to indict me I am
mistaken if I do not find a flaw in him; the court shall have a great deal more
to say to him than to me.

SOCRATES: And I, my dear friend, knowing this, am desirous of becoming
your disciple. For I observe that no one appears to notice you—not even this
Meletus; but his sharp eyes have found me out at once, and he has indicted
me for impiety. And therefore, I adjure you to tell me the nature of piety
and impiety, which you said that you knew so well, and of murder, and of
other offences against the gods. What are they? Is not piety in every action
always the same? and impiety, again —is it not always the opposite of piety,
and also the same with itself, having, as impiety, one notion which includes
whatever is impious?

EUTHYPHRO: To be sure, Socrates.
SOCRATES: And what is piety, and what is impiety?

EUTHYPHRO: Piety is doing as I am doing; that is to say, prosecuting any
one who is guilty of murder, sacrilege, or of any similar crime — whether he
be your father or mother, or whoever he may be —that makes no difference;
and not to prosecute them is impiety. And please to consider, Socrates, what
a notable proof I will give you of the truth of my words, a proof which I have
already given to others: — of the principle, I mean, that the impious, whoever
he may be, ought not to go unpunished. For do not men regard Zeus as the
best and most righteous of the gods? —and yet they admit that he bound
his father (Cronos) because he wickedly devoured his sons, and that he too
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had punished his own father (Uranus) for a similar reason, in a nameless
manner. And yet when I proceed against my father, they are angry with me.
So inconsistent are they in their way of talking when the gods are concerned,
and when I am concerned.

SOCRATES: May not this be the reason, Euthyphro, why I am charged with
impiety —that I cannot away with these stories about the gods? and therefore
I suppose that people think me wrong. But, as you who are well informed
about them approve of them, I cannot do better than assent to your superior
wisdom. What else can I say, confessing as I do, that I know nothing about
them? Tell me, for the love of Zeus, whether you really believe that they are
true.

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates; and things more wonderful still, of which the
world is in ignorance.

SOCRATES: And do you really believe that the gods fought with one another,
and had dire quarrels, battles, and the like, as the poets say, and as you may
see represented in the works of great artists? The temples are full of them;
and notably the robe of Athene, which is carried up to the Acropolis at the
great Panathenaea, is embroidered with them. Are all these tales of the gods
true, Euthyphro?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates; and, as I was saying, I can tell you, if you would
like to hear them, many other things about the gods which would quite amaze
you.

SOCRATES: I dare say; and you shall tell me them at some other time when I
have leisure. But just at present I would rather hear from you a more precise
answer, which you have not as yet given, my friend, to the question, What
is ‘piety’? When asked, you only replied, Doing as you do, charging your
father with murder.

EUTHYPHRO: And what I said was true, Socrates.

SOCRATES: No doubt, Euthyphro; but you would admit that there are many
other pious acts?

EUTHYPHRO: There are.

SOCRATES: Remember that I did not ask you to give me two or three
examples of piety, but to explain the general idea which makes all pious
things to be pious. Do you not recollect that there was one idea which made
the impious impious, and the pious pious?

EUTHYPHRO: I remember.



20 EYOYOQN

SOCRATES: Tell me what is the nature of this idea, and then I shall have a
standard to which I may look, and by which I may measure actions, whether
yours or those of any one else, and then I shall be able to say that such and
such an action is pious, such another impious.

EUTHYPHRO: I will tell you, if you like.
SOCRATES: I should very much like.

EUTHYPHRO: Piety, then, is that which is dear to the gods, and impiety is
that which is not dear to them.

SOCRATES: Very good, Euthyphro; you have now given me the sort of answer
which I wanted. But whether what you say is true or not I cannot as yet tell,
although I make no doubt that you will prove the truth of your words.

EUTHYPHRO: Of course.

SOCRATES: Come, then, and let us examine what we are saying. That thing
or person which is dear to the gods is pious, and that thing or person which
is hateful to the gods is impious, these two being the extreme opposites of
one another. Was not that said?

EUTHYPHRO: It was.
SOCRATES: And well said?
EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates, I thought so; it was certainly said.

SOCRATES: And further, Euthyphro, the gods were admitted to have enmities
and hatreds and differences?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, that was also said.

SOCRATES: And what sort of difference creates enmity and anger? Suppose
for example that you and I, my good friend, differ about a number; do
differences of this sort make us enemies and set us at variance with one
another? Do we not go at once to arithmetic, and put an end to them by a
sum?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: Or suppose that we differ about magnitudes, do we not quickly
end the differences by measuring?

EUTHYPHRO: Very true.

SOCRATES: And we end a controversy about heavy and light by resorting to
a weighing machine?



EUTHYPHRO: To be sure.
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vocabulary

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
ailoypdg shameful

#AN0OL elsewhere, abroad
auoloBnréw dispute
av3po@dovog murderous ~offend
a&vdotog unholy

amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
&po interrogative pcl

dovopor get, win

&pTt at the same time

Yevvatog noble, sincere ~genesis
deopog bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

deomdtyg -ou (m, 1) master, despot
ofjAog visible, conspicuous

onmov perhaps; is it not so?
dtaopa disagreement

Owdlw judge

oo THELOY court

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
0p&w do, accomplish

elmep if indeed

évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
EVoEw consider

EENYNTig -0 (m, 1) leader,
expounder

gméEeLut attack, prosecute
g¢mdeixvopt () display, exhibit
gmioxNTTw lay something on
émoxoméw look upon, inspect
Epopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

gpwThw ask about something
Oavpéorog wonderful
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
Ozo@tAvg beloved by the gods;
loving God

Onted o work

xe@daAotog main point; chief
%xwduvebw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that
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®0A&w punish

xpiotg -ewc (f) decision, issue
xwAO (D) hinder, prevent
utoéem (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

vai yea

oporoyéw agree with/to

6uwe anyway, nevertheless
60YiCw anger, provoke, annoy
60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

0pilw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

00dopdg not anyone

00JETTOTE never

003étepog neither

00%0DY not so?; and so
TAUTOAVG Very great

TPEELS -ewg () result, business
~practice

TPOoQELAYg beloved

ca@g clear, understandable
oxemtéog thing to consider, one who
must consider

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomtdw watch, observe
oxoméw behold, consider
cooio skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60@0g skilled, clever, wise
otooLdlw revolt, be divided
oL XWEEW accede, concede
oLV3éw bind together

Tayo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

Thyog -oug (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
TeEXUNoLov sign; proof
TelevTdw bring about, finish
~apostle

TOL66de such

UTEYw promise; hold out one’s



hand; submit to
vrotiOnut suggest, advise
~hypothesis
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@04 do first, outstrip
©04ve (a) do first, outstrip
@6vog killing ~offend
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SOCRATES: But what differences are there which cannot be thus decided,
and which therefore make us angry and set us at enmity with one another?
I dare say the answer does not occur to you at the moment, and therefore I
will suggest that these enmities arise when the matters of difference are the
just and unjust, good and evil, honourable and dishonourable. Are not these
the points about which men differ, and about which when we are unable
satisfactorily to decide our differences, you and I and all of us quarrel, when
we do quarrel? (Compare Alcib.)

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates, the nature of the differences about which we
quarrel is such as you describe.

SOCRATES: And the quarrels of the gods, noble Euthyphro, when they occur,
are of a like nature?

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly they are.

SOCRATES: They have differences of opinion, as you say, about good and
evil, just and unjust, honourable and dishonourable: there would have been
no quarrels among them, if there had been no such differences —would there
now?

EUTHYPHRO: You are quite right.

SOCRATES: Does not every man love that which he deems noble and just
and good, and hate the opposite of them?

EUTHYPHRO: Very true.

SOCRATES: But, as you say, people regard the same things, some as just
and others as unjust,— about these they dispute; and so there arise wars and
fightings among them.

EUTHYPHRO: Very true.

SOCRATES: Then the same things are hated by the gods and loved by the
gods, and are both hateful and dear to them?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: And upon this view the same things, Euthyphro, will be pious
and also impious?

EUTHYPHRO: So I should suppose.

SOCRATES: Then, my friend, I remark with surprise that you have not
answered the question which I asked. For I certainly did not ask you to
tell me what action is both pious and impious: but now it would seem that
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what is loved by the gods is also hated by them. And therefore, Euthyphro,
in thus chastising your father you may very likely be doing what is agreeable
to Zeus but disagreeable to Cronos or Uranus, and what is acceptable to
Hephaestus but unacceptable to Here, and there may be other gods who have
similar differences of opinion.

EUTHYPHRO: But I believe, Socrates, that all the gods would be agreed as
to the propriety of punishing a murderer: there would be no difference of
opinion about that.

SOCRATES: Well, but speaking of men, Euthyphro, did you ever hear any
one arguing that a murderer or any sort of evil-doer ought to be let off?

EUTHYPHRO: I should rather say that these are the questions which they are
always arguing, especially in courts of law: they commit all sorts of crimes,
and there is nothing which they will not do or say in their own defence.

SOCRATES: But do they admit their guilt, Euthyphro, and yet say that they
ought not to be punished?

EUTHYPHRO: No; they do not.

SOCRATES: Then there are some things which they do not venture to say
and do: for they do not venture to argue that the guilty are to be unpunished,
but they deny their guilt, do they not?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: Then they do not argue that the evil-doer should not be punished,
but they argue about the fact of who the evil-doer is, and what he did and
when?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: And the gods are in the same case, if as you assert they quarrel
about just and unjust, and some of them say while others deny that injustice
is done among them. For surely neither God nor man will ever venture to
say that the doer of injustice is not to be punished?

EUTHYPHRO: That is true, Socrates, in the main.

SOCRATES: But they join issue about the particulars—gods and men alike;
and, if they dispute at all, they dispute about some act which is called in
question, and which by some is affirmed to be just, by others to be unjust. Is
not that true?

EUTHYPHRO: Quite true.
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SOCRATES: Well then, my dear friend Euthyphro, do tell me, for my better
instruction and information, what proof have you that in the opinion of all
the gods a servant who is guilty of murder, and is put in chains by the master
of the dead man, and dies because he is put in chains before he who bound
him can learn from the interpreters of the gods what he ought to do with
him, dies unjustly; and that on behalf of such an one a son ought to proceed
against his father and accuse him of murder. How would you show that all
the gods absolutely agree in approving of his act? Prove to me that they do,
and I will applaud your wisdom as long as I live.

EUTHYPHRO: It will be a difficult task; but I could make the matter very
clear indeed to you.

SOCRATES: I understand; you mean to say that I am not so quick of
apprehension as the judges: for to them you will be sure to prove that the
act is unjust, and hateful to the gods.

EUTHYPHRO: Yes indeed, Socrates; at least if they will listen to me.

SOCRATES: But they will be sure to listen if they find that you are a good
speaker. There was a notion that came into my mind while you were
speaking; I said to myself: ‘Well, and what if Euthyphro does prove to
me that all the gods regarded the death of the serf as unjust, how do I know
anything more of the nature of piety and impiety? for granting that this action
may be hateful to the gods, still piety and impiety are not adequately defined
by these distinctions, for that which is hateful to the gods has been shown to
be also pleasing and dear to them.” And therefore, Euthyphro, I do not ask
you to prove this; I will suppose, if you like, that all the gods condemn and
abominate such an action. But I will amend the definition so far as to say
that what all the gods hate is impious, and what they love pious or holy; and
what some of them love and others hate is both or neither. Shall this be our
definition of piety and impiety?

EUTHYPHRO: Why not, Socrates?

SOCRATES: Why not! certainly, as far as I am concerned, Euthyphro, there
is no reason why not. But whether this admission will greatly assist you in
the task of instructing me as you promised, is a matter for you to consider.

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, I should say that what all the gods love is pious and holy,
and the opposite which they all hate, impious.

SOCRATES: Ought we to enquire into the truth of this, Euthyphro, or simply
to accept the mere statement on our own authority and that of others? What
do you say?
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EUTHYPHRO: We should enquire; and I believe that the statement will stand
the test of enquiry.

SOCRATES: We shall know better, my good friend, in a little while. The
point which I should first wish to understand is whether the pious or holy is
beloved by the gods because it is holy, or holy because it is beloved of the
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vocabulary
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dd0g weariness
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Gpt0pég number
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déog fear ~Deimos

dMA6w show, disclose

dfjta emphatic o7

Otétt because; that

eite if, whenever; either/or
évtiOnut load; mp: take to heart
~thesis

gpwThw ask about something
0zo@tA1g beloved by the gods;
loving God

t3pVw establish

xotadnAog manifest, visible
xatovoéw notice, realize, learn
%xwduvebw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

poxdptog blessed

préprov piece, member; part of
speech

val yea

vewxéow revile, quarrel, scold
vooog () plague, pestilence

~noisome

oporoyéw agree with/to

67y wherever, however

6mov where

6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

60060 stand up

0bx®0DY not so?; and so

odmw no longer

obolo property; essence

Tébog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

TovTaTooty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tavtood everywhere; completely
mevio poverty ~osteopenia
Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

mepLépyopon go around; come next
to

TePLooog prodigious, superfluous
TAodtog wealth ~plutocrat
mounrig -0 (m, 1) maker, author
moutég made, well-made ~poet
7éte when?

métepog which, whichever of two
TPOYOVOG elder, ancestor ~genus
700w run from, lead to the fray
mpbéBupog (0) willing, eager ~fume
covtod yourself

oca@1g clear, understandable
oxdppa -tog (n, 3) joke

copta skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60¢0¢ skilled, clever, wise
ouyyévela kinship

ouYYwEEw accede, concede
ocvprpobupéopar (VD) share in
eagerness with

o¥ed6v near, approximately at
~jischemia

Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology
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Toivuy well, then
TPLEAW luxuriate, revel ~drop
bm60eotg -ewg () proposal; subject;

hypothesis
@utedw plant, grow, cause, prepare
~physics
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gods.
EUTHYPHRO: I do not understand your meaning, Socrates.

SOCRATES: I will endeavour to explain: we, speak of carrying and we speak
of being carried, of leading and being led, seeing and being seen. You know
that in all such cases there is a difference, and you know also in what the
difference lies?

EUTHYPHRO: I think that I understand.
SOCRATES: And is not that which is beloved distinct from that which loves?
EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: Well; and now tell me, is that which is carried in this state of
carrying because it is carried, or for some other reason?

EUTHYPHRO: No; that is the reason.
SOCRATES: And the same is true of what is led and of what is seen?
EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: And a thing is not seen because it is visible, but conversely, visible
because it is seen; nor is a thing led because it is in the state of being led,
or carried because it is in the state of being carried, but the converse of this.
And now I think, Euthyphro, that my meaning will be intelligible; and my
meaning is, that any state of action or passion implies previous action or
passion. It does not become because it is becoming, but it is in a state of
becoming because it becomes; neither does it suffer because it is in a state of
suffering, but it is in a state of suffering because it suffers. Do you not agree?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: Is not that which is loved in some state either of becoming or
suffering?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And the same holds as in the previous instances; the state of
being loved follows the act of being loved, and not the act the state.

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And what do you say of piety, Euthyphro: is not piety, according
to your definition, loved by all the gods?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.
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SOCRATES: Because it is pious or holy, or for some other reason?
EUTHYPHRO: No, that is the reason.

SOCRATES: It is loved because it is holy, not holy because it is loved?
EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And that which is dear to the gods is loved by them, and is in a
state to be loved of them because it is loved of them?

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: Then that which is dear to the gods, Euthyphro, is not holy, nor
is that which is holy loved of God, as you affirm; but they are two different
things.

EUTHYPHRO: How do you mean, Socrates?

SOCRATES: I mean to say that the holy has been acknowledged by us to be
loved of God because it is holy, not to be holy because it is loved.

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: But that which is dear to the gods is dear to them because it is
loved by them, not loved by them because it is dear to them.

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: But, friend Euthyphro, if that which is holy is the same with that
which is dear to God, and is loved because it is holy, then that which is dear
to God would have been loved as being dear to God; but if that which is dear
to God is dear to him because loved by him, then that which is holy would
have been holy because loved by him. But now you see that the reverse is the
case, and that they are quite different from one another. For one (theophiles)
is of a kind to be loved cause it is loved, and the other (osion) is loved because
it is of a kind to be loved. Thus you appear to me, Euthyphro, when I ask
you what is the essence of holiness, to offer an attribute only, and not the
essence —the attribute of being loved by all the gods. But you still refuse to
explain to me the nature of holiness. And therefore, if you please, I will ask
you not to hide your treasure, but to tell me once more what holiness or piety
really is, whether dear to the gods or not (for that is a matter about which
we will not quarrel); and what is impiety?

EUTHYPHRO: I really do not know, Socrates, how to express what I mean.
For somehow or other our arguments, on whatever ground we rest them,
seem to turn round and walk away from us.
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SOCRATES: Your words, Euthyphro, are like the handiwork of my ancestor
Daedalus; and if I were the sayer or propounder of them, you might say that
my arguments walk away and will not remain fixed where they are placed
because I am a descendant of his. But now, since these notions are your own,
you must find some other gibe, for they certainly, as you yourself allow, show
an inclination to be on the move.

EUTHYPHRO: Nay, Socrates, I shall still say that you are the Daedalus who
sets arguments in motion; not I, certainly, but you make them move or go
round, for they would never have stirred, as far as I am concerned.

SOCRATES: Then I must be a greater than Daedalus: for whereas he only
made his own inventions to move, I move those of other people as well. And
the beauty of it is, that I would rather not. For I would give the wisdom
of Daedalus, and the wealth of Tantalus, to be able to detain them and keep
them fixed. But enough of this. As I perceive that you are lazy, I will myself
endeavour to show you how you might instruct me in the nature of piety;
and I hope that you will not grudge your labour. Tell me, then —Is not that
which is pious necessarily just?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And is, then, all which is just pious? or, is that which is pious
all just, but that which is just, only in part and not all, pious?

EUTHYPHRO: I do not understand you, Socrates.

SOCRATES: And yet I know that you are as much wiser than I am, as you
are younger. But, as I was saying, revered friend, the abundance of your
wisdom makes you lazy. Please to exert yourself, for there is no real difficulty
in understanding me. What I mean I may explain by an illustration of what
I do not mean. The poet (Stasinus) sings— ‘Of Zeus, the author and creator
of all these things, You will not tell: for where there is fear there is also
reverence.’

Now I disagree with this poet. Shall I tell you in what respect?
EUTHYPHRO: By all means.

SOCRATES: I should not say that where there is fear there is also reverence;
for I am sure that many persons fear poverty and disease, and the like evils,
but I do not perceive that they reverence the objects of their fear.

EUTHYPHRO: Very true.

SOCRATES: But where reverence is, there is fear; for he who has a feeling of
reverence and shame about the commission of any action, fears and is afraid
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of an ill reputation.
EUTHYPHRO: No doubt.

SOCRATES: Then we are wrong in saying that where there is fear there is also
reverence; and we should say, where there is reverence there is also fear. But
there is not always reverence where there is fear; for fear is a more extended
notion, and reverence is a part of fear, just as the odd is a part of number,
and number is a more extended notion than the odd. I suppose that you
follow me now?

EUTHYPHRO: Quite well.

SOCRATES: That was the sort of question which I meant to raise
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vocabulary

aitéw ask for ~etiology

aitnotg -ewg (f) request, demand
axolov0éw follow

GxpLPig () exact

avotpénte defeat, thwart ~trophy
avépopon ask a question, ask about,
go searching through

amAoog single; simple ~haploid
amotpénw divert from ~trophy
aptOpéw to count ~arithmetic
GptOpé¢ number

&pTiog suitable

Gocfeto impeity

&oefig profane

BAG&Bn harm

BAdmTo break, make fail

Booxbg low, short

YewpY6g farming

deomdrng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
ofjAog visible, conspicuous
owamphoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

ddotg -cwg (f) gift, loan ~donate
0wpéw give ~donate

évdevg inadequate

gEsvplioxw find; discover ~eureka
gnetdbv when, after

éniotopot know how, understand
~station

gmiotu skill, knowledge
éoyaoio work, business; guild
¢pwThw ask about something
eboefig pious

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

Ocpameln -ag service, tending
Ocpamedm help, serve ~therapy
0vov kind of tree

00w (D) rush; sacrifice ~00w
totpdg (&) physician

trrxog of horses ~hippo
xe@dAatog main point; chief
%x0wv6g communal, ordinary

UN%ETL NO more

proéprov piece, member; part of
speech

vai yea

vauryée build ships

vixn (1) victory ~Nike

0ix0d6p.o¢ builder, architect

Ouewe anyway, nevertheless
ovopalem to address, name ~name
67y wherever, however

60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

ooL6tng -tog () piety

00%oDY not so?; and so

ob7T® no longer

TovToyod everywhere; completely
molog what kind

npdéBupog (0) willing, eager ~fume
cuYXWPEEW accede, concede
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

toivuy well, then

ToL66d¢e such

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
vyteta health

umayw lead under the yoke, lead
away from ~demagogue

Oeétng -ov (m, 1) servant, officer
xopilopo gratify ~charisma
®ooVTLS in the same way
oO@életa -{ag profit

®eAéw help, be useful
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when I asked whether the just is always the pious, or the pious always the
just; and whether there may not be justice where there is not piety; for justice
is the more extended notion of which piety is only a part. Do you dissent?

EUTHYPHRO: No, I think that you are quite right.

SOCRATES: Then, if piety is a part of justice, I suppose that we should enquire
what part? If you had pursued the enquiry in the previous cases; for instance,
if you had asked me what is an even number, and what part of number the
even is, I should have had no difficulty in replying, a number which represents
a figure having two equal sides. Do you not agree?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, I quite agree.

SOCRATES: In like manner, I want you to tell me what part of justice is piety
or holiness, that I may be able to tell Meletus not to do me injustice, or indict
me for impiety, as I am now adequately instructed by you in the nature of
piety or holiness, and their opposites.

EUTHYPHRO: Piety or holiness, Socrates, appears to me to be that part of
justice which attends to the gods, as there is the other part of justice which
attends to men.

SOCRATES: That is good, Euthyphro; yet still there is a little point about
which I should like to have further information, What is the meaning of
‘attention’? For attention can hardly be used in the same sense when applied
to the gods as when applied to other things. For instance, horses are said to
require attention, and not every person is able to attend to them, but only a
person skilled in horsemanship. Is it not so?

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: I should suppose that the art of horsemanship is the art of
attending to horses?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: Nor is every one qualified to attend to dogs, but only the
huntsman?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: And I should also conceive that the art of the huntsman is the
art of attending to dogs?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: As the art of the oxherd is the art of attending to oxen?
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EUTHYPHRO: Very true.

SOCRATES: In like manner holiness or piety is the art of attending to the
gods? —that would be your meaning, Euthyphro?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And is not attention always designed for the good or benefit of
that to which the attention is given? As in the case of horses, you may observe
that when attended to by the horseman’s art they are benefited and improved,
are they not?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: As the dogs are benefited by the huntsman’s art, and the oxen
by the art of the oxherd, and all other things are tended or attended for their
good and not for their hurt?

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly, not for their hurt.
SOCRATES: But for their good?
EUTHYPHRO: Of course.

SOCRATES: And does piety or holiness, which has been defined to be the art
of attending to the gods, benefit or improve them? Would you say that when
you do a holy act you make any of the gods better?

EUTHYPHRO: No, no; that was certainly not what I meant.

SOCRATES: And I, Euthyphro, never supposed that you did. I asked you
the question about the nature of the attention, because I thought that you did
not.

EUTHYPHRO: You do me justice, Socrates; that is not the sort of attention
which I mean.

SOCRATES: Good: but I must still ask what is this attention to the gods which
is called piety?

EUTHYPHRO: It is such, Socrates, as servants show to their masters.
SOCRATES: I understand —a sort of ministration to the gods.
EUTHYPHRO: Exactly.

SOCRATES: Medicine is also a sort of ministration or service, having in view
the attainment of some object—would you not say of health?

EUTHYPHRO: I should.
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SOCRATES: Again, there is an art which ministers to the ship-builder with a
view to the attainment of some result?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates, with a view to the building of a ship.

SOCRATES: As there is an art which ministers to the house-builder with a
view to the building of a house?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And now tell me, my good friend, about the art which ministers
to the gods: what work does that help to accomplish? For you must surely
know if, as you say, you are of all men living the one who is best instructed
in religion.

EUTHYPHRO: And I speak the truth, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Tell me then, oh tell me —what is that fair work which the gods
do by the help of our ministrations?

EUTHYPHRO: Many and fair, Socrates, are the works which they do.

SOCRATES: Why, my friend, and so are those of a general. But the chief
of them is easily told. Would you not say that victory in war is the chief of
them?

EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: Many and fair, too, are the works of the husbandman, if I am
not mistaken; but his chief work is the production of food from the earth?

EUTHYPHRO: Exactly.

SOCRATES: And of the many and fair things done by the gods, which is the
chief or principal one?

EUTHYPHRO: I have told you already, Socrates, that to learn all these things
accurately will be very tiresome. Let me simply say that piety or holiness is
learning how to please the gods in word and deed, by prayers and sacrifices.
Such piety is the salvation of families and states, just as the impious, which
is unpleasing to the gods, is their ruin and destruction.

SOCRATES: I think that you could have answered in much fewer words the
chief question which I asked, Euthyphro, if you had chosen. But I see plainly
that you are not disposed to instruct me—clearly not: else why, when we
reached the point, did you turn aside? Had you only answered me I should
have truly learned of you by this time the nature of piety. Now, as the asker
of a question is necessarily dependent on the answerer, whither he leads I
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must follow; and can only ask again, what is the pious, and what is piety?
Do you mean that they are a sort of science of praying and sacrificing?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, I do.

SOCRATES: And sacrificing is giving to the gods, and prayer is asking of the
gods?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Upon this view, then, piety is a science of asking and giving?
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vocabulary

dyvota ignorance

aioxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

aitéw ask for ~etiology
atttdopat blame ~etiology
Gueivewy comparative of ayaddg,
noble

é&vootog unholy

avTidwpeéopat give in return,
instead of

GmoAAGoow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoxpVTTw hide away ~cryptic
ot at the same time

Gt (1) insult, dishonor
G&tipéw (1) dishonor

Badile walk, proceed

BéAtioTog best, noblest

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yoopeig -og (m) painter

Yooup1 painting; writing

dfAog visible, conspicuous
d7Mmote at some time

eimep if indeed

EXWY willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

éumoplor commerce

Eumoptxdg mercantile
gvdeixvopt (D) address, consider
€vwoiw consider

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
700G sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
0zo@tA1g beloved by the gods;
loving God

01 Ont6g (m) temporary worker?
xotof3aAAw® throw down, cast off

~nballistic

%xUxAog circle, wheel ~cycle
opoloyéw agree with/to

évopalem to address, name ~name
6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

60060 stand up

ootétng -tog () piety

00%0oDY not so?; and so

Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

TepLépyopo go around; come next
to

TAcovexTéw be greedy, take
advantage

7ot whither? how long?

mtéte when?

mpeoPuTYg -ov (D, m, 1) old person
TpooEyw direct to; think about
oa@1g clear, understandable
oxentéog thing to consider, one who
must consider

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

colo skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60@0g skilled, clever, wise

omebdw ‘push on,” get going, hurry
~repudiate

Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

TeVInog skillful

Toivuy well, then

@6vog killing ~offend

xopof on/near the ground
xopilopo gratify ~charisma
oO@életa -{ag profit

®EeAéw help, be useful

®EEéMpog helping, useful
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EUTHYPHRO: You understand me capitally, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Yes, my friend; the reason is that I am a votary of your science,
and give my mind to it, and therefore nothing which you say will be thrown
away upon me. Please then to tell me, what is the nature of this service to
the gods? Do you mean that we prefer requests and give gifts to them?

EUTHYPHRO: Yes, I do.
SOCRATES: Is not the right way of asking to ask of them what we want?
EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And the right way of giving is to give to them in return what
they want of us. There would be no meaning in an art which gives to any
one that which he does not want.

EUTHYPHRO: Very true, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Then piety, Euthyphro, is an art which gods and men have of
doing business with one another?

EUTHYPHRO: That is an expression which you may use, if you like.

SOCRATES: But I have no particular liking for anything but the truth. I
wish, however, that you would tell me what benefit accrues to the gods from
our gifts. There is no doubt about what they give to us; for there is no good
thing which they do not give; but how we can give any good thing to them
in return is far from being equally clear. If they give everything and we give
nothing, that must be an affair of business in which we have very greatly the
advantage of them.

EUTHYPHRO: And do you imagine, Socrates, that any benefit accrues to the
gods from our gifts?

SOCRATES: But if not, Euthyphro, what is the meaning of gifts which are
conferred by us upon the gods?

EUTHYPHRO: What else, but tributes of honour; and, as I was just now
saying, what pleases them?

SOCRATES: Piety, then, is pleasing to the gods, but not beneficial or dear to
them?

EUTHYPHRO: I should say that nothing could be dearer.

SOCRATES: Then once more the assertion is repeated that piety is dear to the
gods?
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EUTHYPHRO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And when you say this, can you wonder at your words not
standing firm, but walking away? Will you accuse me of being the Daedalus
who makes them walk away, not perceiving that there is another and far
greater artist than Daedalus who makes them go round in a circle, and he
is yourself; for the argument, as you will perceive, comes round to the same
point. Were we not saying that the holy or pious was not the same with that
which is loved of the gods? Have you forgotten?

EUTHYPHRO: I quite remember.

SOCRATES: And are you not saying that what is loved of the gods is holy;
and is not this the same as what is dear to them —do you see?

EUTHYPHRO: True.

SOCRATES: Then either we were wrong in our former assertion; or, if we
were right then, we are wrong now.

EUTHYPHRO: One of the two must be true.

SOCRATES: Then we must begin again and ask, What is piety? That is an
enquiry which I shall never be weary of pursuing as far as in me lies; and I
entreat you not to scorn me, but to apply your mind to the utmost, and tell
me the truth. For, if any man knows, you are he; and therefore I must detain
you, like Proteus, until you tell. If you had not certainly known the nature of
piety and impiety, I am confident that you would never, on behalf of a serf,
have charged your aged father with murder. You would not have run such
a risk of doing wrong in the sight of the gods, and you would have had too
much respect for the opinions of men. I am sure, therefore, that you know
the nature of piety and impiety. Speak out then, my dear Euthyphro, and do
not hide your knowledge.

EUTHYPHRO: Another time, Socrates; for I am in a hurry, and must go now.

SOCRATES: Alas! my companion, and will you leave me in despair? I was
hoping that you would instruct me in the nature of piety and impiety; and
then I might have cleared myself of Meletus and his indictment. I would have
told him that I had been enlightened by Euthyphro, and had given up rash
innovations and speculations, in which I indulged only through ignorance,
and that now I am about to lead a better life.
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vocabulary

aioydve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

#AN0OL elsewhere, abroad

&AAotog of another kind ~alien
dAoyog without speech or reckoning
Gueivewy comparative of ayaddg,
noble

avofBiBage make to mount, promote
Avaytyvwoxwm recognize, read,
understand, persuade

avolnrtém investigate, discover
dvoaioyvvtog shameless; shameful
avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

évameifo (aor, plupf) seduce,
persuade; (mp, pf, aor ppl) trust,
obey, be confident in

&vépopon ask a question, ask about,
go searching through

&vOpomivog human

amodeixvopt (0) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

dmoleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amoApumave leave behind, fail
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
dmopog impassable, difficult

&pTt at the same time

&tpélow (1) insult, dishonor

Yobv at least then

d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
StafaAhw throw across; slander
~ballistic

StaBoAy slander

OtoAéyw go through, debate ~legion
owalw judge

oG TNELOY court

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
dtoc6g double

éBoopnxovroa 70

eixf] haphazardly; in vain

elocipt go in; come in range; come
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to mind ~ion

eioinut (mid) speed to ~jet

clwOa be accustomed, in the habit
ENéyyw shame; try, examine
gupelng harmonious

€v0ade here, hither

Eviot some

évtawbot there

gEatpéw pick, steal; dedicate;
destroy ~heresy

gEamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEeMéyyw convict, refute, test
émoiw (o) listen to, perceive
gnetddy when, after

gmdnpén inhabit; visit
gmthav0dvew mp: forget ~Lethe
éniotapot know how, understand
~station

émtotatng -ov (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

gmiotpy skill, knowledge
émoTiuoy skillful, clever ~station
EmLTUYYOV® meet, attain
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
épiotnut set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

N\xio time of life, contemporaries
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
trmxog of horses ~hippo

xoimep even if

xottot and yet; and in fact; although
xaTNYopEw accuse; indicate
xoTnyopio accusation

XOTYOPOG accuser

#vduvebe encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
xpeioowy more powerful; better
utfiotg -og (f) chattels

®xOUolo comedy

poxopile congratulate ~macarism
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rapTLG Witness

UELPGXLOY youngster

pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
pretéwpog up in the air ~meteor
pto0dw rent out; (pass) be hired
WY& mina

woox0g calf (animal)

opoloYéw agree with/to

67t wherever, however

o0pavLog heavenly

moded raise; train

moilw play ~pediatrician

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGAY wrestling ~Pallas

méAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
mopinut dangle; pass over, allow
~jet

mepLepyalopot belabor, work too
hard on

TePLooog prodigious, superfluous
TEPLPEPL carry around

Thavog persuasive

TAGoow form ~plaster

modardg from what country, of
what sort?

760ev from where?

motog what kind

76o0g how many, much, far?
Tpoypoatedopot work at

TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

7ol -xdg (f) gift, dowry
TPOG30O%AL expect

Tpocdoxéw be thought besides
Tpoocépyopot come forward,
surrender, come in

Tpooéyw direct to; think about
TPOoGNxw belong to, it beseems
mpbootda (+)dpLy) be grateful

besides

ndAog (f) foal ~foal

TOTOTE Never

ofira -tog (n, 3) a thing said
oMtwp public speaker

oxénropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxtopoxée shadow-box

oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

copta skill; wisdom ~sophistry
cogiotig -0ob (m, 1) expert
60¢0g skilled, clever, wise
ouYylyvwoxwe acknowledge; pardon
oopmog (a) all together

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ouvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

cuvovoia society, sex

Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

Tpamelo a table ~trapezoid
tpamededs -og (m) dog at a table
~trapezoid

vroAauPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@11 speech, rumor ~fame
@06vog malice, envy

@Avapéw talk foolishly

@Avopia nonsense

xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

Pevdi|g lying, false ~pseudo-
Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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How you, O Athenians, have been affected by my accusers, I cannot tell; but
I know that they almost made me forget who I was— so persuasively did
they speak; and yet they have hardly uttered a word of truth. But of the
many falsehoods told by them, there was one which quite amazed me;— I
mean when they said that you should be upon your guard and not allow
yourselves to be deceived by the force of my eloquence. To say this, when
they were certain to be detected as soon as I opened my lips and proved
myself to be anything but a great speaker, did indeed appear to me most
shameless— unless by the force of eloquence they mean the force of truth;
for if such is their meaning, I admit that I am eloquent. But in how different
a way from theirs! Well, as I was saying, they have scarcely spoken the truth
at all; but from me you shall hear the whole truth: not, however, delivered
after their manner in a set oration duly ornamented with words and phrases.
No, by heaven! but I shall use the words and arguments which occur to me
at the moment; for I am confident in the justice of my cause (Or, I am certain
that I am right in taking this course.): at my time of life I ought not to be
appearing before you, O men of Athens, in the character of a juvenile orator—
let no one expect it of me. And I must beg of you to grant me a favour:—
If I defend myself in my accustomed manner, and you hear me using the
words which I have been in the habit of using in the agora, at the tables of
the money-changers, or anywhere else, I would ask you not to be surprised,
and not to interrupt me on this account. For I am more than seventy years
of age, and appearing now for the first time in a court of law, I am quite a
stranger to the language of the place; and therefore I would have you regard
me as if I were really a stranger, whom you would excuse if he spoke in his
native tongue, and after the fashion of his country:— Am I making an unfair
request of you? Never mind the manner, which may or may not be good; but
think only of the truth of my words, and give heed to that: let the speaker
speak truly and the judge decide justly.

And first, I have to reply to the older charges and to my first accusers, and
then I will go on to the later ones. For of old I have had many accusers, who
have accused me falsely to you during many years; and I am more afraid
of them than of Anytus and his associates, who are dangerous, too, in their
own way. But far more dangerous are the others, who began when you were
children, and took possession of your minds with their falsehoods, telling
of one Socrates, a wise man, who speculated about the heaven above, and
searched into the earth beneath, and made the worse appear the better cause.
The disseminators of this tale are the accusers whom I dread; for their hearers
are apt to fancy that such enquirers do not believe in the existence of the gods.
And they are many, and their charges against me are of ancient date, and they
were made by them in the days when you were more impressible than you
are now— in childhood, or it may have been in youth— and the cause when
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heard went by default, for there was none to answer. And hardest of all, I
do not know and cannot tell the names of my accusers; unless in the chance
case of a Comic poet. All who from envy and malice have persuaded you—
some of them having first convinced themselves— all this class of men are
most difficult to deal with; for I cannot have them up here, and cross-examine
them, and therefore I must simply fight with shadows in my own defence,
and argue when there is no one who answers. I will ask you then to assume
with me, as I was saying, that my opponents are of two kinds; one recent, the
other ancient: and I hope that you will see the propriety of my answering the
latter first, for these accusations you heard long before the others, and much
oftener.

Well, then, I must make my defence, and endeavour to clear away in a short
time, a slander which has lasted a long time. May I succeed, if to succeed be
for my good and yours, or likely to avail me in my cause! The task is not an
easy one; I quite understand the nature of it. And so leaving the event with
God, in obedience to the law I will now make my defence.

I will begin at the beginning, and ask what is the accusation which has given
rise to the slander of me, and in fact has encouraged Meletus to proof this
charge against me. Well, what do the slanderers say? They shall be my
prosecutors, and I will sum up their words in an affidavit: «Socrates is an
evil-doer, and a curious person, who searches into things under the earth and
in heaven, and he makes the worse appear the better cause; and he teaches
the aforesaid doctrines to others.” Such is the nature of the accusation: it
is just what you have yourselves seen in the comedy of Aristophanes, who
has introduced a man whom he calls Socrates, going about and saying that
he walks in air, and talking a deal of nonsense concerning matters of which
I do not pretend to know either much or little— not that I mean to speak
disparagingly of any one who is a student of natural philosophy. I should
be very sorry if Meletus could bring so grave a charge against me. But
the simple truth is, O Athenians, that I have nothing to do with physical
speculations. Very many of those here present are witnesses to the truth of
this, and to them I appeal. Speak then, you who have heard me, and tell
your neighbours whether any of you have ever known me hold forth in few
words or in many upon such matters... You hear their answer. And from
what they say of this part of the charge you will be able to judge of the truth
of the rest.

As little foundation is there for the report that I am a teacher, and take money;
this accusation has no more truth in it than the other. Although, if a man
were really able to instruct mankind, to receive money for giving instruction
would, in my opinion, be an honour to him. There is Gorgias of Leontium,
and Prodicus of Ceos, and Hippias of Elis, who go the round of the cities,
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and are able to persuade the young men to leave their own citizens by whom
they might be taught for nothing, and come to them whom they not only pay,
but are thankful if they may be allowed to pay them. There is at this time
a Parian philosopher residing in Athens, of whom I have heard; and I came
to hear of him in this way:— I came across a man who has spent a world
of money on the Sophists, Callias, the son of Hipponicus, and knowing that
he had sons, I asked him: «Callias,” I said, «if your two sons were foals or
calves, there would be no difficulty in finding some one to put over them; we
should hire a trainer of horses, or a farmer probably, who would improve
and perfect them in their own proper virtue and excellence; but as they are
human beings, whom are you thinking of placing over them? Is there any one
who understands human and political virtue? You must have thought about
the matter, for you have sons; is there any one?” «There is,” he said. «Who
is he?” said I; «and of what country? and what does he charge?” «Evenus
the Parian,” he replied; «he is the man, and his charge is five minae.” Happy
is Evenus, I said to myself, if he really has this wisdom, and teaches at such
a moderate charge. Had I the same, I should have been very proud and
conceited; but the truth is that I have no knowledge of the kind.

I dare say, Athenians, that some one among you will reply, «Yes, Socrates,
but what is the origin of these accusations which are brought against you;
there must have been something strange which you have been doing? All
these rumours and this talk about you would never have arisen if you had
been like other men: tell us, then, what is the cause of them, for we should
be sorry to judge hastily of you.” Now I regard this as a fair challenge, and I
will endeavour to explain to you the reason why I am called wise and have
such an evil fame. Please to attend then. And although some of you may
think that I am joking, I declare that I will tell you the entire truth. Men of
Athens, this reputation of mine has come of a certain sort of wisdom which
I possess. If you ask me what kind of wisdom, I reply, wisdom such as may
perhaps be attained by man, for to that extent I am inclined to believe that
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
aivicoopot hint, speak in riddles
aioydve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

Guobvg ignorant

apdotypoe -toc (n, 3) failure, fault
&vayxratog coerced, coercing, slavery
avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

avopépw bring up ~bear
AVEPWTAL question

av0pmvog human

ameyOavopar become hated
~external

anéylopon be hated, incur hatred
~external

amoxpVTw hide away ~cryptic
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amoloyta verbal defense

amopéw be confused, distressed
arogaivew display, declare
dovopot get, win

é&ot inhabitant

&otlg townsman

&oyolia business, being busy

ate as if; since

adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

a0TOQWEOg notoriously, manifestly
é&pBovia abundance

&x0Bopot be burdened with

Bopvg heavy ~baritone

Yobv at least then

dnuiovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
otaf3aAAw throw across; slander
~nballistic

StaBoAy slander

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtaoxoméw consider from all angles

3t0vpapfog (1) dithyramb

elmep if indeed

eito then, therefore, next
géxdoTote each time

ENEyyw shame; try, examine
gumipmAnue fill with

évdei)g inadequate

gvdeinvopt (D) address, consider
évBupéopon (D) take to heart
évtadOo there, here

évtedlev thence

gEatpéw pick, steal; dedicate;
destroy ~heresy

gEeléyyw convict, refute, test
gEepyalopot accomplish; undo
gEetalw inspect, interrogate,
estimate

gEéraotg scrutiny

gmoxorovBéw chase; accrue
émideixvopt (D) display, exhibit
gmeeni)g fitting ~icon

grniotapot know how, understand
~station

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
gpsuvaw hunt for

goopon ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

e0ooxtpéw be esteemed

éQekfjg in order, in a row
Cirenotg —cwg (f) search, inquiry
0épLg -tog (f) custom, law
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
xotddAog manifest, visible
xotohopBave seize, understand,
catch, overtake; (mp) happen
~epilepsy

xatépyopot come down, out from
XOTAY0POG accuser

xpeioowy more powerful; better
AoyiCopoun reckon, consider
Améw (D) annoy, distress
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Avottedéw (D) be useful

povteio oracular power

povtelov prophetic warning
~mantis

povrtedopat to divine ~mantis
LopTUPEw testify, bear witness
poptopopot (D) call to witness;
protest

néptug witness

pretéwpog up in the air ~meteor
ptapdg stained, polluted ~miasma
wpéopon (1) imitate, represent
wéyrg with difficulty, barely
poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

vaog () temple, shrine ~nostalgia
6pYilw anger, provoke, annoy
0003ETEPOG neither

ob¢ obatoc (n) ear

méaBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mdAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

ThAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
mopdderypa -toc (n, 3) model,
precedent

Tevion poverty ~osteopenia
TmepLyiyvopon surpass; survive;
attain ~genus

Tepietpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

Tmt0avog persuasive

TAdvy wandering

TOLHELG grassy ~pastor

moinpa -tog (n, 3) work, deed
Tmoinotg -ewg (f) creation

mouneilg -00 (m, 1) maker, author
mowtég made, well-made ~poet
Tovéw work; be busy ~osteopenia

mtéte when?

Tétepog which, whichever of two
Tpoypotedopot work at
TPOGTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

oMtwp public speaker

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
oxomog (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

co@ia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
o60@0g skilled, clever, wise
oupeedyn flee with; take refuge
ovvordo know about someone;
think proper

6(0dp0g vehement

OYOMY] rest, leisure

TEXUNELov sign; proof

TelevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

Téyvy craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

Tooywdio tragedy, serious poem
@oabdlog trifling

@LAoc0@Ew philosophize, study
@EOvLIog sensible, prudent

@uyn flight, means of escape
~fugitive

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@Vw produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XeLtpotéyvng -ov (m, 1) artisan
XeMowog oracular response
Pevdw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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I am wise; whereas the persons of whom I was speaking have a superhuman
wisdom which I may fail to describe, because I have it not myself; and he
who says that I have, speaks falsely, and is taking away my character. And
here, O men of Athens, I must beg you not to interrupt me, even if I seem to
say something extravagant. For the word which I will speak is not mine. I
will refer you to a witness who is worthy of credit; that witness shall be the
God of Delphi— he will tell you about my wisdom, if I have any, and of what
sort it is. You must have known Chaerephon; he was early a friend of mine,
and also a friend of yours, for he shared in the recent exile of the people,
and returned with you. Well, Chaerephon, as you know, was very impetuous
in all his doings, and he went to Delphi and boldly asked the oracle to tell
him whether— as I was saying, I must beg you not to interrupt— he asked
the oracle to tell him whether anyone was wiser than I was, and the Pythian
prophetess answered, that there was no man wiser. Chaerephon is dead
himself; but his brother, who is in court, will confirm the truth of what I am
saying.

Why do I mention this? Because I am going to explain to you why I have
such an evil name. When I heard the answer, I said to myself, What can the
god mean? and what is the interpretation of his riddle? for I know that I
have no wisdom, small or great. What then can he mean when he says that
I am the wisest of men? And yet he is a god, and cannot lie; that would be
against his nature. After long consideration, I thought of a method of trying
the question. I reflected that if I could only find a man wiser than myself,
then I might go to the god with a refutation in my hand. I should say to
him, «Here is a man who is wiser than I am; but you said that I was the
wisest.” Accordingly I went to one who had the reputation of wisdom, and
observed him— his name I need not mention; he was a politician whom I
selected for examination— and the result was as follows: When I began to
talk with him, I could not help thinking that he was not really wise, although
he was thought wise by many, and still wiser by himself; and thereupon I
tried to explain to him that he thought himself wise, but was not really wise;
and the consequence was that he hated me, and his enmity was shared by
several who were present and heard me. So I left him, saying to myself, as I
went away: Well, although I do not suppose that either of us knows anything
really beautiful and good, I am better off than he is,— for he knows nothing,
and thinks that he knows; I neither know nor think that I know. In this latter
particular, then, I seem to have slightly the advantage of him. Then I went to
another who had still higher pretensions to wisdom, and my conclusion was
exactly the same. Whereupon I made another enemy of him, and of many
others besides him.

Then I went to one man after another, being not unconscious of the enmity
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which I provoked, and I lamented and feared this: but necessity was laid
upon me,— the word of God, I thought, ought to be considered first. And
I said to myself, Go I must to all who appear to know, and find out the
meaning of the oracle. And I swear to you, Athenians, by the dog I swear!—
for I must tell you the truth— the result of my mission was just this: I
found that the men most in repute were all but the most foolish; and that
others less esteemed were really wiser and better. I will tell you the tale of
my wanderings and of the «Herculean” labours, as I may call them, which I
endured only to find at last the oracle irrefutable. After the politicians, I went
to the poets; tragic, dithyrambic, and all sorts. And there, I said to myself, you
will be instantly detected; now you will find out that you are more ignorant
than they are. Accordingly, I took them some of the most elaborate passages
in their own writings, and asked what was the meaning of them— thinking
that they would teach me something. Will you believe me? I am almost
ashamed to confess the truth, but I must say that there is hardly a person
present who would not have talked better about their poetry than they did
themselves. Then I knew that not by wisdom do poets write poetry, but by a
sort of genius and inspiration; they are like diviners or soothsayers who also
say many fine things, but do not understand the meaning of them. The poets
appeared to me to be much in the same case; and I further observed that
upon the strength of their poetry they believed themselves to be the wisest of
men in other things in which they were not wise. So I departed, conceiving
myself to be superior to them for the same reason that I was superior to the
politicians.

At last I went to the artisans. I was conscious that I knew nothing at all, as
I may say, and I was sure that they knew many fine things; and here I was
not mistaken, for they did know many things of which I was ignorant, and
in this they certainly were wiser than I was. But I observed that even the
good artisans fell into the same error as the poets;— because they were good
workmen they thought that they also knew all sorts of high matters, and this
defect in them overshadowed their wisdom; and therefore I asked myself on
behalf of the oracle, whether I would like to be as I was, neither having their
knowledge nor their ignorance, or like them in both; and I made answer to
myself and to the oracle that I was better off as I was.

This inquisition has led to my having many enemies of the worst and most
dangerous kind, and has given occasion also to many calumnies. And I am
called wise, for my hearers always imagine that I myself possess the wisdom
which I find wanting in others: but the truth is, O men of Athens, that God
only is wise; and by his answer he intends to show that the wisdom of men
is worth little or nothing; he is not speaking of Socrates, he is only using
my name by way of illustration, as if he said, He, O men, is the wisest, who,
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like Socrates, knows that his wisdom is in truth worth nothing. And so I go
about the world, obedient to the god, and search and make enquiry into the
wisdom of any one, whether citizen or stranger, who appears to be wise; and
if he is not wise, then in vindication of the oracle I show him that he is not
wise; and my occupation quite absorbs me, and I have no time to give either
to any public matter of interest or to any concern of my own, but I am in
utter poverty by reason of my devotion to the god.

There is another thing:— young men of the richer classes, who have not much
to do, come about me of their own accord; they like to hear the pretenders
examined, and they often imitate me, and proceed to examine others; there
are plenty of persons, as they quickly discover, who think that they know
something, but really know little or nothing; and then those who are examined
by them instead of being angry with themselves are angry with me: This
confounded Socrates, they say; this villainous misleader of youth!— and then
if somebody asks them, Why, what evil does he practise or teach? they do not
know, and cannot tell; but in order that they may not appear to be at a loss,
they repeat the ready-made charges which are used against all philosophers
about teaching things up in the clouds and under the earth, and having no
gods, and making the worse appear the better cause; for they do not like to
confess that their pretence of knowledge has been detected— which is the
truth; and as they are numerous and ambitious and energetic, and are drawn
up in battle array and have persuasive tongues, they have filled your ears
with their loud and inveterate calumnies. And this is the reason why my
three accusers, Meletus and Anytus and Lycon, have set upon me; Meletus,
who has a quarrel with me on behalf of the poets; Anytus, on behalf of the
craftsmen and politicians; Lycon, on behalf of the rhetoricians: and as I said
at the beginning, I cannot expect to get rid of such a mass of calumny all in
a moment. And this, O men of Athens, is the truth and the whole truth; I
have concealed nothing, I have dissembled nothing. And yet, I know that
my plainness of speech makes them hate me, and what is their hatred but a
proof that I am speaking the truth?— Hence has arisen the prejudice against
me; and this is the reason of it, as you will find out either in this or in any
future enquiry.

I have said enough in my defence against the first class of my accusers; I
turn to the second class. They are headed by Meletus, that good man and
true lover of his country, as he calls himself. Against these, too, I must try to
make a defence:— Let their affidavit be read: it contains something
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

&éxwy unwilling

&0eog godless; by the gods
aioypog shameful

axolacio debauchery
axolaoctog wild, licentious
axpoatig -0d (aa, m, 1) listener
dxwv javelin; unwilling ~acme
apdotypoe -toc (n, 3) failure, fault
Guelvewy comparative of ayafdg,
noble

auélera indifference, negligence
admetpog untested; infinite
dmreipwy boundless

dmiotog not trusting, not
trustworthy ~stand

amogaivew display, declare
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

apOovio abundance

BéAtioTog best, noblest

BtBAtov paper, book

BAd&mtew break, make fail
BovAevTtyig -0 (m, 1) councillor
~volunteer

Yépow be full of

yobdppa -tog (n, 3) writing, letter
yooppatedg -og (m) clerk,
schoolmaster

datpévLog voc: you crazy guy
0ebpo here, come here!

JfjAog visible, conspicuous
dMmov perhaps; is it not so?
ot emphatic 1

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
dpoyun drachma

€YYVg near

éyxoléw demand payment; accuse
EyxAnua -tog (n, 3) accusation

elodyw lead in ~demagogue
éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

évioTe sometimes

gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
¢Eetalw inspect, interrogate,
estimate

éEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka
émideixvopt (D) display, exhibit
gowTaw ask about something
eddatpovia prosperity

g®ov being, animal; picture
Oawvpaorog wonderful

trmxog of horses ~hippo

{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xovog new, fresh, strange

xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
xotoyehdew laugh at, deride
XOTOYLYV®OOxe judge negatively
®oTa@EOVE® scorn; think of
XOTNYOPEW accuse; indicate

xNdw distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

#wdvvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

AiBog (f) stone ~monolith

wéAm concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

unvdw disclose, betray, accuse
vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vedrng -tog (f, 3) youth ~neon

V1] yea

vovOstéw remind, warn

oixéw inhabit ~economics

6uwg anyway, nevertheless
motdedw raise; train

TovTdmaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TavTewg by all means

Topamay completely

TAnoiog near, neighboring
métepog which, whichever of two
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wplopot buy

TPOGTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

TOTOTE Never

oavtod yourself

coQg clear, understandable
G6EAYY moon

otybw (1) be silent

60Q0g skilled, clever, wise
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

omoudi| zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

ovuyylyvopor associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

oVvelpt be with; have sex ~ion

ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

6@O63pa very much

TEXUNELOV sign; proof

TNAixog of such an age

toivuy well, then

UBotg -cwg (f) pride, insolence,
outrage

OBoLoTig -0 (m, 1) wanton, savage
@povtilw consider, ponder

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
P03 be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

®véopot buy

®EeAéw help, be useful
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of this kind: It says that Socrates is a doer of evil, who corrupts the youth;
and who does not believe in the gods of the state, but has other new divinities
of his own. Such is the charge; and now let us examine the particular counts.
He says that I am a doer of evil, and corrupt the youth; but I say, O men
of Athens, that Meletus is a doer of evil, in that he pretends to be in earnest
when he is only in jest, and is so eager to bring men to trial from a pretended
zeal and interest about matters in which he really never had the smallest
interest. And the truth of this I will endeavour to prove to you.

Come hither, Meletus, and let me ask a question of you. You think a great
deal about the improvement of youth?

Yes, I do.

Tell the judges, then, who is their improver; for you must know, as you
have taken the pains to discover their corrupter, and are citing and accusing
me before them. Speak, then, and tell the judges who their improver is.—
Observe, Meletus, that you are silent, and have nothing to say. But is not this
rather disgraceful, and a very considerable proof of what I was saying, that
you have no interest in the matter? Speak up, friend, and tell us who their
improver is.

The laws.

But that, my good sir, is not my meaning. I want to know who the person
is, who, in the first place, knows the laws.

The judges, Socrates, who are present in court.

What, do you mean to say, Meletus, that they are able to instruct and improve
youth?

Certainly they are.
What, all of them, or some only and not others?
All of them.

By the goddess Here, that is good news! There are plenty of improvers, then.
And what do you say of the audience,— do they improve them?

Yes, they do.
And the senators?

Yes, the senators improve them.
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But perhaps the members of the assembly corrupt them?— or do they too
improve them?

They improve them.

Then every Athenian improves and elevates them; all with the exception of
myself; and I alone am their corrupter? Is that what you affirm?

That is what I stoutly affirm.

I am very unfortunate if you are right. But suppose I ask you a question:
How about horses? Does one man do them harm and all the world good? Is
not the exact opposite the truth? One man is able to do them good, or at least
not many;— the trainer of horses, that is to say, does them good, and others
who have to do with them rather injure them? Is not that true, Meletus,
of horses, or of any other animals? Most assuredly it is; whether you and
Anytus say yes or no. Happy indeed would be the condition of youth if they
had one corrupter only, and all the rest of the world were their improvers.
But you, Meletus, have sufficiently shown that you never had a thought about
the young: your carelessness is seen in your not caring about the very things
which you bring against me.

And now, Meletus, I will ask you another question— by Zeus I will: Which
is better, to live among bad citizens, or among good ones? Answer, friend, I
say; the question is one which may be easily answered. Do not the good do
their neighbours good, and the bad do them evil?

Certainly.

And is there anyone who would rather be injured than benefited by those who
live with him? Answer, my good friend, the law requires you to answer—
does any one like to be injured?

Certainly not.

And when you accuse me of corrupting and deteriorating the youth, do you
allege that I corrupt them intentionally or unintentionally?

Intentionally, I say.

But you have just admitted that the good do their neighbours good, and the
evil do them evil. Now, is that a truth which your superior wisdom has
recognized thus early in life, and am I, at my age, in such darkness and
ignorance as not to know that if a man with whom I have to live is corrupted
by me, I am very likely to be harmed by him; and yet I corrupt him, and
intentionally, too— so you say, although neither I nor any other human being
is ever likely to be convinced by you. But either I do not corrupt them, or I
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corrupt them unintentionally; and on either view of the case you lie. If my
offence is unintentional, the law has no cognizance of unintentional offences:
you ought to have taken me privately, and warned and admonished me; for
if I had been better advised, I should have left off doing what I only did
unintentionally— no doubt I should; but you would have nothing to say to
me and refused to teach me. And now you bring me up in this court, which
is a place not of instruction, but of punishment.

It will be very clear to you, Athenians, as I was saying, that Meletus has no
care at all, great or small, about the matter. But still I should like to know,
Meletus, in what I am affirmed to corrupt the young. I suppose you mean,
as I infer from your indictment, that I teach them not to acknowledge the
gods which the state acknowledges, but some other new divinities or spiritual
agencies in their stead. These are the lessons by which I corrupt the youth,
as you say.

Yes, that I say emphatically.

Then, by the gods, Meletus, of whom we are speaking, tell me and the court,
in somewhat plainer terms, what you mean! for I do not as yet understand
whether you affirm that I teach other men to acknowledge some gods, and
therefore that I do believe in gods, and am not an entire atheist— this you
do not lay to my charge,— but only you say that they are not the same gods
which the city recognizes— the charge is that they are different gods. Or, do
you mean that I am an atheist simply, and a teacher of atheism?

I mean the latter— that you are a complete atheist.

What an extraordinary statement! Why do you think so, Meletus? Do you
mean that I do not believe in the godhead of the sun or moon, like other
men?

I assure you, judges, that he does not: for he says that the sun is stone, and
the moon earth.

Friend Meletus, you think that you are accusing Anaxagoras: and you have
but a bad opinion of the judges, if you fancy them illiterate to such a degree
as not to know that these doctrines are found in the books of Anaxagoras the
Clazomenian, which are full of them. And so, forsooth, the youth are said to
be taught them by Socrates, when there are not unfrequently exhibitions of
them at the theatre (price of admission one drachma at the most); and they
might pay their money, and laugh at Socrates if he pretends to father these
extraordinary views. And so, Meletus, you really think that I do not believe
in any god?

I swear by Zeus that you believe absolutely in none at all.
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Nobody will believe you, Meletus, and I am pretty sure that you do not believe
yourself. I cannot help thinking, men of Athens, that Meletus is reckless
and impudent, and that he has written this indictment in a spirit of mere
wantonness and youthful bravado. Has he not compounded a riddle,



90

vocabulary

adixnpa -tog (n, 3) wrong, misdeed
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
aivtypo -tog (n, 3) dark saying
atvicoopot hint, speak in riddles
aioypog shameful

aioydvn (0) shame, dishonor
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aAioxopot be captured ~helix
auolofBnréw dispute
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avttAéyw contradict, oppose
amefé disobey
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a67TOg townsman

&tomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

oAt 0D (m, 1) flute player
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&xybog -cog (n, 3) burden
BéATioTOg best, noblest
dapdviog voc: you crazy guy
daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate,
doom ~demon

3ebpo here, come here!
onuoctog public, the state
d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
dtafoly slander
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~tribology

SLXaoTAELOY court

dtopvopt (D) swear solemnly
dtouvdw swear solemnly

€YY0g near
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éyxohéw demand payment; accuse
elmep if indeed

elodyw lead in ~demagogue

eite if, whenever; either/or
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gAdytotog smallest, shortest, fewest
ENéYyw shame; try, examine
gumvéw inspire; pass: recover
~apnea

évdeixvopt (0) address, consider
€v0ade here, hither

évtadba there, here

gEamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
gEetalw inspect, interrogate,
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gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
g¢mimidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
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gmitndevw practice, pursue
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searching through

gtolpog ready; fulfilled
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firniovog (f) mule ~hemisphere
fowg hero ~hero
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pnxovy machine; mechanism, way
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vo0og bastard
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6vog () donkey ~onager
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7oTEPOG Which, whichever of two
moTpog fate ~petal
npoBupéopar (D) be eager

oxomtdw watch, observe
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60@0g skilled, clever, wise
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~apostle

Tpwpén (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
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attacked

vroAapPave take under one’s
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~remain

@adhog trifling

@06vog malice, envy
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@6vog killing ~offend

@povtilw consider, ponder
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thinking to try me? He said to himself:— I shall see whether the wise Socrates
will discover my facetious contradiction, or whether I shall be able to deceive
him and the rest of them. For he certainly does appear to me to contradict
himself in the indictment as much as if he said that Socrates is guilty of not
believing in the gods, and yet of believing in them— but this is not like a
person who is in earnest.

I should like you, O men of Athens, to join me in examining what I conceive
to be his inconsistency; and do you, Meletus, answer. And I must remind the
audience of my request that they would not make a disturbance if I speak in
my accustomed manner:

Did ever man, Meletus, believe in the existence of human things, and not
of human beings?... I wish, men of Athens, that he would answer, and
not be always trying to get up an interruption. Did ever any man believe
in horsemanship, and not in horses? or in flute-playing, and not in flute-
players? No, my friend; I will answer to you and to the court, as you refuse
to answer for yourself. There is no man who ever did. But now please to
answer the next question: Can a man believe in spiritual and divine agencies,
and not in spirits or demigods?

He cannot.

How lucky I am to have extracted that answer, by the assistance of the court!
But then you swear in the indictment that I teach and believe in divine or
spiritual agencies (new or old, no matter for that); at any rate, I believe in
spiritual agencies,— so you say and swear in the affidavit; and yet if I believe
in divine beings, how can I help believing in spirits or demigods;— must I
not? To be sure I must; and therefore I may assume that your silence gives
consent. Now what are spirits or demigods? Are they not either gods or the
sons of gods?

Certainly they are.

But this is what I call the facetious riddle invented by you: the demigods
or spirits are gods, and you say first that I do not believe in gods, and then
again that I do believe in gods; that is, if I believe in demigods. For if the
demigods are the illegitimate sons of gods, whether by the nymphs or by any
other mothers, of whom they are said to be the sons— what human being will
ever believe that there are no gods if they are the sons of gods? You might as
well affirm the existence of mules, and deny that of horses and asses. Such
nonsense, Meletus, could only have been intended by you to make trial of me.
You have put this into the indictment because you had nothing real of which
to accuse me. But no one who has a particle of understanding will ever be
convinced by you that the same men can believe in divine and superhuman
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things, and yet not believe that there are gods and demigods and heroes.

I have said enough in answer to the charge of Meletus: any elaborate defence
is unnecessary, but I know only too well how many are the enmities which I
have incurred, and this is what will be my destruction if I am destroyed;—
not Meletus, nor yet Anytus, but the envy and detraction of the world, which
has been the death of many good men, and will probably be the death of
many more; there is no danger of my being the last of them.

Some one will say: And are you not ashamed, Socrates, of a course of life
which is likely to bring you to an untimely end? To him I may fairly answer:
There you are mistaken: a man who is good for anything ought not to
calculate the chance of living or dying; he ought only to consider whether
in doing anything he is doing right or wrong— acting the part of a good
man or of a bad. Whereas, upon your view, the heroes who fell at Troy were
not good for much, and the son of Thetis above all, who altogether despised
danger in comparison with disgrace; and when he was so eager to slay Hector,
his goddess mother said to him, that if he avenged his companion Patroclus,
and slew Hector, he would die himself—«Fate,” she said, in these or the like
words, «waits for you next after Hector;” he, receiving this warning, utterly
despised danger and death, and instead of fearing them, feared rather to live
in dishonour, and not to avenge his friend. «Let me die forthwith,” he replies,
«and be avenged of my enemy, rather than abide here by the beaked ships,
a laughing-stock and a burden of the earth.” Had Achilles any thought of
death and danger? For wherever a man’ s place is, whether the place which
he has chosen or that in which he has been placed by a commander, there
he ought to remain in the hour of danger; he should not think of death or of
anything but of disgrace. And this, O men of Athens, is a true saying.

Strange, indeed, would be my conduct, O men of Athens, if I who, when I
was ordered by the generals whom you chose to command me at Potidaea
and Amphipolis and Delium, remained where they placed me, like any other
man, facing death— if now, when, as I conceive and imagine, God orders
me to fulfil the philosopher’ s mission of searching into myself and other
men, I were to desert my post through fear of death, or any other fear;
that would indeed be strange, and I might justly be arraigned in court for
denying the existence of the gods, if I disobeyed the oracle because I was
afraid of death, fancying that I was wise when I was not wise. For the fear
of death is indeed the pretence of wisdom, and not real wisdom, being a
pretence of knowing the unknown; and no one knows whether death, which
men in their fear apprehend to be the greatest evil, may not be the greatest
good. Is not this ignorance of a disgraceful sort, the ignorance which is the
conceit that a man knows what he does not know? And in this respect only
I believe myself to differ from men in general, and may perhaps claim to be
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wiser than they are:— that whereas I know but little of the world below, I
do not suppose that I know: but I do know that injustice and disobedience
to a better, whether God or man, is evil and dishonourable, and I will never
fear or avoid a possible good rather than a certain evil. And therefore if you
let me go now, and are not convinced by Anytus, who said that since I had
been prosecuted I must be put to death; (or if not that I ought never to have
been prosecuted at all); and that if I escape now, your sons will all be utterly
ruined by listening to my words— if you say to me, Socrates, this time we
will not mind Anytus, and you shall be let off, but upon one condition, that
you are not to enquire and speculate in this way any more, and that if you
are caught doing so again you shall die;— if this was the condition on which
you let me go, I should reply: Men of Athens, I honour and love you; but
I shall obey God rather than you, and while I have life and strength I shall
never cease from the practice and teaching of philosophy, exhorting any one
whom I meet and saying to him after my manner: You, my friend,— a citizen
of the great and mighty and wise city of Athens,— are you not ashamed of
heaping up the greatest amount of money and honour and reputation, and
caring so little about wisdom and truth and the greatest improvement of the
soul, which you never regard or heed at all? And if the person with whom I
am arguing, says: Yes, but I do care; then I do not leave him or let him go at
once; but I proceed to interrogate and examine and cross-examine him, and if
I think that he has no virtue in him, but only says that he has, I reproach him
with undervaluing the greater, and overvaluing the less. And I shall repeat
the same words to every one whom I meet, young and old, citizen and alien,
but especially to the citizens, inasmuch as they are my brethren. For know
that this is the command of God; and I believe that no greater good has ever
happened in the state than my service to the God. For I do nothing but go
about persuading you all, old and young alike, not to take thought for your
persons or your properties, but first and chiefly to care about the greatest
improvement of the soul. I tell you that virtue is not given by money, but
that from virtue comes money and every other good of man, public as well
as private. This is my teaching, and if this is the doctrine which corrupts the
youth, I am a mischievous person. But if any one says that this is not my
teaching, he is speaking an untruth. Wherefore, O men of Athens, I say to
you, do as Anytus bids
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vocabulary

dypotxog field-dwelling, rustic
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
é&nd1g unpleasant

&0p6og grouped

aittog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

Gapeiverv comparative of dyofdc,
noble

aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vaioyvvtog shameless; shameful
avomipmAnue fulfill, endure
~plethora

Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
&v0pdmivog human

é&vootog unholy

amayn lead away, back
~demagogue

amoAodw have use, have a benefit
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amotpénw divert from ~trophy
gttpnéw (1) punish, dishonor
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

&yOopot be burdened with

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BA&mtew break, make fail

YéAotog laughable; joking
Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
Yvvotog born legitimate ~genus
datpdviog voc: you crazy guy
deop.dg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

dnuodorog public, the state
dnuétng -ov (m, 1) commoner
onmov perhaps; is it not so?
Stafarw throw across; slander
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~nballistic

Starylyvopat go through; subsist
~genus

Stoxtvduvedw (D) take risks
StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
Statedéw accomplish; keep doing
~apostle

SratotPy) activity, waste of time
Statpifw (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

Otddoxadrog teacher

ddotg -ewg (f) gift, loan ~donate
elmep if indeed

eita then, therefore, next
éxTAoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

gupévo stay put, be faithful, fixed
gvavtidopot oppose, contradict
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
€v0évde hence

évtov0ot there

€v0TyLog seen in dreams
eEapapTdve miss; err, do wrong
éEehadvew drive out, exile ~elastic
gEetalw inspect, interrogate,
estimate

¢mbupéo (D) wish, covet
émpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmumépno send after, again, to,
besides

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
gtolpog ready; fulfilled
AAxrdTng -ov (m, 1) equal in age,
contemporary

Ocpitdg legal, righteous

062og () shed, outbuilding
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
xa0e0dw lie down

xotadéw tie up; fall short
xotoAO® unyoke; destroy ~loose
»otovoéw notice, realize, learn
xotadreilopat vote against
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XOTNYOPOG accuser

»10w distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

xpoVo hit, clap, knock

péaOnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

poavtetov prophetic warning
~mantis

néptug witness

péyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
1éAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

petomépne send; (mid) summon
~pomp

undopog no one

ute06g reward, wages

poed -rog (m) squinting; gadfly
voovpoylo naval warfare

voO1g lazy

oixéw inhabit ~economics
oMyapyia oligarchy

oveldilw upbraid, reproach

o0véw help, please, be available
ovivnut help, please, be available
6vopae blame ~name

méAot long ago ~paleo

TN wrestling ~Pallas

TéAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Tavtoyod everywhere; completely
Thvtwg by all means
Topaxeisvopot recommend,
encourage

Topdhtog seaside

Topbvopog lawless, unlawful
mépmrog fifth ~pentagon

Tévng -tog (m) poor

Tevio poverty ~osteopenia
Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

TOAAo oD in many places
TOAVTEAYLOVE® be too busy,
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meddle

7téte when?

Tpoxetpo be placed by; be devoted
to

mpooeLut approach, draw near; add
~ion

Tpooxw belong to, it beseems
mpooinut be allowed near
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

mpootifnut add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with ~thesis
TPOTPET® prompt, urge, compel;
(mp) go, flee to ~trophy

TOTOTE Never

oMtwp public speaker

60p0g skilled, clever, wise
ouywEEw accede, concede
ovpPovAcdw give advice; (mid)
consult ~volunteer

TeEXUNOLov sign; proof

Ttehevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

TtueEéw (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been
attacked

Toivuy well, then

T00600¢ this much

Opérepog (D) yours

uTelxw yield, withdraw ~victor
UTéYw promise; hold out one’s
hand; submit to

@cidopoat spare, not use/harm
~aphid

@Oovéw envy

@opTxdg for carrying; burdensome
@uAY () tribe, military unit
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

x0MoTog useful; brave, worthy
Pneilew count, vote

®EeAéw help, be useful
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or not as Anytus bids, and either acquit me or not; but whichever you do,
understand that I shall never alter my ways, not even if I have to die many
times.

Men of Athens, do not interrupt, but hear me; there was an understanding
between us that you should hear me to the end: I have something more to
say, at which you may be inclined to cry out; but I believe that to hear me
will be good for you, and therefore I beg that you will not cry out. I would
have you know, that if you kill such an one as I am, you will injure yourselves
more than you will injure me. Nothing will injure me, not Meletus nor yet
Anytus— they cannot, for a bad man is not permitted to injure a better than
himself. I do not deny that Anytus may, perhaps, kill him, or drive him into
exile, or deprive him of civil rights; and he may imagine, and others may
imagine, that he is inflicting a great injury upon him: but there I do not
agree. For the evil of doing as he is doing— the evil of unjustly taking away
the life of another— is greater far.

And now, Athenians, I am not going to argue for my own sake, as you may
think, but for yours, that you may not sin against the God by condemning me,
who am his gift to you. For if you kill me you will not easily find a successor
to me, who, if I may use such a ludicrous figure of speech, am a sort of gadfly,
given to the state by God; and the state is a great and noble steed who is tardy
in his motions owing to his very size, and requires to be stirred into life. I
am that gadfly which God has attached to the state, and all day long and
in all places am always fastening upon you, arousing and persuading and
reproaching you. You will not easily find another like me, and therefore I
would advise you to spare me. I dare say that you may feel out of temper
(like a person who is suddenly awakened from sleep), and you think that
you might easily strike me dead as Anytus advises, and then you would sleep
on for the remainder of your lives, unless God in his care of you sent you
another gadfly. When I say that I am given to you by God, the proof of my
mission is this:— if I had been like other men, I should not have neglected
all my own concerns or patiently seen the neglect of them during all these
years, and have been doing yours, coming to you individually like a father
or elder brother, exhorting you to regard virtue; such conduct, I say, would
be unlike human nature. If [ had gained anything, or if my exhortations had
been paid, there would have been some sense in my doing so; but now, as
you will perceive, not even the impudence of my accusers dares to say that
I have ever exacted or sought pay of any one; of that they have no witness.
And I have a sufficient witness to the truth of what I say— my poverty.

Some one may wonder why I go about in private giving advice and busying
myself with the concerns of others, but do not venture to come forward in
public and advise the state. I will tell you why. You have heard me speak
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at sundry times and in divers places of an oracle or sign which comes to
me, and is the divinity which Meletus ridicules in the indictment. This sign,
which is a kind of voice, first began to come to me when I was a child; it
always forbids but never commands me to do anything which I am going to
do. This is what deters me from being a politician. And rightly, as I think.
For I am certain, O men of Athens, that if I had engaged in politics, I should
have perished long ago, and done no good either to you or to myself. And
do not be offended at my telling you the truth: for the truth is, that no man
who goes to war with you or any other multitude, honestly striving against
the many lawless and unrighteous deeds which are done in a state, will save
his life; he who will fight for the right, if he would live even for a brief space,
must have a private station and not a public one.

I can give you convincing evidence of what I say, not words only, but what
you value far more— actions. Let me relate to you a passage of my own life
which will prove to you that I should never have yielded to injustice from
any fear of death, and that «as I should have refused to yield” I must have
died at once. I will tell you a tale of the courts, not very interesting perhaps,
but nevertheless true. The only office of state which I ever held, O men of
Athens, was that of senator: the tribe Antiochis, which is my tribe, had the
presidency at the trial of the generals who had not taken up the bodies of
the slain after the battle of Arginusae; and you proposed to try them in a
body, contrary to law, as you all thought afterwards; but at the time I was
the only one of the Prytanes who was opposed to the illegality, and I gave
my vote against you; and when the orators threatened to impeach and arrest
me, and you called and shouted, I made up my mind that I would run the
risk, having law and justice with me, rather than take part in your injustice
because I feared imprisonment and death. This happened in the days of the
democracy. But when the oligarchy of the Thirty was in power, they sent for
me and four others into the rotunda, and bade us bring Leon the Salaminian
from Salamis, as they wanted to put him to death. This was a specimen of the
sort of commands which they were always giving with the view of implicating
as many as possible in their crimes; and then I showed, not in word only
but in deed, that, if I may be allowed to use such an expression, I cared not
a straw for death, and that my great and only care was lest I should do an
unrighteous or unholy thing. For the strong arm of that oppressive power
did not frighten me into doing wrong; and when we came out of the rotunda
the other four went to Salamis and fetched Leon, but I went quietly home.
For which I might have lost my life, had not the power of the Thirty shortly
afterwards come to an end. And many will witness to my words.

Now do you really imagine that I could have survived all these years, if I had
led a public life, supposing that like a good man I had always maintained



108 ATIOAOI'TA ZQKPATOYX

the right and had made justice, as I ought, the first thing? No indeed, men
of Athens, neither I nor any other man. But I have been always the same
in all my actions, public as well as private, and never have I yielded any
base compliance to those who are slanderously termed my disciples, or to
any other. Not that I have any regular disciples. But if any one likes to come
and hear me while I am pursuing my mission, whether he be young or old,
he is not excluded. Nor do I converse only with those who pay; but any one,
whether he be rich or poor, may ask and answer me and listen to my words;
and whether he turns out to be a bad man or a good one, neither result can be
justly imputed to me; for I never taught or professed to teach him anything.
And if any one says that he has ever learned or heard anything from me in
private which all the world has not heard, let me tell you that he is lying.

But I shall be asked, Why do people delight in continually conversing with
you? I have told you already, Athenians, the whole truth about this matter:
they like to hear the cross-examination of the pretenders to wisdom; there
is amusement in it. Now this duty of cross-examining other men has been
imposed upon me by God; and has been signified to me by oracles, visions,
and in every way in which the will of divine power was ever intimated to
any one. This is true, O Athenians, or, if not true, would be soon refuted. If
I am or have been corrupting the youth, those of them who are now grown
up and have become sensible that I gave them bad advice in the days of their
youth should come forward as accusers, and take their revenge; or if they do
not like to come themselves, some of their relatives, fathers, brothers, or other
kinsmen, should say what evil their families have suffered at my hands. Now
is their time. Many of them I see in the court. There is Crito, who is of the
same age and of the same deme with myself, and there is Critobulus his son,
whom I also see. Then again there is Lysanias of Sphettus, who is the father of
Aeschines— he is present; and also there is Antiphon of Cephisus, who is the
father of Epigenes; and there are the brothers of several who have associated
with me. There is Nicostratus the son of Theosdotides, and the brother of
Theodotus (now Theodotus himself is dead, and therefore he, at any rate, will
not seek to stop him); and there is Paralus the son of Demodocus, who had
a brother Theages; and Adeimantus the son of Ariston, whose brother Plato
is present; and Aeantodorus, who is the brother of Apollodorus, whom I also
see. I might mention a great many others, some of whom Meletus should
have produced as witnesses in the course of his
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
aywvifopot contend, exert oneself
aioypog shameful

aioyOvy (0) shame, dishonor
&xpodop.on pay attention
GAn0edw speak truth; be true
&Abyrotog inconsiderate, irrational
aperéw disregard; (impers.) of
course

avafBiBale make to mount, promote
Gvoptpvioxo (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

avdpeia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly
arallaEelw wish to get rid of
GmoAAGoow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

dmehadve expel, exclude, ward off;
(intrans) ride away

amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
Ao AV loose, free from ~loose
amotive (1) pay back

amopedyw avoid, escape, go free
amoPpneilopot vote against, acquit
G&pt0pég number

&o€feta impeity

&t (1) insult, dishonor
Boapbg heavy ~baritone

[BéATioTog best, noblest

Btélew use force on, violate

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

daxpvov tear

daxpbw® weep

deopog bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

OEoUWTNPLOY prison

d0ebpo here, come here!

dfAog visible, conspicuous
dtaBoAy slander

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
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StatpLPn activity, waste of time
Owxadw judge

duootig -ob (m, 1) judge, juror
dovAcdw serve, be a slave

dpdpa deed, business, drama
dpoyun drachma

Spbg -6c¢ () tree, oak, lumber
~druid

€0iw accustom

eloayw lead in ~demagogue
gxarepog each of two

éxtivew pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gAeéw pity, have mercy on ~alms
¢vdeinvopt (D) address, consider
&vdexa eleven ~decimal

€vvoéw consider

évtadOo there, here

gEehabvew drive out, exile ~elastic
gmietxyg fitting ~icon
gmthav0dvew mp: forget ~Lethe
gmpeléop o take care of, oversee
gmopxéw swear falsely ~oath
gmutpéme entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

gnipOovog jealous

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
Eoyatog farthest, last

gtolpog ready; fulfilled
eddaipwy blessed with a good
genius

edepyeoia good deed, public service
~ergonomics

ebepYeTéw be a benefactor
edepyétng -ov (m, 1) benefactor
Ledyog -oug (n, 3) team of animals
~zygote

novyia peace and quiet
Oapoaiéog bold, over-bold
Oavp.aorog wonderful
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txetebw approach to beg
xotodneilopot vote against
XOTNYOPOG accuser

Aoyilopoun reckon, consider
UELPGXLOY youngster

KA concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

petodopfave share in; swap
vaog () temple, shrine ~nostalgia
oixet6w adopt, adapt

oixéw inhabit ~economics
oixtog compassion

Spvope (D) swear

67t wherever, however

07t60cv whence

6ot to which place

0pY1M urge, impulse; anger
00Y{lw anger, provoke, annoy
003¢tepog neither

obxovv certainly not

Spshog -zoc (n, 3) a use, a help
0pAMoxdvw lose; incur debt
mowdiov young child; slave
Tavtwg by all means
Topaxeledopot recommend,
encourage

rapoxéhevotg -ewg (f) cheering on
TOPATANGLOG similar to
Topayweén yield, concede
méurntog fifth ~pentagon

mévyg -tog (m) poor

métepog which, whichever of two
TPéTw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

mpoxpive (1) choose first
TPOoNxw belong to, it beseems
wpvTovelov town hall, law court

caig clear, understandable

oLyd silence

otydw (1) be silent

owtéopat (1) eat ~parasite

oitnotg (it) feeding

cota skill; wisdom ~sophistry
otdotg -ewg (f) placing; faction
otpatnyio office of command,
strategy ~strategy

ocupBaAie pit against; compare;
mp: meet, fall in with ~ballistic
ovvotdo know about someone;
think proper

o306V near, approximately at
~jischemia

GYOMAY rest, leisure

Téyo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

TnAixog of such an age

Tot60d¢e such

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
Opérepog (D) yours

vroAapPBave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@Eovog sensible, prudent

@uyn flight, means of escape
~fugitive

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
ytAtor (i) thousand ~kilo-

Xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir

Peddog -oug (n, 3) a lie ~pseudo-
Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

dijpog () pebble, vote, decree,
sentence
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speech; and let him still produce them, if he has forgotten— I will make way
for him. And let him say, if he has any testimony of the sort which he can
produce. Nay, Athenians, the very opposite is the truth. For all these are
ready to witness on behalf of the corrupter, of the injurer of their kindred,
as Meletus and Anytus call me; not the corrupted youth only— there might
have been a motive for that— but their uncorrupted elder relatives. Why
should they too support me with their testimony? Why, indeed, except for
the sake of truth and justice, and because they know that I am speaking the
truth, and that Meletus is a liar.

Well, Athenians, this and the like of this is all the defence which I have to
offer. Yet a word more. Perhaps there may be some one who is offended
at me, when he calls to mind how he himself on a similar, or even a less
serious occasion, prayed and entreated the judges with many tears, and how
he produced his children in court, which was a moving spectacle, together
with a host of relations and friends; whereas I, who am probably in danger
of my life, will do none of these things. The contrast may occur to his mind,
and he may be set against me, and vote in anger because he is displeased
at me on this account. Now if there be such a person among you,— mind,
I do not say that there is,— to him I may fairly reply: My friend, I am a
man, and like other men, a creature of flesh and blood, and not «of wood
or stone,” as Homer says; and I have a family, yes, and sons, O Athenians,
three in number, one almost a man, and two others who are still young;
and yet I will not bring any of them hither in order to petition you for an
acquittal. And why not? Not from any self-assertion or want of respect for
you. Whether I am or am not afraid of death is another question, of which
I will not now speak. But, having regard to public opinion, I feel that such
conduct would be discreditable to myself, and to you, and to the whole state.
One who has reached my years, and who has a name for wisdom, ought not
to demean himself. Whether this opinion of me be deserved or not, at any
rate the world has decided that Socrates is in some way superior to other men.
And if those among you who are said to be superior in wisdom and courage,
and any other virtue, demean themselves in this way, how shameful is their
conduct! I have seen men of reputation, when they have been condemned,
behaving in the strangest manner: they seemed to fancy that they were going
to suffer something dreadful if they died, and that they could be immortal if
you only allowed them to live; and I think that such are a dishonour to the
state, and that any stranger coming in would have said of them that the most
eminent men of Athens, to whom the Athenians themselves give honour and
command, are no better than women. And I say that these things ought not
to be done by those of us who have a reputation; and if they are done, you
ought not to permit them; you ought rather to show that you are far more
disposed to condemn the man who gets up a doleful scene and makes the
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city ridiculous, than him who holds his peace.

But, setting aside the question of public opinion, there seems to be something
wrong in asking a favour of a judge, and thus procuring an acquittal, instead
of informing and convincing him. For his duty is, not to make a present of
justice, but to give judgment; and he has sworn that he will judge according
to the laws, and not according to his own good pleasure; and we ought not
to encourage you, nor should you allow yourselves to be encouraged, in this
habit of perjury— there can be no piety in that. Do not then require me to
do what I consider dishonourable and impious and wrong, especially now,
when I am being tried for impiety on the indictment of Meletus. For if, O
men of Athens, by force of persuasion and entreaty I could overpower your
oaths, then I should be teaching you to believe that there are no gods, and
in defending should simply convict myself of the charge of not believing in
them. But that is not so— far otherwise. For I do believe that there are gods,
and in a sense higher than that in which any of my accusers believe in them.
And to you and to God I commit my cause, to be determined by you as is
best for you and me.

There are many reasons why I am not grieved, O men of Athens, at the vote
of condemnation. I expected it, and am only surprised that the votes are so
nearly equal; for I had thought that the majority against me would have been
far larger; but now, had thirty votes gone over to the other side, I should have
been acquitted. And I may say, I think, that I have escaped Meletus. I may
say more; for without the assistance of Anytus and Lycon, any one may see
that he would not have had a fifth part of the votes, as the law requires, in
which case he would have incurred a fine of a thousand drachmae.

And so he proposes death as the penalty. And what shall I propose on my
part, O men of Athens? Clearly that which is my due. And what is my
due? What return shall be made to the man who has never had the wit to
be idle during his whole life; but has been careless of what the many care
for— wealth, and family interests, and military offices, and speaking in the
assembly, and magistracies, and plots, and parties. Reflecting that I was really
too honest a man to be a politician and live, I did not go where I could do no
good to you or to myself; but where I could do the greatest good privately to
every one of you, thither I went, and sought to persuade every man among
you that he must look to himself, and seek virtue and wisdom before he looks
to his private interests, and look to the state before he looks to the interests
of the state; and that this should be the order which he observes in all his
actions. What shall be done to such an one? Doubtless some good thing,
O men of Athens, if he has his reward; and the good should be of a kind
suitable to him. What would be a reward suitable to a poor man who is your
benefactor, and who desires leisure that he may instruct you? There can be
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no reward so fitting as maintenance in the Prytaneum, O men of Athens, a
reward which he deserves far more than the citizen who has won the prize at
Olympia in the horse or chariot race, whether the chariots were drawn by two
horses or by many. For I am in want, and he has enough; and he only gives
you the appearance of happiness, and I give you the reality. And if I am to
estimate the penalty fairly, I should say that maintenance in the Prytaneum
is the just return.

Perhaps you think that I am braving you in what I am saying now, as in
what I said before about the tears and prayers. But this is not so. I speak
rather because I am convinced that I never intentionally wronged any one,
although I cannot convince you— the time has been too short; if there were
a law at Athens, as there is in other cities, that a capital cause should not be
decided in one day, then I believe that I should have convinced you. But I
cannot in a moment refute great slanders; and, as I am convinced that I never
wronged another, I will assuredly not wrong myself. I will not say of myself
that I deserve any evil, or propose any penalty. Why should I? because I am
afraid of the penalty of death which Meletus proposes? When I do not know
whether death is a good or an evil, why should I propose a penalty which
would certainly be an evil? Shall I say imprisonment? And why should I live
in prison, and be the slave of the magistrates of the year— of the Eleven? Or
shall the penalty be a fine, and imprisonment until the fine is paid? There
is the same objection. I should have to lie in prison, for money I have none,
and cannot pay. And if I say exile (and this may possibly be the penalty
which you will affix), I must indeed be blinded by the love of life, if I am so
irrational as to expect that when you, who are my own citizens, cannot endure
my discourses and words, and have found them so grievous and odious that
you will have no more of them, others are likely to endure me. No indeed,
men of Athens, that is not very likely. And what a life should I lead, at my
age, wandering from city to city, ever changing my place of exile, and always
being driven out! For I am quite sure that wherever I go, there, as here, the
young men will flock to me; and if I drive them away, their elders will drive
me out at their request; and if I let them come, their fathers and friends will
drive me out for their sakes.

Some one will say:
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&dwxia injustice, offence

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&dvvatog unable; impossible
G&no1g unpleasant

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aAioxopot be captured ~helix
Gueivewy comparative of ayafdg,
noble

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

&voroyvvrtio shamelessness,
impudence

&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved
&mahloy relief, escape
arallaEelw wish to get rid of
oA A&oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

armetféw disobey

&modnuéw be absent, abroad
amodnuia foreign travel
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amopia difficulty, bottleneck ~pierce
amopedyw avoid, escape, go free
amoPpneilopot vote against, acquit
Gpo interrogative pcl

doyvpLov small coin

&oyolio business, being busy

dite as if; since

o0Té0L on the spot

adToportog self-willed, accidental
~after

BéAtioTog best, noblest

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BAGmTw break, make fail

Boadvg slow, dull, late ~Sp.~gordo
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Yobv at least then

SatpovLog voc: you crazy guy
d7mov perhaps; is it not so?
Otéyw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
StoapvBoroyéw (D) communicate
Stavoém have in mind

StatpLPn activity, waste of time
SLaQedY® escape, survive
Oxalew judge

dwoGTNPLOY court

dweasTig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
gyyvde undertake

éyyunrig -od (m, 1) guarantor
€0iCw accustom

elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
éxAéyw pick, single out

éxtiOnut place outside at a spot
~thesis

éxtive pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

Ex@edyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
g\eyyog (n) shame, disgrace; (m)
refutation

ENéyyw shame; try, examine
éupéve stay put, be faithful, fixed
gvavtioopat oppose, contradict
€v0évde hence

€vvoéw consider

évtadOo there, here

évtov0ot there

gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEetalw inspect, interrogate,
estimate

énéyw hold, cover; offer; assail
é¢mdeinvope (0) display, exhibit
¢mbupéo (D) wish, covet
é€pevvaw hunt for

Eoyortog farthest, last
ebdatpovia prosperity

Ewbev at first light
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N3¢wg pleasantly ~hedonism
700G sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
NAxio time of life, contemporaries
Nuibeog -0d half-divine
~hemisphere

nvixo when

novyio peace and quiet
Oavpéorog wonderful

Oavpooctog wonderful; admirable
Opnvéw sing a dirge ~threnody
idtdng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
®00c¥dw lie down

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xotodap0dve sleep, lie down to
sleep

xotodneilopar vote against
XOTNYOPOG accuser

%€p30g -oug (n, 3) advantage,
cunning

%x0\o0® skimp, fail

xptotg -ewg (f) decision, issue
AoL30pEéwm abuse, revile
pavtedopan to divine ~mantis
povTixdg prophetic

pretofoly change, exchange
petopéropon (impers.+dat.) cause
regret to; (mp) regret

reToED between

rétptog medium, moderate
pnovéopot build, contrive
~mechanism

pnyovy machine; mechanism, way
WY& mina

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

vaog (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
03vpop.ot (D) lament ~anodyne
oi{x00ev from home, from one’s own
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resources ~economics

6vap -tog (n) dream

6vetdiw upbraid, reproach
6006w stand up

00dopod nowhere

obTw no longer

OpAondvw lose; incur debt
méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

ToAotdg old ~paleo

TévTwg by all means

Topopéve stay with ~remain
TepLtpévew wait for

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
TOAAo0D in many places

7éo0og how many, much, far?
mtéte when?

mpeoPuTYg -ov (D, m, 1) old person
Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

60p0g skilled, clever, wise
ouyylyvopat associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

TEXUNELov sign; proof

Ttpwpia (L) vengeance, punishment
TéAun courage

vroAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@adAog trifling
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Yes, Socrates, but cannot you hold your tongue, and then you may go into a
foreign city, and no one will interfere with you? Now I have great difficulty in
making you understand my answer to this. For if I tell you that to do as you
say would be a disobedience to the God, and therefore that I cannot hold my
tongue, you will not believe that I am serious; and if I say again that daily
to discourse about virtue, and of those other things about which you hear
me examining myself and others, is the greatest good of man, and that the
unexamined life is not worth living, you are still less likely to believe me. Yet
I say what is true, although a thing of which it is hard for me to persuade
you. Also, I have never been accustomed to think that I deserve to suffer any
harm. Had I money I might have estimated the offence at what I was able
to pay, and not have been much the worse. But I have none, and therefore
I must ask you to proportion the fine to my means. Well, perhaps I could
afford a mina, and therefore I propose that penalty: Plato, Crito, Critobulus,
and Apollodorus, my friends here, bid me say thirty minae, and they will
be the sureties. Let thirty minae be the penalty; for which sum they will be
ample security to you.

Not much time will be gained, O Athenians, in return for the evil name
which you will get from the detractors of the city, who will say that you killed
Socrates, a wise man; for they will call me wise, even although I am not wise,
when they want to reproach you. If you had waited a little while, your desire
would have been fulfilled in the course of nature. For I am far advanced in
years, as you may perceive, and not far from death. I am speaking now not
to all of you, but only to those who have condemned me to death. And I
have another thing to say to them: you think that I was convicted because I
had no words of the sort which would have procured my acquittal— I mean,
if I had thought fit to leave nothing undone or unsaid. Not so; the deficiency
which led to my conviction was not of words— certainly not. But I had
not the boldness or impudence or inclination to address you as you would
have liked me to do, weeping and wailing and lamenting, and saying and
doing many things which you have been accustomed to hear from others,
and which, as I maintain, are unworthy of me. I thought at the time that I
ought not to do anything common or mean when in danger: nor do I now
repent of the style of my defence; I would rather die having spoken after my
manner, than speak in your manner and live. For neither in war nor yet at
law ought I or any man to use every way of escaping death. Often in battle
there can be no doubt that if a man will throw away his arms, and fall on his
knees before his pursuers, he may escape death; and in other dangers there
are other ways of escaping death, if a man is willing to say and do anything.
The difficulty, my friends, is not to avoid death, but to avoid unrighteousness;
for that runs faster than death. I am old and move slowly, and the slower
runner has overtaken me, and my accusers are keen and quick, and the faster
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runner, who is unrighteousness, has overtaken them. And now I depart hence
condemned by you to suffer the penalty of death,— they too go their ways
condemned by the truth to suffer the penalty of villainy and wrong; and I
must abide by my award— let them abide by theirs. I suppose that these
things may be regarded as fated,— and I think that they are well.

And now, O men who have condemned me, I would fain prophesy to you;
for I am about to die, and in the hour of death men are gifted with prophetic
power. And I prophesy to you who are my murderers, that immediately
after my departure punishment far heavier than you have inflicted on me
will surely await you. Me you have killed because you wanted to escape the
accuser, and not to give an account of your lives. But that will not be as you
suppose: far otherwise. For I say that there will be more accusers of you
than there are now; accusers whom hitherto I have restrained: and as they
are younger they will be more inconsiderate with you, and you will be more
offended at them. If you think that by killing men you can prevent some one
from censuring your evil lives, you are mistaken; that is not a way of escape
which is either possible or honourable; the easiest and the noblest way is not
to be disabling others, but to be improving yourselves. This is the prophecy
which I utter before my departure to the judges who have condemned me.

Friends, who would have acquitted me, I would like also to talk with you
about the thing which has come to pass, while the magistrates are busy, and
before I go to the place at which I must die. Stay then a little, for we may
as well talk with one another while there is time. You are my friends, and
I should like to show you the meaning of this event which has happened to
me. O my judges— for you I may truly call judges— I should like to tell
you of a wonderful circumstance. Hitherto the divine faculty of which the
internal oracle is the source has constantly been in the habit of opposing me
even about trifles, if I was going to make a slip or error in any matter; and
now as you see there has come upon me that which may be thought, and
is generally believed to be, the last and worst evil. But the oracle made no
sign of opposition, either when I was leaving my house in the morning, or
when I was on my way to the court, or while I was speaking, at anything
which I was going to say; and yet I have often been stopped in the middle
of a speech, but now in nothing I either said or did touching the matter in
hand has the oracle opposed me. What do I take to be the explanation of
this silence? I will tell you. It is an intimation that what has happened to me
is a good, and that those of us who think that death is an evil are in error.
For the customary sign would surely have opposed me had I been going to
evil and not to good.

Let us reflect in another way, and we shall see that there is great reason to
hope that death is a good; for one of two things— either death is a state of
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nothingness and utter unconsciousness, or, as men say, there is a change and
migration of the soul from this world to another. Now if you suppose that
there is no consciousness, but a sleep like the sleep of him who is undisturbed
even by dreams, death will be an unspeakable gain. For if a person were to
select the night in which his sleep was undisturbed even by dreams, and were
to compare with this the other days and nights of his life, and then were to
tell us how many days and nights he had passed in the course of his life
better and more pleasantly than this one, I think that any man, I will not
say a private man, but even the great king will not find many such days or
nights, when compared with the others. Now if death be of such a nature, I
say that to die is gain; for eternity is then only a single night. But if death is
the journey to another place, and there, as men say, all the dead abide, what
good, O my friends and judges, can be greater than this? If indeed when
the pilgrim arrives in the world below, he is delivered from the professors of
justice in this world, and finds the true judges who are said to give judgment
there, Minos and Rhadamanthus and Aeacus and Triptolemus, and other sons
of God who were righteous in their own life, that pilgrimage will be worth
making. What would not a man give if he might converse with Orpheus
and Musaeus and Hesiod and Homer? Nay, if this be true, let me die again
and again. I myself, too, shall have a wonderful interest in there meeting
and conversing with Palamedes, and Ajax the son of Telamon, and any other
ancient hero who has suffered death through an unjust judgment; and there
will be no small pleasure, as I think, in comparing my own sufferings with
theirs. Above all, I shall then be able to continue my search into true and
false knowledge; as in this world, so also in the next; and I shall find out
who is wise, and who pretends to be wise, and is not. What would not a man
give, O judges, to be able to examine the leader of the great Trojan expedition;
or Odysseus or Sisyphus, or numberless others, men and women too! What
infinite delight
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vocabulary

&dnAog invisible, unknown
duelvewy comparative of aya06g,
noble

aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

amoahhoEeioy wish to get rid of
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amotpénw divert from ~trophy
G&pety goodness, excellence
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BAd&mtew break, make fail

ofjAog visible, conspicuous
dtavoéw have in mind

dtavola a thought; intelligence
dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
eimep if indeed

€v0éode here, hither

gneltddv when, after

émpeléopan take care of, oversee
ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

ebedmig -dog (m) hopeful

NBé&w be young ~Hebe

xottot and yet; and in fact; although
xotodneilopar vote against
®oTNYoPéw accuse; indicate
XOTAYOPOG accuser

Améw (D) annoy, distress
péppopon blame; reject

6veldi¢ew upbraid, reproach
omértepog which of two, either of two
00dood nowhere

onu.etov sign

Televtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

Tpoeéw (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been
attacked

T00600¢e this much

xoAemoilve be violent, rage
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would there be in conversing with them and asking them questions! In
another world they do not put a man to death for asking questions: assuredly
not. For besides being happier than we are, they will be immortal, if what is
said is true.

Wherefore, O judges, be of good cheer about death, and know of a certainty,
that no evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after death. He and his
are not neglected by the gods; nor has my own approaching end happened
by mere chance. But I see clearly that the time had arrived when it was
better for me to die and be released from trouble; wherefore the oracle gave
no sign. For which reason, also, I am not angry with my condemners, or
with my accusers; they have done me no harm, although they did not mean
to do me any good; and for this I may gently blame them.

Still I have a favour to ask of them. When my sons are grown up, I would
ask you, O my friends, to punish them; and I would have you trouble them,
as I have troubled you, if they seem to care about riches, or anything, more
than about virtue; or if they pretend to be something when they are really
nothing,— then reprove them, as I have reproved you, for not caring about
that for which they ought to care, and thinking that they are something when
they are really nothing. And if you do this, both I and my sons will have
received justice at your hands.

The hour of departure has arrived, and we go our ways— I to die, and you
to live. Which is better God only knows.
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&yyehio message, news ~angel
&ypvmvia sleeplessness

Gywv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

&dbvatog unable; impossible
aioypog shameful

aioydve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

aAioxopot be captured ~helix
dANooe elsewhere ~alien
Gureréo disregard; (impers.) of
course

&vayxaew force, compel
Gvolioxw (oa) consume, spend on
G&vdpeiog of a man, manly
aroyyéAw announce, order,
promise ~angel

amoPdAie throw away, lose
amoxauve tire out

Gpa interrogative pcl

&pYbpLov small coin

Gpety goodness, excellence
doTt at the same time
&opdheia safeguard

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

adpLoy tomorrow

&y senseless, unthinking
~frenzy

BaB0g high, deep ~bathysphere
Bopvg heavy ~baritone

Btog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

dotpéviog voc: you crazy guy
OEoUTNPLOY prison

d0ebpo here, come here!

OfAog visible, conspicuous
StafBaAhw throw across; slander
~ballistic

Otéyw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

SLaQedY® escape, survive
dtxaoTiptov court

eixdg likely

eloodog (f) entrance ~odometer
eito then, therefore, next

clwOa be accustomed, in the habit
ExxAémTw steal, rescue from
EXTPEPW raise, rear

évapyrg visible, clear ~Argentina
€v0ade here, hither

€vBévde hence

gvOTVLog seen in dreams

gEayw lead out ~demagogue
gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEepydopat accomplish; undo
gmeyelpw wake up

greLpt lie upon; approach ~ion
gmieni|g fitting ~icon
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmitndstog fit, suitable

gmttndég enough; purposely
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
goB@dAaE fertile

gtolpog ready; fulfilled
e0datpovite consider happy
ebeLdg good-looking ~wit
edTelyg of little worth

N3¢wg pleasantly ~hedonism
N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
NAxio time of life, contemporaries
ipatiov toga, cloth

0000w lie down

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xotoyehdw laugh at, deride
XOTAALLTTOVG leave behind,
abandon

xNdw distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

%tvduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that



Aguxdg white ~light

Alav very

Mméw (D) annoy, distress
AUTen distress

poxdptog blessed

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
Ké€Aw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

olyopow come, go, leave, be gone
6ot to which place

6p0poc dawn

0p@avdg orphan

003¢tepog neither

obolo property; essence

00Téw pierce, wound

o0@ciAw owe, should, if only
6pshog -goc (n, 3) a use, a help
TodeVw raise; train

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGAY wrestling ~Pallas

méAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Topoxddnuot sit near
mepLpévew wait for

760y from where?

TOoAAo oD in many places

méte when?

TPaEL -ewg () result, business
~practice

TEdog soft, gentle

TP0didwut betray
npofupéopar (D) be eager
mpounOéopon be careful; show
respect

mpocépyopot come forward,
surrender, come in
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coutod yourself

oa@g clear, understandable

otya silence

otydw (1) be silent

omtebdw ‘push on,” get going, hurry
~repudiate

otepéw steal, take

ouxoQ&vTtng -ov (D, m, 1) informer,
blackmailer

oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

ovv10vg habitual, intimate

ouYvog long; many; extensive
o306V near, approximately at
~ischemia

Texpoaipopot conclude, declare from
evidence

Televtaiog last, final

Televtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

THuepov today

toivuy well, then

Tpltatog third, 1/3 ~three
OTTaxoVw listen, reply ~acoustic
votepaiog the next; later

@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@ortaw go back and forth
@ooviog sensible, prudent
@povtilw consider, ponder

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir
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SOCRATES: Why have you come at this hour, Crito? it must be quite early.
CRITO: Yes, certainly.

SOCRATES: What is the exact time?

CRITO: The dawn is breaking.

SOCRATES: I wonder that the keeper of the prison would let you in.

CRITO: He knows me because I often come, Socrates; moreover. I have done
him a kindness.

SOCRATES: And are you only just arrived?
CRITO: No, I came some time ago.

SOCRATES: Then why did you sit and say nothing, instead of at once
awakening me?

CRITO: I should not have liked myself, Socrates, to be in such great trouble
and unrest as you are—indeed I should not: I have been watching with
amazement your peaceful slumbers; and for that reason I did not awake you,
because I wished to minimize the pain. I have always thought you to be of a
happy disposition; but never did I see anything like the easy, tranquil manner
in which you bear this calamity.

SOCRATES: Why, Crito, when a man has reached my age he ought not to be
repining at the approach of death.

CRITO: And yet other old men find themselves in similar misfortunes, and
age does not prevent them from repining.

SOCRATES: That is true. But you have not told me why you come at this
early hour.

CRITO: T come to bring you a message which is sad and painful; not, as I
believe, to yourself, but to all of us who are your friends, and saddest of all
to me.

SOCRATES: What? Has the ship come from Delos, on the arrival of which I
am to die?

CRITO: No, the ship has not actually arrived, but she will probably be here
to-day, as persons who have come from Sunium tell me that they have left
her there; and therefore to-morrow, Socrates, will be the last day of your life.

SOCRATES: Very well, Crito; if such is the will of God, I am willing; but my
belief is that there will be a delay of a day.
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CRITO: Why do you think so?

SOCRATES: I will tell you. I am to die on the day after the arrival of the
ship?

CRITO: Yes; that is what the authorities say.

SOCRATES: But I do not think that the ship will be here until to-morrow;
this I infer from a vision which I had last night, or rather only just now, when
you fortunately allowed me to sleep.

CRITO: And what was the nature of the vision?

SOCRATES: There appeared to me the likeness of a woman, fair and comely,
clothed in bright raiment, who called to me and said: O Socrates, ‘The third
day hence to fertile Phthia shalt thou go.” (Homer, I1.)

CRITO: What a singular dream, Socrates!
SOCRATES: There can be no doubt about the meaning, Crito, I think.

CRITO: Yes; the meaning is only too clear. But, oh! my beloved Socrates, let
me entreat you once more to take my advice and escape. For if you die I
shall not only lose a friend who can never be replaced, but there is another
evil: people who do not know you and me will believe that I might have
saved you if I had been willing to give money, but that I did not care. Now,
can there be a worse disgrace than this—that I should be thought to value
money more than the life of a friend? For the many will not be persuaded
that I wanted you to escape, and that you refused.

SOCRATES: But why, my dear Crito, should we care about the opinion of the
many? Good men, and they are the only persons who are worth considering,
will think of these things truly as they occurred.

CRITO: But you see, Socrates, that the opinion of the many must be regarded,
for what is now happening shows that they can do the greatest evil to any
one who has lost their good opinion.

SOCRATES: I only wish it were so, Crito; and that the many could do the
greatest evil; for then they would also be able to do the greatest good —and
what a fine thing this would be! But in reality they can do neither; for they
cannot make a man either wise or foolish; and whatever they do is the result
of chance.

CRITO: Well, I will not dispute with you; but please to tell me, Socrates,
whether you are not acting out of regard to me and your other friends: are
you not afraid that if you escape from prison we may get into trouble with
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the informers for having stolen you away, and lose either the whole or a great
part of our property; or that even a worse evil may happen to us? Now, if
you fear on our account, be at ease; for in order to save you, we ought surely
to run this, or even a greater risk; be persuaded, then, and do as I say.

SOCRATES: Yes, Crito, that is one fear which you mention, but by no means
the only one.

CRITO: Fear not— there are persons who are willing to get you out of prison
at no great cost; and as for the informers they are far from being exorbitant
in their demands—a little money will satisty them. My means, which are
certainly ample, are at your service, and if you have a scruple about spending
all mine, here are strangers who will give you the use of theirs; and one of
them, Simmias the Theban, has brought a large sum of money for this very
purpose; and Cebes and many others are prepared to spend their money in
helping you to escape. I say, therefore, do not hesitate on our account, and do
not say, as you did in the court (compare Apol.), that you will have a difficulty
in knowing what to do with yourself anywhere else. For men will love you in
other places to which you may go, and not in Athens only; there are friends
of mine in Thessaly, if you like to go to them, who will value and protect you,
and no Thessalian will give you any trouble. Nor can I think that you are at
all justified, Socrates, in betraying your own life when you might be saved; in
acting thus you are playing into the hands of your enemies, who are hurrying
on your destruction. And further I should say that you are deserting your
own children; for you might bring them up and educate them; instead of
which you go away and leave them, and they will have to take their chance;
and if they do not meet with the usual fate of orphans, there will be small
thanks to you. No man should bring children into the world who is unwilling
to persevere to the end in their nurture and education. But you appear to be
choosing the easier part, not the better and manlier, which would have been
more becoming in one who professes to care for virtue in all his actions, like
yourself. And indeed, I am ashamed not only of you, but of us who are your
friends, when I reflect that the whole business will be attributed entirely to
our want of courage. The trial need never have come on, or might have been
managed differently; and this last act, or crowning folly, will seem to have
occurred through our negligence and cowardice, who might have saved you,
if we had been good for anything; and you might have saved yourself, for
there was no difficulty at all.

See now, Socrates, how sad and discreditable are the consequences, both to us
and you. Make up your mind then, or rather have your mind already made
up, for the time of deliberation is over, and there is only one thing to be done,
which must be done this very night, and if we delay at all will be no longer
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vocabulary

aduxia injustice, offence
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
aioypog shameful

atoydve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

axohovéw follow

&AAolog of another kind ~alien
avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

avOpwmetog human

avttAéyw contradict, oppose
armetféw disobey

&po interrogative pcl
domalopo greet, salute
Gt (1) insult, dishonor
&tipéw (1) dishonor

adpLov tomorrow

a@Ewv senseless, unthinking
~frenzy

BéAtioTog best, noblest
Youvélw exercise, do training
deopdg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

dfAog visible, conspicuous
dLépyopan pierce, traverse
ouxooovy) justice

3t6A vt (D) be ruined

dpbw do, accomplish
elonyéopot lead in, introduce
eite if, whenever; either/or
éxaoTote each time

éxfaile throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

éxtog outside

€v0évde hence

¢Eayw lead out ~demagogue
gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEinue send forth, allow forth ~jet
gnoauvog (noun) praise

émoiew (o) listen to, perceive
¢mBupéw (D) wish, covet

gmumépumo send after, again, to,
besides

gmtoxénropoat look upon, inspect
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
é¢mtotdrng -ou (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

Niovyio peace and quiet
Oawvpaorog wonderful

totpdg (&) physician

xotadnAog manifest, visible
%0tvég communal, ordinary
Aoyilopon reckon, consider
AwBdopor maltreat

rétotog medium, moderate
undopds no one

val yea

o6uoloyEw agree with/to

ovivnue help, please, be available
60p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

003 rdg not anyone

00%0DY not so?; and so

modtd childish play

ToEoUEVe stay with ~remain
7Y somewhere, somehow

7ol whither? how long?
7oTEPOGg which, whichever of two
TpeoBedw be the elder, be an
ambassador

mpoBupia (D) zeal, alacrity ~fume
Tpooéyw direct to; think about
oxentéog thing to consider, one who
must consider

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oL XWEEW accede, concede
oopmoag (a) all together
oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune



oXed6v near, approximately at
~ischemia

teivw stretch, tend ~tense
Tipdo (1) honor, exalt

Tiutog honored, precious
Ttow honor, exalt

Tpoo1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
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T0ym fortune, act of a god
@adhog trifling

@Avoplo nonsense

@oo6vog sensible, prudent
@povtilw consider, ponder
xonotog usetul; brave, worthy
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practicable or possible; I beseech you therefore, Socrates, be persuaded by me,
and do as I say.

SOCRATES: Dear Crito, your zeal is invaluable, if a right one; but if wrong, the
greater the zeal the greater the danger; and therefore we ought to consider
whether I shall or shall not do as you say. For I am and always have
been one of those natures who must be guided by reason, whatever the
reason may be which upon reflection appears to me to be the best; and
now that this chance has befallen me, I cannot repudiate my own words: the
principles which I have hitherto honoured and revered I still honour, and
unless we can at once find other and better principles, I am certain not to
agree with you; no, not even if the power of the multitude could inflict many
more imprisonments, confiscations, deaths, frightening us like children with
hobgoblin terrors (compare Apol.). What will be the fairest way of considering
the question? Shall I return to your old argument about the opinions of
men? —we were saying that some of them are to be regarded, and others
not. Now were we right in maintaining this before I was condemned? And
has the argument which was once good now proved to be talk for the sake
of talking—mere childish nonsense? That is what I want to consider with
your help, Crito:—whether, under my present circumstances, the argument
appears to be in any way different or not; and is to be allowed by me or
disallowed. That argument, which, as I believe, is maintained by many
persons of authority, was to the effect, as I was saying, that the opinions
of some men are to be regarded, and of other men not to be regarded.

Now you, Crito, are not going to die to-morrow — at least, there is no human
probability of this, and therefore you are disinterested and not liable to be
deceived by the circumstances in which you are placed. Tell me then, whether
I am right in saying that some opinions, and the opinions of some men only,
are to be valued, and that other opinions, and the opinions of other men, are
not to be valued. I ask you whether I was right in maintaining this?

CRITO: Certainly.
SOCRATES: The good are to be regarded, and not the bad?
CRITO: Yes.

SOCRATES: And the opinions of the wise are good, and the opinions of the
unwise are evil?

CRITO: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And what was said about another matter? Is the pupil who
devotes himself to the practice of gymnastics supposed to attend to the praise
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and blame and opinion of every man, or of one man only — his physician or
trainer, whoever he may be?

CRITO: Of one man only.

SOCRATES: And he ought to fear the censure and welcome the praise of that
one only, and not of the many?

CRITO: Clearly so.

SOCRATES: And he ought to act and train, and eat and drink in the way
which seems good to his single master who has understanding, rather than
according to the opinion of all other men put together?

CRITO: True.

SOCRATES: And if he disobeys and disregards the opinion and approval of
the one, and regards the opinion of the many who have no understanding,
will he not suffer evil?

CRITO: Certainly he will.

SOCRATES: And what will the evil be, whither tending and what affecting,
in the disobedient person?

CRITO: Clearly, affecting the body; that is what is destroyed by the evil.

SOCRATES: Very good; and is not this true, Crito, of other things which we
need not separately enumerate? In questions of just and unjust, fair and foul,
good and evil, which are the subjects of our present consultation, ought we
to follow the opinion of the many and to fear them; or the opinion of the one
man who has understanding? ought we not to fear and reverence him more
than all the rest of the world: and if we desert him shall we not destroy and
injure that principle in us which may be assumed to be improved by justice
and deteriorated by injustice; —there is such a principle?

CRITO: Certainly there is, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Take a parallel instance: —if, acting under the advice of those
who have no understanding, we destroy that which is improved by health
and is deteriorated by disease, would life be worth having? And that which
has been destroyed is—the body?

CRITO: Yes.
SOCRATES: Could we live, having an evil and corrupted body?

CRITO: Certainly not.
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SOCRATES: And will life be worth having, if that higher part of man be
destroyed, which is improved by justice and depraved by injustice? Do we
suppose that principle, whatever it may be in man, which has to do with
justice and injustice, to be inferior to the body?

CRITO: Certainly not.
SOCRATES: More honourable than the body?
CRITO: Far more.

SOCRATES: Then, my friend, we must not regard what the many say of us:
but what he, the one man who has understanding of just and unjust, will
say, and what the truth will say. And therefore you begin in error when you
advise that we should regard the opinion of the many about just and unjust,
good and evil, honorable and dishonorable. —* Well,” some one will say, ‘but
the many can kill us.’

CRITO: Yes, Socrates; that will clearly be the answer.

SOCRATES: And it is true; but still I find with surprise that the old argument
is unshaken as ever. And I should like to know whether I may say the same
of another proposition —that not life, but a good life, is to be chiefly valued?

CRITO: Yes, that also remains unshaken.

SOCRATES: And a good life is equivalent to a just and honorable one —that
holds also?

CRITO: Yes, it does.

SOCRATES: From these premisses I proceed to argue the question whether I
ought or ought not to try and escape without the consent of the Athenians:
and if I am clearly right in escaping, then I will make the attempt; but if not,
I will abstain. The other considerations which you mention, of money and
loss of character and the duty of educating one’s children, are, I fear, only the
doctrines of the multitude, who would be as ready to restore people to life, if
they were able, as they are to put them to death—and with as little reason.
But now, since the argument has thus far prevailed, the only question which
remains to be considered is, whether we shall do rightly either in escaping
or in suffering others to aid in our escape and paying them in money and
thanks, or whether in reality we shall not do rightly; and if the latter, then
death or any other calamity which may ensue on my remaining here must
not be allowed to enter into the calculation.

CRITO: I think that you are right, Socrates; how then shall we proceed?
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SOCRATES: Let us consider the matter together, and
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oopmoag (a) all together

ouVOoxéw seem good also

ThELg -ewg (f) arrangement, military
unit

TNAixog of such an age
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do you either refute me if you can, and I will be convinced; or else cease, my
dear friend, from repeating to me that I ought to escape against the wishes of
the Athenians: for I highly value your attempts to persuade me to do so, but
I may not be persuaded against my own better judgment. And now please
to consider my first position, and try how you can best answer me.

CRITO: T will.

SOCRATES: Are we to say that we are never intentionally to do wrong, or
that in one way we ought and in another way we ought not to do wrong, or is
doing wrong always evil and dishonorable, as I was just now saying, and as
has been already acknowledged by us? Are all our former admissions which
were made within a few days to be thrown away? And have we, at our age,
been earnestly discoursing with one another all our life long only to discover
that we are no better than children? Or, in spite of the opinion of the many,
and in spite of consequences whether better or worse, shall we insist on the
truth of what was then said, that injustice is always an evil and dishonour to
him who acts unjustly? Shall we say so or not?

CRITO: Yes.
SOCRATES: Then we must do no wrong?
CRITO: Certainly not.

SOCRATES: Nor when injured injure in return, as the many imagine; for we
must injure no one at all? (E. g. compare Rep.)

CRITO: Clearly not.
SOCRATES: Again, Crito, may we do evil?
CRITO: Surely not, Socrates.

SOCRATES: And what of doing evil in return for evil, which is the morality
of the many —is that just or not?

CRITO: Not just.
SOCRATES: For doing evil to another is the same as injuring him?
CRITO: Very true.

SOCRATES: Then we ought not to retaliate or render evil for evil to any one,
whatever evil we may have suffered from him. But I would have you consider,
Crito, whether you really mean what you are saying. For this opinion has
never been held, and never will be held, by any considerable number of
persons; and those who are agreed and those who are not agreed upon this
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point have no common ground, and can only despise one another when they
see how widely they differ. Tell me, then, whether you agree with and assent
to my first principle, that neither injury nor retaliation nor warding off evil
by evil is ever right. And shall that be the premiss of our argument? Or do
you decline and dissent from this? For so I have ever thought, and continue
to think; but, if you are of another opinion, let me hear what you have to say.
If, however, you remain of the same mind as formerly, I will proceed to the
next step.

CRITO: You may proceed, for I have not changed my mind.

SOCRATES: Then I will go on to the next point, which may be put in the
form of a question: — Ought a man to do what he admits to be right, or ought
he to betray the right?

CRITO: He ought to do what he thinks right.

SOCRATES: But if this is true, what is the application? In leaving the prison
against the will of the Athenians, do I wrong any? or rather do I not wrong
those whom I ought least to wrong? Do I not desert the principles which
were acknowledged by us to be just—what do you say?

CRITO: I cannot tell, Socrates, for I do not know.

SOCRATES: Then consider the matter in this way: — Imagine that I am about
to play truant (you may call the proceeding by any name which you like), and
the laws and the government come and interrogate me: ‘Tell us, Socrates,’
they say; ‘what are you about? are you not going by an act of yours to
overturn us—the laws, and the whole state, as far as in you lies? Do you
imagine that a state can subsist and not be overthrown, in which the decisions
of law have no power, but are set aside and trampled upon by individuals?’
What will be our answer, Crito, to these and the like words? Any one, and
especially a rhetorician, will have a good deal to say on behalf of the law
which requires a sentence to be carried out. He will argue that this law
should not be set aside; and shall we reply, ‘Yes; but the state has injured us
and given an unjust sentence.” Suppose I say that?

CRITO: Very good, Socrates.

SOCRATES: ‘And was that our agreement with you?’ the law would answer;
‘or were you to abide by the sentence of the state?” And if I were to express my
astonishment at their words, the law would probably add: ‘Answer, Socrates,
instead of opening your eyes—you are in the habit of asking and answering
questions. Tell us,— What complaint have you to make against us which
justifies you in attempting to destroy us and the state? In the first place did
we not bring you into existence? Your father married your mother by our aid
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and begat you. Say whether you have any objection to urge against those of
us who regulate marriage?’ None, I should reply. ‘Or against those of us who
after birth regulate the nurture and education of children, in which you also
were trained? Were not the laws, which have the charge of education, right
in commanding your father to train you in music and gymnastic?’ Right, I
should reply. ‘Well then, since you were brought into the world and nurtured
and educated by us, can you deny in the first place that you are our child
and slave, as your fathers were before you? And if this is true you are not
on equal terms with us; nor can you think that you have a right to do to
us what we are doing to you. Would you have any right to strike or revile
or do any other evil to your father or your master, if you had one, because
you have been struck or reviled by him, or received some other evil at his
hands? —you would not say this? And because we think right to destroy
you, do you think that you have any right to destroy us in return, and your
country as far as in you lies? Will you, O professor of true virtue, pretend
that you are justified in this? Has a philosopher like you failed to discover
that our country is more to be valued and higher and holier far than mother
or father or any ancestor, and more to be regarded in the eyes of the gods
and of men of understanding? also to be soothed, and gently and reverently
entreated when angry, even more than a father, and either to be persuaded, or
if not persuaded, to be obeyed? And when we are punished by her, whether
with imprisonment or stripes, the punishment is to be endured in silence;
and if she lead us to wounds or death in battle, thither we follow as is right;
neither may any one yield or retreat or leave his rank, but whether in battle
or in a court of law, or in any other place, he must do what his city and his
country order him; or he must change their view of what is just: and if he
may do no violence to his father or mother, much less may he do violence to
his country.” What answer shall we make to this, Crito? Do the laws speak
truly, or do they not?

CRITO: I think that they do.

SOCRATES: Then the laws will say: ‘Consider, Socrates, if we are speaking
truly that in your present attempt you are going to do us an injury. For,
having brought you into the world, and nurtured and educated you, and
given you and every other citizen a share in every good which we had to
give, we further proclaim to any Athenian by the liberty which we allow him,
that if he does not like us when he has become of age and has seen the ways
of the city, and made our acquaintance, he may go where
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
aioypog shameful

aioyOvy (0) shame, dishonor
aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

axéopon heal, fix

axolooio debauchery

&AAooe elsewhere ~alien
Gpeivev comparative of dyofdc,
noble

avoyrélew force, compel

&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved
&vev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

&vonrog foolish

droyopeVw forbid; fail, be worn out
dmag once

amapéoxw appease

arataw to lie, trick ~apatosaurus
amodnuéw be absent, abroad
amodnuia foreign travel
GTodL3PAoKW escape

dmowxia colony

amolaVw have use, have a benefit
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
Gpa interrogative pcl

Gpéoxw please, satisfy; make
amends

doynuoy ugly, shameful

édrokio disorder

adMéw play (blow, toot)

oOAY courtyard

adALg -tog (f) roost, bivouac
aOAGg flute, tube, hollow

aOA®Y canyon, strait, canal
BopBopindg non-Greek

BePBatdw secure, confirm
BeBaiwotg -swg () confirmation,
warranty

Biae use force against, overcome
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Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BouBéw clash, clatter

ocimvoy meal, food

dcimvog meal, food

ScopwTELOY prison

StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
Staepdvtwg differently

Oxale judge

dweaotig -ob (m, 1) judge, juror
dtotxéw manage, keep house
otpOépa leather

d0VAsOW serve, be a slave
gBoournxovro 70

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
éxaoTote each time

éxeloe thither

EXTPEPW raise, rear

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gppevig continuously

Enpéve stay put, be faithful, fixed
gumodwy getting in the way
évoxeualwm get ready, dress in
évtpémtw heed ~trophy
eEapapTdve miss; err, do wrong
gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
g¢mBupée (D) wish, covet
émtBupio (D) desire, thing desired
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmvoéow intend

énttdoow enjoin; place near
gmutidcetog fit, suitable

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
edpevig kind

evvopéop.at be well ordered
edoYéow fete, feed well

gpinue (W) send at, let fly; mp: rush
at, spring upon ~jet

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
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fixtotog least; above all

N noise

Myog noise

Ozwpia spectator, contemplation
xa0amte attach; (mp) upbraid
xoA\oilw embellish, make up
»10w distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

xoopLog well-behaved

Avméw (D) annoy, distress

wéTny in vain, randomly
petoAdéoow change; exchange
vouLpog customary, legal, natural
opoloyia agreement, consent
ouoloyiy, agreement, consent
6ot to which place

0000w stand up

003étepog neither

oboio property; essence

Spehog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
moded raise; train

mopaBaive go with; transgress
~basis

TopaUEVE stay with ~remain
weprtiOnut put around, endow with
~thesis

TAnoLalew bring/be near; have sex
7ol whither? how long?
moltebw (1) be a free citizen
7éte when?

métepog which, whichever of two
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7od where?

npoatpéw produce; (m) prefer
mpotiOnuL set before ~thesis
TOTOTE Never

ox%eLY] equipment

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

otepéw steal, take

otpoteb® make an expedition, war,
campaign ~strategy

oOvept be with; have sex ~ion
ouvOxn combination; agreement
ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
oyfina -tog (n, 3) form, figure
TeExUNOLov sign; proof

Toivuy well, then

Towyd in thirds; triply

TLPAGG blind

vTépyopat go under

voBAémw look angrily
dmodeinvope (VD) show, trace out
vTodéyopot welcome, accept, suffer
~doctrine

vonyéopat lead the way

@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@oadlog trifling

@uy" flight, means of escape
~fugitive

XoAemolvew be violent, rage
XWAOg lame
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he pleases and take his goods with him. None of us laws will forbid him or
interfere with him. Any one who does not like us and the city, and who wants
to emigrate to a colony or to any other city, may go where he likes, retaining
his property. But he who has experience of the manner in which we order
justice and administer the state, and still remains, has entered into an implied
contract that he will do as we command him. And he who disobeys us is, as
we maintain, thrice wrong: first, because in disobeying us he is disobeying his
parents; secondly, because we are the authors of his education; thirdly, because
he has made an agreement with us that he will duly obey our commands;
and he neither obeys them nor convinces us that our commands are unjust;
and we do not rudely impose them, but give him the alternative of obeying
or convincing us; —that is what we offer, and he does neither.

‘These are the sort of accusations to which, as we were saying, you, Socrates,
will be exposed if you accomplish your intentions; you, above all other
Athenians.” Suppose now I ask, why I rather than anybody else? they
will justly retort upon me that I above all other men have acknowledged the
agreement. ‘There is clear proof,” they will say, ‘Socrates, that we and the
city were not displeasing to you. Of all Athenians you have been the most
constant resident in the city, which, as you never leave, you may be supposed
to love (compare Phaedr.). For you never went out of the city either to see
the games, except once when you went to the Isthmus, or to any other place
unless when you were on military service; nor did you travel as other men do.
Nor had you any curiosity to know other states or their laws: your affections
did not go beyond us and our state; we were your especial favourites, and you
acquiesced in our government of you; and here in this city you begat your
children, which is a proof of your satisfaction. Moreover, you might in the
course of the trial, if you had liked, have fixed the penalty at banishment; the
state which refuses to let you go now would have let you go then. But you
pretended that you preferred death to exile (compare Apol.), and that you
were not unwilling to die. And now you have forgotten these fine sentiments,
and pay no respect to us the laws, of whom you are the destroyer; and are
doing what only a miserable slave would do, running away and turning your
back upon the compacts and agreements which you made as a citizen. And
first of all answer this very question: Are we right in saying that you agreed
to be governed according to us in deed, and not in word only? Is that true
or not?” How shall we answer, Crito? Must we not assent?

CRITO: We cannot help it, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Then will they not say: ‘You, Socrates, are breaking the covenants
and agreements which you made with us at your leisure, not in any haste or
under any compulsion or deception, but after you have had seventy years to
think of them, during which time you were at liberty to leave the city, if we
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were not to your mind, or if our covenants appeared to you to be unfair.

‘You had your choice, and might have gone either to Lacedaemon or Crete,
both which states are often praised by you for their good government, or to
some other Hellenic or foreign state. Whereas you, above all other Athenians,
seemed to be so fond of the state, or, in other words, of us her laws (and
who would care about a state which has no laws?), that you never stirred
out of her; the halt, the blind, the maimed, were not more stationary in her
than you were. And now you run away and forsake your agreements. Not
so, Socrates, if you will take our advice; do not make yourself ridiculous by
escaping out of the city.

‘For just consider, if you transgress and err in this sort of way, what good will
you do either to yourself or to your friends? That your friends will be driven
into exile and deprived of citizenship, or will lose their property, is tolerably
certain; and you yourself, if you fly to one of the neighbouring cities, as, for
example, Thebes or Megara, both of which are well governed, will come to
them as an enemy, Socrates, and their government will be against you, and
all patriotic citizens will cast an evil eye upon you as a subverter of the laws,
and you will confirm in the minds of the judges the justice of their own
condemnation of you. For he who is a corrupter of the laws is more than
likely to be a corrupter of the young and foolish portion of mankind. Will
you then flee from well-ordered cities and virtuous men? and is existence
worth having on these terms? Or will you go to them without shame, and
talk to them, Socrates? And what will you say to them? What you say
here about virtue and justice and institutions and laws being the best things
among men? Would that be decent of you? Surely not. But if you go away
from well-governed states to Crito’s friends in Thessaly, where there is great
disorder and licence, they will be charmed to hear the tale of your escape
from prison, set off with ludicrous particulars of the manner in which you
were wrapped in a goatskin or some other disguise, and metamorphosed as
the manner is of runaways; but will there be no one to remind you that in
your old age you were not ashamed to violate the most sacred laws from
a miserable desire of a little more life? Perhaps not, if you keep them in a
good temper; but if they are out of temper you will hear many degrading
things; you will live, but how? —as the flatterer of all men, and the servant
of all men; and doing what? —eating and drinking in Thessaly, having gone
abroad in order that you may get a dinner. And where will be your fine
sentiments about justice and virtue? Say that you wish to live for the sake
of your children —you want to bring them up and educate them —will you
take them into Thessaly and deprive them of Athenian citizenship? Is this the
benefit which you will confer upon them? Or are you under the impression
that they will be better cared for and educated here if you are still alive,



174 KPITQN

although absent from them; for your friends will take care of them? Do you
fancy that if you are an inhabitant of Thessaly they will take care of them,
and if you are an inhabitant of the other world that they will not take care
of them? Nay; but if they who call themselves friends are good for anything,
they will —to be sure they will.

‘Listen, then, Socrates, to us who have brought you up. Think not of life
and children first, and of justice afterwards, but of justice first, that you may
be justified before the princes of the world below. For neither will you nor
any that belong to you be happier or holier or juster in this life, or happier
in another, if you do as Crito bids. Now you depart in innocence, a sufferer
and not a doer of evil; a victim, not of the laws, but of men. But if you go
forth, returning evil for evil, and injury for injury, breaking the covenants and
agreements which you have made with us, and wronging those whom you
ought least of all to wrong, that is to say, yourself, your friends, your country,
and us, we shall be angry with you while you live, and our brethren, the laws
in the world below, will receive you as an enemy; for they will know that you
have done your best to destroy us. Listen, then, to us and not to Crito.’

This, dear Crito, is the voice which I seem to hear murmuring in my ears, like
the sound of the flute in the ears of the mystic; that voice, I say, is humming in
my ears, and prevents me from hearing any other. And I know that anything
more which you may say will be vain. Yet speak, if you have anything to say.

CRITO: I have nothing to say, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Leave me then, Crito, to fulfil the will of God, and to follow
whither he leads.
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vocabulary

GYYEMA® carry a message, announce
~angel

6deig (@) fearless ~Deimos
GxpLPig () exact

&Ayewvog painful

avoyrélew force, compel
Gvoptpvioxo (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

avevenuéw shout; be honored
évoiyvopt (D) open

amoyyéAw announce, order,
promise ~angel

amayn lead away, back
~demagogue

amolapBave receive, recover, take
aside, cut off ~epilepsy

amtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&pTt at the same time

Go0evéw be weak, sick

doyohio business, being busy
dToTmog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

Bodew shout

YeAdow laugh, smile, laugh at
Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
doxpVw weep

deopog bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

OEoUTNPLOY prison

0edpo here, come here!
dnuootog public, the state

ot emphatic o1

dtéxetpon be in a condition
otaAAdoow exchange; differ;
reconcile

dtatpife (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

dtaepbvtwg differently

OATAQN

dieEgpyopot go through
Sunyéopon detail, describe
dLxaoTipLoy court

dig twice

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

efoetut go in; come in range; come
to mind ~ion

eloinue (mid) speed to ~jet
elw0a be accustomed, in the habit
géxdoTote each time

éxeloe thither

éxtpiBw (1) rub out

€\cog €A0D pity, mercy ~alms
gvdzxa eleven ~decimal
é¢vBupéopon (D) take to heart
évtawtdg cycle of a year

éviote sometimes

€vvoéw consider

évtelvo tauten ~tend
graxolovBéw chase; accrue
gretddy when, after

éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gmutidcetog fit, suitable
gmywotalem be locally habitual
ETLYDPLOG native

&rw (mid) follow, accompany; (act,
uncommon) handle, take care of
¢pfiog empty

EoTEPQ evening, west

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

Ewbev at first light

N0€wg pleasantly ~hedonism
Noovy pleasure

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Mg A0 (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Oowpdiorog wonderful

Ozwpio spectator, contemplation
OvpwpEo6g doorman, porter
tepevg -wg (m) priest ~hieroglyph
xotolopBave seize, understand,
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catch, overtake; (mp) happen
~epilepsy

»Aivn (1) bed, couch ~clinic
®OmTw beat, cut, strike

%xopv@i] peak, crown

AVTen distress

AuTTNPdg (D) painful, causing pain,
sad

neTaEd between

potpa portion, fate; (xatéd+) rightly
~Moira

vai yea

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1 yea

otxade homeward ~economics
olyopat come, go, leave, be gone
opb¢ same ~homoerotic

opod together

ouo6w unite ~homoerotic
0o0JOOg Not anyone

mébog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowdiov young child; slave

maAat long ago ~paleo

TN wrestling ~Pallas

méAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TopoYYEM® transmit; order,
summon, recommend, encourage
mopaylyvopat be beside, attend
~genus

Topoxadnpot sit near

mopinut dangle; pass over, allow
~jet

7evOéw grieve ~Nepenthe
mévBog -cog (n, 3) grief, misfortune
~Nepenthe

TePLUEveL wait for

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
TAnotlog near, neighboring
moinpa -tog (n, 3) work, deed
mtéte when?

rmpofupéopon (D) be eager
TpocayopeVw address, call by name
TPOGPWVEW speak to

Tpotepalog previous to

TEOUYA Stern

TOTOTE Never

caig clear, understandable
onélog -g0g (n, 3) leg ~scoliosis
0TéQw crown, put around
ouyxoapumte bend

oUAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
ouVVAaTTL join, partake; adjoin;
consult; fight ~haptic

ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
ouyvog long; many; extensive
o306y near, approximately at
~jischemia

ooA&lw have leisure

Topdoow mess things up ~trachea
televtaw bring about, finish

~apostle
toivuy well, then
Toté then ... now ...

7piBw (1) rub; (mid) be worn out
~tribulation

TOyn fortune, act of a god

vTaxoL® listen, reply ~acoustic
vmoAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@appoxoy drug, potion ~pharmacy
@ortaw go back and forth

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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ECHECRATES: Were you yourself, Phaedo, in the prison with Socrates on the
day when he drank the poison?

PHAEDO: Yes, Echecrates, I was.

ECHECRATES: I should so like to hear about his death. What did he say in
his last hours? We were informed that he died by taking poison, but no one
knew anything more; for no Phliasian ever goes to Athens now, and it is a
long time since any stranger from Athens has found his way hither; so that
we had no clear account.

PHAEDO: Did you not hear of the proceedings at the trial?

ECHECRATES: Yes; some one told us about the trial, and we could not
understand why, having been condemned, he should have been put to death,
not at the time, but long afterwards. What was the reason of this?

PHAEDO: An accident, Echecrates: the stern of the ship which the Athenians
send to Delos happened to have been crowned on the day before he was tried.

ECHECRATES: What is this ship?

PHAEDO: It is the ship in which, according to Athenian tradition, Theseus
went to Crete when he took with him the fourteen youths, and was the saviour
of them and of himself. And they were said to have vowed to Apollo at the
time, that if they were saved they would send a yearly mission to Delos. Now
this custom still continues, and the whole period of the voyage to and from
Delos, beginning when the priest of Apollo crowns the stern of the ship, is
a holy season, during which the city is not allowed to be polluted by public
executions; and when the vessel is detained by contrary winds, the time spent
in going and returning is very considerable. As I was saying, the ship was
crowned on the day before the trial, and this was the reason why Socrates lay
in prison and was not put to death until long after he was condemned.

ECHECRATES: What was the manner of his death, Phaedo? What was said
or done? And which of his friends were with him? Or did the authorities
forbid them to be present—so that he had no friends near him when he
died?

PHAEDO: No; there were several of them with him.

ECHECRATES: If you have nothing to do, I wish that you would tell me what
passed, as exactly as you can.

PHAEDO: I have nothing at all to do, and will try to gratify your wish. To
be reminded of Socrates is always the greatest delight to me, whether I speak
myself or hear another speak of him.
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ECHECRATES: You will have listeners who are of the same mind with you,
and I hope that you will be as exact as you can.

PHAEDO: I had a singular feeling at being in his company. For I could hardly
believe that I was present at the death of a friend, and therefore I did not
pity him, Echecrates; he died so fearlessly, and his words and bearing were so
noble and gracious, that to me he appeared blessed. I thought that in going
to the other world he could not be without a divine call, and that he would
be happy, if any man ever was, when he arrived there, and therefore I did
not pity him as might have seemed natural at such an hour. But I had not
the pleasure which I usually feel in philosophical discourse (for philosophy
was the theme of which we spoke). I was pleased, but in the pleasure there
was also a strange admixture of pain; for I reflected that he was soon to die,
and this double feeling was shared by us all; we were laughing and weeping
by turns, especially the excitable Apollodorus—you know the sort of man?

ECHECRATES: Yes.

PHAEDO: He was quite beside himself; and I and all of us were greatly
moved.

ECHECRATES: Who were present?

PHAEDO: Of native Athenians there were, besides Apollodorus, Critobulus
and his father Crito, Hermogenes, Epigenes, Aeschines, Antisthenes; likewise
Ctesippus of the deme of Paeania, Menexenus, and some others; Plato, if I am
not mistaken, was ill.

ECHECRATES: Were there any strangers?

PHAEDO: Yes, there were; Simmias the Theban, and Cebes, and Phaedondes;
Euclid and Terpison, who came from Megara.

ECHECRATES: And was Aristippus there, and Cleombrotus?
PHAEDO: No, they were said to be in Aegina.
ECHECRATES: Any one else?

PHAEDO: I think that these were nearly all.

ECHECRATES: Well, and what did you talk about?

PHAEDO: I will begin at the beginning, and endeavour to repeat the entire
conversation. On the previous days we had been in the habit of assembling
early in the morning at the court in which the trial took place, and which
is not far from the prison. There we used to wait talking with one another
until the opening of the doors (for they were not opened very early); then



184 OATAQN

we went in and generally passed the day with Socrates. On the last morning
we assembled sooner than usual, having heard on the day before when we
quitted the prison in the evening that the sacred ship had come from Delos,
and so we arranged to meet very early at the accustomed place. On our
arrival the jailer who answered the door, instead of admitting us, came out
and told us to stay until he called us. ‘For the Eleven,’ he said, ‘are now with
Socrates; they are taking off his chains, and giving orders that he is to die
to-day.” He soon returned and said that we might come in. On entering we
found Socrates just released from chains, and Xanthippe, whom you know,
sitting by him, and holding his child in her arms. When she saw us she
uttered a cry and said, as women will: ‘O Socrates, this is the last time that
either you will converse with your friends, or they with you.” Socrates turned
to Crito and said: ‘Crito, let some one take her home.” Some of Crito’s people
accordingly led her away, crying out and beating herself. And when she was
gone, Socrates, sitting up on the couch, bent and rubbed his leg, saying, as he
was rubbing: How singular is the thing called pleasure, and how curiously
related to pain, which might be thought to be the opposite of it; for they
are never present to a man at the same instant, and yet he who pursues
either is generally compelled to take the other; their bodies are two, but they
are joined by a single head. And I cannot help thinking that if Aesop had
remembered them, he would have made a fable about God trying to reconcile
their strife, and how, when he could not, he fastened their heads together;
and this is the reason why when one comes the other follows, as I know by
my own experience now, when after the pain in my leg which was caused by
the chain pleasure appears to succeed.

Upon this Cebes said: I am glad, Socrates, that you have mentioned the name
of Aesop.
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
éxon hearing ~acoustic

dAAote at another time ~alien
&Adyrotog inconsiderate, irrational
dAoyog without speech or reckoning
Gueivewy comparative of ayaddg,
noble

G&vepevvam research

&vonrog foolish

AtoA A& Gow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

armetféw disobey

amAdog single; simple ~haploid
amAow spread, unfold

amodnuéw be absent, abroad
amodnuia foreign travel
amTodL3paoxw® escape

dmoleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amoApuTave leave behind, fail
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
amoloyio verbal defense
dmomelpdopat try, try out
amopprrog forbidden, secret
dovopat get, win

&pbw plow ~arable

do@alvg safe, easy, steady, careful
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

&@pootow purify, atone

&y senseless, unthinking
~frenzy

Btélew use force on, violate

Btog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

deomotng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
3ebpo here, come here!

Jtouthw treat; live; arbitrate
dtaxsAsbopon give orders to,
encourage

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion

OATAQN

Stavoéw have in mind

dtavota a thought; intelligence
Staoxoméw consider from all angles
dLxaoTipLoy court

dweaotig -ob (m, 1) judge, juror
OLopdiw see clearly, distinguish
duoui] sunset

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

éxeloe thither

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

€Aev0gpog not enslaved

€v04.d< here, hither

€vvoéw consider

gviTvLog seen in dreams

€opt1 holiday, feast

¢mBupée (D) wish, covet
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
g¢mméuno send after, again, to,
besides

grniotapot know how, understand
~station

g¢moTdTg -ou (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

gmTAoow® enjoin; place near
Eoapou love, aor. fall in love; long
for, covet ~erotic

Eoopat ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

ebedmig -dog (m) hopeful
edepYétng -ov (m, 1) benefactor
nidopot be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

neépoa quietly, gently, slowly
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
Ocuitog legal, righteous

Ocpamein -ag service, tending
0w run, run for

Ovoia sacrifice

xo0ECopon act: set, seat; pass: sit
down, sit up
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»xa0fxw come down, (a day) to fall,
arrive; be proper

»xafinue () speed down upon; take
down ~jet

xaitol and yet; and in fact; although
%0wvog communal, ordinary

»xtipa -tog (n, 3) possession
Aoyilopoun reckon, consider

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
UéAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

petodidwpt give part of ~donate
pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
povotxy art, music

pruboroyéw (D) tell stories
ouoloyéw agree with/to

0VOETOTE never

od®0DY not so?; and so

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGAY wrestling ~Pallas

mdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Topaxsisvopot recommend,
encourage

TopaUEVe stay with ~remain
TOPEPYONOL Pass, escape
TePLULEVEL wait for

mhavog persuasive

moinua -tog (n, 3) work, deed
Tounrilg -00 (m, 1) maker, author
Towtég made, well-made ~poet
wolog what kind

méte when?

TPéTw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

npofupéopar (D) be eager
cpooiptoy prelude, introduction
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

TEONV recently
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TWTOTE Never

pdvvopt (D) strengthen; (pf pass) be
strong, eager, healthy

pwopat move nimbly, rush, stream
cavtod yourself

ca@g clear, understandable
onuoaive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

oxélog -g0g (n, 3) leg ~scoliosis
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

60@og skilled, clever, wise
ovyylyvoupot associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

o306V near, approximately at
~ischemia

6WEPOVEW be sane, moderate

Téyo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

Téyog -oug (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
teivw stretch, tend ~tense
Ttehevtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

THrepoy today

Ttuepeée (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been
attacked

Tpwpio (W) vengeance, punishment
Toivuy well, then

ToL60d¢e such

vroAauPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@06vog malice, envy

@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@ortaw go back and forth
@oovirog sensible, prudent

@povpa guard duty, a watch
XoAeToivew be violent, rage
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For it reminds me of a question which has been asked by many, and was
asked of me only the day before yesterday by Evenus the poet—he will be
sure to ask it again, and therefore if you would like me to have an answer
ready for him, you may as well tell me what I should say to him: —he wanted
to know why you, who never before wrote a line of poetry, now that you are
in prison are turning Aesop’s fables into verse, and also composing that hymn
in honour of Apollo.

Tell him, Cebes, he replied, what is the truth—that I had no idea of rivalling
him or his poems; to do so, as I knew, would be no easy task. But I wanted
to see whether I could purge away a scruple which I felt about the meaning of
certain dreams. In the course of my life [ have often had intimations in dreams
‘that I should compose music.” The same dream came to me sometimes in
one form, and sometimes in another, but always saying the same or nearly
the same words: ‘Cultivate and make music,” said the dream. And hitherto 1
had imagined that this was only intended to exhort and encourage me in the
study of philosophy, which has been the pursuit of my life, and is the noblest
and best of music. The dream was bidding me do what I was already doing,
in the same way that the competitor in a race is bidden by the spectators
to run when he is already running. But I was not certain of this, for the
dream might have meant music in the popular sense of the word, and being
under sentence of death, and the festival giving me a respite, I thought that it
would be safer for me to satisfy the scruple, and, in obedience to the dream, to
compose a few verses before I departed. And first I made a hymn in honour
of the god of the festival, and then considering that a poet, if he is really to
be a poet, should not only put together words, but should invent stories, and
that I have no invention, I took some fables of Aesop, which I had ready
at hand and which I knew —they were the first I came upon—and turned
them into verse. Tell this to Evenus, Cebes, and bid him be of good cheer;
say that I would have him come after me if he be a wise man, and not tarry;
and that to-day I am likely to be going, for the Athenians say that I must.

Simmias said: What a message for such a man! having been a frequent
companion of his I should say that, as far as I know him, he will never take
your advice unless he is obliged.

Why, said Socrates, —is not Evenus a philosopher?
I think that he is, said Simmias.

Then he, or any man who has the spirit of philosophy, will be willing to die,
but he will not take his own life, for that is held to be unlawful.

Here he changed his position, and put his legs off the couch on to the ground,
and during the rest of the conversation he remained sitting.
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Why do you say, enquired Cebes, that a man ought not to take his own life,
but that the philosopher will be ready to follow the dying?

Socrates replied: And have you, Cebes and Simmias, who are the disciples of
Philolaus, never heard him speak of this?

Yes, but his language was obscure, Socrates.

My words, too, are only an echo; but there is no reason why I should not
repeat what I have heard: and indeed, as I am going to another place, it is
very meet for me to be thinking and talking of the nature of the pilgrimage
which I am about to make. What can I do better in the interval between this
and the setting of the sun?

Then tell me, Socrates, why is suicide held to be unlawful? as I have certainly
heard Philolaus, about whom you were just now asking, affirm when he was
staying with us at Thebes: and there are others who say the same, although
I have never understood what was meant by any of them.

Do not lose heart, replied Socrates, and the day may come when you will
understand. I suppose that you wonder why, when other things which are
evil may be good at certain times and to certain persons, death is to be the
only exception, and why, when a man is better dead, he is not permitted to
be his own benefactor, but must wait for the hand of another.

Very true, said Cebes, laughing gently and speaking in his native Boeotian.

I admit the appearance of inconsistency in what I am saying; but there may
not be any real inconsistency after all. There is a doctrine whispered in secret
that man is a prisoner who has no right to open the door and run away; this
is a great mystery which I do not quite understand. Yet I too believe that the
gods are our guardians, and that we are a possession of theirs. Do you not
agree?

Yes, I quite agree, said Cebes.

And if one of your own possessions, an ox or an ass, for example, took the
liberty of putting himself out of the way when you had given no intimation of
your wish that he should die, would you not be angry with him, and would
you not punish him if you could?

Certainly, replied Cebes.

Then, if we look at the matter thus, there may be reason in saying that a man
should wait, and not take his own life until God summons him, as he is now
summoning me.
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Yes, Socrates, said Cebes, there seems to be truth in what you say. And yet
how can you reconcile this seemingly true belief that God is our guardian
and we his possessions, with the willingness to die which we were just now
attributing to the philosopher? That the wisest of men should be willing to
leave a service in which they are ruled by the gods who are the best of rulers,
is not reasonable; for surely no wise man thinks that when set at liberty he
can take better care of himself than the gods take of him. A fool may perhaps
think so—he may argue that he had better run away from his master, not
considering that his duty is to remain to the end, and not to run away from
the good, and that there would be no sense in his running away. The wise
man will want to be ever with him who is better than himself. Now this,
Socrates, is the reverse of what was just now said; for upon this view the wise
man should sorrow and the fool rejoice at passing out of life.

The earnestness of Cebes seemed to please Socrates. Here, said he, turning to
us, is a man who is always inquiring, and is not so easily convinced by the
first thing which he hears.

And certainly, added Simmias, the objection which he is now making does
appear to me to have some force. For what can be the meaning of a truly
wise man wanting to fly away and lightly leave a master who is better than
himselt? And I rather imagine that Cebes is referring to you; he thinks that
you are too ready to leave us, and too ready to leave the gods whom you
acknowledge to be our good masters.

Yes, replied Socrates; there is reason in what you say. And so you think that
I ought to answer your indictment as if I were in a court?

We should like you to do so, said Simmias.

Then I must try to make a more successful defence before you than I did
when before the judges. For I am quite ready to admit, Simmias and Cebes,
that I ought to be grieved at death, if I were not persuaded in the first place
that I am going to other gods who are wise and good (of which I am as
certain as I can be of any such matters), and secondly (though I am not so
sure of this last) to men departed, better than those whom I leave behind;
and therefore I do not grieve as I might have done, for I have good hope that
there is yet something remaining for the dead, and as has been said of old,
some far better thing for the good than for the evil.

But do you mean to take away your thoughts with you, Socrates? said
Simmias. Will you not impart them to us? —for they are a benefit in which
we too are entitled to share. Moreover, if you succeed in convincing us, that
will be an answer to the charge against yourself.
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I will do my best, replied Socrates.



196

vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
é&xon hearing ~acoustic

GxpLPig () exact

&ANOOL elsewhere, abroad
avoyrélew force, compel
dmahloy relief, escape
amaAlaEelw wish to get rid of
oA A&oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

GmoAVw loose, free from ~loose
&mtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

Gpo interrogative pcl

Gt (1) insult, dishonor
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

dppodiotog sexual

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at
JfjAog visible, conspicuous

onmov perhaps; is it not so?
OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtavoéw have in mind

otavora a thought; intelligence
dtatpifew (11) wear down, delay
~tribology

dtaepbvTwg differently

dwaotig -00 (m, 1) judge, juror
dig twice

€YYVg near

elmep if indeed

ENGytoTog smallest, shortest, fewest
gumodiog getting in the way
éviote sometimes

évtodba there, here

gvtipog (1) honored

¢Eamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
gowxotwg like; fairly
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éneldbv when, after

gmiTndedw practice, pursue
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
ebedmig -dog (m) hopeful

épamtw fasten upon ~haptic
¢@éAxw drag; (mid) influence
noovy pleasure

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
xtotog least; above all

Oavatdow Kkill ~euthanasia

0appéw be of good heart

0apoéw be of good heart

Ozpamein -ag service, tending
Ozppaive heat ~thermos

0zwpéw be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

0mpsdw hunt, fish ~fierce

tpariov toga, cloth

ioy0g -og (f) strength; body of troops
xo0opdg clean, pure

xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
xoAwTLopég showing off;
ornamentation

xotddAog manifest, visible
®vduveb encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

XOLVWVEW associate with

xowvwvio association

%OLW®VOg partner

utiiotg -og (f) chattels

AoyiCopon reckon, consider
Aoytopdg calculation

uéye0og -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

petéyw partake of

vai yea

vadg (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

0péyw hold out, offer, thrust ~reach
6000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up
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o0OOOg not anyone

00x0DY not so?; and so

obg obartog (n) ear

obola property; essence

St Bdewg () sight, view
~thanatopsis

méAot long ago ~paleo

TN wrestling ~Pallas

mhAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
mopaluTéw (D) trouble as well
mopatiOnut put near, put at risk
~thesis

Tounrilg -00 (m, 1) maker, author
TowTég made, well-made ~poet
métepog which, whichever of two
oty flight? ~petal

T0TOG potable

npoBupéopar (D) be eager
TPOGPEP® present; resemble; add
TOTOTE Never

coQg clear, understandable
otziov (L) grain, bread, food
~parasite

oxémropon look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxoTaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

omouvdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

oopmog (@) all together

obpeuL assent, concede
ouvdoxéw seem good also

o¥ed6v near, approximately at
~ischemia

O OMY] rest, leisure

Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
Teivw stretch, tend ~tense
Televtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

T (1) honor, exalt

Tot60d¢e such

Tplg 3 times

vyteta health

Omédnra -tog (n, 3) sandals
vmoAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@appoxov drug, potion ~pharmacy
@oadlog trifling

@lthocopéw philosophize, study
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving
@povtilw consider, ponder

Xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir
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But you must first let me hear what Crito wants; he has long been wishing
to say something to me.

Only this, Socrates, replied Crito: — the attendant who is to give you the poison
has been telling me, and he wants me to tell you, that you are not to talk
much, talking, he says, increases heat, and this is apt to interfere with the
action of the poison; persons who excite themselves are sometimes obliged to
take a second or even a third dose.

Then, said Socrates, let him mind his business and be prepared to give the
poison twice or even thrice if necessary; that is all.

I knew quite well what you would say, replied Crito; but I was obliged to
satisty him.

Never mind him, he said.

And now, O my judges, I desire to prove to you that the real philosopher has
reason to be of good cheer when he is about to die, and that after death he
may hope to obtain the greatest good in the other world. And how this may
be, Simmias and Cebes, I will endeavour to explain. For I deem that the true
votary of philosophy is likely to be misunderstood by other men; they do not
perceive that he is always pursuing death and dying; and if this be so, and
he has had the desire of death all his life long, why when his time comes
should he repine at that which he has been always pursuing and desiring?

Simmias said laughingly: Though not in a laughing humour, you have made
me laugh, Socrates; for I cannot help thinking that the many when they hear
your words will say how truly you have described philosophers, and our
people at home will likewise say that the life which philosophers desire is in
reality death, and that they have found them out to be deserving of the death
which they desire.

And they are right, Simmias, in thinking so, with the exception of the words
‘they have found them out’; for they have not found out either what is the
nature of that death which the true philosopher deserves, or how he deserves
or desires death. But enough of them:—Iet us discuss the matter among
ourselves: Do we believe that there is such a thing as death?

To be sure, replied Simmias.

Is it not the separation of soul and body? And to be dead is the completion
of this; when the soul exists in herself, and is released from the body and the
body is released from the soul, what is this but death?

Just so, he replied.
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There is another question, which will probably throw light on our present
inquiry if you and I can agree about it: — Ought the philosopher to care about
the pleasures—if they are to be called pleasures—of eating and drinking?

Certainly not, answered Simmias.
And what about the pleasures of love—should he care for them?
By no means.

And will he think much of the other ways of indulging the body, for example,
the acquisition of costly raiment, or sandals, or other adornments of the body?
Instead of caring about them, does he not rather despise anything more than
nature needs? What do you say?

I should say that the true philosopher would despise them.

Would you not say that he is entirely concerned with the soul and not with
the body? He would like, as far as he can, to get away from the body and to
turn to the soul.

Quite true.

In matters of this sort philosophers, above all other men, may be observed in
every sort of way to dissever the soul from the communion of the body.

Very true.

Whereas, Simmias, the rest of the world are of opinion that to him who has
no sense of pleasure and no part in bodily pleasure, life is not worth having;
and that he who is indifferent about them is as good as dead.

That is also true.

What again shall we say of the actual acquirement of knowledge? —is the
body, if invited to share in the enquiry, a hinderer or a helper? I mean to
say, have sight and hearing any truth in them? Are they not, as the poets are
always telling us, inaccurate witnesses? and yet, if even they are inaccurate
and indistinct, what is to be said of the other senses? —for you will allow
that they are the best of them?

Certainly, he replied.

Then when does the soul attain truth? —for in attempting to consider
anything in company with the body she is obviously deceived.

True.

Then must not true existence be revealed to her in thought, if at all?



204 OATAQN

Yes.

And thought is best when the mind is gathered into herself and none of these
things trouble her —neither sounds nor sights nor pain nor any pleasure, —
when she takes leave of the body, and has as little as possible to do with it,
when she has no bodily sense or desire, but is aspiring after true being?

Certainly.

And in this the philosopher dishonours the body; his soul runs away from
his body and desires to be alone and by herself?

That is true.

Well, but there is another thing, Simmias: Is there or is there not an absolute
justice?

Assuredly there is.

And an absolute beauty and absolute good?

Of course.

But did you ever behold any of them with your eyes?
Certainly not.

Or did you ever reach them with any other bodily sense? —and I speak not
of these alone, but of absolute greatness, and health, and strength, and of
the essence or true nature of everything. Has the reality of them ever been
perceived by you through the bodily organs? or rather, is not the nearest
approach to the knowledge of their several natures made by him who so
orders his intellectual vision as to have the most exact conception of the
essence of each thing which he considers?

Certainly.

And he attains to the purest knowledge of them who goes to each with the
mind alone, not introducing or intruding in the act of thought sight or any
other sense together with reason, but with the very light of the mind in her
own clearness searches into the very truth of each; he who has got rid, as far
as he can, of eyes and ears and, so to speak, of the whole body, these being
in his opinion distracting
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
a0poilw press close together; (mid)
muster

GANoOL elsewhere, abroad

&Moyiy disrespect, disregard;
unreason

&Aoyog without speech or reckoning
&vayxain of necessity, by force
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avomipmAnue fulfill, endure
~plethora

avdpeia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly
&vOpomivog human

arallaEelw wish to get rid of
GmoAAGoow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

dmodnuio foreign travel

&po. interrogative pcl

&pbw wear something out

&pTt at the same time

&oyoMio business, being busy
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

&rpandg drapmitod (f) trail
adTéoe to the very place
appoovvy folly ~frenzy

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yélotog laughable; joking

YvYorog born legitimate ~genus
octAia cowardice

deopéwm to chain

deop6g bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
otafaAhw throw across; slander
~ballistic

dtéixetpon be in a condition
dtavola a thought; intelligence
dovAsVw serve, be a slave
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gyyiyvopar live in ~genus

€0iCw accustom

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~wit

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

éxeloe thither

ExAV rescue from ~loose
éxmAoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

ExQépw carry off ~bear

EXWV willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gumipmanue fill with

éumodilw fetter, hinder

€vvoéw consider

¢mBupéw (D) wish, covet
é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
époaotig -od (m, 1) lover, fan
€paw desire sexually

£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
Eoyotog farthest, last

épante fasten upon ~haptic
Cirenotg —ewg (f) search, inquiry
noopat be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

nxteTog least; above all

firou truly; either, or

Ospitog legal, righteous
Ozpamein -ag service, tending
07pa hunt ~fierce

06pvBog noise, clamor

xafoipw clean

xo0opdg clean, pure

x&0apotg purification

xo0opdw look down ~panorama
xottot and yet; and in fact; although
xotoipw swoop; land
xotopdopot (ado) curse
*OWWVEW associate with

x6optog well-behaved

xthopot acquire, possess
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xtfioig -oc (f) chattels

Adotg -oc () a release ~loose
peletaw pursue, attend to, exercise
petépyopat seek, visit

undopod nowhere

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

vaig (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vooog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

oixéw inhabit ~economics
OAlYwPEw consider unimportant
OMYwpog careless of, disregarding
opntMéw (1) associate with ~homily
00060 stand up

o03op oD nowhere

00J3ETOTE never

00x0o0v not so?; and so

modixdg childlike; a darling
~pediatrician

méAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

TéAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Tovthroaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TovToyd everywhere

Tavtoyod everywhere; completely
wavtodamig of every kind, manifold
movtodanog of every kind, manifold
TavTwg by all means

TOPEPYONOL Pass, escape

méte when?

mpoBupéoparn (D) be eager
TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems
TpooninTw attack; befall; kow-tow
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command
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TTOEW scare

onpoive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

otbotg -ewg (f) placing; faction
ouvayeipw gather together ~agora
olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
cuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

G)OAY rest, leisure

ocw@Pocvyy discretion, moderation
Topdoow mess things up ~trachea
Topoyy upsetness, confusion
TEXUNOLov sign; proof

Televtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

TOLO6de such

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
OTEPPUYg overgrown; gigantic
bropévew stay behind, await
~remain

@Liopabig knowledge-loving
@LAoco@Ew philosophize, study
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving
@Avopia nonsense

@oBepog frightful, afraid

@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

xwpilw divide; distinguish, pull
down

xwolg separately; except, other than
~heir
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elements which when they infect the soul hinder her from acquiring truth
and knowledge—who, if not he, is likely to attain the knowledge of true
being?

What you say has a wonderful truth in it, Socrates, replied Simmias.

And when real philosophers consider all these things, will they not be led
to make a reflection which they will express in words something like the
following? ‘Have we not found,” they will say, ‘a path of thought which
seems to bring us and our argument to the conclusion, that while we are in
the body, and while the soul is infected with the evils of the body, our desire
will not be satisfied? and our desire is of the truth. For the body is a source of
endless trouble to us by reason of the mere requirement of food; and is liable
also to diseases which overtake and impede us in the search after true being:
it fills us full of loves, and lusts, and fears, and fancies of all kinds, and endless
foolery, and in fact, as men say, takes away from us the power of thinking
at all. Whence come wars, and fightings, and factions? whence but from the
body and the lusts of the body? wars are occasioned by the love of money,
and money has to be acquired for the sake and in the service of the body; and
by reason of all these impediments we have no time to give to philosophy;
and, last and worst of all, even if we are at leisure and betake ourselves to
some speculation, the body is always breaking in upon us, causing turmoil
and confusion in our enquiries, and so amazing us that we are prevented
from seeing the truth. It has been proved to us by experience that if we
would have pure knowledge of anything we must be quit of the body — the
soul in herself must behold things in themselves: and then we shall attain
the wisdom which we desire, and of which we say that we are lovers, not
while we live, but after death; for if while in company with the body, the soul
cannot have pure knowledge, one of two things follows — either knowledge
is not to be attained at all, or, if at all, after death. For then, and not till
then, the soul will be parted from the body and exist in herself alone. In this
present life, I reckon that we make the nearest approach to knowledge when
we have the least possible intercourse or communion with the body, and are
not surfeited with the bodily nature, but keep ourselves pure until the hour
when God himself is pleased to release us. And thus having got rid of the
foolishness of the body we shall be pure and hold converse with the pure,
and know of ourselves the clear light everywhere, which is no other than the
light of truth.” For the impure are not permitted to approach the pure. These
are the sort of words, Simmias, which the true lovers of knowledge cannot
help saying to one another, and thinking. You would agree; would you not?

Undoubtedly, Socrates.

But, O my friend, if this is true, there is great reason to hope that, going
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whither I go, when I have come to the end of my journey, I shall attain
that which has been the pursuit of my life. And therefore I go on my way
rejoicing, and not I only, but every other man who believes that his mind has
been made ready and that he is in a manner purified.

Certainly, replied Simmias.

And what is purification but the separation of the soul from the body, as I
was saying before; the habit of the soul gathering and collecting herself into
herself from all sides out of the body; the dwelling in her own place alone,
as in another life, so also in this, as far as she can;—the release of the soul
from the chains of the body?

Very true, he said.
And this separation and release of the soul from the body is termed death?
To be sure, he said.

And the true philosophers, and they only, are ever seeking to release the soul.
Is not the separation and release of the soul from the body their especial
study?

That is true.

And, as I was saying at first, there would be a ridiculous contradiction in men
studying to live as nearly as they can in a state of death, and yet repining
when it comes upon them.

Clearly.

And the true philosophers, Simmias, are always occupied in the practice of
dying, wherefore also to them least of all men is death terrible. Look at the
matter thus: —if they have been in every way the enemies of the body, and are
wanting to be alone with the soul, when this desire of theirs is granted, how
inconsistent would they be if they trembled and repined, instead of rejoicing
at their departure to that place where, when they arrive, they hope to gain
that which in life they desired —and this was wisdom —and at the same time
to be rid of the company of their enemy. Many a man has been willing to
go to the world below animated by the hope of seeing there an earthly love,
or wife, or son, and conversing with them. And will he who is a true lover
of wisdom, and is strongly persuaded in like manner that only in the world
below he can worthily enjoy her, still repine at death? Will he not depart
with joy? Surely he will, O my friend, if he be a true philosopher. For he
will have a firm conviction that there and there only, he can find wisdom in
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her purity. And if this be true, he would be very absurd, as I was saying, if
he were afraid of death.

He would, indeed, replied Simmias.

And when you see a man who is repining at the approach of death, is not
his reluctance a sufficient proof that he is not a lover of wisdom, but a lover
of the body, and probably at the same time a lover of either money or power,
or both?

Quite so, he replied.

And is not courage, Simmias, a quality which is specially characteristic of the
philosopher?

Certainly.

There is temperance again, which even by the vulgar is supposed to consist
in the control and regulation of the passions, and in the sense of superiority
to them — is not temperance a virtue belonging to those only who despise the
body, and who pass their lives in philosophy?

Most assuredly.

For the courage and temperance of other men, if you will consider them, are
really a contradiction.

How so?

Well, he said, you are aware that death is regarded by men in general as a
great evil.

Very true, he said.

And do not courageous men face death because they are afraid of yet greater
evils?

That is quite true.

Then all but the philosophers are courageous only from fear, and because
they are afraid; and yet that a man should be courageous from fear, and
because he is a coward, is surely a strange thing.
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
adoieoyéw () prattle

&dvvatog unable; impossible
atvicoopot hint, speak in riddles
aioypog shameful

axolacio debauchery

GAA&Gow trade, transform

&AA0Ozv from elsewhere ~alien
Gpeivev comparative of dyofdc,
noble

&pbyrog uninitiated

avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vdpsia courage

&vdpstog of a man, manly

&vbow accomplish, pass over,
complete

dmahloy relief, escape
dmaAlaEelow wish to get rid of
oA A&oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

Gméyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be
at some distance

amiotio disbelief, distrust
aroyiyvopou be taken away
amoAeine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
GroApmtdvw leave behind, fail
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
&moloyio verbal defense

Gpo interrogative pcl

&pety goodness, excellence
Gobsvijg weak

&téleoTog not accomplished,
fruitless ~apostle

oOEGVW strengthen

abEnotg -tog () growth

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BopPopog mud, filth

Boadvg slow, dull, late ~Sp.~gordo

OATAQN

yéveotg -cwg (f) source, origin
~genus

Yobv at least then

deomdtng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
3cbpo here, come here!

draxpive (1) separate, sort ~critic
StoapvBoroyéw (D) communicate
Stamétapon fly across, through
~petal

draoxeddvvope (D) scatter, disperse
Staoxoméw consider from all angles
SLépyopat pierce, traverse
dtxaooHvy justice

dwxasTig -0d (m, 1) judge, juror
eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

eite if, whenever; either/or
éxarepog each of two

éxPaive come forth, disembark
~basis

éxeloe thither

gAoxdg small; comp.: less ~light
€v0ade here, hither

€v0évde hence

éviayod in some places

gowxotwg like; fairly

gnetddy when, after

¢mbupéo (D) wish, covet

e0N0ng good-hearted; simple

{®ov being, animal; picture

ndovy pleasure

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Ozppaive heat ~thermos

ioxvpedg (D) strong, forceful, violent
xofalpw clean

xoOoppog cleansing, purification
xa&0apotg purification

x00s03w lie down

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xovlég smoke

xotoAAdoow exchange; make up
with
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#tvduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)

there is a danger that

xooptog well-behaved

AUTen distress

poxdptog blessed

retoED between

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

val yea

voptopa -tog (n, 3) institution;
current coin

oixéw inhabit ~economics
olunotg -ewg (f) habitation
olyopot come, go, leave, be gone
Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
0006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0000w stand up

00dapd0ev from no place
o03opod nowhere

obxovy certainly not

ob®0DY not so?; and so

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

maAat long ago ~paleo
ToAatdg old ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

TéAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TavToxod everywhere; completely
mopapvdio (0) encouragement,
consolation

Tadpog few ~paucity

71 somewhere, somehow
Thavog persuasive

TLTPAGHKL export, sell as a slave
~porno

mpooyiyvopot become ally to
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TPOoGNxw belong to, it beseems
oa@g clear, understandable
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

otepéw steal, take

ouyxpivew (1) combine; decree
cuvoBpoilw assemble, gather
ocw@Eovile calm, chasten

oW @EocVVY discretion, moderation
ocWEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
TEXUNOLoY sign; proof

Tehet] rite, festival

tehevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

toivuy well, then

Tot6od¢e such

0YWg sound, profitable ~hygiene
vroAauPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@avepdg visible, conspicuous
~photon

@adAog trifling

@0Oiw cause to perish, wane; (of
time) pass

@LAoco@éw philosophize, study
@utog natural

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

xwpeilw divide; distinguish, pull
down

YUY (D) breathe, blow ~psychology
®véopot buy
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Very true.

And are not the temperate exactly in the same case? They are temperate
because they are intemperate — which might seem to be a contradiction, but is
nevertheless the sort of thing which happens with this foolish temperance. For
there are pleasures which they are afraid of losing; and in their desire to keep
them, they abstain from some pleasures, because they are overcome by others;
and although to be conquered by pleasure is called by men intemperance, to
them the conquest of pleasure consists in being conquered by pleasure. And
that is what I mean by saying that, in a sense, they are made temperate
through intemperance.

Such appears to be the case.

Yet the exchange of one fear or pleasure or pain for another fear or pleasure or
pain, and of the greater for the less, as if they were coins, is not the exchange
of virtue. O my blessed Simmias, is there not one true coin for which all
things ought to be exchanged? —and that is wisdom; and only in exchange
for this, and in company with this, is anything truly bought or sold, whether
courage or temperance or justice. And is not all true virtue the companion
of wisdom, no matter what fears or pleasures or other similar goods or evils
may or may not attend her? But the virtue which is made up of these goods,
when they are severed from wisdom and exchanged with one another, is a
shadow of virtue only, nor is there any freedom or health or truth in her;
but in the true exchange there is a purging away of all these things, and
temperance, and justice, and courage, and wisdom herself are the purgation
of them. The founders of the mysteries would appear to have had a real
meaning, and were not talking nonsense when they intimated in a figure long
ago that he who passes unsanctified and uninitiated into the world below will
lie in a slough, but that he who arrives there after initiation and purification
will dwell with the gods. For ‘many,” as they say in the mysteries, ‘are the
thyrsus-bearers, but few are the mystics,” —meaning, as I interpret the words,
‘the true philosophers.’ In the number of whom, during my whole life, I have
been seeking, according to my ability, to find a place; — whether I have sought
in a right way or not, and whether I have succeeded or not, I shall truly know
in a little while, if God will, when I myself arrive in the other world —such
is my belief. And therefore I maintain that I am right, Simmias and Cebes, in
not grieving or repining at parting from you and my masters in this world, for
I believe that I shall equally find good masters and friends in another world.
But most men do not believe this saying; if then I succeed in convincing you
by my defence better than I did the Athenian judges, it will be well.

Cebes answered: I agree, Socrates, in the greater part of what you say. But in
what concerns the soul, men are apt to be incredulous; they fear that when
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she has left the body her place may be nowhere, and that on the very day of
death she may perish and come to an end —immediately on her release from
the body, issuing forth dispersed like smoke or air and in her flight vanishing
away into nothingness. If she could only be collected into herself after she
has obtained release from the evils of which you are speaking, there would
be good reason to hope, Socrates, that what you say is true. But surely it
requires a great deal of argument and many proofs to show that when the
man is dead his soul yet exists, and has any force or intelligence.

True, Cebes, said Socrates; and shall I suggest that we converse a little of the
probabilities of these things?

I am sure, said Cebes, that I should greatly like to know your opinion about
them.

I reckon, said Socrates, that no one who heard me now, not even if he were
one of my old enemies, the Comic poets, could accuse me of idle talking about
matters in which I have no concern: —If you please, then, we will proceed
with the inquiry.

Suppose we consider the question whether the souls of men after death are
or are not in the world below. There comes into my mind an ancient doctrine
which affirms that they go from hence into the other world, and returning
hither, are born again from the dead. Now if it be true that the living come
from the dead, then our souls must exist in the other world, for if not, how
could they have been born again? And this would be conclusive, if there were
any real evidence that the living are only born from the dead; but if this is
not so, then other arguments will have to be adduced.

Very true, replied Cebes.

Then let us consider the whole question, not in relation to man only, but in
relation to animals generally, and to plants, and to everything of which there
is generation, and the proof will be easier. Are not all things which have
opposites generated out of their opposites? I mean such things as good and
evil, just and unjust—and there are innumerable other opposites which are
generated out of opposites. And I want to show that in all opposites there is
of necessity a similar alternation; I mean to say, for example, that anything
which becomes greater must become greater after being less.

True.

And that which becomes less must have been once greater and then have
become less.

Yes.



224 OATAQN

And the weaker is generated from the stronger, and the swifter from the
slower.

Very true.
And the worse is from the better, and the more just is from the more unjust.
Of course.

And is this true of all opposites? and are we convinced that all of them are
generated out of opposites?

Yes.

And in this universal opposition of all things, are there not also two
intermediate processes which are ever going on, from one to the other
opposite, and back again; where there is a greater and a less there is also
an intermediate process of increase and diminution, and that which grows is
said to wax, and that which decays to wane?

Yes, he said.

And there are many other processes, such as division and composition, cooling
and heating, which equally involve a passage into and out of one another.
And this necessarily holds of all opposites, even though not always expressed
in words — they are really generated out of one another, and there is a passing
or process from one to the other of them?

Very true, he replied.

Well, and is there not an opposite of life, as sleep is the opposite of waking?
True, he said.

And what is it?

Death, he answered.

And these, if they are opposites, are generated the one from the other, and
have there their two intermediate processes also?
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&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&3dVvatog unable; impossible
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
Gpeivorv comparative of dyofdc,
noble

avayxotlog coerced, coercing, slavery
dvoxdpmte bend; return
avoptpuvioxw (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

aveyeipw awaken

av0pdTvog human
avtamodidmwyut give in exchange
amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

amédetElg -cwg (f) acceptance; (Ion)
showing

&po interrogative pcl

Yéveotg -ewg (f) source, origin
~genus

oMmov perhaps; is it not so?
Sraxpive (1) separate, sort ~critic
dtavolax a thought; intelligence
eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eimep if indeed

elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
Evetpt be in ~ion

EVoEw consider

gvvora thought

gvtodOa there, here

¢Eamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
émtoxoméw look upon, inspect
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

gmiotu skill, knowledge
gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
¢paotig -0d (m, 1) lover, fan
g€owThw ask about something
épiotnu set; (mp) come/be near,
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direct, stop ~station

Oopa thickly

tpatiov toga, cloth

»00sH3w lie down

xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
xopsy a bend, turn
xotodapldve sleep, lie down to
sleep

xoatovtxpd (10) right down from
®OTNYOPEW accuse; indicate
%xVxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

Afjpog idle talk

Aopa lyre

pretodopféve share in; swap
pnyxovy machine; mechanism, way
uvpiog (0) 10,000 ~myriad

vai yea

vadg () temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

60sv whence

6uoloyew agree with/to

opog same ~homoerotic

ouod together

opéw unite ~homoerotic

60006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0o0dapod nowhere

00%0DY not so?; and so

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

modixog childlike; a darling
~pediatrician

Tovtdraoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tavtwg by all means
Topaylyvopat be beside, attend
~genus

Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

7Y somewhere, somehow

77} where? how?

Toln grass
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molog what kind Televtdw bring about, finish
76te when? ~apostle

oo@ig clear, understandable Toivuy well, then

oxénropont look, look at, watch Totéede such

~skeptic vroAapPave take under one’s
oxoméw behold, consider support, seize; speak up; imagine
ovyxpive (1) combine; decree ~epilepsy

oLYVdoxéw seem good also boptpuvNoxre remind of
6(@6dpa very much ~mnemonic

oXed6v near, approximately at @Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~ischemia ~physics

oxire -tog (n, 3) form, figure X®wAdg lame

TEXUNOELOY sign; proof ®oadtwg in the same way
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Of course.

Now, said Socrates, I will analyze one of the two pairs of opposites which
I have mentioned to you, and also its intermediate processes, and you shall
analyze the other to me. One of them I term sleep, the other waking. The
state of sleep is opposed to the state of waking, and out of sleeping waking
is generated, and out of waking, sleeping; and the process of generation is in
the one case falling asleep, and in the other waking up. Do you agree?

I entirely agree.

Then, suppose that you analyze life and death to me in the same manner. Is
not death opposed to life?

Yes.

And they are generated one from the other?
Yes.

What is generated from the living?

The dead.

And what from the dead?

I can only say in answer —the living.

Then the living, whether things or persons, Cebes, are generated from the
dead?

That is clear, he replied.
Then the inference is that our souls exist in the world below?
That is true.

And one of the two processes or generations is visible—for surely the act of
dying is visible?

Surely, he said.

What then is to be the result? Shall we exclude the opposite process? And
shall we suppose nature to walk on one leg only? Must we not rather assign
to death some corresponding process of generation?

Certainly, he replied.

And what is that process?
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Return to life.

And return to life, if there be such a thing, is the birth of the dead into the
world of the living?

Quite true.

Then here is a new way by which we arrive at the conclusion that the living
come from the dead, just as the dead come from the living; and this, if true,
affords a most certain proof that the souls of the dead exist in some place out
of which they come again.

Yes, Socrates, he said; the conclusion seems to flow necessarily out of our
previous admissions.

And that these admissions were not unfair, Cebes, he said, may be shown, I
think, as follows: If generation were in a straight line only, and there were
no compensation or circle in nature, no turn or return of elements into their
opposites, then you know that all things would at last have the same form
and pass into the same state, and there would be no more generation of them.

What do you mean? he said.

A simple thing enough, which I will illustrate by the case of sleep, he replied.
You know that if there were no alternation of sleeping and waking, the tale
of the sleeping Endymion would in the end have no meaning, because all
other things would be asleep, too, and he would not be distinguishable from
the rest. Or if there were composition only, and no division of substances,
then the chaos of Anaxagoras would come again. And in like manner, my
dear Cebes, if all things which partook of life were to die, and after they were
dead remained in the form of death, and did not come to life again, all would
at last die, and nothing would be alive—what other result could there be?
For if the living spring from any other things, and they too die, must not all
things at last be swallowed up in death? (But compare Republic.)

There is no escape, Socrates, said Cebes; and to me your argument seems to
be absolutely true.

Yes, he said, Cebes, it is and must be so, in my opinion; and we have not
been deluded in making these admissions; but I am confident that there truly
is such a thing as living again, and that the living spring from the dead, and
that the souls of the dead are in existence, and that the good souls have a
better portion than the evil.

Cebes added: Your favorite doctrine, Socrates, that knowledge is simply
recollection, if true, also necessarily implies a previous time in which we have
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learned that which we now recollect. But this would be impossible unless our
soul had been in some place before existing in the form of man; here then is
another proof of the soul’s immortality.

But tell me, Cebes, said Simmias, interposing, what arguments are urged in
favour of this doctrine of recollection. I am not very sure at the moment that
I remember them.

One excellent proof, said Cebes, is afforded by questions. If you put a question
to a person in a right way, he will give a true answer of himself, but how
could he do this unless there were knowledge and right reason already in
him? And this is most clearly shown when he is taken to a diagram or to
anything of that sort. (Compare Meno.)

But if, said Socrates, you are still incredulous, Simmias, I would ask you
whether you may not agree with me when you look at the matter in another
way;—1 mean, if you are still incredulous as to whether knowledge is
recollection.

Incredulous, I am not, said Simmias; but I want to have this doctrine of
recollection brought to my own recollection, and, from what Cebes has said,
I am beginning to recollect and be convinced; but I should still like to hear
what you were going to say.

This is what I would say, he replied: — We should agree, if I am not mistaken,
that what a man recollects he must have known at some previous time.

Very true.

And what is the nature of this knowledge or recollection? I mean to ask,
Whether a person who, having seen or heard or in any way perceived
anything, knows not only that, but has a conception of something else which
is the subject, not of the same but of some other kind of knowledge, may not
be fairly said to recollect that of which he has the conception?

What do you mean?

I mean what I may illustrate by the following instance: — The knowledge of
a lyre is not the same as the knowledge of a man?

True.

And yet what is the feeling of lovers when they recognize a lyre, or a garment,
or anything else which the beloved has been in the habit of using? Do not
they, from knowing the lyre, form in the mind’s eye an image of the youth
to whom the lyre belongs? And this is recollection. In like manner any one
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who sees Simmias may remember Cebes; and there are endless examples of
the same thing.

Endless, indeed, replied Simmias.

And recollection is most commonly a process
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vocabulary

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
dAAoOev from elsewhere ~alien
avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avodappave take up, recover,
resume

avoptuviioxe (+2 acce) remind
someone ~mnemonic

avoépw bring up ~bear
é&vop.orog different, dissimilar
&mofBol] loss, jettisoning

armte set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&po interrogative pcl

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

ONA6w show, disclose

ofmov perhaps; is it not so?

gite if, whenever; either/or
éxaoTote each time

éxetoe thither

évdeig inadequate

évdiw tie to, entangle; lack

éviote sometimes

€vvoéw consider

gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

gmioTu skill, knowledge
gowTdw ask about something
épiotnu set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

fitou truly; either, or

dg @6 (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
todtng -tog (f, 3) equality,
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impartiality

A0y forgetting ~Lethe

At@=og made of stone ~monolith
AiBog (f) stone ~monolith

AVpa lyre

vai yea

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

EbMov piece of wood ~xylophone
oixetog household, familiar, proper
opotétyg -tog (f, 3) resemblance
onoloyéw agree with/to

Opewe anyway, nevertheless

0péyw hold out, offer, thrust ~reach
6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

003apdg not anyone

0bx®0DY not so?; and so

Odg Bewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

Tovtdmaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tavtwg by all means

TAnoLalew bring/be near; have sex
760ev from where?

mtéte when?

TPoepéw say beforehand
npoBupéopar () be eager
TPOAEYw prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

mpooda foresee

TPOGEoLxa resemble

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oopmog (@) all together

@oabdlog trifling






238

OAIAQN

Mavv pév otw, épn.

T3¢ 7) &8s €oTw lmrmov yeypapuuévov iddvTa kal AUpav yeypauuévny
avlpdimov avapvnolijvar, kai Zwpiav 30vTa yeypauuevor kéfnros
avauvnobival;

IMavv ye.

Odkotv  kal  Zwpilav ddvra yeypauuévov avTod  Zyuulov

avapvnobijvac;

"Eoti pévror, €d.

5 s 5 > \ ’ ~ , \ 5 g 5 \ s o>
Ap’ odv 00 kaTa wavTa TabTa ovuPaiver TY avduvnow elvat pév ad
e / 3 \ P S / .

opolwy, €lvar 8¢ Kal Ao AVouoiwY;

ZvpBaiver.

WAy s e, , , s s
AN Stav ye dmd TV opolwv dvauuviioknyTal Tis T, 4P 0lK
avaykalov T6de TPOOTATYEW, EVVOELY €iTe TL EN\elTeL TODTO KATA TNV

opoldTTa €iTe Wi €xelvov ol aveuviobn;

Avdykn, €.

Zkomer 87, 7 & bs, el TalTa oUTtws €xel. ¢aucv mov 1L elvar loov,

ov Edhov Aéyw EvAw 00dé Aibov Alflw 008 dANo Tdv TowolTwy 00déy,

> \ \ ~ ’ |4 7 3 \ \ v ~ 7 ol N

aA\a Tapa TaUTA TAVTA €TEPOV T, AUTO TO OOV pOduév Tu elvar 1)
LA

pundév;

DOdpev pévrow vy AL, épy o Zwpias, fovpaoTds ve.

"H kat émorduela avrod 6 éoTw;

[dvv ye, 7 & bs.

[Id0ev Aafdvres avTod Ty émomiuny; ap’ odk €€ dv vuvdr éNéyoper, 1)
E0ha 7 Albovs 1) dA\a d77a iddvTes loa, €k ToUTWY €xelvo évevofoauey,
e " ’ n > o ’ ’ ’ \ \ ~ R
€Tepov Ov ToUTWY; 1) 0VX €TEPdV ool PpaiveTar; orkdmeL O kal THde. Ap

> /4 \ 4 \ ’ > 7/ > \ ~ \ 4 7 ~
ov Alfou pev toou kal E0ha éviote TavTa SvTa T4 pév loa palverar, T®

S ot



OAIAQN

Mavv pév ovv.
FQ2 3 \ > % % ’ S 7 N e > g 1 > ’ .
T 8¢é; avra Ta loa éoTw 61e dviod oou €pdrn, 7) 1) lodTys” avooTys;
> ’ ’ 3 7
OvdemrddmoTé ye, d LdkparTes.
N S ST .y S s sy
09 ravTov dpa éotiv, 7 & 6s, Tabrd Te Ta loa kal avTO TO OOV,
S , 55 s
O0dauds pot palverar, d Lddkpares.

ANY S N s / >y Ay <, v > -
AMa unv €k TouTwy Y, €, TV lowv, €Tépwr dvTwY €kelvov ToD

{oov, Suws avTod TV EmMOTNUNY EVverdnkds Te kal elAndas;
ANnbéorara, Epn, Aéyes.
Odkobv 7) duolov dvTos TovTOLS 7 Avouolov;
,
[Mavv vye.

Awadéper 5€ ye, 7} & 8s, 0vdév: €ws dv dANo Bwv dmo TavTns TiS
Sirews dANo évvorjoys, elte Suowov elte dvduowov, dvaykaiov, €,

adTO avduvmow yeyovévad.
’ \ o)
Mavv pév ovw.

IQ . 5 QS o 5 ’ ’ ~ \ s . ’ e
Ti8é; 7 & 6s* ) mdoyouév TL TowolTov TEpl Ta €v Tols EVAots Te kal ols
vuvdy éXéyouer Tols loots; apa dalveTar Nuiv oUTws loa elvar Homep
adTo TO O €0Tw, 7) €Vl TL éxelvov T@ TowobTOV €lvar olov TO ooV, 1)
00dév;
Kal mo)d ye, €pn, évdet.
3 ~ 13 ~ (%4 ’ 3 \ 3 ’ ¢/ ’ \
Odkotv ouoloyobuev, Stav Tis Tu dowv évvorjon 6Tt BolleTar pev
T N S Ay N PP CU
70070 O VOV €yw 0pd elvar olov dANo TL TAV SvTwy, evdel O¢ kal
Ny H . P sy ,
ov Svvaral TowobTov elvar loov olov éketvo, dAN €oTw ¢avAdTepov,

avaykalov mov TOV ToUTO €vvoolvTa TUXElY TPOoelddTa Exelvo @ Pnow

- . T , oy
alTO TpoceEowévaL Léy, EvdeeaTépws O¢ Exew;

Avdykn.

! equality, impartiality

239



240

OAIAQN

T¢ 0dv; 70 TowolTov memdvlauer kal nuets 7) od mepl Te Ta {oa kal avTO

\
70 loov;
HMavrdmaot ye.

Avaykatov dpa Nuds mpoedévar To {oov mpo €xelvov ToD Xpovov OTe
TO TP@TOV ddVTES TA oA Evevojoauer 6TL OpéyeTal uev TavTa TAUTA

o T \ b4 \ 3 ’
elvat ofov 70 loov, éxel B¢ €vdeecoTépws.
"Eot Tadra.

AN\a pnv kal T68e opoloyoiuer, ury dAolev adTod évvevonkévar unde
duvatdv elvar évvoijoar AN 1) éx Tob detv 1) dibaclal 1) €k Twos dAAys

sy RN - ,
1@V alofjoewyv: TadTov 8¢ mdvra TaiTa Aéyw.
Tadrov yap éorw, @ Xddkpartes, mpds ye 6 BovAeTar dnpAdoat o Adyos.

ANa pév &) €k ye 7w aiothjoewv det évvoijoar 8Tt mdvTa Ta €v Tals
alothjoeow éxelvov Te opéyerar Tob 6 €oTw loov, kal avTod évdeéoTepd

N SN .

€oTw’ 1) TS Aéyouer;
"

Otrws.

[Ipd 108 dpa dpfaclar Nuds opdv kal axovew kal TaA\a aloBdvecbar
TUXEW €deL oV elAnpOTas EémoTHuNY avTod Tob loov OTL éoTw, €l
EuéN\oper Ta €k TV alohjoewy loa éxeloe avoloew, 6Tt mpolvueiTar

pev TdvTa TowadT €lvat olov €xketvo, E0Tw d¢ avTol PavAdTepa.
B ’ > ~ ’ 5 ’
Avdykn éx TV mpoelpnuévwr, & Ldrpares.

s , s\ e, sy N
Odkoty yevduevor evdis €wpduéy Te kal nrovouer kol Tas dA\as

atobnoes elyouev;

[Mavv vye.

"Edet 8¢ ye, papév, mpd TovTwy v Tob loov émomiuny etAndévay;
Nai.

\ / M ¢y s L s ,
[pw yevéolar dpa, ws éowev, avaykn nuiv adTiy eiAndévar.



OAIAQN

"Eouwkev.

S . s N y o
Odkotv e pev AafBdvres avmyv mpd Tob yevéolar Exovtes €yevduela,
, , N , N . . N
nmotduela kal mpw yevéolar kal evdls yevduevor ov udvov To ioov
\ \ ~ \ \ ¥ > \ \ ’ \ ~ 3 \
kat 70 petlov kat 76 ENaTTor dAAG Kal oVuTavTa TA TowbTa; ov yap
N I T T Sy S SN SRR -
TEPL TOU {00V VOV 0 AGY0S MUV UAAAOV Tt 7] Kal TTEPL aUTOD TOD KAAOD
\ 3 ~ ~ > ~ \ ’ \ 3 ’ ’ (% ’ \
kat adTod Tod ayabod kai ducalov kal oclov kal, Smep Aéyw, Tepl
e ’ 5 > ’ \ > AN D ~ > ’
amdvrov ofs émodpayldueda 6 adTd 6 €oTt kal év Tals épwTiioecty
EPWTOVTES Kal €V TAlS ATOKPIOETLY ATOKPWOUEVOL. (DOTE AV yKaloV

MUY TOUTWY TAVTWY TAS €moTiuas mpo 170D yevéolar elAndéva.
"Eot Tabra.

2
Kal el pév ye Aafidvres exdotore” un emhehjoueda, eiddTas ael
, N N .
ylyveolar kai det dua Blov eidévar 76 yap eldévar TodT €oTw, Aafdvra
, , y N S s 3
TOU €moTiuny Exew kol w) dmolwlexévar 3 od TobTo Nijfnv

Nyopev, @ Zyupla, émoriuns amoBolijv;
Mavrws dnmov, épn, d Lokpares.

El 8¢ ye oluar AaBdvres mpw yevéolar yryvduevor amwAéoapev,
UoTepov 8¢ Tals alobhjoeot ypduevor mepl avTa  €xkelvas
avadaufdvouev Tas émoTiuas ds mwoTe kal mPW elxouer, ap’
ovy 0 kaloluer pavldvew oikelav dv émomiuny avalaufBdvew eim;

N , , , , VPSRN
TotT0 8¢ Tov dvauuvyorectar Aéyovtes dplads Av Aéyouuev;
IMavv ye.

\ \ A\ ~ 7’ > 7’ 5> ’ ’ N > 7 N > ’

AvvaTov yap 87 7007 ye épdvn, aioBduevdy Tu ) iddvTa 7 akovoavTa
” y Y , v sy » o
7 Twa dA\v alonow AafBdvra €repdv Tv amd TodTov €wvoijoar O
Ny PV s e 4o A w oo .
émeNéA\noTo, @ TobTo émAnolalev™ dvduowov Ov 1) & Suowov' KoTe,
o . o v , , sy , \
Smep Aéyw, dvotv Odrepa, 1ol émoTduevol ye adTa yeydvauer kai
, , Y , £ o o , 2o
emotdpeda dua Blov mdvTes, 7 ToTepov, ols pauer pavldvew, oddev

aAX’ 7} avappvijorkovTal obTol, kal 1 udbnots dvduvmots v ei).

Kai udAa o) oUTws éxet, 1) Xakpares.

2 each time 3 forgetting * bring/be near; have sex

241



242 OATAQN

of recovering that which has been already forgotten through time and
inattention.

Very true, he said.

Well; and may you not also from seeing the picture of a horse or a lyre
remember a man? and from the picture of Simmias, you may be led to
remember Cebes?

True.
Or you may also be led to the recollection of Simmias himself?
Quite so.

And in all these cases, the recollection may be derived from things either like
or unlike?

It may be.

And when the recollection is derived from like things, then another
consideration is sure to arise, which is— whether the likeness in any degree
falls short or not of that which is recollected?

Very true, he said.

And shall we proceed a step further, and affirm that there is such a thing as
equality, not of one piece of wood or stone with another, but that, over and
above this, there is absolute equality? Shall we say so?

Say so, yes, replied Simmias, and swear to it, with all the confidence in life.
And do we know the nature of this absolute essence?
To be sure, he said.

And whence did we obtain our knowledge? Did we not see equalities of
material things, such as pieces of wood and stones, and gather from them the
idea of an equality which is different from them? For you will acknowledge
that there is a difference. Or look at the matter in another way: — Do not the
same pieces of wood or stone appear at one time equal, and at another time
unequal?

That is certain.

But are real equals ever unequal? or is the idea of equality the same as of
inequality?

Impossible, Socrates.
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Then these (so-called) equals are not the same with the idea of equality?
I should say, clearly not, Socrates.

And yet from these equals, although differing from the idea of equality, you
conceived and attained that idea?

Very true, he said.
Which might be like, or might be unlike them?
Yes.

But that makes no difference; whenever from seeing one thing you conceived
another, whether like or unlike, there must surely have been an act of
recollection?

Very true.

But what would you say of equal portions of wood and stone, or other material
equals? and what is the impression produced by them? Are they equals in
the same sense in which absolute equality is equal? or do they fall short of
this perfect equality in a measure?

Yes, he said, in a very great measure too.

And must we not allow, that when I or any one, looking at any object, observes
that the thing which he sees aims at being some other thing, but falls short of,
and cannot be, that other thing, but is inferior, he who makes this observation
must have had a previous knowledge of that to which the other, although
similar, was inferior?

Certainly.

And has not this been our own case in the matter of equals and of absolute
equality?

Precisely.

Then we must have known equality previously to the time when we first saw
the material equals, and reflected that all these apparent equals strive to attain
absolute equality, but fall short of it?

Very true.

And we recognize also that this absolute equality has only been known, and
can only be known, through the medium of sight or touch, or of some other
of the senses, which are all alike in this respect?
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Yes, Socrates, as far as the argument is concerned, one of them is the same as
the other.

From the senses then is derived the knowledge that all sensible things aim at
an absolute equality of which they fall short?

Yes.

Then before we began to see or hear or perceive in any way, we must have
had a knowledge of absolute equality, or we could not have referred to that
standard the equals which are derived from the senses? —for to that they all
aspire, and of that they fall short.

No other inference can be drawn from the previous statements.

And did we not see and hear and have the use of our other senses as soon
as we were born?

Certainly.

Then we must have acquired the knowledge of equality at some previous
time?

Yes.
That is to say, before we were born, I suppose?
True.

And if we acquired this knowledge before we were born, and were born having
the use of it, then we also knew before we were born and at the instant of birth
not only the equal or the greater or the less, but all other ideas; for we are
not speaking only of equality, but of beauty, goodness, justice, holiness, and of
all which we stamp with the name of essence in the dialectical process, both
when we ask and when we answer questions. Of all this we may certainly
affirm that we acquired the knowledge before birth?

We may.

But if, after having acquired, we have not forgotten what in each case we
acquired, then we must always have come into life having knowledge, and
shall always continue to know as long as life lasts—for knowing is the
acquiring and retaining knowledge and not forgetting. Is not forgetting,
Simmias, just the losing of knowledge?

Quite true, Socrates.
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But if the knowledge which we acquired before birth was lost by us at
birth, and if afterwards by the use of the senses we recovered what we
previously knew, will not the process which we call learning be a recovering
of the knowledge which is natural to us, and may not this be rightly termed
recollection?

Very true.

So much is clear —that when we perceive something, either by the help of
sight, or hearing, or some other sense, from that perception we are able to
obtain a notion of some other thing like or unlike which is associated with
it but has been forgotten. Whence, as I was saying, one of two alternatives
follows: —either we had this knowledge at birth, and continued to know
through life; or, after birth, those who are said to learn only remember, and
learning is simply recollection.
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vocabulary

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
dAAoOev from elsewhere ~alien
dAAote at another time ~alien
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
vodioxw (oa) consume, spend on
avoreifw (aor, plupf) seduce,
persuade; (mp, pf, aor ppl) trust,
obey, be confident in

avoépw bring up ~bear
&vépopon ask a question, ask about,
go searching through

dvevplioxw discover

&v0pdmetog human

oA A&Gow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

amno6detErg -cwg () acceptance; (Ion)
showing

&moAeinw leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amoApmtavw leave behind, fail
ot at the same time

abpLov tomorrow

BapBapog non-Greek

ofita emphatic 1

otopéw divide, distinguish,
distribute

dtaoxedavvopt (D) scatter, disperse
eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

einog likely

elmep if indeed

éxPBaive come forth, disembark
~basis

évopyg visible, clear ~Argentina
évdevg inadequate

gvadéyopat accept, admit, be possible
Evetput be in ~ion

évinut put in; motivate ~jet
éviotnut install; threaten; block
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éracidw sing with, to; charm
émavépyopot return; ascend
gmetday when, after
gmoxémtopon look upon, inspect
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
érniotapot know how, understand
~station

gmiotpy skill, knowledge
€nwO0g singing to or over
gowTaw ask about something
ebxotpog convenient; wealthy
épioTnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

noopat be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
fiuovg half ~hemisphere

g A0 (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
0appéwm be of good heart

0apoéw be of good heart

{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xoattot and yet; and in fact; although
%0 PTEPOG strong, staunch
®oTaQeLY® resort to, flee to, appeal
to ~tugitive

20AO (D) hinder, prevent
petofoly change, exchange
petomeibw change someone’s mind
undémote never

voi yea

vnvéptog still, windless
~anemometer

60sv whence

opoloyéw agree with/to

6uwg anyway, nevertheless
o0dof] nowhere

00dopdg not anyone

00OETOTE never

00%0DY not so?; and so

o0olo property; essence

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition
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71 somewhere, somehow

7tfj where? how?

760y from where?

wolog what kind

T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
7éte when?

métepog which, whichever of two
TPOooNxw belong to, it beseems
ovvbeTog compound

ovvioTtut unite; confront in battle
~station

ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis

TeAevtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

ToL6060¢e such

0UTEPPUYg overgrown; gigantic
@cidopot spare, not use/harm
~aphid

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Xwplg separately; except, other than
~heir

®oaVTKG in the same way
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Yes, that is quite true, Socrates.

And which alternative, Simmias, do you prefer? Had we the knowledge at
our birth, or did we recollect the things which we knew previously to our
birth?

I cannot decide at the moment.

At any rate you can decide whether he who has knowledge will or will not
be able to render an account of his knowledge? What do you say?

Certainly, he will.

But do you think that every man is able to give an account of these very
matters about which we are speaking?

Would that they could, Socrates, but I rather fear that to-morrow, at this time,
there will no longer be any one alive who is able to give an account of them
such as ought to be given.

Then you are not of opinion, Simmias, that all men know these things?
Certainly not.

They are in process of recollecting that which they learned before?
Certainly.

But when did our souls acquire this knowledge? —not since we were born
as men?

Certainly not.
And therefore, previously?
Yes.

Then, Simmias, our souls must also have existed without bodies before they
were in the form of man, and must have had intelligence.

Unless indeed you suppose, Socrates, that these notions are given us at the
very moment of birth; for this is the only time which remains.

Yes, my friend, but if so, when do we lose them? for they are not in us when
we are born —that is admitted. Do we lose them at the moment of receiving
them, or if not at what other time?

No, Socrates, I perceive that I was unconsciously talking nonsense.
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Then may we not say, Simmias, that if, as we are always repeating, there is
an absolute beauty, and goodness, and an absolute essence of all things; and
if to this, which is now discovered to have existed in our former state, we
refer all our sensations, and with this compare them, finding these ideas to
be pre-existent and our inborn possession —then our souls must have had a
prior existence, but if not, there would be no force in the argument? There
is the same proof that these ideas must have existed before we were born, as
that our souls existed before we were born; and if not the ideas, then not the
souls.

Yes, Socrates; I am convinced that there is precisely the same necessity for the
one as for the other; and the argument retreats successfully to the position that
the existence of the soul before birth cannot be separated from the existence
of the essence of which you speak. For there is nothing which to my mind is
so patent as that beauty, goodness, and the other notions of which you were
just now speaking, have a most real and absolute existence; and I am satisfied
with the proof.

Well, but is Cebes equally satisfied? for I must convince him too.

I think, said Simmias, that Cebes is satisfied: although he is the most
incredulous of mortals, yet I believe that he is sufficiently convinced of the
existence of the soul before birth. But that after death the soul will continue
to exist is not yet proven even to my own satisfaction. I cannot get rid of the
feeling of the many to which Cebes was referring — the feeling that when the
man dies the soul will be dispersed, and that this may be the extinction of
her. For admitting that she may have been born elsewhere, and framed out
of other elements, and was in existence before entering the human body, why
after having entered in and gone out again may she not herself be destroyed
and come to an end?

Very true, Simmias, said Cebes; about half of what was required has been
proven; to wit, that our souls existed before we were born: —that the soul
will exist after death as well as before birth is the other half of which the proof
is still wanting, and has to be supplied; when that is given the demonstration
will be complete.

But that proof, Simmias and Cebes, has been already given, said Socrates, if
you put the two arguments together —1I mean this and the former one, in
which we admitted that everything living is born of the dead. For if the soul
exists before birth, and in coming to life and being born can be born only
from death and dying, must she not after death continue to exist, since she
has to be born again? —Surely the proof which you desire has been already
furnished. Still I suspect that you and Simmias would be glad to probe the
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argument further. Like children, you are haunted with a fear that when the
soul leaves the body, the wind may really blow her away and scatter her;
especially if a man should happen to die in a great storm and not when the
sky is calm.

Cebes answered with a smile: Then, Socrates, you must argue us out of our
fears—and yet, strictly speaking, they are not our fears, but there is a child
within us to whom death is a sort of hobgoblin; him too we must persuade
not to be afraid when he is alone in the dark.

Socrates said: Let the voice of the charmer be applied daily until you have
charmed away the fear.

And where shall we find a good charmer of our fears, Socrates, when you are
gone?

Hellas, he replied, is a large place, Cebes, and has many good men, and there
are barbarous races not a few: seek for him among them all, far and wide,
sparing neither pains nor money; for there is no better way of spending your
money. And you must seek among yourselves too; for you will not find others
better able to make the search.

The search, replied Cebes, shall certainly be made. And now, if you please,
let us return to the point of the argument at which we digressed.

By all means, replied Socrates; what else should I please?
Very good.

Must we not, said Socrates, ask ourselves what that is which, as we imagine,
is liable to be scattered, and about which we fear? and what again is that
about which we have no fear? And then we may proceed further to enquire
whether that which suffers dispersion is or is not of the nature of soul—our
hopes and fears as to our own souls will turn upon the answers to these
questions.

Very true, he said.

Now the compound or composite may be supposed to be naturally capable,
as of being compounded, so also of being dissolved; but that which is
uncompounded, and that only, must be, if anything is, indissoluble.

Yes; I should imagine so, said Cebes.

And the uncompounded may be assumed to be the same and unchanging,
whereas the compound is always changing and never the same.

I agree, he said.
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Then now let us return to the previous discussion. Is that idea or essence,
which in the dialectical process we define as essence or true existence—
whether essence of equality, beauty, or anything else—are these essences,
I say, liable at times to some degree of change? or are they each of them
always what they are, having the same simple self-existent and unchanging
forms, not admitting
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
axd0aptog not pure

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

av0pwmetog human

&v0pdmivog human

é&vonrog foolish

avota folly

a6parog (o) unseen, unseeing
amahhoEeioy wish to get rid of
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amTe set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

Gpa interrogative pcl

dite as if; since

Blog life ~biology

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yevvatog noble, sincere ~genesis
ofjAog visible, conspicuous

otayw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

OtxAbw break up; relax, weaken
otavoia a thought; intelligence
dovAsVvw serve, be a slave

€YYVg near

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

éxeloe thither

éxdv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

€A\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape

gvtot some

€vvoéw consider

gEewut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEeoTu it is allowed/possible
gnelddy when, after

gmieni|g fitting ~icon
gmopPave take, attack, seize
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gmpéve wait, stay ~remain
£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

épamtw fasten upon ~haptic
Nyepovedw lead ~hegemony
Ozpamedm help, serve ~therapy
Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia
tpatiov toga, cloth

xo0opdg clean, pure

XATAPO curse

XOLWWVER associate with
Aoytopog calculation

rébodog investigation

©efbw be soaked, drunk ~mead
pedetaow pursue, attend to, exercise
weAétn care; practice

undémote never

ptaive stain ~miasma

Hoéw initiate into

vai yea

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vedpov tendon ~neuro

V1] yea

E€w smooth

olyopat come, go, leave, be gone
opovoupog named alike ~name
6uwg anyway, nevertheless
6000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

éoTtéov bone ~osteoporosis
o03apdg not anyone

00J3£TOoTE Never

0bx®0DY not so?; and so

maOnpa -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

maAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

7@AAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovTdmaoty altogether; yes,
certainly
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Topbmoay completely ouvaBpoilw assemble, gather
TAovd lead astray; (mp) wander obvept be with; have sex ~ion
~plankton ovve@éAxw pull after with

TAdvY wandering ouyvog long; many; extensive
TAdvng -tog (m, 3) wanderer Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
7étepog which, whichever of two TOPLYELL preserve, embalm
TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems TelevTdw bring about, finish
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to, ~apostle

command @LAoc0@éw philosophize, study
oM rot ~septic @ooviog sensible, prudent
ox0mw watch, observe @botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
oxoméw behold, consider ~physics

ouyYevyg inborn, kin to @V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
ouYYWPEEL accede, concede ®oadTwg in the same way

ovpninte fall together, happen
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of variation at all, or in any way, or at any time?
They must be always the same, Socrates, replied Cebes.

And what would you say of the many beautiful —whether men or horses
or garments or any other things which are named by the same names and
may be called equal or beautiful, —are they all unchanging and the same
always, or quite the reverse? May they not rather be described as almost
always changing and hardly ever the same, either with themselves or with
one another?

The latter, replied Cebes; they are always in a state of change.

And these you can touch and see and perceive with the senses, but the
unchanging things you can only perceive with the mind —they are invisible
and are not seen?

That is very true, he said.

Well, then, added Socrates, let us suppose that there are two sorts of
existences — one seen, the other unseen.

Let us suppose them.

The seen is the changing, and the unseen is the unchanging?
That may be also supposed.

And, further, is not one part of us body, another part soul?
To be sure.

And to which class is the body more alike and akin?

Clearly to the seen —no one can doubt that.

And is the soul seen or not seen?

Not by man, Socrates.

And what we mean by ‘seen’ and ‘not seen’ is that which is or is not visible
to the eye of man?

Yes, to the eye of man.
And is the soul seen or not seen?
Not seen.

Unseen then?
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Yes.
Then the soul is more like to the unseen, and the body to the seen?
That follows necessarily, Socrates.

And were we not saying long ago that the soul when using the body as an
instrument of perception, that is to say, when using the sense of sight or
hearing or some other sense (for the meaning of perceiving through the body
is perceiving through the senses) —were we not saying that the soul too is
then dragged by the body into the region of the changeable, and wanders and
is confused; the world spins round her, and she is like a drunkard, when she
touches change?

Very true.

But when returning into herself she reflects, then she passes into the
other world, the region of purity, and eternity, and immortality, and
unchangeableness, which are her kindred, and with them she ever lives, when
she is by herself and is not let or hindered; then she ceases from her erring
ways, and being in communion with the unchanging is unchanging. And this
state of the soul is called wisdom?

That is well and truly said, Socrates, he replied.

And to which class is the soul more nearly alike and akin, as far as may be
inferred from this argument, as well as from the preceding one?

I think, Socrates, that, in the opinion of every one who follows the argument,
the soul will be infinitely more like the unchangeable —even the most stupid
person will not deny that.

And the body is more like the changing?
Yes.

Yet once more consider the matter in another light: When the soul and the
body are united, then nature orders the soul to rule and govern, and the body
to obey and serve. Now which of these two functions is akin to the divine?
and which to the mortal? Does not the divine appear to you to be that which
naturally orders and rules, and the mortal to be that which is subject and
servant?

True.

And which does the soul resemble?
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The soul resembles the divine, and the body the mortal —there can be no
doubt of that, Socrates.

Then reflect, Cebes: of all which has been said is not this the conclusion? —
that the soul is in the very likeness of the divine, and immortal, and
intellectual, and uniform, and indissoluble, and unchangeable; and that the
body is in the very likeness of the human, and mortal, and unintellectual,
and multiform, and dissoluble, and changeable. Can this, my dear Cebes, be
denied?

It cannot.

But if it be true, then is not the body liable to speedy dissolution? and is not
the soul almost or altogether indissoluble?

Certainly.

And do you further observe, that after a man is dead, the body, or visible part
of him, which is lying in the visible world, and is called a corpse, and would
naturally be dissolved and decomposed and dissipated, is not dissolved or
decomposed at once, but may remain for a for some time, nay even for a
long time, if the constitution be sound at the time of death, and the season
of the year favourable? For the body when shrunk and embalmed, as the
manner is in Egypt, may remain almost entire through infinite ages; and even
in decay, there are still some portions, such as the bones and ligaments, which
are practically indestructible:—Do you agree?

Yes.

And is it likely that the soul, which is invisible, in passing to the place of the
true Hades, which like her is invisible, and pure, and noble, and on her way to
the good and wise God, whither, if God will, my soul is also soon to go,—that
the soul, I repeat, if this be her nature and origin, will be blown away and
destroyed immediately on quitting the body, as the many say? That can never
be, my dear Simmias and Cebes. The truth rather is, that the soul which is
pure at departing and draws after her no bodily taint, having never voluntarily
during life had connection with the body, which she is ever avoiding, herself
gathered into herself; —and making such abstraction her perpetual study —
which means that she has been a true disciple of philosophy; and therefore has
in fact been always engaged in the practice of dying? For is not philosophy
the practice of death? — Certainly — That soul, I say, herself invisible, departs
to the invisible world—to the divine and immortal and rational: thither
arriving, she is secure of bliss and is released from the error and folly of men,
their fears and wild passions and all other human ills, and for ever dwells, as
they say of the initiated, in company with the gods (compare Apol.). Is not
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this true, Cebes?
Yes, said Cebes, beyond a doubt.

But the soul which has been polluted, and is impure at
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vocabulary

Yyt near, nigh ~angina

&dwxia injustice, offence

&dokla ill repute

aBpoilw press close together; (mid)
muster

olpetdg takeable, desirable ~heresy
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
dAAooe elsewhere ~alien

Gperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

apotpog bereft, exempt

avodioxw (aa) consume, spend on
avoywpeém return, retreat ~heir
&vdpeiog of a man, manly

dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

av0pTvog human

amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amarty trick, fraud, deceit
~apatosaurus

Gméyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be
at some distance

amoAb® loose, free from ~loose
apToyy seizure; rape

Gt () dishonor

appodictog sexual

Bopbdve (0) oppress ~baritone
Boapbg heavy ~baritone

BéAtioTog best, noblest

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YewdNg earthy

Yontedw bewitch

detvityg -tog (I, 3) harshness,
cleverness

onpoTixég common, popular,
democratic

otadéw bandage, bind
StohapfBave distribute

€0iCw accustom
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£00¢ £6coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~wit

eixdg likely

€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
gumotéw make inside of ~poet
guevw plant; cling ~physics
évavtioopat oppose, contradict
évapyig visible, clear ~Argentina
¢vdeinvopt (D) address, consider
évdéw tie to, entangle; lack
€vdVw go into, put on

gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEinue send forth, allow forth ~jet
¢mtBupéw (D) wish, covet
é¢mBopio (D) desire, thing desired
gmtTndeVw practice, pursue
gmuyetpénm do, try, attack ~chiral
Eoyortog farthest, last

eddaipwy blessed with a good
genius

nidopoat be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

noovy pleasure

fluepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

neépoa quietly, gently, slowly
0éptg -toc (f) custom, law
tépak tpnrog (m) hawk, falcon
ixTwvog (11) kite (bird)
xoBoppog cleansing, purification
xobopdg clean, pure

xafopaw look down ~panorama
®0pTeEPEM be patient

xotadéw tie up; fall short
xotoipw swoop; land
xatopdopot (aao) curse
x6optog well-behaved

xVUAMVIEw roll ~cylinder
AoyiCopon reckon, consider
Abxog wolf ~lycanthropy
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Auméw (D) annoy, distress

AUTy distress

peletaw pursue, attend to, exercise
peAéty care; practice

uéMooa bee

pédog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
reotog full

petéyw partake of

prétprog medium, moderate
undémote never

woéw (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

pvijre -tog (n, 3) reminder,
memorial ~mnemonic

pOPUNE ant

vocéw be sick, be mad, suffer
outAio (it) intercourse, company
Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

opotétng -tog (f, 3) resemblance
opértpomog of the same way,
customs

6U6TPOQOG reared or bred together
6vop.oit blame ~name

6vog (f) donkey ~onager

67t wherever, however

omolog whatever kind

6006w stand up

od®0DY not so?; and so

od¢ obatoc (n) ear

médfog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

TovTeAg complete, absolute
Topaxeisvopot recommend,
encourage

ropopvdéopor (D) urge, advise
Tevion poverty ~osteopenia
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77} where? how?

mAovaw lead astray; (mp) wander
~plankton

TAdoow form ~plaster

7ot whither? how long?

TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

npotipdieo (1) prefer, pay attention to
oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

omeipw sow ~diaspora

6UAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
obp@UTOg congenital, innate
olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

ouvoucia society, sex

o@Mx6w pinch, narrow ~sphexish
oQHE -x6g (m) wasp ~sphexish
cw@PocvyY discretion, moderation
thgog (m) funeral, grave; (n)
astonishment

tive (1) pay. atone for; (mp) punish
ToLydp therefore

TPéUw tremble in fear ~tremble
Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
Topavvig -dog () tyranny

bBots -ewg (f) pride, insolence,
outrage

vonyéopat lead the way
@avraospa -tog (n, 3) ghost,
apparition

@oadlog trifling

oLropadg knowledge-loving
@lthocoéw philosophize, study
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving
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the time of her departure, and is the companion and servant of the body
always, and is in love with and fascinated by the body and by the desires
and pleasures of the body, until she is led to believe that the truth only exists
in a bodily form, which a man may touch and see and taste, and use for the
purposes of his lusts,—the soul, I mean, accustomed to hate and fear and
avoid the intellectual principle, which to the bodily eye is dark and invisible,
and can be attained only by philosophy; —do you suppose that such a soul
will depart pure and unalloyed?

Impossible, he replied.

She is held fast by the corporeal, which the continual association and constant
care of the body have wrought into her nature.

Very true.

And this corporeal element, my friend, is heavy and weighty and earthy, and
is that element of sight by which a soul is depressed and dragged down again
into the visible world, because she is afraid of the invisible and of the world
below —prowling about tombs and sepulchres, near which, as they tell us,
are seen certain ghostly apparitions of souls which have not departed pure,
but are cloyed with sight and therefore visible.

(Compare Milton, Comus:— ‘But when lust, By unchaste looks, loose
gestures, and foul talk, But most by lewd and lavish act of sin, Lets in
defilement to the inward parts, The soul grows clotted by contagion, Imbodies,
and imbrutes, till she quite lose, The divine property of her first being. Such
are those thick and gloomy shadows damp Oft seen in charnel vaults and
sepulchres, Lingering, and sitting by a new made grave, As loath to leave the
body that it lov’d, And linked itself by carnal sensuality To a degenerate and
degraded state.’)

That is very likely, Socrates.

Yes, that is very likely, Cebes; and these must be the souls, not of the good,
but of the evil, which are compelled to wander about such places in payment
of the penalty of their former evil way of life; and they continue to wander
until through the craving after the corporeal which never leaves them, they
are imprisoned finally in another body. And they may be supposed to find
their prisons in the same natures which they have had in their former lives.

What natures do you mean, Socrates?

What I mean is that men who have followed after gluttony, and wantonness,
and drunkenness, and have had no thought of avoiding them, would pass
into asses and animals of that sort. What do you think?
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I think such an opinion to be exceedingly probable.

And those who have chosen the portion of injustice, and tyranny, and violence,
will pass into wolves, or into hawks and kites; — whither else can we suppose
them to go?

Yes, said Cebes; with such natures, beyond question.

And there is no difficulty, he said, in assigning to all of them places answering
to their several natures and propensities?

There is not, he said.

Some are happier than others; and the happiest both in themselves and in
the place to which they go are those who have practised the civil and social
virtues which are called temperance and justice, and are acquired by habit
and attention without philosophy and mind. (Compare Republic.)

Why are they the happiest?

Because they may be expected to pass into some gentle and social kind which
is like their own, such as bees or wasps or ants, or back again into the form
of man, and just and moderate men may be supposed to spring from them.

Very likely.

No one who has not studied philosophy and who is not entirely pure at the
time of his departure is allowed to enter the company of the Gods, but the
lover of knowledge only. And this is the reason, Simmias and Cebes, why
the true votaries of philosophy abstain from all fleshly lusts, and hold out
against them and refuse to give themselves up to them,—not because they
fear poverty or the ruin of their families, like the lovers of money, and the
world in general; nor like the lovers of power and honour, because they dread
the dishonour or disgrace of evil deeds.

No, Socrates, that would not become them, said Cebes.

No indeed, he replied; and therefore they who have any care of their own
souls, and do not merely live moulding and fashioning the body, say farewell
to all this; they will not walk in the ways of the blind: and when philosophy
offers them purification and release from evil, they feel that they ought not to
resist her influence, and whither she leads they turn and follow.

What do you mean, Socrates?

I will tell you, he said. The lovers of knowledge are conscious that the
soul was simply fastened and glued to the body — until philosophy received
her, she could only view real existence through the bars of a prison, not
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in and through herself; she was wallowing in the mire of every sort of
ignorance; and by reason of lust had become the principal accomplice in
her own captivity. This was her original state; and then, as I was saying, and
as the lovers of knowledge are well aware, philosophy, seeing how terrible
was her confinement, of which she was to herself the cause, received and
gently comforted her and sought to release her, pointing out that the eye
and the ear and the other senses are full of deception, and persuading her to
retire from them, and abstain from all but the necessary use of them, and be
gathered up and collected into herself, bidding her trust in herself and her
own pure apprehension of pure existence, and to mistrust whatever comes
to her through other channels and is subject to variation; for such things are
visible and tangible, but what she sees in her own nature is intelligible and
invisible. And the soul of the true philosopher thinks that she ought not to
resist this deliverance, and therefore abstains from pleasures and desires and
pains and fears, as far as she is able; reflecting that when a man has great
joys or sorrows or fears or desires, he suffers from them, not merely the sort
of evil which might be anticipated —as for example, the loss of his health or
property which he has sacrificed to his lusts—but an evil greater far, which
is the greatest and worst of all evils, and one of which he never thinks.

What is it, Socrates? said Cebes.

The evil is that when the feeling of pleasure or pain is most intense, every
soul of man imagines the objects of this intense feeling to be then plainest
and truest: but this is not so, they are really the things of sight.

Very true.
And is not this the state in which the soul is most enthralled by the body?
How so?

Why, because each pleasure and pain is a sort of nail which nails and rivets
the soul to the body, until she becomes like the body, and believes that to be
true which the body affirms to be true; and from agreeing with the body and
having the same delights she is obliged to have the same habits and haunts,
and is not likely ever to be pure at her departure to the world below, but is
always infected by the body; and so she sinks into another body and there
germinates and grows, and has therefore no part in the communion of the
divine and pure and simple.

Most true, Socrates, answered Cebes.
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vocabulary

&nd1g unpleasant

and®v -6vog (f, 3) nightingale
atttaopot blame ~etiology
axivduvog (0) safe

&petpog immeasurable, immoderate
&vortiOnue consecrate, lay on,
impute; (mp) reproach
&v0pdmivog human

a6parog (o) unseen, unseeing
amahloy relief, escape
amahhoEeioy wish to get rid of
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

ameimoy refuse, renounce, declare
amiotém disbelieve ~stand
amiotio disbelief, distrust
amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
amopéw be confused, distressed
appolw fit together; be well fitted to
~harmony

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

dovopor get, win

Golsvijg weak

&owpatog incorporeal

dite as if; since

&@opaw look away, at ~panorama
BéBatog steadfast; sure

BéAtioTog best, noblest

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yoy stillness of wind or sea
Ye®d1g earthy

YNO€w rejoice, exult ~joy

Yobv at least then

deomotng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
dnuiovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

ot emphatic 1

OATAQN

Jtaxetpon be in a condition
Stamétapon fly across, through
~petal

StamAéw sail through

dtamopedw carry over, through
dtampaoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

Srappviyvopt () break through
SLtaomhom tear apart ~spatula
StaTépvw cut apart

Stapepodvtmg differently

StéEetut pass through; recount ~ion
dVoxoMog hard to please;
troublesome

éyytyvopou live in ~genus
éyxoléw demand payment; accuse
EyxAnuo -toc (n, 3) accusation
elxdv -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
clwba be accustomed, in the habit
ENéyyw shame; try, examine
évdevg inadequate

gvdexa eleven ~decimal
évBupéopon (D) take to heart
évteive tauten ~tend
gratoydvopot be ashamed of
gmoxémtopon look upon, inspect
g¢moxoméw look upon, inspect
gntreive intensify

gmtTndeVw practice, pursue

groY hoopoe bird

e0dTOPEW prosper, abound in, supply
ebmopog easily passed; rich

noovy pleasure

neépoa quietly, gently, slowly
0=ppdg warm, hot ~thermos
Opnvéw sing a dirge ~threnody
totog mast, loom ~stand

xainep even if

xoatéyvope (D) break up, shatter
xotayn lead down/home; land
~demagogue

xotoxaie burn down ~caustic
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xotodebdm (mp) lie about
xepdvvopt (D) mix ~crater
%pa¢ -16g (f, 3) head

»xOxvog swan ~Cygnus
Acldavov remnant

Aoyilopon reckon, consider
AoyLopog calculation

Mméw (D) annoy, distress

AUTen distress

AVpa lyre

poABoxog soft, timid

povtindg prophetic

1eLdde smile

puetdtdw smile

petoxetpie handle; practice
rétptog medium, moderate
pnyovy machine; mechanism, way
véoog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

ENoodg dry, the land ~xeriscape
oxvéw shrink from, hesitate; worry
003 apod nowhere

oxéw carry; be afflicted with
~wagon

Oynpo vehicle

TayyoAerog very difficult,
impracticable, of persons and things
TaAY wrestling ~Pallas

TéAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovToyd everywhere
ToPaUEVL stay with ~remain
Tevdw be hungry
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77 somewhere, somehow
TOALYPOVLOg ancient; long-lived
mpeoPuTYg -ov (D, m, 1) old person
Tpootda foresee

Tpowbéw push forward

oLYow feel cold ~frigid

oLyd silence

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
oxomog (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

ouYYeVYg inborn, kin to
ouYYwEEw accede, concede
oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

ouvéyw keep together, constrain
obvbetog compound

oyedia raft

TEXUNOLOY sign; proof

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
TOyn fortune, act of a god

0YPOg wet

vTodia suspicion ~panorama
VEAiVL weave

@adAog trifling

@06YYy0g voice ~diphthong
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

XeAS Y -6vog (1, 1, 3) swallow (bird)
0001 string of a lyre, etc.
Poypdg (D) cold ~psychology
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And this, Cebes, is the reason why the true lovers of knowledge are temperate
and brave; and not for the reason which the world gives.

Certainly not.

Certainly not! The soul of a philosopher will reason in quite another way; she
will not ask philosophy to release her in order that when released she may
deliver herself up again to the thraldom of pleasures and pains, doing a work
only to be undone again, weaving instead of unweaving her Penelope’s web.
But she will calm passion, and follow reason, and dwell in the contemplation
of her, beholding the true and divine (which is not matter of opinion), and
thence deriving nourishment. Thus she seeks to live while she lives, and
after death she hopes to go to her own kindred and to that which is like
her, and to be freed from human ills. Never fear, Simmias and Cebes, that a
soul which has been thus nurtured and has had these pursuits, will at her
departure from the body be scattered and blown away by the winds and be
nowhere and nothing.

When Socrates had done speaking, for a considerable time there was silence;
he himself appeared to be meditating, as most of us were, on what had been
said; only Cebes and Simmias spoke a few words to one another. And Socrates
observing them asked what they thought of the argument, and whether there
was anything wanting? For, said he, there are many points still open to
suspicion and attack, if any one were disposed to sift the matter thoroughly.
Should you be considering some other matter I say no more, but if you are
still in doubt do not hesitate to say exactly what you think, and let us have
anything better which you can suggest; and if you think that I can be of any
use, allow me to help you.

Simmias said: I must confess, Socrates, that doubts did arise in our minds,
and each of us was urging and inciting the other to put the question which
we wanted to have answered and which neither of us liked to ask, fearing
that our importunity might be troublesome under present at such a time.

Socrates replied with a smile: O Simmias, what are you saying? I am not
very likely to persuade other men that I do not regard my present situation
as a misfortune, if I cannot even persuade you that I am no worse off now
than at any other time in my life. Will you not allow that I have as much
of the spirit of prophecy in me as the swans? For they, when they perceive
that they must die, having sung all their life long, do then sing more lustily
than ever, rejoicing in the thought that they are about to go away to the god
whose ministers they are. But men, because they are themselves afraid of
death, slanderously affirm of the swans that they sing a lament at the last,
not considering that no bird sings when cold, or hungry, or in pain, not even
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the nightingale, nor the swallow, nor yet the hoopoe; which are said indeed
to tune a lay of sorrow, although I do not believe this to be true of them
any more than of the swans. But because they are sacred to Apollo, they
have the gift of prophecy, and anticipate the good things of another world,
wherefore they sing and rejoice in that day more than they ever did before.
And I too, believing myself to be the consecrated servant of the same God,
and the fellow-servant of the swans, and thinking that I have received from
my master gifts of prophecy which are not inferior to theirs, would not go
out of life less merrily than the swans. Never mind then, if this be your
only objection, but speak and ask anything which you like, while the eleven
magistrates of Athens allow.

Very good, Socrates, said Simmias; then I will tell you my difficulty, and
Cebes will tell you his. I feel myself, (and I daresay that you have the same
feeling), how hard or rather impossible is the attainment of any certainty
about questions such as these in the present life. And yet I should deem him
a coward who did not prove what is said about them to the uttermost, or
whose heart failed him before he had examined them on every side. For he
should persevere until he has achieved one of two things: either he should
discover, or be taught the truth about them; or, if this be impossible, I would
have him take the best and most irrefragable of human theories, and let this
be the raft upon which he sails through life—not without risk, as I admit,
if he cannot find some word of God which will more surely and safely carry
him. And now, as you bid me, I will venture to question you, and then I
shall not have to reproach myself hereafter with not having said at the time
what I think. For when I consider the matter, either alone or with Cebes, the
argument does certainly appear to me, Socrates, to be not sufficient.

Socrates answered: I dare say, my friend, that you may be right, but I should
like to know in what respect the argument is insufficient.

In this respect, replied Simmias:—Suppose a person to use the same
argument about harmony and the lyre—might he not say that harmony
is a thing invisible, incorporeal, perfect, divine, existing in the lyre which
is harmonized, but that the lyre and the strings are matter and material,
composite, earthy, and akin to mortality? And when some one breaks the
lyre, or cuts and rends the strings, then he who takes this view would argue
as you do, and on the same analogy, that the harmony survives and has
not perished —you cannot imagine, he would say, that the lyre without
the strings, and the broken strings themselves which are mortal remain,
and yet that the harmony, which is of heavenly and immortal nature and
kindred, has perished — perished before the mortal. The harmony must still
be somewhere, and the wood and strings will decay before anything can
happen to that. The thought, Socrates, must have occurred to your own
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mind that such is our conception of the soul; and that when the body is in a
manner strung and held together by the elements of hot and cold, wet and dry,
then the soul is the harmony or due proportionate admixture of them. But
if so, whenever the strings of the body are unduly loosened or overstrained
through disease or other injury, then the soul, though most divine, like other
harmonies of music or of works of art, of course perishes at once, although
the material remains of the body may last for a considerable time, until they
are either decayed or burnt. And if any one maintains that the soul, being
the harmony of the elements of the body, is first to perish in that which is
called death, how shall we answer him?

Socrates looked fixedly at us as his manner was, and said with a smile:
Simmias has reason on his side; and why does not some one of you who
is better able than myself answer him? for there is force in his attack upon
me. But perhaps, before we answer him, we had better also hear what Cebes
has to say that we may gain time for reflection, and when they have both
spoken, we may either assent to them, if there is truth in what they say, or
if not, we will maintain our position. Please to tell me then, Cebes, he said,
what was the difficulty which troubled you?

Cebes said: I will tell you. My feeling is that the argument is where it was,
and open to the same objections which were urged before; for I am ready to
admit that the existence of the soul before entering into the bodily form has
been very ingeniously, and, if I may say so, quite sufficiently proven; but the
existence of the soul after death is still, in my judgment, unproven. Now my
objection is not the same as that of Simmias; for I am not disposed to deny
that the soul is stronger and more lasting than the body, being of opinion
that in all such respects the soul very far excels the body. Well, then, says
the argument to me, why do you remain unconvinced? — When you see that
the weaker continues in existence after the man is dead, will you not admit
that the more lasting must also survive during the same period of time? Now
I will ask you to consider whether the objection, which, like Simmias, I will
express in a figure, is of any weight. The analogy which I will adduce is that
of an old weaver, who dies, and after his death somebody says: — He is not
dead, he must be alive; — see, there is
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vocabulary

Gydlom exalt, adore

&yopot wonder, admire; resent,
begrudge

&dvvatog unable; impossible
G&no1g unpleasant

aioypog shameful

axpo at the edge, extreme ~acute
axpn at the edge, extreme
GxpLPig () exact

éxptg -6¢ (f) hilltop ~acute
axpov crest, extremity ~acute
avoPLow be revivified
&vayxraiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avoxoléw call, summon, recall
avapdyopor retry a fight
avotapdoow stir up, confuse
AVEPWTAL question

évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

&v0pwmretog human

é&vomrog foolish

avtéyxw hold up as protection
against ~ischemia

avtiAapBavew grasp; get instead, in
turn

amotia disbelief, distrust
dmtoTog not trusting, not
trustworthy ~stand
amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
droxeipw shear, cut off
appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

&o0évero weakness

&oOevig weak

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

adpLoy tomorrow

ooy -évog (m, 3) neck
agpbovog ungrudging, plentiful

OATAQN

&yOopot be burdened with

Btaew use force against, overcome
Bu6g bow, bow-string

Biéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Boadvg slow, dull, late ~Sp.~gordo
yéveotg -cwg (f) source, origin
~genus

dtdhvotg -cwg (f) breaking up
SratiOnue arrange; set out goods for
sale ~thesis

Stotpifow (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

Stapedy® escape, survive
Stépyopon pierce, traverse

eixdg likely

eixdv -6vog (f, 3) image, likeness
efwboa be accustomed, in the habit
€voeng inadequate

gvdnhog visible, manifest

¢v3Vw go into, put on

€vtot some

éviote sometimes

évtadOa there, here

gEevploxw find; discover ~eureka
¢mdeinvopt (0) display, exhibit
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
Eoyortog farthest, last

e0N0ng good-hearted; simple
edpevig kind

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
flocdopan (pass) be weaker, be
overcome; (active) defeat

Oopa thickly

0appéw be of good heart
0apoéw be of good heart
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
00(E hair ~tresses

idopon (1) cure ~pediatrician
tpdtiov toga, cloth

xotofGAAw throw down, cast off
~nballistic



OATAQN 287

xatarintt fall down ~petal
xatotpife (1) wear out, use up
»Aivn (1) bed, couch ~clinic
xou€w have long hair

%6y hair ~comet

%pttig -00 (m, 1) judge

%pttog chosen, appointed ~critic
reTaEd between

petépyopat seek, visit

uétptog medium, moderate
unN%ETL No more

vaig (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
veawvioxog (@) young man
6Ae0pog ruin, destruction, death
OALYoYPO6VL0g short-lived; within a
short time

00xo0v not so?; and so

ob7w no longer

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

moilw play ~pediatrician
TovTamaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tapoyiyvopot be beside, attend
~genus

Topbmoay completely

7Y somewhere, somehow

7] where? how?

mthovog persuasive

TOAUYPOVLOG ancient; long-lived
movéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
métepog which, whichever of two
Tpdog soft, gentle

TEOoayw lead forward, advance
TPOAEYw prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TPOGMxw belong to, it beseems
wpotiOnut set before ~thesis

TPOTPET® prompt, urge, compel;
(mp) go, flee to ~trophy

TWTTOTE Never

0éw flow ~rheostat

GNTL Tot ~septic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
OTTAVLOg rare, scanty

cuyyvouy sympathy, leniency
ouYYwPEEW accede, concede
cuvorofvijoxw die along with
televtaiog last, final

TelevTaw bring about, finish
~apostle

TeAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

Threpoy today

vy sound, profitable ~hygiene
voAapPdve take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

vTopLUYo®® remind of
~mnemonic

vEaive weave

boaopa -tog (n, 3) piece of weaving
@d&og &g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@adhog trifling

@opéwm frequentative of @épw, to
carry ~bear

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xopoidniog low, prostrate
xonotog useful; brave, worthy
(Pevdig lying, false ~pseudo-
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the coat which he himself wove and wore, and which remains whole and
undecayed. And then he proceeds to ask of some one who is incredulous,
whether a man lasts longer, or the coat which is in use and wear; and when
he is answered that a man lasts far longer, thinks that he has thus certainly
demonstrated the survival of the man, who is the more lasting, because the
less lasting remains. But that, Simmias, as I would beg you to remark, is a
mistake; any one can see that he who talks thus is talking nonsense. For
the truth is, that the weaver aforesaid, having woven and worn many such
coats, outlived several of them, and was outlived by the last; but a man is
not therefore proved to be slighter and weaker than a coat. Now the relation
of the body to the soul may be expressed in a similar figure; and any one
may very fairly say in like manner that the soul is lasting, and the body weak
and shortlived in comparison. He may argue in like manner that every soul
wears out many bodies, especially if a man live many years. While he is
alive the body deliquesces and decays, and the soul always weaves another
garment and repairs the waste. But of course, whenever the soul perishes, she
must have on her last garment, and this will survive her; and then at length,
when the soul is dead, the body will show its native weakness, and quickly
decompose and pass away. I would therefore rather not rely on the argument
from superior strength to prove the continued existence of the soul after death.
For granting even more than you affirm to be possible, and acknowledging
not only that the soul existed before birth, but also that the souls of some
exist, and will continue to exist after death, and will be born and die again
and again, and that there is a natural strength in the soul which will hold out
and be born many times—nevertheless, we may be still inclined to think that
she will weary in the labours of successive births, and may at last succumb
in one of her deaths and utterly perish; and this death and dissolution of the
body which brings destruction to the soul may be unknown to any of us, for
no one of us can have had any experience of it: and if so, then I maintain
that he who is confident about death has but a foolish confidence, unless he
is able to prove that the soul is altogether immortal and imperishable. But
if he cannot prove the soul’s immortality, he who is about to die will always
have reason to fear that when the body is disunited, the soul also may utterly
perish.

All of us, as we afterwards remarked to one another, had an unpleasant
feeling at hearing what they said. When we had been so firmly convinced
before, now to have our faith shaken seemed to introduce a confusion and
uncertainty, not only into the previous argument, but into any future one;
either we were incapable of forming a judgment, or there were no grounds of
belief.

ECHECRATES: There I feel with you—Dby heaven I do, Phaedo, and when
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you were speaking, I was beginning to ask myself the same question: What
argument can I ever trust again? For what could be more convincing than
the argument of Socrates, which has now fallen into discredit? That the soul
is a harmony is a doctrine which has always had a wonderful attraction for
me, and, when mentioned, came back to me at once, as my own original
conviction. And now I must begin again and find another argument which
will assure me that when the man is dead the soul survives. Tell me, I implore
you, how did Socrates proceed? Did he appear to share the unpleasant feeling
which you mention? or did he calmly meet the attack? And did he answer
forcibly or feebly? Narrate what passed as exactly as you can.

PHAEDO: Often, Echecrates, I have wondered at Socrates, but never more
than on that occasion. That he should be able to answer was nothing, but
what astonished me was, first, the gentle and pleasant and approving manner
in which he received the words of the young men, and then his quick sense of
the wound which had been inflicted by the argument, and the readiness with
which he healed it. He might be compared to a general rallying his defeated
and broken army, urging them to accompany him and return to the field of
argument.

ECHECRATES: What followed?

PHAEDO: You shall hear, for I was close to him on his right hand, seated on
a sort of stool, and he on a couch which was a good deal higher. He stroked
my head, and pressed the hair upon my neck—he had a way of playing
with my hair; and then he said: To-morrow, Phaedo, I suppose that these
fair locks of yours will be severed.

Yes, Socrates, I suppose that they will, I replied.
Not so, if you will take my advice.
What shall I do with them? I said.

To-day, he replied, and not to-morrow, if this argument dies and we cannot
bring it to life again, you and I will both shave our locks; and if I were you,
and the argument got away from me, and I could not hold my ground against
Simmias and Cebes, I would myself take an oath, like the Argives, not to wear
hair any more until I had renewed the conflict and defeated them.

Yes, I said, but Heracles himself is said not to be a match for two.
Summon me then, he said, and I will be your Iolaus until the sun goes down.

I summon you rather, I rejoined, not as Heracles summoning Iolaus, but as
Iolaus might summon Heracles.
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That will do as well, he said. But first let us take care that we avoid a danger.
Of what nature? I said.

Lest we become misologists, he replied, no worse thing can happen to a man
than this. For as there are misanthropists or haters of men, there are also
misologists or haters of ideas, and both spring from the same cause, which
is ignorance of the world. Misanthropy arises out of the too great confidence
of inexperience; —you trust a man and think him altogether true and sound
and faithful, and then in a little while he turns out to be false and knavish;
and then another and another, and when this has happened several times to
a man, especially when it happens among those whom he deems to be his
own most trusted and familiar friends, and he has often quarreled with them,
he at last hates all men, and believes that no one has any good in him at all.
You must have observed this trait of character?

I have.

And is not the feeling discreditable? Is it not obvious that such an one having
to deal with other men, was clearly without any experience of human nature;
for experience would have taught him the true state of the case, that few
are the good and few the evil, and that the great majority are in the interval
between them.

What do you mean? I said.

I mean, he replied, as you might say of the very large and very small, that
nothing is more uncommon than a very large or very small man; and this
applies generally to all extremes, whether of great and small, or swift and
slow, or fair and foul, or black and white: and whether the instances you
select be men or dogs or anything else, few are the extremes, but many are
in the mean between them. Did you never observe this?

Yes, I said, I have.

And do you not imagine, he said, that if there were a competition in evil, the
worst would be found to be very few?

Yes, that is very likely, I said.

Yes, that is very likely, he replied; although in this respect arguments are
unlike men —there I was led on by you to say more than I had intended;
but the point of comparison was, that when a simple man who has no skill
in dialectics believes an argument to be true which he afterwards imagines to
be false, whether really false or not, and then another and another, he has no






296

vocabulary

&dnAog invisible, unknown
é&nd1g unpleasant

atttaopot blame ~etiology
&Aooy -6vog (m, 3) charlatan,
boaster

GAyéw suffer ~analgesic

aANoOt elsewhere, abroad
auoloBnrée dispute

dppw both ~amphora
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
G&véppootog inappropriate, not
suited, immoderate

&vdpile make manlike

&vev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

avota folly

avTLTElvE resist

dvo (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

aroaidevtog uneducated, loutish
~pediatrician

amtotéw disbelieve ~stand
dodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
am6detEig -ewg (f) acceptance; (Ion)
showing

amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
amwbhiw repel, reject

Gpo interrogative pcl

appolw fit together; be well fitted to
~harmony

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

Greyvia lack of skill

BéBatog steadfast; sure

BePBatdw secure, confirm

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yewpetpion geometry, surveying,
land tax
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dfita emphatic 37

Statedéw accomplish; keep doing
~apostle

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

gAayVg small; comp.: less ~light
éupéve stay put, be faithful, fixed
évavtioopat oppose, contradict
évogyopon accept, admit, be possible
évdéw tie to, entangle; lack
évtelvo tauten ~tend

gEamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmiotpy skill, knowledge
émwyiptog called, named

noopat be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

Oavpooctog wonderful; admirable
XOTAALLTTOVG leave behind,
abandon

®oTOVOEW notice, realize, learn
xatotpife (1) wear out, use up
xévtpov goading rod?

#«vdvvedo encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

xtvéw (1) set in motion, move,
remove ~kinetic

Aoyilopo reckon, consider
AotdopEéwm abuse, revile

AVpa lyre

néAtooo bee

ptoém (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

pioog -cog (n, 3) hate

vadg (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

03Vpopat (D) lament ~anodyne
60sv whence

oixtpdg pitiable

otlyopat come, go, leave, be gone
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6Ae0pog ruin, destruction, death
6uwg anyway, nevertheless

67t wherever, however

0006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

o0J3apdg not anyone

003¢Tw not, not yet

ob®oDY not so?; and so

obTw no longer

obcola property; essence

mdBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mopaylyvopat be beside, attend
~genus

ThpepYOog incidental, secondary
mopinut dangle; pass over, allow
~jet

TOAVYPOVLOG ancient; long-lived
métepog which, whichever of two
TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

mpoBupéopar (D) be eager
npoBopio (D) zeal, alacrity ~fume
TPOGOO%AW expect

TPOGMxw belong to, it beseems
oavtod yourself

60Q0g skilled, clever, wise

otepéw steal, take

oTPEQW turn, veer ~atrophy
oVyxetpat be composed of, agreed
on
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oL XWEEW accede, concede
oOpEMUL assent, concede
oLvadw sing together, agree
ouvvaeidw sing together, agree
ouvvaivopot gather up ~etiology
ouVOoxéw seem good also
oVvlstog compound

cuvicTnut unite; confront in battle
~station

oVvoLdo know about someone;
think proper

GUVOUOAOYE® agree

ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
Televtaiog last, final

tehevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

televuty) conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

Toivuy well, then

T0o7¢ then ... now ...

vYUg sound, profitable ~hygiene
Om60eoLg -swg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

vTopLUYo®® remind of
~mnemonic

@0éyyopor make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@006Yy0g voice ~diphthong
@povtilw consider, ponder

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
0001 string of a lyre, etc.
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longer any faith left, and great disputers, as you know, come to think at last
that they have grown to be the wisest of mankind; for they alone perceive the
utter unsoundness and instability of all arguments, or indeed, of all things,
which, like the currents in the Euripus, are going up and down in never-
ceasing ebb and flow.

That is quite true, I said.

Yes, Phaedo, he replied, and how melancholy, if there be such a thing as truth
or certainty or possibility of knowledge —that a man should have lighted
upon some argument or other which at first seemed true and then turned out
to be false, and instead of blaming himself and his own want of wit, because
he is annoyed, should at last be too glad to transfer the blame from himself to
arguments in general: and for ever afterwards should hate and revile them,
and lose truth and the knowledge of realities.

Yes, indeed, I said; that is very melancholy.

Let us then, in the first place, he said, be careful of allowing or of admitting
into our souls the notion that there is no health or soundness in any arguments
at all. Rather say that we have not yet attained to soundness in ourselves,
and that we must struggle manfully and do our best to gain health of mind —
you and all other men having regard to the whole of your future life, and
I myself in the prospect of death. For at this moment I am sensible that I
have not the temper of a philosopher; like the vulgar, I am only a partisan.
Now the partisan, when he is engaged in a dispute, cares nothing about the
rights of the question, but is anxious only to convince his hearers of his own
assertions. And the difference between him and me at the present moment is
merely this — that whereas he seeks to convince his hearers that what he says
is true, I am rather seeking to convince myself; to convince my hearers is a
secondary matter with me. And do but see how much I gain by the argument.
For if what I say is true, then I do well to be persuaded of the truth, but if
there be nothing after death, still, during the short time that remains, I shall
not distress my friends with lamentations, and my ignorance will not last, but
will die with me, and therefore no harm will be done. This is the state of
mind, Simmias and Cebes, in which I approach the argument. And I would
ask you to be thinking of the truth and not of Socrates: agree with me, if
I seem to you to be speaking the truth; or if not, withstand me might and
main, that [ may not deceive you as well as myself in my enthusiasm, and
like the bee, leave my sting in you before I die.

And now let us proceed, he said. And first of all let me be sure that I have
in my mind what you were saying. Simmias, if I remember rightly, has
fears and misgivings whether the soul, although a fairer and diviner thing
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than the body, being as she is in the form of harmony, may not perish first.
On the other hand, Cebes appeared to grant that the soul was more lasting
than the body, but he said that no one could know whether the soul, after
having worn out many bodies, might not perish herself and leave her last
body behind her; and that this is death, which is the destruction not of the
body but of the soul, for in the body the work of destruction is ever going
on. Are not these, Simmias and Cebes, the points which we have to consider?

They both agreed to this statement of them.

He proceeded: And did you deny the force of the whole preceding argument,
or of a part only?

Of a part only, they replied.

And what did you think, he said, of that part of the argument in which we
said that knowledge was recollection, and hence inferred that the soul must
have previously existed somewhere else before she was enclosed in the body?

Cebes said that he had been wonderfully impressed by that part of the
argument, and that his conviction remained absolutely unshaken. Simmias
agreed, and added that he himself could hardly imagine the possibility of his
ever thinking differently.

But, rejoined Socrates, you will have to think differently, my Theban friend,
if you still maintain that harmony is a compound, and that the soul is a
harmony which is made out of strings set in the frame of the body; for you
will surely never allow yourself to say that a harmony is prior to the elements
which compose it.

Never, Socrates.

But do you not see that this is what you imply when you say that the soul
existed before she took the form and body of man, and was made up of
elements which as yet had no existence? For harmony is not like the soul, as
you suppose; but first the lyre, and the strings, and the sounds exist in a state
of discord, and then harmony is made last of all, and perishes first. And how
can such a notion of the soul as this agree with the other?

Not at all, replied Simmias.

And yet, he said, there surely ought to be harmony in a discourse of which
harmony is the theme.

There ought, replied Simmias.
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But there is no harmony, he said, in the two propositions that knowledge is
recollection, and that the soul is a harmony. Which of them will you retain?

I think, he replied, that I have a much stronger faith, Socrates, in the first of the
two, which has been fully demonstrated to me, than in the latter, which has not
been demonstrated at all, but rests only on probable and plausible grounds;
and is therefore believed by the many. I know too well that these arguments
from probabilities are impostors, and unless great caution is observed in the
use of them, they are apt to be deceptive—in geometry, and in other things
too. But the doctrine of knowledge and recollection has been proven to me
on trustworthy grounds; and the proof was that the soul must have existed
before she came into the body, because to her belongs the essence of which
the very name implies existence. Having, as I am convinced, rightly accepted
this conclusion, and on sufficient grounds, I must, as I suppose, cease to argue
or allow others to argue that the soul is a harmony.

Let me put the matter, Simmias, he said, in another point of view: Do you
imagine that a harmony or any other composition can be in a state other than
that of the elements, out of which it is compounded?

Certainly not.
Or do or suffer anything other than they do or suffer?
He agreed.

Then a harmony does not, properly speaking, lead the parts or elements
which make up the harmony, but only follows them.

He assented.

For harmony cannot possibly have any motion, or sound, or other quality
which is opposed to its parts.

That would be impossible, he replied.

And does not the nature of every harmony depend upon the manner in which
the elements are harmonized?

I do not understand you, he said.

I mean to say that a harmony admits of degrees, and is more of a harmony,
and more completely a harmony, when more truly and fully harmonized, to
any extent which is possible; and less of a harmony, and less completely a
harmony, when less truly and fully harmonized.

True.
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But does the soul
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Yyt near, nigh ~angina

adw sing

&eldw sing

&Oavacio immortality
aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

G&véppooTtog inappropriate, not
suited, immoderate

&vonrog foolish

avota folly

dmag once

ametAéw vow, threaten, boast
amopéw be confused, distressed
amoaivew display, declare
Gpety goodness, excellence
app.olw fit together; be well fitted to
~harmony

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

&tomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

dparpéw take away ~heresy
Baoxavio malignity, witchery
Blog life ~biology

Btég bow, bow-string

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yobv at least then

ofjAog visible, conspicuous
o1mov perhaps; is it not so?
dtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtavoéw have in mind
dtaepobvTwg differently
oLtaedyw escape, survive
&yyVg near

elmep if indeed

cize if, whenever; either/or
€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape
évavtioopat oppose, contradict
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gvetut be in ~ion

gvimttw scold, chide; revile
gEevploxw find; discover ~eureka
émideixvopt (D) display, exhibit
é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
é¢mtelvo intensify

Epodog accessible; inspector;
entrance; attack

{®ov being, animal; picture
Nyepovedw lead ~hegemony
NALOLog idle, vain, foolish

O0appéw be of good heart

Oopoiw be of good heart

0dpoog boldness, over-boldness
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
Ozo0ctd1g godlike ~theology
tatptrog medicine, medical skill
tAdoxopot appease

ioxvpedg (D) strong, forceful, violent
xodpo -tog (n, 3) heat ~caustic
xe@d&Aatog main point; chief
%®0A&w punish

%xVvTtepog most dog-like ~hound
xwAO (D) hinder, prevent

1éAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

petéyew partake of

rétprog medium, moderate
unvdw disclose, betray, accuse
pnmote absolutely never

popiog (D) 10,000 ~myriad

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vi] yea

véoog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

vovOestéw remind, warn

6Ac0po¢ ruin, destruction, death
6uoloyEw agree with/to

60Y1 urge, impulse; anger

6000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

o0dof] nowhere
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00x0o0v not so?; and so

mabnpa -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

mafog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

TovTeAg complete, absolute
metva hunger, famine
wepLtpénm divert, flip over
TAoow hit ~plectrum

TowTig -ob (m, 1) maker, author
mowTég made, well-made ~poet
TOAUYPOVLOG ancient; long-lived
métepog which, whichever of two
TPOEPEW say beforehand
TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems

TPOGOEw run to

npoostiOnut add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with ~thesis

ouYYwEEw accede, concede
Televtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

TAGw take upon oneself ~talent
ToL6066¢e such

Om60cotg -ewg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

vrotiOnut suggest, advise
~hypothesis

QLA 660Q0g wisdom-loving
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@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
$éAAe pluck
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admit of degrees? or is one soul in the very least degree more or less, or more
or less completely, a soul than another?

Not in the least.

Yet surely of two souls, one is said to have intelligence and virtue, and to be
good, and the other to have folly and vice, and to be an evil soul: and this is
said truly?

Yes, truly.

But what will those who maintain the soul to be a harmony say of this
presence of virtue and vice in the soul? —will they say that here is another
harmony, and another discord, and that the virtuous soul is harmonized, and
herself being a harmony has another harmony within her, and that the vicious
soul is inharmonical and has no harmony within her?

I cannot tell, replied Simmias; but I suppose that something of the sort would
be asserted by those who say that the soul is a harmony.

And we have already admitted that no soul is more a soul than another;
which is equivalent to admitting that harmony is not more or less harmony,
or more or less completely a harmony?

Quite true.
And that which is not more or less a harmony is not more or less harmonized?
True.

And that which is not more or less harmonized cannot have more or less of
harmony, but only an equal harmony?

Yes, an equal harmony.

Then one soul not being more or less absolutely a soul than another, is not
more or less harmonized?

Exactly.
And therefore has neither more nor less of discord, nor yet of harmony?
She has not.

And having neither more nor less of harmony or of discord, one soul has no
more vice or virtue than another, if vice be discord and virtue harmony?

Not at all more.
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Or speaking more correctly, Simmias, the soul, if she is a harmony, will never
have any vice; because a harmony, being absolutely a harmony, has no part
in the inharmonical.

No.
And therefore a soul which is absolutely a soul has no vice?
How can she have, if the previous argument holds?

Then, if all souls are equally by their nature souls, all souls of all living
creatures will be equally good?

I agree with you, Socrates, he said.

And can all this be true, think you? he said; for these are the consequences
which seem to follow from the assumption that the soul is a harmony?

It cannot be true.

Once more, he said, what ruler is there of the elements of human nature other
than the soul, and especially the wise soul? Do you know of any?

Indeed, I do not.

And is the soul in agreement with the affections of the body? or is she at
variance with them? For example, when the body is hot and thirsty, does not
the soul incline us against drinking? and when the body is hungry, against
eating? And this is only one instance out of ten thousand of the opposition
of the soul to the things of the body.

Very true.

But we have already acknowledged that the soul, being a harmony, can never
utter a note at variance with the tensions and relaxations and vibrations and
other affections of the strings out of which she is composed; she can only
follow, she cannot lead them?

It must be so, he replied.

And yet do we not now discover the soul to be doing the exact opposite —
leading the elements of which she is believed to be composed; almost always
opposing and coercing them in all sorts of ways throughout life, sometimes
more violently with the pains of medicine and gymnastic; then again more
gently; now threatening, now admonishing the desires, passions, fears, as if
talking to a thing which is not herself, as Homer in the Odyssee represents
Odysseus doing in the words— ‘He beat his breast, and thus reproached his
heart: Endure, my heart; far worse hast thou endured!’
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Do you think that Homer wrote this under the idea that the soul is a harmony
capable of being led by the affections of the body, and not rather of a nature
which should lead and master them —herself a far diviner thing than any
harmony?

Yes, Socrates, I quite think so.

Then, my friend, we can never be right in saying that the soul is a harmony,
for we should contradict the divine Homer, and contradict ourselves.

True, he said.

Thus much, said Socrates, of Harmonia, your Theban goddess, who has
graciously yielded to us; but what shall I say, Cebes, to her husband Cadmus,
and how shall I make peace with him?

I think that you will discover a way of propitiating him, said Cebes; I am
sure that you have put the argument with Harmonia in a manner that I could
never have expected. For when Simmias was mentioning his difficulty, I quite
imagined that no answer could be given to him, and therefore I was surprised
at finding that his argument could not sustain the first onset of yours, and
not impossibly the other, whom you call Cadmus, may share a similar fate.

Nay, my good friend, said Socrates, let us not boast, lest some evil eye should
put to flight the word which I am about to speak. That, however, may
be left in the hands of those above, while I draw near in Homeric fashion,
and try the mettle of your words. Here lies the point: — You want to have it
proven to you that the soul is imperishable and immortal, and the philosopher
who is confident in death appears to you to have but a vain and foolish
confidence, if he believes that he will fare better in the world below than
one who has led another sort of life, unless he can prove this; and you
say that the demonstration of the strength and divinity of the soul, and of
her existence prior to our becoming men, does not necessarily imply her
immortality. Admitting the soul to be longlived, and to have known and
done much in a former state, still she is not on that account immortal; and
her entrance into the human form may be a sort of disease which is the
beginning of dissolution, and may at last, after the toils of life are over, end in
that which is called death. And whether the soul enters into the body once
only or many times, does not, as you say, make any difference in the fears
of individuals. For any man, who is not devoid of sense, must fear, if he
has no knowledge and can give no account of the soul’s immortality. This,
or something like this, I suspect to be your notion, Cebes; and I designedly
recur to it in order that nothing may escape us,
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ai0Mp ether, air, sky ~ether
atpeotg -ewg (f) choice, plan
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
atttaopot blame ~etiology
aiwpéw lift; (mp) hang

axon hearing ~acoustic

aperéw disregard; (impers.) of
course

Avaytyvwoxwm recognize, read,
understand, persuade
avoyxoalog coerced, coercing, slavery
é&vev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

avinue urge, impel; release ~jet
&ve (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dmbyw lead away, back
~demagogue

amodéyopan accept ~doctrine
&mTodL3pAaox%w® escape
arogaivew display, declare
&oTpov star

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

B&Opov step, base, bench
[BéAtioTog best, noblest

BtBAiov paper, book

yéveotg -ewg (f) source, origin

~genus
dé¢ppa -tog (n, 3) skin, hide
~dermatology

otopéw divide, distinguish,
distribute

dtaxoopéw marshal ~cosmos
otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
otaoyilw tear to pieces ~schism
ota@ui] natural break, joint

Sivy (1) whirlpool, eddy

dimyvg 2 cubits long

EYxEQaiog brain

eixf] haphazardly; in vain
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gvapYg visible, clear ~Argentina
gmonttdopat accuse

éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gmoTuy skill, knowledge
émuteivo intensify

EmQEPL bestow, impute ~bear
gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
¢&ov being, animal; picture
noopat be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

fiuovg half ~hemisphere
Oovpaoctog wonderful; admirable
0zpp6g warm, hot ~thermos
toTtopia science, history

xapmTe bend, bend in exhaustion
xotodreilopat vote against
xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
Alav very

AoyiCopou reckon, consider
rébodog investigation
petafaAde alter, transform
rétprog medium, moderate
wviun reminder, memorial
pvpiog () 10,000 ~myriad

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vebpov tendon ~neuro

6yxog barb of an arrow

ot eight ~octopus

67t wherever, however

6670V bone ~osteoporosis
éo@paivopor catch scent of
o0dof] nowhere

méOnpo -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

maAot long ago ~paleo

T&AN wrestling ~Pallas

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Topopéve stay with ~remain
mtetfdg persuasive

meprtifnue put around, endow with
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~thesis

7tY) somewhere, somehow

7fj where? how?

Tvolog a cubit long

TAOTOG extensive, wide

TAnoL&lew bring/be near; have sex
7o0€w miss, long for, notice an
absence; lose ~bid

méte when?

métepog which, whichever of two
meosLut to have been before, earlier
~ion

TpocayopeVw address, call by name
cpooyiyvopot become ally to
TPOG3O%AL expect

mpooetut approach, draw near; add
~ion

TPoocNxw belong to, it beseems
7Poc0éw run to

mpooinut be allowed near

wpdéow forward, in the future; far
pabopio (ada) carelessness, ease
o6eAYN moon

oxémropon look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxoTaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oxomnog (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

co@to skill; wisdom ~sophistry
omoudy zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

671006 solid, firm ~stereo
otpoYYOAog round; merchant ship
ouyrdp T bend

oVyxetpat be composed of, agreed
on
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ouyyéw entangle, destroy, confound
ouuPBoAi] encounter; contribution
ouvéyw keep together, constrain
oVv0d0g meeting, conjunction
ouyvog long; many; extensive
Thyog -ovg (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
TEXUNOLOV sign; proof

teAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

TOLO6de such

TPOTEW turn, wheel

TpoTY rout, turning of an enemy
~trophy

Tpbmeg -og () keel

TPOTOG oar strap

TLPAOW blind

0TTEPE(dW prop up

TPy be over; protect
OTTEPNQAVOG arrogant

UTEYw promise; hold out one’s
hand; submit to

vToYEw spread under

@oadAog trifling

@00pa ruin, rape

@V (D) moisten, stain

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

xonowrog useful

xwpeilw divide; distinguish, pull
down

xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir

dnAa@an grope blindly

Puxpog (D) cold ~psychology
®ooVTLS in the same way
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and that you may, if you wish, add or subtract anything.

But, said Cebes, as far as I see at present, I have nothing to add or subtract:
I mean what you say that I mean.

Socrates paused awhile, and seemed to be absorbed in reflection. At length
he said: You are raising a tremendous question, Cebes, involving the whole
nature of generation and corruption, about which, if you like, I will give you
my own experience; and if anything which I say is likely to avail towards the
solution of your difficulty you may make use of it.

I should very much like, said Cebes, to hear what you have to say.

Then I will tell you, said Socrates. When I was young, Cebes, I had a
prodigious desire to know that department of philosophy which is called
the investigation of nature; to know the causes of things, and why a thing
is and is created or destroyed appeared to me to be a lofty profession; and
I was always agitating myself with the consideration of questions such as
these: —Is the growth of animals the result of some decay which the hot and
cold principle contracts, as some have said? Is the blood the element with
which we think, or the air, or the fire? or perhaps nothing of the kind —but
the brain may be the originating power of the perceptions of hearing and
sight and smell, and memory and opinion may come from them, and science
may be based on memory and opinion when they have attained fixity. And
then I went on to examine the corruption of them, and then to the things of
heaven and earth, and at last I concluded myself to be utterly and absolutely
incapable of these enquiries, as I will satisfactorily prove to you. For I was
fascinated by them to such a degree that my eyes grew blind to things which
I had seemed to myself, and also to others, to know quite well; I forgot what
I had before thought self-evident truths; e. g. such a fact as that the growth
of man is the result of eating and drinking; for when by the digestion of food
flesh is added to flesh and bone to bone, and whenever there is an aggregation
of congenial elements, the lesser bulk becomes larger and the small man great.
Was not that a reasonable notion?

Yes, said Cebes, I think so.

Well; but let me tell you something more. There was a time when I thought
that I understood the meaning of greater and less pretty well; and when I
saw a great man standing by a little one, I fancied that one was taller than
the other by a head; or one horse would appear to be greater than another
horse: and still more clearly did I seem to perceive that ten is two more than
eight, and that two cubits are more than one, because two is the double of
one.
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And what is now your notion of such matters? said Cebes.

I should be far enough from imagining, he replied, that [ knew the cause of
any of them, by heaven I should; for I cannot satisfy myself that, when one
is added to one, the one to which the addition is made becomes two, or that
the two units added together make two by reason of the addition. I cannot
understand how, when separated from the other, each of them was one and
not two, and now, when they are brought together, the mere juxtaposition
or meeting of them should be the cause of their becoming two: neither can
I understand how the division of one is the way to make two; for then a
different cause would produce the same effect,—as in the former instance
the addition and juxtaposition of one to one was the cause of two, in this the
separation and subtraction of one from the other would be the cause. Nor
am [ any longer satisfied that I understand the reason why one or anything
else is either generated or destroyed or is at all, but I have in my mind some
confused notion of a new method, and can never admit the other.

Then I heard some one reading, as he said, from a book of Anaxagoras, that
mind was the disposer and cause of all, and I was delighted at this notion,
which appeared quite admirable, and I said to myself: If mind is the disposer,
mind will dispose all for the best, and put each particular in the best place;
and I argued that if any one desired to find out the cause of the generation
or destruction or existence of anything, he must find out what state of being
or doing or suffering was best for that thing, and therefore a man had only
to consider the best for himself and others, and then he would also know the
worse, since the same science comprehended both. And I rejoiced to think
that I had found in Anaxagoras a teacher of the causes of existence such as I
desired, and I imagined that he would tell me first whether the earth is flat
or round; and whichever was true, he would proceed to explain the cause
and the necessity of this being so, and then he would teach me the nature of
the best and show that this was best; and if he said that the earth was in the
centre, he would further explain that this position was the best, and I should
be satisfied with the explanation given, and not want any other sort of cause.
And I thought that I would then go on and ask him about the sun and moon
and stars, and that he would explain to me their comparative swiftness, and
their returnings and various states, active and passive, and how all of them
were for the best. For I could not imagine that when he spoke of mind as the
disposer of them, he would give any other account of their being as they are,
except that this was best; and I thought that when he had explained to me in
detail the cause of each and the cause of all, he would go on to explain to me
what was best for each and what was good for all. These hopes I would not
have sold for a large sum of money, and I seized the books and read them as
fast as I could in my eagerness to know the better and the worse.
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What expectations I had formed, and how grievously was I disappointed! As
I proceeded, I found my philosopher altogether forsaking mind or any other
principle of order, but having recourse to air, and ether, and water, and other
eccentricities. I might compare him to a person who began by maintaining
generally that mind is the cause of the actions of Socrates, but who, when he
endeavoured to explain the causes of my several actions in detail, went on to
show that I sit here because my body is made up of bones and muscles; and
the bones, as he would say, are hard and have joints which divide them, and
the muscles are elastic, and they cover the bones, which have also a covering
or environment of flesh and skin which contains them; and as the bones are
lifted at their joints by the contraction or relaxation of the muscles, I am able
to bend my limbs, and this is why I am sitting here in a curved posture —that
is what he would say, and he would have a similar explanation of my talking
to you, which he would attribute to sound, and air, and hearing, and he would
assign ten thousand other causes of the same sort, forgetting to mention the
true cause, which is, that the Athenians have thought fit to condemn me,
and accordingly I have thought it better and more right to remain here and
undergo my sentence; for I am inclined to think that these muscles and bones
of mine would have gone off long ago to Megara or Boeotia— by the dog they
would, if they had been moved only by their own idea of what was best, and
if I had not chosen the better and nobler part, instead of playing truant and
running away, of enduring any punishment which the state inflicts. There
is surely a strange confusion of causes and conditions in all this. It may be
said, indeed, that without bones and muscles and the other parts of the body
I cannot execute my purposes. But to say that I do as I do because of them,
and that this is the way in which mind acts, and not from the choice of the
best, is a very careless and idle mode of speaking. I wonder that they cannot
distinguish the cause from the condition, which the many, feeling about in
the dark, are always mistaking and misnaming. And thus one man makes a
vortex
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vocabulary

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
&AAote at another time ~alien
é&vevpioxw discover

GvwOev from above, the beginning
&TavTaw encounter, come upon
amAdog single; simple ~haploid
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
dmtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&péoxw please, satisfy; make
amends

do@aling safe, easy, steady, careful
BéATioTog best, noblest

Bodew shout

YeAdw laugh, smile, laugh at
datpéviog voc: you crazy guy
StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtavoéw have in mind

dtaoyiew tear to pieces ~schism
OLott because; that

otryve 2 cubits long

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixalw liken; conjecture

eixdg likely

eix@v -6vog (f, 3) image, likeness
elmep if indeed

gite if, whenever; either/or
éxaotote each time

éxAelmw leave out, pass over
éAntile (mid, pf) hope, expect; (act)
cause to do so (rare) ~voluptuary
évopyig visible, clear ~Argentina
gvtot some

gEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka
€Efjg in turn

¢owdrtwg like; fairly

g¢mdeixvopt () display, exhibit
¢nidetElg -tog (f) display
gmyetpéwn do, try, attack ~chiral
émwydpLog called, named
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gppwpévog vigorous, powerful
gpwThw ask about something
edav01)g flowering, luxuriant
e0N0ng good-hearted; simple
Lot -ewg () search, inquiry
No€wg pleasantly ~hedonism

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
futovg half ~hemisphere

Mg 70L (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
OzwpEéwm be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

ioxvpedg (D) strong, forceful, violent
iox0g -og (f) strength; body of troops
{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xovog new, fresh, strange
®oTaQELY® resort to, flee to, appeal
to ~fugitive

xowvwvio association

KUXAW Stir, mix

uéyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

petahopufdve share in; swap
petéyw partake of

vai yea

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

ot eight ~octopus

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

opoloyéw agree with/to

opdg same ~homoerotic

6pod together

opoOw unite ~homoerotic

Opewg anyway, nevertheless

67y wherever, however

00%oDY not so?; and so

obolo property; essence
Tovtdmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TOPEPYONOL Pass, escape

wepaive finish, accomplish
mvatlog a cubit long
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7éte when?

Toaypotebopot work at
cpooyiyvopot become ally to
npoostifnut add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with ~thesis

ofipa -tog (n, 3) a thing said
covtod yourself

oo@ig clear, understandable
oeawtod yourself

oxénropont look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxt& shadow ~shadow
oxomd.w watch, observe
oxoméw behold, consider
oxomdg (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

copla skill; wisdom ~sophistry
60Q0g skilled, clever, wise
otepéw steal, take

ouYyéw entangle, destroy, confound
oLUYYWPEEW accede, concede
ovvdéw bind together
oLVdoxéw seem good also
ovvéyw keep together, constrain
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6@46dpa very much

oyfina -tog (n, 3) form, figure
oyilw split ~schism

Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
Tépoag -wg (n, 3) omen, fetish
toivuy well, then

ToL6060¢e such

TLPAO® blind

UTePPaAA® cause to go beyond;
delay ~ballistic

LuTTEPE W be over; protect
OTTEPQUYg overgrown; gigantic
Om60eotg -ewg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

vrotiOnut suggest, advise
~hypothesis

©086ve (&) do first, outstrip

QL 660Qog wisdom-loving
@povrtig -tog (f) thought, care
@V (D) moisten, stain

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xo®dpa -toc (n, 3) color

®oaVTWG in the same way



328

OAIAQN

\ ~ € e 7 > \ ~ 4 e/ ~ ~
d¢ Tod ws oldv Te BéATIoTA avTa TeBRvaL ddvauw olTw viv ketoOal,
. ” - ” L,y N
TavTyv olre nroliow olite Twa olovrar dawwoviav oxdv éxew, aAa
NyotvTar TovTov "ATAavta dv mote loxvpdTepor kai alavardTepov
N g , , - S G
kal pdAov dmavta ovvéyovta €evpelv, kal ws aAnlas 7o ayalov
kal Oéov ouvdely kal cuvéxew ovdev olovTal. €y uev oV THs ToLaUT)S
> 7 |24 \ b4 \ 3 ~ ¢/ 3> N ’ > A
atrias 6wy mote E€xer pabnri)s oTovolv TjdoT Av yevoluny: émeldn
. , , R s -
d¢ TavTys €oTepnfny kal olT alTOs evpelv olTe map dAAov paletv
® 7 ) ’ \ ’ ~ 5 A\ \ ~ ) ’ 1 =
olds Te €yevduny, Tov devTepov wAoY €ml TV Tijs aitias bjTyow’ 7

mempayudrevpar Bovde oo, Epn, emideléw movjowpar, & KéBns;
Ymeppuids pev odv, Epn, ws Bovlopat.

” , s s v N s s s , N
Edofe Tolvuv poi, 7 & s, pera TabTa, €medy amepikn Ta OvTa
oxom@v, detv evhafnOivar uy mdboyue Smep ot Tov fAwov éxAelmovTa
Oewpoivres kal okomovuevor Tdoyovow:* diaplelpovrar ydp mov évio
oy 2o ” p . L
Ta Supata,” éav wn €v UdaTL 1) TWL TOOUT®W OKOTAVTAL TNV €KOVa
3 ~ ~ 7’ \ > \ ’ \ b4 \ ’
adTol. TowDTOV TL Kkal €ym devoildny, kal édewoa pi) mavTdmaot
\ \ 7 7’ \ \ ’ ~ b4 \
™ Yuxgy TvpAwlemy BAémwy mpos Ta TpdypaTa Tols Supact Kal
exdoTy TRV alohjoewv émyepdv drTecbar avTav. €dofe 67 pou
XPTivat €is Tovs Adyouvs kaTaduydvTa €v €xelvols OKOTEl TV SVTwWY

v a\jfewav.

"Tows pev odv @ elkdlw Tpdmov Twa olk &owevt ov yap mdwv
OUYXWPE TOV €V TolS AGYoLs OKOTTOUUEVOV TA OVTa €V €lKOOL (LAAAOY
oxomely ) TOV €v Tols épyots. AN olv dn TavTy ye dpunoa, kal
3 o s > 3 = ¢
vmoléuevos éxdoToTe Adyov Ov dv kplvw €ppwuevéoTaTor” elval, A
Ly L L C v po N
ey dv pot dokj) TovTw cvpdwrely T ws dAnldi dvra, kal mepl
, s NP .y y oo oa e
altias kal mepl TV dANA\wv dmdvTwv vTwv, 4 & dv wj, s ok
arnBi. Bovlopar 8¢ oo cadéoTepov elmelv & Aéyw: oluar ydp oe

viv ov pavldvew.
09 pa Tov Ala, épn 6 KéBns, ov opddpa.

AN, ) &8s, dBe Aéyw, ovdev kawdy, dAN dmep ael Te dANoTe Kal

1 2 3

search, inquiry eye vigorous, powerful



OAIAQN

s ‘oz asy , y Cosy
v T® mapeAnp \vldTL Adyw ovdév mémavuar Aéywv. Epxouar yap O
emyepddv oou émdelfaclar Tijs aitias 7O €ldos 6 mempayudTEVLAL,
. P , \ v s s

Kal €luL TaAw €m €xeva Ta ToAvldpUiAnTa Kal dpxopal am éxelvawr,
Y 5 N I P v N
vroféuevos elval Tt kahov avto kall avTo kal ayalov kal péya kal
TaAAa TavTa® 4 €l pol didws Te kal ovyxwpets elval TatTa, eATilw

> 4 \ > 7 > 7 \ td ’ e k4 ’ 1
oot €k ToUTWY TV altiav émdelfew kal avevprioew ws aldvartov 7

oxa)-
ANa v, épm o KéBns, ws diddvTos cou otk v Ppldvows mepaivawr.

. ;o g s g o s
Ykdmer &), €pm, Ta €Efs exelvors €dv ool ouvdokj] @omep €pol.

, . v s y \ N TS
palverar yap pot, € T{ €oTw dANO KaAOV TATY aUTO TO KAAGY, 0UOE
O €v dANo kaov elvar 1) duoTt peTéxel éxelvov Tob kalob® kal wAvTa

A 4 7 ~ ~ > ’ ~
O olTws Aéyw. 1§ Toldde aitig cvyywpels;

Zuyxwpd, ép.

s 2% vy , N Vo s \
00 Tolvwy, 7) & 8, ér pavldva o0d¢ dvvapar Tas dA\\as airias Tas
\ / , NN 2 s , > o (s
ogopas TavTas yryvaokew* AN’ €dv Tis pot Aéyn 8¢ 6TL kKa\dv éoTw

o , 4 N, P
oToby, 1) xpdua edavles” Eyov 3 oxnpa 1) dANO 0TLODY TAV ToLoUTWY,
\ \ k4 7’ > A 4 \ > ~ k4 ~
TA eV dANQ XQUPEW €X,— TaPATTOUAL YA €V TOlS dAAOLS TATI—
~ e ~ N s g \ > 5 v 5 > ~ o
ToUTO 8¢ aTAGDS Kal aTéxvws Kal lows evflws® Eyw map énavr®, 6Tt
3 ki ~ > \ \ N 1 b 7 ~ ~ k4 ’
OUK dAAO TUL TOLEL aUTO KAAOV 1) 1) €KEVOU TOU KAAOD €lTe Tapovaia
€iTe Kowwvia elTe 8y &) Kal STws TPooyevouérn® ov yap €Tt ToUTO
, SN e ~ . < PR
duoyvpllopat, aAX’ 67t 7@ KaA@ mdvTa Ta kala Yliyveratr kaAd. ToUTOo
ydp pot dokel dodaléoTatov elvar kal €uavt® dmokpivactar kal
ke \ 4 3> ’ 1 ~ > ki ~ > L] \
AAAW, KAl TOUTOU EXOUEVOS 1)YODILAL OUK GV TTOTE TFECEWV, AAN AOPAAES
% s \ e ~ P > ’ 1% ~ ~ \ \
elvar kal €uol kal 6Twody dAw dmokpivaclar 8Tt T® KaAd Ta kala

ylyveTar kaAd* 7) o0 kal ool dokel,
Aokel.

Kai peyéfer dpa 7o peyda peydla wkal 1o pellw pelw, xal

’ \ > ’ 3> ’
OULKPOTYTL T ENATTW ENATTW;

“ flowering, luxuriant 5 good-hearted; simple

329



330

OAIAQN

Nadl.

N v P <, A
098¢ ob dp’ av dmodéxowo € Tis Twa Pain E€Tepov €répov T
kepary) pellw elvat, kal TOV ENATTW TG aVTP TOUTW ENATTW, dAAQ
’ N e/ \ \ > \ R4 ’ N e/ \ ~
dwapaptipoo av 61v oU pev ovdeér dAAo Aéyers 7 6Tt TO uetlov
Ly ., iy e N , sos
may €repov €Tépov ovderi dAAw peildv éoTw 1) peyéler, kai dua
TovTo uetlov, dua 7O péyelos, 1o B¢ ENaTTov ovdevi dAAw E\aTTov 1)
’ \ \ ~ v \ \ ’ 4
OuKPOTNTL, Kal dwa TobTo ENaTTOV, da TV OKPSTYTA, PoBoluevos
- , , ;o TN S
oluar w1 Tis oot evavTios Adyos amavTion, €av T1j kepalj pellovd Twa
oijs €lvar kal ENATTW, TPDTOV eV T avT® TO petlov petlov elvar kal
\ y y y . . f , ,
70 é\atTov éNaTTov, émeiTa T) kedal]] oukpd ovoy Tov pellw pelw
elvat, kal TobTo &) Tépas elvat, TO CUKP®D Twi uéyav Twa elvar’ 1) ovk

av ¢ofoto Tavra;
Kai o0 KéBns yehdoas, éywye, Epn.

Odkodv, 7 § 8s, Ta dérka TV oxTw Svotv mAelw eivat, kal dta TavTyy
™ airiav vmepBd \ew, ¢oBoto av Aéyew, ala uy mAjler kal dua

\ ~ \ \ , ~ ’ e g A~ 5 > > >
70 wAjfos; kal TO Simyxv Tob myyvalov Nuloer peilov evar AAN o

peyéder; 0 avTos ydp mov ¢pdfos.
Mavv v, €dn.

7 / (Y e\ / \ ’ > 7 o ~ ’
Ti 3¢, évi evos mpooTelévros ™y mpdolleow aitiav elvar 1ol dvo
’ N /’ A\ ’ > > ~ N ’ \
yevéolar 1) daoxobévtos v oxlow otk evAaBolo dv Aéyew; kal
L P e s ¥ y / \
peya av Bodms 67t ovk olofa dAAws mws €kaoTov yryvouevov 1)
I 6 - . ,
peTaoyov Tis dlas ovolas’ éxdoTov ob Av uerdoyy, Kal €v TovTols
ovk €xets A\ Twa alriov Tob dvo yevéolar aAN %) v Tijs duddos
, v osn y N oy
peTdoxeow, kal Oelv ToUTOU peTaoyelv Ta pwéAAovta dvo é€oeclal,
\ ’ [A) N ’ o b4 \ \ 7’ 4 \
kal povados 6 av ué\\y ev é€oeclar, Tas d¢ oyloels TavrTas kal
, s Ny \ y R ,
mpooéoeis kal Tas d\\as Tas TowavTas kowpelas édhms v xalpew,
\ > 7 ~ ~ ’ . \ \ \ hd \
mapels amokplvacar Tols ceavTol copwTépors® ov d¢ deduws dv, TO
- 7 s R > -
Aeyduevov, Ty cavTod okway’ kal TV drelplav, ExOuevos eke(vov Tod
acpalods Tijs vmolécews, olTws amoxkpivato dv. el & Tis avTijs Tijs

vmoléoews &xoiro, xaipew €dms Av kal ovk amokpivato €ws Qv Ta

6 property; essence ’ shadow



OAIAQN

am éxelvns opunlévra oréfaio €l oot al\jots ouppwret ) dapwver
emedr) O¢ éxelvns avTijs 8ol o€ diddvar Adyov, woalTws av ddoins,
dA\v ad vmdéfecw vmobéuevos Tis TV dvwler BetioTy daivoiro,
g e ey, ¢Sy s a p ., \
€ws eml T ikavov ENfots, dua 8¢ olk dv Ppipoto woTep of avTiNoykol
mepl Te THjs apxijs dadeyduevos kal TV €€ Exelvns wpunuEvwy, elmep
BovAowd 1L TV SvTwy evpely; exelvoirs uév yap lows ovde eis epl
p . Js ;8 ;e
ToUTOU Adyos ovde ¢povris'® ikavol yap Vo codlas opod mdvra
9.« . s e e
Kuk@vTes” Suws dvvaclar avTol avTols dpéokew: ob &, elmep €l TAVY

. N N ANy .
pthooGpwy, olpat Av ws €yw Aéyw ToLois.
ANnbéorara, épn, Aéyews, 6 Te Zuupias dua kat o KéBns.

EXEKPATHE. v3) Ala, & Qaldwv, eikdrws'® ye' Oavpaords ydp pot

dokel s Evapyds T@ Kal GuKpOY vodv EXovTL elTely EKEVOS TaDTA.
Ly s an N - Lo,
Mavv pev ovv, & Exéxpates, kal maot Tols mapoiow €dofev.

\ \ e A A > ~ ~ o , 5 \ , \ 5 \
EX. kal yap nuiv Tols amodor, viv 8¢ akovovow. alla Tiva &1 Jv Ta

uera TadTa Aexbévra;

‘Qs pév éym olpat, €mel alT® TadTa cuvexwpln, kal wpoloyeiTo elval
y o asn N - , s
Tt €kaoToV TAV €@V Kal ToUTwv TAA\a peTalapfdvovrta avTdv
TOUTWV TV €mwvupiav {oxew, TO O wuera TadTa NpdTa, € &, 7 &
o ~ o ’ 5 3 3 1% , ’ ~ /
8s, TabTa oUTws Aéyets, ap’ ovy, 6Tav Lwulav wxpdTovs ¢ijs pellw
etvar, Paldwvos ¢ ENATTw, Aéyes TOT elvar év 7 Zuupula duddTepa,

kal péyelos kal oukpo™)TA;
"Eywye.

AMa ydp, 7 & 8s, ouoloyels TO TOV Xipplav Umepéyew
ZwkpdTovs oy ws Tols prjpact Aéyetar oUTw kal TO dAnles
Exew; ov ydp mov mepukévar Lwuulay Vmepéxew TOUTW, TA
Splav  elvar, dAAa 7@ peyéder 6 Tuyxdver éxwvt o0d  ad
ZwKPATOUS VTTEPEXEw OTL LwKpdTnsS O 2wKpdTnS €oTw, aAN

01 oukpdTyTa €xer 0 XwkpdTns mpos TO €xelvov uéyebos;

8 thought, care 9 stir, mix '© like; fairly

331



332 OATAQN

all round and steadies the earth by the heaven; another gives the air as a
support to the earth, which is a sort of broad trough. Any power which in
arranging them as they are arranges them for the best never enters into their
minds; and instead of finding any superior strength in it, they rather expect
to discover another Atlas of the world who is stronger and more everlasting
and more containing than the good; — of the obligatory and containing power
of the good they think nothing; and yet this is the principle which I would
fain learn if any one would teach me. But as I have failed either to discover
myself, or to learn of any one else, the nature of the best, I will exhibit to you,
if you like, what I have found to be the second best mode of enquiring into
the cause.

I should very much like to hear, he replied.

Socrates proceeded: —1I thought that as I had failed in the contemplation of
true existence, I ought to be careful that I did not lose the eye of my soul;
as people may injure their bodily eye by observing and gazing on the sun
during an eclipse, unless they take the precaution of only looking at the
image reflected in the water, or in some similar medium. So in my own case,
I was afraid that my soul might be blinded altogether if I looked at things
with my eyes or tried to apprehend them by the help of the senses. And
I thought that I had better have recourse to the world of mind and seek
there the truth of existence. I dare say that the simile is not perfect— for
I am very far from admitting that he who contemplates existences through
the medium of thought, sees them only ‘through a glass darkly,” any more
than he who considers them in action and operation. However, this was the
method which I adopted: I first assumed some principle which I judged to be
the strongest, and then I affirmed as true whatever seemed to agree with this,
whether relating to the cause or to anything else; and that which disagreed
I regarded as untrue. But I should like to explain my meaning more clearly,
as I do not think that you as yet understand me.

No indeed, replied Cebes, not very well.

There is nothing new, he said, in what I am about to tell you; but only what
I have been always and everywhere repeating in the previous discussion and
on other occasions: I want to show you the nature of that cause which has
occupied my thoughts. I shall have to go back to those familiar words which
are in the mouth of every one, and first of all assume that there is an absolute
beauty and goodness and greatness, and the like; grant me this, and I hope
to be able to show you the nature of the cause, and to prove the immortality
of the soul.

Cebes said: You may proceed at once with the proof, for I grant you this.
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Well, he said, then I should like to know whether you agree with me in the
next step; for I cannot help thinking, if there be anything beautiful other than
absolute beauty should there be such, that it can be beautiful only in as far
as it partakes of absolute beauty —and I should say the same of everything.
Do you agree in this notion of the cause?

Yes, he said, I agree.

He proceeded: I know nothing and can understand nothing of any other
of those wise causes which are alleged; and if a person says to me that the
bloom of colour, or form, or any such thing is a source of beauty, I leave
all that, which is only confusing to me, and simply and singly, and perhaps
foolishly, hold and am assured in my own mind that nothing makes a thing
beautiful but the presence and participation of beauty in whatever way or
manner obtained; for as to the manner I am uncertain, but I stoutly contend
that by beauty all beautiful things become beautiful. This appears to me to be
the safest answer which I can give, either to myself or to another, and to this
I cling, in the persuasion that this principle will never be overthrown, and
that to myself or to any one who asks the question, I may safely reply, That
by beauty beautiful things become beautiful. Do you not agree with me?

I do.

And that by greatness only great things become great and greater greater, and
by smallness the less become less?

True.

Then if a person were to remark that A is taller by a head than B, and B
less by a head than A, you would refuse to admit his statement, and would
stoutly contend that what you mean is only that the greater is greater by,
and by reason of, greatness, and the less is less only by, and by reason of,
smallness; and thus you would avoid the danger of saying that the greater
is greater and the less less by the measure of the head, which is the same in
both, and would also avoid the monstrous absurdity of supposing that the
greater man is greater by reason of the head, which is small. You would be
afraid to draw such an inference, would you not?

Indeed, I should, said Cebes, laughing.

In like manner you would be afraid to say that ten exceeded eight by, and by
reason of, two; but would say by, and by reason of, number; or you would
say that two cubits exceed one cubit not by a half, but by magnitude?- for
there is the same liability to error in all these cases.

Very true, he said.
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Again, would you not be cautious of affirming that the addition of one to
one, or the division of one, is the cause of two? And you would loudly
asseverate that you know of no way in which anything comes into existence
except by participation in its own proper essence, and consequently, as far
as you know, the only cause of two is the participation in duality —this is
the way to make two, and the participation in one is the way to make one.
You would say: I will let alone puzzles of division and addition — wiser heads
than mine may answer them; inexperienced as I am, and ready to start, as the
proverb says, at my own shadow, I cannot afford to give up the sure ground
of a principle. And if any one assails you there, you would not mind him,
or answer him, until you had seen whether the consequences which follow
agree with one another or not, and when you are further required to give an
explanation of this principle, you would go on to assume a higher principle,
and a higher, until you found a resting-place in the best of the higher; but
you would not confuse the principle and the consequences in your reasoning,
like the Eristics—at least if you wanted to discover real existence. Not that
this confusion signifies to them, who never care or think about the matter at
all, for they have the wit to be well pleased with themselves however great
may be the turmoil of their ideas. But you, if you are a philosopher, will
certainly do as I say.

What you say is most true, said Simmias and Cebes, both speaking at once.

ECHECRATES: Yes, Phaedo; and I do not wonder at their assenting. Any one
who has the least sense will acknowledge the wonderful clearness of Socrates’
reasoning.

PHAEDO: Certainly, Echecrates; and such was the feeling of the whole
company at the time.

ECHECRATES: Yes, and equally of ourselves, who were not of the company,
and are now listening to your recital. But what followed?

PHAEDO: After all this had been admitted, and they had that ideas exist,
and that other things participate in them and derive their names from them,
Socrates, if I remember rightly, said: — This is your way of speaking; and yet
when you say that Simmias is greater than Socrates and less than Phaedo, do
you not predicate of Simmias both greatness and smallness?

Yes, I do.

But still you allow that Simmias does not really exceed Socrates, as the words
may seem to imply, because he is Simmias, but by reason of the size
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vocabulary

&Bp<w observe, gaze

avayxage force, compel

amAoog single; simple ~haploid
&molein leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amohpmtave leave behind, fail
dropynroved® remember, record
Gpo interrogative pcl

&ptOpém to count ~arithmetic
Gpt0pég number

&pTt at the same time

&pTiog suitable

abTeg just so, merely; in vain ~after
yéveotg -ewg (f) source, origin
~genus

OMA6w show, disclose

oMmov perhaps; is it not so?

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

€Aoydg small; comp.: less ~light
Evetpt be in ~ion

gviot some

€vvoéw consider

grept lie upon; approach ~ion
émovop.dlw to name

émwydpLog called, named

¢owtdw ask about something
fuovg half ~hemisphere

frot truly; either, or

0zppn6g warm, hot ~thermos

i0éa id7g semblance; kind, style
{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xaitol and yet; and in fact; although
@éyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

pnetddew smile

petdtdw smile

undémote never

rope1 beauty

val yea

ouoloyéw agree with/to

Opwg anyway, nevertheless
ovopdalw to address, name ~name

OATAQN

omolog whatever kind

0pilw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

003ETOoTE never

ob7ig nobody, nothing

méOnpa -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

Tovtdmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TopafBdAlw put at risk ~ballistic
TePLooog prodigious, superfluous
mtéte when?

TPocayopeLw address, call by name
TPOCIE oMo await

mpooeLut approach, draw near; add
~ion

mpocépyopat come forward,
surrender, come in

mpooinut be allowed near

oa@1g clear, understandable
oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxombw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

otixog line of soldiers, writing
ouYYwPEEw accede, concede
oOp.EMUL assent, concede
GUVOUOAOYE® agree

Topdoow mess things up ~trachea
téooonpeg four ~trapezoid

toivuy well, then

uréEeut withdraw; go out
OTePéyw be over; protect

OTéyw promise; hold out one’s
hand; submit to

vTopévw stay behind, await
~remain

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
¥ty yLévog (I, 3) snow

Poypds (D) cold ~psychology
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which he has; just as Simmias does not exceed Socrates because he is Simmias,
any more than because Socrates is Socrates, but because he has smallness when
compared with the greatness of Simmias?

True.

And if Phaedo exceeds him in size, this is not because Phaedo is Phaedo, but
because Phaedo has greatness relatively to Simmias, who is comparatively
smaller?

That is true.

And therefore Simmias is said to be great, and is also said to be small, because
he is in a mean between them, exceeding the smallness of the one by his
greatness, and allowing the greatness of the other to exceed his smallness.
He added, laughing, I am speaking like a book, but I believe that what I am
saying is true.

Simmias assented.

I speak as I do because I want you to agree with me in thinking, not only that
absolute greatness will never be great and also small, but that greatness in
us or in the concrete will never admit the small or admit of being exceeded:
instead of this, one of two things will happen, either the greater will fly or
retire before the opposite, which is the less, or at the approach of the less has
already ceased to exist; but will not, if allowing or admitting of smallness,
be changed by that; even as I, having received and admitted smallness when
compared with Simmias, remain just as I was, and am the same small person.
And as the idea of greatness cannot condescend ever to be or become small,
in like manner the smallness in us cannot be or become great; nor can any
other opposite which remains the same ever be or become its own opposite,
but either passes away or perishes in the change.

That, replied Cebes, is quite my notion.

Hereupon one of the company, though I do not exactly remember which of
them, said: In heaven’s name, is not this the direct contrary of what was
admitted before —that out of the greater came the less and out of the less the
greater, and that opposites were simply generated from opposites; but now
this principle seems to be utterly denied.

Socrates inclined his head to the speaker and listened. I like your courage,
he said, in reminding us of this. But you do not observe that there is a
difference in the two cases. For then we were speaking of opposites in the
concrete, and now of the essential opposite which, as is affirmed, neither in
us nor in nature can ever be at variance with itself: then, my friend, we were
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speaking of things in which opposites are inherent and which are called after
them, but now about the opposites which are inherent in them and which give
their name to them; and these essential opposites will never, as we maintain,
admit of generation into or out of one another. At the same time, turning to
Cebes, he said: Are you at all disconcerted, Cebes, at our friend’s objection?

No, I do not feel so, said Cebes; and yet I cannot deny that I am often
disturbed by objections.

Then we are agreed after all, said Socrates, that the opposite will never in any
case be opposed to itself?

To that we are quite agreed, he replied.

Yet once more let me ask you to consider the question from another point of
view, and see whether you agree with me: — There is a thing which you term
heat, and another thing which you term cold?

Certainly.

But are they the same as fire and snow?

Most assuredly not.

Heat is a thing different from fire, and cold is not the same with snow?
Yes.

And yet you will surely admit, that when snow, as was before said, is under
the influence of heat, they will not remain snow and heat; but at the advance
of the heat, the snow will either retire or perish?

Very true, he replied.

And the fire too at the advance of the cold will either retire or perish; and
when the fire is under the influence of the cold, they will not remain as before,
fire and cold.

That is true, he said.

And in some cases the name of the idea is not only attached to the idea in an
eternal connection, but anything else which, not being the idea, exists only in
the form of the idea, may also lay claim to it. I will try to make this clearer
by an example: — The odd number is always called by the name of odd?

Very true.

But is this the only thing which is called odd? Are there not other things
which have their own name, and yet are called odd, because, although not
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the same as oddness, they are never without oddness? —that is what I mean
to ask—whether numbers such as the number three are not of the class of
odd. And there are many other examples: would you not say, for example,
that three may be called by its proper name, and also be called odd, which
is not the same with three? and this may be said not only of three but also
of five, and of every alternate number —each of them without being oddness
is odd, and in the same way two and four, and the other series of alternate
numbers, has every number even, without being evenness. Do you agree?

Of course.

Then now mark the point at which I am aiming:—not only do essential
opposites exclude one another, but also concrete things, which, although not
in themselves opposed, contain opposites; these, I say, likewise reject the idea
which is opposed to that which is contained in them, and when it approaches
them they either perish or withdraw. For example; Will not the number
three endure annihilation or anything sooner than be converted into an even
number, while remaining three?

Very true, said Cebes.

And yet, he said, the number two is certainly not opposed to the number
three?

It is not.

Then not only do opposite ideas repel the advance of one another, but also
there are other natures which repel the approach of opposites.

Very true, he said.
Suppose, he said, that we endeavour, if possible, to determine what these are.
By all means.

Are they not, Cebes, such as compel the things of which they have possession,
not only to take their own form, but also the form of some opposite?

What do you mean?

I mean, as I was just now saying, and as I am sure that you know, that those
things which are possessed by the number three must not only be three in
number, but must also be odd.

Quite true.

And on this oddness, of which the number three has the impress, the opposite
idea will never intrude?
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No.
And this impress was given by the odd principle?

Yes.
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&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&3dVvatog unable; impossible
&upodvg ignorant

dpotpog bereft, exempt

&povoog unmusical, unrefined
avofBaiie delay; lift up ~ballistic
&vayxraiog coerced, coercing, slavery
amiotém disbelieve ~stand
amodeixvopt (0) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
amooBévvopt (D) extinguish
GptOpég number

&pTrog suitable

&opdheta safeguard

do@alvg safe, easy, steady, careful
obTwg just so, merely; in vain ~after
ofitac emphatic 1

dapaxopat fight hard, contend
dtwAdorog twofold, double
éyyiyvopou live in ~genus

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

elmep if indeed

gnbyw drive game; induce belief
~demagogue

gmeLut lie upon; approach ~ion
gmépyopat approach, arrive
gmi@épw bestow, impute ~bear
Eoapat love, aor. fall in love; long
for, covet ~erotic

Epopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

gpwThw ask about something
Nutéitog 1.5 times ~hemisphere
futovg half ~hemisphere

0zpn6g warm, hot ~thermos
Oeppdtng -tog (f, 3) heat

0Ovntoc mortal ~euthanasia

i0€a id7jg semblance; kind, style
%xwWAOe (D) hinder, prevent
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undEmote never

ptpéopon (1) imitate, represent
wovy staying, delaying

povotxdg musical, aesthetic

val yea

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

vocéw be sick, be mad, suffer
véoog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

otyopot come, go, leave, be gone
onoloyéw agree with/to

Ouewe anyway, nevertheless
ovopalem to address, name ~name
0pilw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

00x0DY not so?; and so

obxovv certainly not

TAUTOAVG Very great

TePLoodg prodigious, superfluous
7Y somewhere, somehow

molog what kind

76te when?

76tepog which, whichever of two
Tpoepéw say beforehand
TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

Tupetdg fever ~pyre

ouvdoxéw seem good also
6@O63pa very much

G OMAY rest, leisure

Toivuy well, then

TorTNUoOpLog 1/3

OméEesut withdraw; go out
vTopéve stay behind, await
~remain

@00opa ruin, rape

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

XtV yLévog (I, 3) snow

Puxpog (D) cold ~psychology
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And to the odd is opposed the even?

True.

Then the idea of the even number will never arrive at three?
No.

Then three has no part in the even?

None.

Then the triad or number three is uneven?

Very true.

To return then to my distinction of natures which are not opposed, and yet do
not admit opposites—as, in the instance given, three, although not opposed
to the even, does not any the more admit of the even, but always brings the
opposite into play on the other side; or as two does not receive the odd, or fire
the cold —from these examples (and there are many more of them) perhaps
you may be able to arrive at the general conclusion, that not only opposites
will not receive opposites, but also that nothing which brings the opposite will
admit the opposite of that which it brings, in that to which it is brought. And
here let me recapitulate —for there is no harm in repetition. The number
five will not admit the nature of the even, any more than ten, which is the
double of five, will admit the nature of the odd. The double has another
opposite, and is not strictly opposed to the odd, but nevertheless rejects the
odd altogether. Nor again will parts in the ratio3:2, nor any fraction in which
there is a half, nor again in which there is a third, admit the notion of the
whole, although they are not opposed to the whole: You will agree?

Yes, he said, I entirely agree and go along with you in that.

And now, he said, let us begin again; and do not you answer my question in
the words in which I ask it: let me have not the old safe answer of which
I spoke at first, but another equally safe, of which the truth will be inferred
by you from what has been just said. I mean that if any one asks you ‘what
that is, of which the inherence makes the body hot,” you will reply not heat
(this is what I call the safe and stupid answer), but fire, a far superior answer,
which we are now in a condition to give. Or if any one asks you ‘why a
body is diseased,” you will not say from disease, but from fever; and instead
of saying that oddness is the cause of odd numbers, you will say that the
monad is the cause of them: and so of things in general, as I dare say that
you will understand sufficiently without my adducing any further examples.

Yes, he said, I quite understand you.
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Tell me, then, what is that of which the inherence will render the body alive?
The soul, he replied.

And is this always the case?

Yes, he said, of course.

Then whatever the soul possesses, to that she comes bearing life?

Yes, certainly.

And is there any opposite to life?

There is, he said.

And what is that?

Death.

Then the soul, as has been acknowledged, will never receive the opposite of
what she brings.

Impossible, replied Cebes.

And now, he said, what did we just now call that principle which repels the
even?

The odd.

And that principle which repels the musical, or the just?
The unmusical, he said, and the unjust.

And what do we call the principle which does not admit of death?
The immortal, he said.

And does the soul admit of death?

No.

Then the soul is immortal?

Yes, he said.

And may we say that this has been proven?

Yes, abundantly proven, Socrates, he replied.

Supposing that the odd were imperishable, must not three be imperishable?
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Of course.

And if that which is cold were imperishable, when the warm principle came
attacking the snow, must not the snow have retired whole and unmelted — for
it could never have perished, nor could it have remained and admitted the
heat?

True, he said.

Again, if the uncooling or warm principle were imperishable, the fire when
assailed by cold would not have perished or have been extinguished, but
would have gone away unaffected?

Certainly, he said.

And the same may be said of the immortal: if the immortal is also
imperishable, the soul when attacked by death cannot perish; for the
preceding argument shows that the soul will not admit of death, or ever
be dead, any more than three or the odd number will admit of the even, or
fire or the heat in the fire, of the cold. Yet a person may say: ‘But although
the odd will not become even at the approach of the even, why may not the
odd perish and the even take the place of the odd?” Now to him who makes
this objection, we cannot answer that the odd principle is imperishable; for
this has not been acknowledged, but if this had been acknowledged, there
would have been no difficulty in contending that at the approach of the even
the odd principle and the number three took their departure; and the same
argument would have held good of fire and heat and any other thing.

Very true.

And the same may be said of the immortal: if the immortal is also
imperishable, then the soul will be imperishable as well as immortal; but
if not, some other proof of her imperishableness will have to be given.

No other proof is needed, he said; for if the immortal, being eternal, is liable
to perish, then nothing is imperishable.

Yes, replied Socrates, and yet all men will agree that God, and the essential
form of life, and the immortal in general, will never perish.

Yes, all men, he said —that is true; and what is more, gods, if I am not
mistaken, as well as men.

Seeing then that the immortal is indestructible, must not the soul, if she is
immortal, be also imperishable?

Most certainly.
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Then when death attacks a man, the mortal portion of him may be supposed
to die, but the immortal retires at the approach of death and is preserved safe
and sound?

True.

Then, Cebes, beyond question, the soul is immortal and imperishable, and
our souls will truly exist in another world!

I am convinced, Socrates, said Cebes, and have nothing more to object; but
if my friend Simmias, or any one else, has any further objection to make, he
had better speak out,
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
&A@ sister

aifp ether, air, sky ~ether
axé0aptog not pure

éxptg -6¢ (f) hilltop ~acute
dxpov crest, extremity ~acute
&An0tvdg honest, genuine
#ANOOL elsewhere, abroad

d&Auy brine, sea salt ~halogen
aAovpyig sea-purple

aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avérte bind; blame; kindle
~haptic

&v0og flower

&v0pdmivog human

avtiteivo resist

v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

avwOev from above, the beginning
dmahloy relief, escape
dmallaEelw wish to get rid of
oA A&oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
amiotio disbelief, distrust
amopta difficulty, bottleneck ~pierce
doxéw satisfy; ward off, defend;
suffice

Go0éveto weakness

&oTpov star

G&rpée (1) insult, dishonor
Bérpoayog frog

BéAtioTog best, noblest
BopPopog mud, filth

Bpadutig -tog (f, 3) slowness
~Sp.~gordo

Yoopeig -og (m) painter
Yuow plaster with gypsum
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daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate,
doom ~demon

3¢v3pov tree

Srotpéow divide, distinguish,
distribute

StaAopfave distribute
Stapoptdve miss, fail utterly
Stavoéw have in mind
oteEgpyopon go through
dunyéopon detail, describe

elmep if indeed

elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
Exd0w take off; leave; avoid
éxeloe thither

ExmAeog full of, abundant
€v0évde hence

gEapxéw be enough; be satisfied
gmoxorovBéw chase; accrue
gmavinut let go, relax

émpédeta attention; assigned task
gmoxéntopon look upon, inspect
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
&rw (mid) follow, accompany; (act,
uncommon) handle, take care of
Eoporwov (f) of Hermes; windfall
Eoyatog farthest, last

Oavpoaoctog wonderful; admirable
Ouoia sacrifice

i0éa i07jg semblance; kind, style
{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xo0opdg clean, pure

%®éAhog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xotoBLpodoxw devour

xotalpw swoop; land
xortopdopot (aao) curse
xazoypbdopot (mp) abuse, use up;
(act) be enough

xoteldov look upon

¥Afvw (1) lean, recline ~incline
x0tAog hollow ~hollow

x6optog well-behaved



OATAQN

AoyyGve be allotted; (esp. Acha-
forms) allot; receive

AopEdg brilliant ~lamp

AlOzog made of stone ~monolith
nétptog medium, moderate
undemTOTE Never yet

uijxog -oug (n, 3) length, stature
wéyrg with difficulty, barely
préprov piece, member; part of
speech

popuNEg ant

voéuLpog customary, legal, natural
oixelg -oc (m) house servant
~economics

olunotg -swg (f) habitation

oipog stripe

opiyAn fog, cloud ~mist
opotétng -tog (f, 3) resemblance
67t wherever, however

00060 stand up

mowdela child-rearing, education
TovToyl everywhere

Tyt everywhere

coavrtodorig of every kind, manifold
covtodonog of every kind, manifold
méhoryog -oug (n, 3) the open sea
~pelagic

7eAdlw bring/come to, near, into
contact with

meplodog picket, circuit
TePLPeENg round, amid

TNAGg clay, mud

mAavée lead astray; (mp) wander
~plankton

mowxiAog ornamented; various
mopela gait, march
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TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

TPOGJO%GW expect

TPOooN®w belong to, it beseems
TTOEW scare

TRy -évog (m, 3) base, bottom

o TNHAY post, column

oTiABw shine ~stilbene

oUyxetpot be composed of, agreed
on

6UAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
cvveyhg (D) continuously

ovppéw flow together

cpotpo ball

oyilw split ~schism

ocwtnplia saving, preservation
Texpaipopot conclude, declare from
evidence

Télerog finished ~apostle

Té\po pond, swamp; mud for
mortar

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
Om60eo1g -ewg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

@ovtdew make visible; imagine
@ovelg -wg (m) killer ~offend
@oovIog sensible, prudent

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XLy yLovog (f, 3) snow

xo®pa -tog (n, 3) color

xwpéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir

®oadtwg in the same way

®EeAéw help, be useful
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and not keep silence, since I do not know to what other season he can defer
the discussion, if there is anything which he wants to say or to have said.

But I have nothing more to say, replied Simmias; nor can I see any reason
for doubt after what has been said. But I still feel and cannot help feeling
uncertain in my own mind, when I think of the greatness of the subject and
the feebleness of man.

Yes, Simmias, replied Socrates, that is well said: and I may add that
first principles, even if they appear certain, should be carefully considered;
and when they are satisfactorily ascertained, then, with a sort of hesitating
confidence in human reason, you may, I think, follow the course of the
argument; and if that be plain and clear, there will be no need for any further

enquiry.
Very true.

But then, O my friends, he said, if the soul is really immortal, what care
should be taken of her, not only in respect of the portion of time which is
called life, but of eternity! And the danger of neglecting her from this point
of view does indeed appear to be awful. If death had only been the end of
all, the wicked would have had a good bargain in dying, for they would have
been happily quit not only of their body, but of their own evil together with
their souls. But now, inasmuch as the soul is manifestly immortal, there is
no release or salvation from evil except the attainment of the highest virtue
and wisdom. For the soul when on her progress to the world below takes
nothing with her but nurture and education; and these are said greatly to
benefit or greatly to injure the departed, at the very beginning of his journey
thither.

For after death, as they say, the genius of each individual, to whom he
belonged in life, leads him to a certain place in which the dead are gathered
together, whence after judgment has been given they pass into the world
below, following the guide, who is appointed to conduct them from this world
to the other: and when they have there received their due and remained their
time, another guide brings them back again after many revolutions of ages.
Now this way to the other world is not, as Aeschylus says in the Telephus, a
single and straight path —if that were so no guide would be needed, for no
one could miss it; but there are many partings of the road, and windings, as I
infer from the rites and sacrifices which are offered to the gods below in places
where three ways meet on earth. The wise and orderly soul follows in the
straight path and is conscious of her surroundings; but the soul which desires
the body, and which, as I was relating before, has long been fluttering about
the lifeless frame and the world of sight, is after many struggles and many
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sufferings hardly and with violence carried away by her attendant genius, and
when she arrives at the place where the other souls are gathered, if she be
impure and have done impure deeds, whether foul murders or other crimes
which are the brothers of these, and the works of brothers in crime —from
that soul every one flees and turns away; no one will be her companion, no
one her guide, but alone she wanders in extremity of evil until certain times
are fulfilled, and when they are fulfilled, she is borne irresistibly to her own
fitting habitation; as every pure and just soul which has passed through life
in the company and under the guidance of the gods has also her own proper
home.

Now the earth has divers wonderful regions, and is indeed in nature and
extent very unlike the notions of geographers, as I believe on the authority of
one who shall be nameless.

What do you mean, Socrates? said Simmias. I have myself heard many
descriptions of the earth, but I do not know, and I should very much like to
know, in which of these you put faith.

And I, Simmias, replied Socrates, if I had the art of Glaucus would tell you;
although I know not that the art of Glaucus could prove the truth of my
tale, which I myself should never be able to prove, and even if I could, I
fear, Simmias, that my life would come to an end before the argument was
completed. I may describe to you, however, the form and regions of the earth
according to my conception of them.

That, said Simmias, will be enough.

Well, then, he said, my conviction is, that the earth is a round body in the
centre of the heavens, and therefore has no need of air or any similar force
to be a support, but is kept there and hindered from falling or inclining any
way by the equability of the surrounding heaven and by her own equipoise.
For that which, being in equipoise, is in the centre of that which is equably
diffused, will not incline any way in any degree, but will always remain in
the same state and not deviate. And this is my first notion.

Which is surely a correct one, said Simmias.

Also I believe that the earth is very vast, and that we who dwell in the region
extending from the river Phasis to the Pillars of Heracles inhabit a small
portion only about the sea, like ants or frogs about a marsh, and that there
are other inhabitants of many other like places; for everywhere on the face of
the earth there are hollows of various forms and sizes, into which the water
and the mist and the lower air collect. But the true earth is pure and situated
in the pure heaven —there are the stars also; and it is the heaven which is
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commonly spoken of by us as the ether, and of which our own earth is the
sediment gathering in the hollows beneath. But we who live in these hollows
are deceived into the notion that we are dwelling above on the surface of the
earth; which is just as if a creature who was at the bottom of the sea were to
fancy that he was on the surface of the water, and that the sea was the heaven
through which he saw the sun and the other stars, he having never come to
the surface by reason of his feebleness and sluggishness, and having never
lifted up his head and seen, nor ever heard from one who had seen, how
much purer and fairer the world above is than his own. And such is exactly
our case: for we are dwelling in a hollow of the earth, and fancy that we are
on the surface; and the air we call the heaven, in which we imagine that the
stars move. But the fact is, that owing to our feebleness and sluggishness we
are prevented from reaching the surface of the air: for if any man could arrive
at the exterior limit, or take the wings of a bird and come to the top, then like
a fish who puts his head out of the water and sees this world, he would see
a world beyond; and, if the nature of man could sustain the sight, he would
acknowledge that this other world was the place of the true heaven and the
true light and the true earth. For our earth, and the stones, and the entire
region which surrounds us, are spoilt and corroded, as in the sea all things
are corroded by the brine, neither is there any noble or perfect growth, but
caverns only, and sand, and an endless slough of mud: and even the shore is
not to be compared to the fairer sights of this world. And still less is this our
world to be compared with the other. Of that upper earth which is under the
heaven, I can tell you a charming tale, Simmias, which is well worth hearing.

And we, Socrates, replied Simmias, shall be charmed to listen to you.

The tale, my friend, he said, is as follows: —In the first place, the earth, when
looked at from above, is in appearance streaked like one of those balls which
have leather coverings in twelve pieces, and is decked with various colours,
of which the colours used by painters on earth are in a manner samples.
But there the whole earth is made up of them, and they are brighter far and
clearer than ours; there is a purple of wonderful lustre, also the radiance of
gold, and the white which is in the earth is whiter than any chalk or snow. Of
these and other colours the earth is made up, and they are more in number
and fairer than the eye of man has ever seen; the very hollows (of which I
was speaking) filled with air and water have a colour of their own, and are
seen like light gleaming amid the diversity of the other colours, so that the
whole presents a single and continuous appearance
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
adixnpa -tog (n, 3) wrong, misdeed
aevawy (ao) ever-flowing

aifnp ether, air, sky ~ether
oioOrnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
aioyog -eog (n, 3) insult; disgrace
aiwpén lift; (mp) hang

é&xon hearing ~acoustic
axdéhovlog following, attending
&AN0OL elsewhere, abroad

dAMooe elsewhere ~alien

dApy brine, sea salt ~halogen
dAoog -cog (n, 3) grove, sacred place
apdptypoe -tog (n, 3) failure, fault
auiyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avormvéw catch one’s breath ~apnea
&vdpo@o6vog murderous ~offend
&vooog disease-free ~noisome
v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

amoavtde encounter, come upon
dmag once

&mboraotg -swg (f) revolt;
separation

dpyvpog silver, money ~Argentina
&otpov star

Bé&Bog -ouvg (n, 3) depth, height
Ba0bg high, deep ~bathysphere
Baoabpov gulf, pit ~voracious
Béoog by force

Braew use force against, overcome
Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yéveotg -ewg (f) source, origin
~genus

daipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate,
doom ~demon

dtaprepég right through; all the
time, forever

dta@aive seem, show through
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~photon

S3téEndog draEddou (f) outlet, path;
narrative

elocLpt go in; come in range; come
to mind ~ion

eiopéw flow into

éxaoTote each time

ExatépmwOey on both sides
eéxatépwoe to either side, both ways
éxBaive come forth, disembark
~basis

éxBoAy throwing out

éxmimttoe fall out of ~petal
éxmitve fall out of

éxpéw flow out, be shed

éuninto fall into; attack ~petal
gvetut be in ~ion

€viot some

gvtedlev thence

gEete go forth; is possible ~ion
g€epydalopat accomplish; undo
gmovopal® to name

€pfiog empty

Eoyortog farthest, last

ebdatpovia prosperity

eddaipwy blessed with a good
genius

edepyeoia good deed, public service
~ergonomics

Zéw boil ~eczema

{®ov being, animal; picture

0¢apa -tog (aa, n, 3) sight, spectacle
Oczatiig -00 (@, m, 1) spectator,
witness

0=ppdég warm, hot ~thermos
0zopow to heat

ixetedw approach to beg

xafoipw clean

»xafinue () speed down upon; take
down ~jet

xotovtixpd (10) right down from
xotec0iw devour ~eat
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xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
xpoive accomplish; (rare) rule
%pa¢ -16g (f, 3) head

xpotip -og (m) mixing bowl for
wine

xpéog -w¢ (n) meat ~creatine
xpNvyn well, spring

%xUxAog circle, wheel ~cycle
xopaive (D) billow, swell
~accumulate

xwxvTé¢ (D) lamentation

My cease, (+gen+ppl) cause to
cease ~lax

AlOsog made of stone ~monolith
Alpvm lake, marsh, basin, sea
~limnic

povteto oracular power

petpopon receive as a portion
~Moira

peodyorog inland

petopéropon (impers.+dat.) cause
regret to; (mp) regret

proptov piece, member; part of
speech

vooog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

6domotéw make a path

67y wherever, however

Sotg 8pewg (m) serpent ~ophidian
0yetlg water pipe

Oynpo vehicle

TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TovTayod everywhere; completely
mavtodarnig of every kind, manifold
covtodonog of every kind, manifold
Topbvopog lawless, unlawful
mépog -toc (n, 3) cord; bound, crux,
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outcome ~prove

TEPQW cross over, drive across; sell
as a slave ~pierce

mepLépyopon go around; come next
to

meptppéw flow around ~rheostat
TNAOg clay, mud

TAoTOg extensive, wide

mountig -o0 (m, 1) maker, author
Towtég made, well-made ~poet
ToAAayi] in many places or ways
ToAAay i in many places or ways
TPOOJO%GW expect

TPOooN®w belong to, it beseems
muluiy -évog (m, 3) base, bottom
pedpa -tog (n, 3) flow

ouetéw hurl

pimte hurl

eV moon

opdpaydog emerald

ovvéropat go along with ~sequel
ouvovoia society, sex
ouvteTpoivw connect with a passage
ovppéw flow together

tétoprog fourth ~trapezoid
TeTpalve pierce ~tribulation
TfjAe distant ~telescope

UPpiw insult, treat outrageously
0UYPOg wet

OTOYWPEEW recoil ~heir

@Nun speech, rumor ~fame

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@utoc natural

yéopo -tog (n, 3) chasm, gaping
opening

xo®pa -tog (n, 3) color

Yoypdg (D) cold ~psychology
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of variety in unity. And in this fair region everything that grows —trees, and
flowers, and fruits—are in a like degree fairer than any here; and there are
hills, having stones in them in a like degree smoother, and more transparent,
and fairer in colour than our highly-valued emeralds and sardonyxes and
jaspers, and other gems, which are but minute fragments of them: for there
all the stones are like our precious stones, and fairer still (compare Republic).
The reason is, that they are pure, and not, like our precious stones, infected
or corroded by the corrupt briny elements which coagulate among us, and
which breed foulness and disease both in earth and stones, as well as in
animals and plants. They are the jewels of the upper earth, which also shines
with gold and silver and the like, and they are set in the light of day and are
large and abundant and in all places, making the earth a sight to gladden the
beholder’s eye. And there are animals and men, some in a middle region,
others dwelling about the air as we dwell about the sea; others in islands
which the air lows round, near the continent: and in a word, the air is used
by them as the water and the sea are by us, and the ether is to them what
the air is to us. Moreover, the temperament of their seasons is such that
they have no disease, and live much longer than we do, and have sight and
hearing and smell, and all the other senses, in far greater perfection, in the
same proportion that air is purer than water or the ether than air. Also they
have temples and sacred places in which the gods really dwell, and they hear
their voices and receive their answers, and are conscious of them and hold
converse with them, and they see the sun, moon, and stars as they truly are,
and their other blessedness is of a piece with this.

Such is the nature of the whole earth, and of the things which are around
the earth; and there are divers regions in the hollows on the face of the globe
everywhere, some of them deeper and more extended than that which we
inhabit, others deeper but with a narrower opening than ours, and some are
shallower and also wider. All have numerous perforations, and there are
passages broad and narrow in the interior of the earth, connecting them with
one another; and there flows out of and into them, as into basins, a vast
tide of water, and huge subterranean streams of perennial rivers, and springs
hot and cold, and a great fire, and great rivers of fire, and streams of liquid
mud, thin or thick (like the rivers of mud in Sicily, and the lava streams
which follow them), and the regions about which they happen to flow are
filled up with them. And there is a swinging or see-saw in the interior of
the earth which moves all this up and down, and is due to the following
cause: — There is a chasm which is the vastest of them all, and pierces right
through the whole earth; this is that chasm which Homer describes in the
words, — ‘Far off, where is the inmost depth beneath the earth;’

And which he in other places, and many other poets, have called Tartarus.
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And the see-saw is caused by the streams flowing into and out of this chasm,
and they each have the nature of the soil through which they flow. And the
reason why the streams are always flowing in and out, is that the watery
element has no bed or bottom, but is swinging and surging up and down,
and the surrounding wind and air do the same; they follow the water up
and down, hither and thither, over the earth—just as in the act of respiration
the air is always in process of inhalation and exhalation;—and the wind
swinging with the water in and out produces fearful and irresistible blasts:
when the waters retire with a rush into the lower parts of the earth, as they
are called, they flow through the earth in those regions, and fill them up
like water raised by a pump, and then when they leave those regions and
rush back hither, they again fill the hollows here, and when these are filled,
flow through subterranean channels and find their way to their several places,
forming seas, and lakes, and rivers, and springs. Thence they again enter the
earth, some of them making a long circuit into many lands, others going to
a few places and not so distant; and again fall into Tartarus, some at a point
a good deal lower than that at which they rose, and others not much lower,
but all in some degree lower than the point from which they came. And
some burst forth again on the opposite side, and some on the same side, and
some wind round the earth with one or many folds like the coils of a serpent,
and descend as far as they can, but always return and fall into the chasm.
The rivers flowing in either direction can descend only to the centre and no
turther, for opposite to the rivers is a precipice.

Now these rivers are many, and mighty, and diverse, and there are four
principal ones, of which the greatest and outermost is that called Oceanus,
which flows round the earth in a circle; and in the opposite direction
flows Acheron, which passes under the earth through desert places into the
Acherusian lake: this is the lake to the shores of which the souls of the many
go when they are dead, and after waiting an appointed time, which is to
some a longer and to some a shorter time, they are sent back to be born
again as animals. The third river passes out between the two, and near the
place of outlet pours into a vast region of fire, and forms a lake larger than
the Mediterranean Sea, boiling with water and mud; and proceeding muddy
and turbid, and winding about the earth, comes, among other places, to the
extremities of the Acherusian Lake, but mingles not with the waters of the
lake, and after making many coils about the earth plunges into Tartarus at
a deeper level. This is that Pyriphlegethon, as the stream is called, which
throws up jets of fire in different parts of the earth. The fourth river goes
out on the opposite side, and falls first of all into a wild and savage region,
which is all of a dark-blue colour, like lapis lazuli; and this is that river
which is called the Stygian river, and falls into and forms the Lake Styx, and
after falling into the lake and receiving strange powers in the waters, passes
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under the earth, winding round in the opposite direction, and comes near the
Acherusian lake from the opposite side to Pyriphlegethon. And the water of
this river too mingles with no other, but flows round in a circle and falls into
Tartarus over against Pyriphlegethon; and the name of the river, as the poets
say, is Cocytus.

Such is the nature of the other world; and when the dead arrive at the place to
which the genius of each severally guides them, first of all, they have sentence
passed upon them, as they have lived well and piously or not. And those
who appear to have lived neither well nor ill, go to the river Acheron, and
embarking in any vessels which they may find, are carried in them to the lake,
and there they dwell and are purified of their evil deeds, and having suffered
the penalty of the wrongs which they have done to others, they are absolved,
and receive the rewards of their good deeds, each of them according to his
deserts. But those who appear to be incurable by reason of the greatness
of their crimes—who have committed many and terrible deeds of sacrilege,
murders foul and violent, or the like—such are hurled into Tartarus which
is their suitable destiny, and they never come out. Those again who have
committed crimes, which, although great, are not irremediable—who in a
moment of anger, for example, have done violence to a father or a mother,
and have repented for the remainder of their lives, or, who have taken the life
of another under the like extenuating circumstances — these are plunged into
Tartarus, the pains of which they are compelled to undergo for a year, but at
the end of the year the wave casts them forth—mere homicides by way of
Cocytus, parricides and matricides by Pyriphlegethon —and they are borne
to the Acherusian lake, and there they lift up their voices and call upon the
victims whom they have slain or wronged, to have pity on
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
GYYEMA® carry a message, announce
~angel

&brov &€brov prize ~athlete

&OAog &£6AouL contest, trial ~athlete
GAAGTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

avofAéntw look up; gain sight, open
one’s eyes

&vayxraiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vdpeia courage

&vdpetog of a man, manly

&vev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

&ve (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dmoANGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoPAémw stare at, adore
dmoomévdw libate; (mid) make a
treaty ~spontaneous

dorelog urbane, refined

Bépog -ovg (n, 3) weight, burden
BéATioTog best, noblest

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YeAdow laugh, smile, laugh at

YéAwg laughter

Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
YAlxopou cling to, long for

SoxpV® weep

octvéw eat, dine

deopwTNELOY prison

otayw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
OLaT&oow arrange, array

dtatpifew (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

dtaepobvtwg differently

OtéEeLe pass through; recount ~ion

OATAQN

SLépyopat pierce, traverse
Owxadw judge

duop sunset

gYyvao undertake

€YYV pledge, undertaking
elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
éxeloe thither

éxmive (1) drink up, consume
Ex@épw carry off ~bear
éxpedyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
Exxwpéw depart, back off, cede
éAevbepio freedom

gAevlzpdm set free

éumotéw make inside of ~poet
€vdexa eleven ~decimal

Evept be in ~ion

€v0évde hence

Eviot some

éviote sometimes

g€ete go forth; is possible ~ion
gowxotwg like; fairly

¢racidw sing with, to; charm
émeiyw weigh upon, drive; (mid)
hurry

énéyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gmeeni|g fitting ~icon
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
émtotéAAw send to, order
émoTiuoy skillful, clever ~station
gnloyw aim; restrain
ebdatpovia prosperity

ebxolog contented

evTuyg fortunate

Noovy pleasure

novyd quietly; somewhat

0émtw bury ~epitaph

0appéw be of good heart
0apoéw be of good heart

{Acwg propitious, gracious

{yvog -coc (n, 3) track, trace
xoOaipw clean

%xovog new, fresh, strange
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xoTOYLYVOoxw judge negatively
xotaxetpot lie down
xatapdopot (aaa) curse
%®oToPVoGw bury

xepdaivw profit, take advantage
xoopéw marshal, array ~cosmos
®OME -xog (f) cup

AovTpov bathing water

AoVw wash, bathe

peipopon receive as a portion
~Moira

peTooTEé@w turn around, change
one’s mind ~atrophy

petéyw partake of

nétptog medium, moderate
pnxdve lengthen

vedw nod

véw spin; swim ~neuro

voutpog customary, legal, natural
olxnua -tog (n, 3) room

oiunotg -swg (f) habitation
oixilw colonize, settle

6péywm hold out, offer, thrust ~reach
00Qavog orphan

o< late, in evening ~epitaph
mdAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

TdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
Topauéve stay with ~remain
ropapvdéopor (D) urge, advise
Topbmoay completely

mepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

mepLpévew wait for

mopeia gait, march
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Tpdog soft, gentle

TPETW be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

mpoBupéopar (D) be eager
TPOG30xXAwW expect

TpooeLut approach, draw near; add
~ion

mpotiOnut set before ~thesis
ndpo -to¢ (n, 3) cover; drink
~pastor

TWTOTE Never

oxéhog -cog (n, 3) leg ~scoliosis
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

otepéw steal, take

ouyylyvopo associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

ouyvog long; many; extensive
cw@POocVyY discretion, moderation
ToQ1] burial, grave

7ot€ then ... now ...

Tpéw flee in fear ~tremor

1piBw (1) rub; (mid) be worn out
~tribulation

O7TnEétng -ov (m, 1) servant, officer
LTOBAéTTw® look angrily

@appoxov drug, potion ~pharmacy
pcidopot spare, not use/harm
~aphid

XoAemalvew be violent, rage

xo®dpa -toc (n, 3) color

xweéw withdraw, give way to (+dat)
~heir
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them, and to be kind to them, and let them come out into the lake. And
if they prevail, then they come forth and cease from their troubles; but if
not, they are carried back again into Tartarus and from thence into the rivers
unceasingly, until they obtain mercy from those whom they have wronged: for
that is the sentence inflicted upon them by their judges. Those too who have
been pre-eminent for holiness of life are released from this earthly prison,
and go to their pure home which is above, and dwell in the purer earth;
and of these, such as have duly purified themselves with philosophy live
henceforth altogether without the body, in mansions fairer still which may
not be described, and of which the time would fail me to tell.

Wherefore, Simmias, seeing all these things, what ought not we to do that we
may obtain virtue and wisdom in this life? Fair is the prize, and the hope
great!

A man of sense ought not to say, nor will I be very confident, that the
description which I have given of the soul and her mansions is exactly true.
But I do say that, inasmuch as the soul is shown to be immortal, he may
venture to think, not improperly or unworthily, that something of the kind
is true. The venture is a glorious one, and he ought to comfort himself with
words like these, which is the reason why I lengthen out the tale. Wherefore,
I say, let a man be of good cheer about his soul, who having cast away the
pleasures and ornaments of the body as alien to him and working harm rather
than good, has sought after the pleasures of knowledge; and has arrayed the
soul, not in some foreign attire, but in her own proper jewels, temperance,
and justice, and courage, and nobility, and truth—in these adorned she is
ready to go on her journey to the world below, when her hour comes. You,
Simmias and Cebes, and all other men, will depart at some time or other. Me
already, as the tragic poet would say, the voice of fate calls. Soon I must drink
the poison; and I think that I had better repair to the bath first, in order that
the women may not have the trouble of washing my body after I am dead.

When he had done speaking, Crito said: And have you any commands for
us, Socrates—anything to say about your children, or any other matter in
which we can serve you?

Nothing particular, Crito, he replied: only, as I have always told you, take
care of yourselves; that is a service which you may be ever rendering to me
and mine and to all of us, whether you promise to do so or not. But if you
have no thought for yourselves, and care not to walk according to the rule
which I have prescribed for you, not now for the first time, however much
you may profess or promise at the moment, it will be of no avail.

We will do our best, said Crito: And in what way shall we bury you?
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In any way that you like; but you must get hold of me, and take care that I do
not run away from you. Then he turned to us, and added with a smile: —1
cannot make Crito believe that I am the same Socrates who have been talking
and conducting the argument; he fancies that I am the other Socrates whom
he will soon see, a dead body —and he asks, How shall he bury me? And
though I have spoken many words in the endeavour to show that when I
have drunk the poison I shall leave you and go to the joys of the blessed, —
these words of mine, with which I was comforting you and myself, have had,
as I perceive, no effect upon Crito. And therefore I want you to be surety for
me to him now, as at the trial he was surety to the judges for me: but let
the promise be of another sort; for he was surety for me to the judges that
I would remain, and you must be my surety to him that I shall not remain,
but go away and depart; and then he will suffer less at my death, and not
be grieved when he sees my body being burned or buried. I would not have
him sorrow at my hard lot, or say at the burial, Thus we lay out Socrates, or,
Thus we follow him to the grave or bury him; for false words are not only
evil in themselves, but they infect the soul with evil. Be of good cheer, then,
my dear Crito, and say that you are burying my body only, and do with that
whatever is usual, and what you think best.

When he had spoken these words, he arose and went into a chamber to bathe;
Crito followed him and told us to wait. So we remained behind, talking and
thinking of the subject of discourse, and also of the greatness of our sorrow;
he was like a father of whom we were being bereaved, and we were about to
pass the rest of our lives as orphans. When he had taken the bath his children
were brought to him — ( he had two young sons and an elder one); and the
women of his family also came, and he talked to them and gave them a few
directions in the presence of Crito; then he dismissed them and returned to
us.

Now the hour of sunset was near, for a good deal of time had passed while
he was within. When he came out, he sat down with us again after his bath,
but not much was said. Soon the jailer, who was the servant of the Eleven,
entered and stood by him, saying:—To you, Socrates, whom I know to be
the noblest and gentlest and best of all who ever came to this place, I will not
impute the angry feelings of other men, who rage and swear at me, when,
in obedience to the authorities, I bid them drink the poison —indeed, I am
sure that you will not be angry with me; for others, as you are aware, and
not I, are to blame. And so fare you well, and try to bear lightly what must
needs be—you know my errand. Then bursting into tears he turned away
and went out.

Socrates looked at him and said: I return your good wishes, and will do as
you bid. Then turning to us, he said, How charming the man is: since I have
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been in prison he has always been coming to see me, and at times he would
talk to me, and was as good to me as could be, and now see how generously
he sorrows on my account. We must do as he says, Crito; and therefore let
the cup be brought, if the poison is prepared: if not, let the attendant prepare
some.

Yet, said Crito, the sun is still upon the hill-tops, and I know that many a
one has taken the draught late, and after the announcement has been made
to him, he has eaten and drunk, and enjoyed the society of his beloved; do
not hurry — there is time enough.

Socrates said: Yes, Crito, and they of whom you speak are right in so acting,
for they think that they will be gainers by the delay; but I am right in not
following their example, for I do not think that I should gain anything by
drinking the poison a little later; I should only be ridiculous in my own eyes
for sparing and saving a life which is already forfeit. Please then to do as I
say, and not to refuse me.

Crito made a sign to the servant, who was standing by; and he went out, and
having been absent for some time, returned with the jailer carrying the cup
of poison. Socrates said: You, my good friend, who are experienced in these
matters, shall give me directions how I am to proceed. The man answered:
You have only to walk about until your legs are heavy, and then to lie down,
and the poison will act. At the same time he handed the cup to Socrates, who
in the easiest and gentlest manner, without the least fear or change of colour
or feature, looking at the man with all his eyes, Echecrates, as his manner
was, took the cup and said: What do you say about making a libation out of
this cup to any god? May I, or not? The man answered: We only prepare,
Socrates, just so much as we deem enough. I understand, he said: but I may
and must ask the gods to prosper my journey from this to the other world —
even so—and so be it according to my prayer. Then raising the cup to his
lips, quite readily and cheerfully he drank off the poison. And hitherto
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
aioxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

GAexTELOY -6vog (m, 3) chicken
aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

avoppuydopot (D) roar through
dmoxlaiw cry out loud
&moxAéw (ao) cry out loud
arorméumw send away ~pomp
armte set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

dovopat get, win

Bopbve (b) oppress ~baritone
daxpuov tear

0oxpV® weep

Otadeintw leave a gap, space apart
EYroAOTTTR veil, hide
ExxoAVTTtw disclose, reveal
gEavioTnut raise, bring/send out
gmdvelpt return

gnetdbv when, after

éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gmideixvope (D) display, exhibit
émoxoméw look upon, inspect
Epopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

edeuia speaking auspiciously
épamrte fasten upon ~haptic
fxLotog least; above all

novyia peace and quiet

Ttpov belly

Oawvpéorog wonderful

%x0TeEPEM be patient

OATAQN

rotoxAdw break off, break short
~iconoclast

xotoxAive (1) lay down ~incline
wwéw (1) set in motion, move,
remove ~Xkinetic

xAoiw weep

A& break, break off ~iconoclast
xviun lower leg

olyopot come, go, leave, be gone
Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

6peilw owe, should, if only
TepLépyopo go around; come next
to

TLECW press, squeeze ~Ppiezoelectric
oxéMog -cog (n, 3) leg ~scoliosis
otepéo steal, take

cuAAapBave seize, capture;
understand ~epilepsy

6@O63pa very much

o306V near, approximately at
~ischemia

Televtaiog last, final

TelevTdw bring about, finish
~apostle

teAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

TOyn fortune, act of a god

U7Tiog lying on one’s back; flipped;
flat

@appoaxoyv drug, potion ~pharmacy
@0éyyopor make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@ooviog sensible, prudent

PUYw (D) breathe, blow
~psychology
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most of us had been able to control our sorrow; but now when we saw him
drinking, and saw too that he had finished the draught, we could no longer
forbear, and in spite of myself my own tears were flowing fast; so that I
covered my face and wept, not for him, but at the thought of my own calamity
in having to part from such a friend. Nor was I the first; for Crito, when he
found himself unable to restrain his tears, had got up, and I followed; and
at that moment, Apollodorus, who had been weeping all the time, broke out
in a loud and passionate cry which made cowards of us all. Socrates alone
retained his calmness: What is this strange outcry? he said. I sent away the
women mainly in order that they might not misbehave in this way, for I have
been told that a man should die in peace. Be quiet, then, and have patience.
When we heard his words we were ashamed, and refrained our tears; and
he walked about until, as he said, his legs began to fail, and then he lay on
his back, according to the directions, and the man who gave him the poison
now and then looked at his feet and legs; and after a while he pressed his
foot hard, and asked him if he could feel; and he said, No; and then his
leg, and so upwards and upwards, and showed us that he was cold and stiff.
And he felt them himself, and said: When the poison reaches the heart, that
will be the end. He was beginning to grow cold about the groin, when he
uncovered his face, for he had covered himself up, and said — they were his
last words—he said: Crito, I owe a cock to Asclepius; will you remember
to pay the debt? The debt shall be paid, said Crito; is there anything else?
There was no answer to this question; but in a minute or two a movement
was heard, and the attendants uncovered him; his eyes were set, and Crito
closed his eyes and mouth.

Such was the end, Echecrates, of our friend; concerning whom I may truly
say, that of all the men of his time whom I have known, he was the wisest
and justest and best.



