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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&dbvatog unable; impossible
GxpLPig () exact

&Aalwv -6voc (m, 3) charlatan,
boaster

&An0tvdg honest, genuine
avopaive reveal, shine
~phenomenon

avoépw bring up ~bear
&v0pdmvog human
amoPMémw stare at, adore

&po interrogative pcl

&pety goodness, excellence
G&olsvijg weak

&ripog (1) without honor
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

Blog life ~biology

Booxdg low, short

Yéveotg -cwg (f) source, origin
~genus

Yv@oig -ewg () investigation;
knowledge

Yobv at least then

Yoopeig -og (m) painter
Yooy painting; writing
damavy cost, funds, extravagance
dethdg wretched, poor, cowardly
~Deimos

ofjAog visible, conspicuous
dMA6w show, disclose

dtavoia a thought; intelligence
deEépyopon go through
dtépyopan pierce, traverse
eixndg likely

eite if, whenever; either/or
gxarepog each of two

éxeloe thither

éxAelmw leave out, pass over
éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving

in too easily

gumetplon experience, trial and error
évopyig visible, clear ~Argentina
€v04.d< here, hither

€Efjg in turn

é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
gmoxémropon look upon, inspect
gntoxoméw look upon, inspect
émtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

gmopéyw reach towards to strike
~reach

E0WTLXGE amorous

épamntw fasten upon ~haptic
NYspodv -6vog (m, 3) leader, guide,
chief ~hegemony

noovy pleasure

xtotog least; above all

fiuepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

Oswpla spectator, contemplation
{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xo0opdw look down ~panorama
xotopovdve examine, observe
x6oprog well-behaved

wé&OMua -toc (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

peyodompémela magnificence
©ebinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
petéyw partake of

rétptog medium, moderate
pndapi nowhere

poém (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

woytg with difficulty, barely
voutpog customary, legal, natural
oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics
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opoloyéw agree with/to

67t wherever, however

omotepog which of two, either of two
0péywm hold out, offer, thrust ~reach
06006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0006w stand up

o0dop i nowhere

0o0JOOg Not anyone

ob®oDY not so?; and so

obcGla property; essence

modtxdg childlike; a darling
~pediatrician

TovTteMg complete, absolute
mavrotog all kinds of

mopddetypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent

Tapoleinte leave, leave out
mAavée lead astray; (mp) wander
~plankton

wolog what kind

7oTEPOG Which, whichever of two
Tpoéyw be ahead, jut forward; mid:
have before one

TPOGIE oM oL await

TPOGMxw belong to, it beseems
pémw incline or sink downwards
pedpa -toc (n, 3) flow

0€w flow ~rheostat

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oxomdg (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

cola skill; wisdom ~sophistry
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

oTépyw love; be content

otepéw steal, take

ouyyewvg inborn, kin to

6@4dpa very much

o¥ed6v near, approximately at
~ischemia

ocw@pwv sensible, prudent ~frenzy
TNo€w watch over

tiptog honored, precious

Toivuy well, then

TVQAGg blind

TLPAOW blind

botepéw lag, be too late, fail
@00pa ruin, rape

@Liopabig knowledge-loving
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving
@thoPevdig fond of lies ~pseudo-
@OAXE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@Vw produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Peddog -oug (n, 3) a lie ~pseudo-
®oaVTwG in the same way
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thus, Glaucon, after the argument has gone a weary way, the true and the
false philosophers have at length appeared in view.

I do not think, he said, that the way could have been shortened.

I suppose not, I said; and yet I believe that we might have had a better view
of both of them if the discussion could have been confined to this one subject
and if there were not many other questions awaiting us, which he who desires
to see in what respect the life of the just differs from that of the unjust must
consider.

And what is the next question? he asked.

Surely, I said, the one which follows next in order. Inasmuch as philosophers
only are able to grasp the eternal and unchangeable, and those who wander
in the region of the many and variable are not philosophers, I must ask you
which of the two classes should be the rulers of our State?

And how can we rightly answer that question?

Whichever of the two are best able to guard the laws and institutions of our
State —let them be our guardians.

Very good.

Neither, I said, can there be any question that the guardian who is to keep
anything should have eyes rather than no eyes?

There can be no question of that.

And are not those who are verily and indeed wanting in the knowledge of
the true being of each thing, and who have in their souls no clear pattern,
and are unable as with a painter’s eye to look at the absolute truth and to
that original to repair, and having perfect vision of the other world to order
the laws about beauty, goodness, justice in this, if not already ordered, and to
guard and preserve the order of them —are not such persons, I ask, simply
blind?

Truly, he replied, they are much in that condition.

And shall they be our guardians when there are others who, besides being
their equals in experience and falling short of them in no particular of virtue,
also know the very truth of each thing?

There can be no reason, he said, for rejecting those who have this greatest
of all great qualities; they must always have the first place unless they fail in
some other respect.
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Suppose then, I said, that we determine how far they can unite this and the
other excellences.

By all means.

In the first place, as we began by observing, the nature of the philosopher
has to be ascertained. We must come to an understanding about him, and,
when we have done so, then, if I am not mistaken, we shall also acknowledge
that such an union of qualities is possible, and that those in whom they are
united, and those only, should be rulers in the State.

What do you mean?

Let us suppose that philosophical minds always love knowledge of a sort
which shows them the eternal nature not varying from generation and
corruption.

Agreed.

And further, I said, let us agree that they are lovers of all true being; there is
no part whether greater or less, or more or less honourable, which they are
willing to renounce; as we said before of the lover and the man of ambition.

True.

And if they are to be what we were describing, is there not another quality
which they should also possess?

What quality?

Truthfulness: they will never intentionally receive into their mind falsehood,
which is their detestation, and they will love the truth.

Yes, that may be safely affirmed of them.

‘May be,” my friend, I replied, is not the word; say rather ‘must be affirmed:’
for he whose nature is amorous of anything cannot help loving all that belongs
or is akin to the object of his affections.

Right, he said.

And is there anything more akin to wisdom than truth?

How can there be?

Can the same nature be a lover of wisdom and a lover of falsehood?

Never.
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The true lover of learning then must from his earliest youth, as far as in him
lies, desire all truth?

Assuredly.

But then again, as we know by experience, he whose desires are strong in one
direction will have them weaker in others; they will be like a stream which
has been drawn off into another channel.

True.

He whose desires are drawn towards knowledge in every form will be
absorbed in the pleasures of the soul, and will hardly feel bodily pleasure —1I
mean, if he be a true philosopher and not a sham one.

That is most certain.

Such an one is sure to be temperate and the reverse of covetous; for the
motives which make another man desirous of having and spending, have no
place in his character.

Very true.
Another criterion of the philosophical nature has also to be considered.
What is that?

There should be no secret corner of illiberality; nothing can be more
antagonistic than meanness to a soul which is ever longing after the whole of
things both divine and human.

Most true, he replied.

Then how can he who has magnificence of mind and is the spectator of all
time and all existence, think much of human life?

He cannot.

Or can such an one account death fearful?

No indeed.

Then the cowardly and mean nature has no part in true philosophy?
Certainly not.

Or again: can he who is harmoniously constituted, who is not covetous or
mean, or a boaster, or a coward —can he, I say, ever be unjust or hard in his
dealings?
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Impossible.

Then you will soon observe whether a man is just and gentle, or rude and
unsociable; these are the signs which distinguish even in youth the
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vocabulary

a0poilw press close together; (mid)
muster

atttaopot blame ~etiology
&Ay€w suffer ~analgesic

éAyog -cog (n, 3) woe, grief
~analgesic

&An0tvdg honest, genuine
&AAOxOTOg Weird

&ANooe elsewhere ~alien
&povoog unmusical, unrefined
avoyxage force, compel
avoyxoatog coerced, coercing, slavery
avopaive reveal, shine
~phenomenon

é&vdpeia courage

G&vdpeiog of a man, manly
avttAéyw contradict, oppose
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoPAémw stare at, adore
amodeixvopt (0) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

&moxAeiw shut out; (+acc) close
amohoyéopat defend one’s conduct
Gpo interrogative pcl

G&oytx6g royal, fit for rule; primal
~oligarch

&oTpov star

doynuey ugly, shameful
aDTOoQULNG natural, spontaneous
dxpnorog useless, unprofitable
Btélew use force on, violate
Booaxdg low, short

Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
Yoopeig -og (m) painter

Yooy painting; writing
dtébsotig -cwc (f) artistic
composition; bodily condition
dtavolax a thought; intelligence
dtddonadog teacher

dtépyopan pierce, traverse

eixdlow liken; conjecture

eixdg likely

eixdv -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
eite if, whenever; either/or

elwOa be accustomed, in the habit
géxaoTote each time

€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape
EuBdAiw throw in; inspire a mental
state ~ballistic

gupetpog in due measure; metrical
gvavtidopot oppose, contradict
évdtatpifw (ti) spent time, keep
doing

Evewput be in ~ion

éviote sometimes

¢Eetalw inspect, interrogate,
estimate

émowvéw concur, praise, advise
émoiew (o) listen to, perceive
gmieni|g fitting ~icon

émpédeta attention; assigned task
grniotapot know how, understand
~station

gmioTipy skill, knowledge
émtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

gmtndeVw practice, pursue
émutpénw entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

gtolpog ready; fulfilled

ebaywyog docile, ductile

evoYéow fete, feed well

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
NAwxio time of life, contemporaries
Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
i0éa i07)g semblance; kind, style
xoTaoxevdw equip, build
XOTOTERV® cut up

%EVOG empty, vain

%xVBePVaW steer ~govern
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»xuBepvTNg -0ou (M, 1) steersman,
governor ~govern

A07 forgetting ~Lethe
povdpayopoag mandrake
peyodompemig befitting greatness
péyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

©édy strong drink, drunkenness
prehéty care; practice

péppop.on blame; reject
petoropfavew share in; swap
pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
woéo (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

pvnrovix6g mnemonic, reminding
pviuey having a good memory,
mindful of ~mnemonic

wéyrg with difficulty, barely
vouxAnpog ship master, landlord
vadtng -ou (m, 1) sailor ~navy
ouoloyéw agree with/to

67t wherever, however

mdBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

moudelo child-rearing, education
moded raise; train
TopTovneog depraved
Tovthmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Topbyw deflect; bring forward
mepLyéw shed, spread

71 somewhere, somehow
wndaAtov rudder

TALTHE sailor, swimmer

7ol whither? how long?

woltog what kind

Tovéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
7éte when?

TP0G30xhw expect

TPooNxw belong to, it beseems
TOTOTE Never

oouy strength, might

oXOTTL joke

otootdlw revolt, be divided
oTépyw love; be content
ouyyevedg inborn, kin to
ouyyewvg inborn, kin to
cuAAapBave seize, capture;
understand ~epilepsy
ouvuTodilw bind, entangle
o@&ipo stumble

ocw@Pocvyy discretion, moderation
teléetg unblemished (victim)
Televtaw bring about, finish

~apostle

teAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

T (1) honor, exalt

Tibéw honor, exalt

Toivuy well, then

TOL66d¢e such

@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
{éyw blame, censure

Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

Piipog () pebble, vote, decree,
sentence

®ooVTLS in the same way
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philosophical nature from the unphilosophical.
True.

There is another point which should be remarked.
What point?

Whether he has or has not a pleasure in learning; for no one will love that
which gives him pain, and in which after much toil he makes little progress.

Certainly not.

And again, if he is forgetful and retains nothing of what he learns, will he
not be an empty vessel?

That is certain.

Labouring in vain, he must end in hating himself and his fruitless occupation?
Yes.

Then a soul which forgets cannot be ranked among genuine philosophic
natures; we must insist that the philosopher should have a good memory?

Certainly.

And once more, the inharmonious and unseemly nature can only tend to
disproportion?

Undoubtedly.
And do you consider truth to be akin to proportion or to disproportion?
To proportion.

Then, besides other qualities, we must try to find a naturally well-
proportioned and gracious mind, which will move spontaneously towards
the true being of everything.

Certainly.

Well, and do not all these qualities, which we have been enumerating, go
together, and are they not, in a manner, necessary to a soul, which is to have
a full and perfect participation of being?

They are absolutely necessary, he replied.

And must not that be a blameless study which he only can pursue who has
the gift of a good memory, and is quick to learn, —noble, gracious, the friend
of truth, justice, courage, temperance, who are his kindred?
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The god of jealousy himself, he said, could find no fault with such a study.

And to men like him, I said, when perfected by years and education, and to
these only you will entrust the State.

Here Adeimantus interposed and said: To these statements, Socrates, no one
can offer a reply; but when you talk in this way, a strange feeling passes over
the minds of your hearers: They fancy that they are led astray a little at each
step in the argument, owing to their own want of skill in asking and answering
questions; these littles accumulate, and at the end of the discussion they are
found to have sustained a mighty overthrow and all their former notions
appear to be turned upside down. And as unskilful players of draughts are
at last shut up by their more skilful adversaries and have no piece to move, so
they too find themselves shut up at last; for they have nothing to say in this
new game of which words are the counters; and yet all the time they are in
the right. The observation is suggested to me by what is now occurring. For
any one of us might say, that although in words he is not able to meet you
at each step of the argument, he sees as a fact that the votaries of philosophy,
when they carry on the study, not only in youth as a part of education, but
as the pursuit of their maturer years, most of them become strange monsters,
not to say utter rogues, and that those who may be considered the best of
them are made useless to the world by the very study which you extol.

Well, and do you think that those who say so are wrong?
I cannot tell, he replied; but I should like to know what is your opinion.
Hear my answer; I am of opinion that they are quite right.

Then how can you be justified in saying that cities will not cease from evil
until philosophers rule in them, when philosophers are acknowledged by us
to be of no use to them?

You ask a question, I said, to which a reply can only be given in a parable.

Yes, Socrates; and that is a way of speaking to which you are not at all
accustomed, I suppose.

I perceive, I said, that you are vastly amused at having plunged me into
such a hopeless discussion; but now hear the parable, and then you will be
still more amused at the meagreness of my imagination: for the manner in
which the best men are treated in their own States is so grievous that no
single thing on earth is comparable to it; and therefore, if I am to plead their
cause, I must have recourse to fiction, and put together a figure made up of
many things, like the fabulous unions of goats and stags which are found
in pictures. Imagine then a fleet or a ship in which there is a captain who
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is taller and stronger than any of the crew, but he is a little deaf and has a
similar infirmity in sight, and his knowledge of navigation is not much better.
The sailors are quarrelling with one another about the steering—every one
is of opinion that he has a right to steer, though he has never learned the art
of navigation and cannot tell who taught him or when he learned, and will
further assert that it cannot be taught, and they are ready to cut in pieces
any one who says the contrary. They throng about the captain, begging and
praying him to commit the helm to them; and if at any time they do not
prevail, but others are preferred to them, they kill the others or throw them
overboard, and having first chained up the noble captain’s senses with drink
or some narcotic drug, they mutiny and take possession of the ship and make
free with the stores; thus, eating and drinking, they proceed on their voyage
in such manner as might be expected of them. Him who is their partisan
and cleverly aids them in their plot for getting the ship out of the captain’s
hands into their own whether by force or persuasion, they compliment with
the name of sailor, pilot, able seaman, and abuse the other sort of man, whom
they call a good for nothing; but that the true pilot must pay attention to the
year and seasons and sky and stars and winds, and whatever else belongs to
his art, if he intends to be really qualified for the command of a ship, and
that he must and will be the steerer, whether other people like or not— the
possibility of this union of authority with the steerer’s art has never seriously
entered into their thoughts or been made part of their calling. Now in vessels
which are in a state of mutiny and by sailors who are mutineers, how will the
true pilot be regarded? Will he not be called by them a prater, a star-gazer, a
good for nothing?

Of course, said Adeimantus.

Then you will hardly need, I said, to hear the interpretation of the figure,
which describes the true philosopher in his relation to the State; for you
understand already.

Certainly.

Then suppose you now take this parable to the gentleman who is surprised at
finding that philosophers have no honour in their cities; explain it to him and
try to convince him that their having honour would be far more extraordinary.

I will.

Say to him, that, in deeming the best votaries of philosophy to be useless to
the rest of the world, he is right; but also tell him to attribute their uselessness
to the fault of those who will not use them, and not to themselves. The pilot
should not humbly
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vocabulary

adixnpa -tog (n, 3) wrong, misdeed
&xohovOéw follow

axparog (aa) pure, unmixed
~crater

GaxpLPig () exact

&Aal@v -6voc (m, 3) charlatan,
boaster

&An0tvdg honest, genuine
GAANOTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

aptAhdopae contend

avoyrélew force, compel
avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

&voptpvioxo (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved
avdpsia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly
oA A& oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

amoPMémw stare at, adore
amoAyw cease, desist from ~lax
amoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
&moomaw tear/drag away

Gpeti goodness, excellence

ot at the same time

&o0evig weak

dromog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

avEave strengthen

&yonoTog useless, unprofitable
BéAtioTog best, noblest

deixvopt (0) show, point out
StaBoAy slander

Stapepovtwg differently
oLépyopan pierce, traverse

otinue drive off, pass through
St6nhvpt (D) be ruined

éyxoléw demand payment; accuse
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eite if, whenever; either/or
Ex@edyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
EvOém tie to, entangle; lack
gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
gmeeni)g fitting ~icon
gmAopfBave take, attack, seize
gmpéve wait, stay ~remain
gntoxoméw look upon, inspect
émtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

gmitndeVw practice, pursue
gppwpévog vigorous, powerful
£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
eddNAog very clear

e0Ooxtéw be esteemed

ed@uLYg well-developed ~physics
épante fasten upon ~haptic
g®ov being, animal; picture

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
f100o¢ 7ibcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

Oowpaostog wonderful; admirable
Ozdopan look at, behold, consider
~theater

totpdg (&) physician

i0twTIxdg private, amateurish
ioyvpog (D) strong, forceful, violent
ioy0g -og (f) strength; body of troops
%60 -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xauvo toil, be tired, acquire by toil;
be troubled; be sick

%xuBepviTNg -ov (m, 1) steersman,
governor ~govern

My cease, (+gen+ppl) cause to
cease ~lax

peyohompémeta magnificence
pediotnue change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~-station

pétewpt be among, go, follow ~ion
nétptog medium, moderate
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undowni; nowhere

prpéopon (1) imitate, represent
ptoém (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

pvnuy reminder, memorial

vai yea

voadtng -ou (m, 1) sailor ~navy
60ev whence

6Ae0pog ruin, destruction, death
ouoloyéw agree with/to

Ovtwg really

00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

00060 stand up

0ptlw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

00xo0v not so?; and so

6pelog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
TopTovneog depraved

TovToyd everywhere

TavTy everywhere

Tévtwg by all means

mévng -tog (m) poor

TAnoLalew bring/be near; have sex
7oAl in many places or ways
ToAAayd in many places or ways
méte when?

TPEéTw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

TPOEPEW say beforehand
TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TpochmTw attach to ~haptic
TPooNxw belong to, it beseems
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

oodvvopt (0) strengthen; (pf pass) be
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strong, eager, healthy

pwopot move nimbly, rush, stream
oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

c0@ilw be clever, tricky

cogLotiig -0b (m, 1) expert

60¢0¢ skilled, clever, wise

omelpw sow ~diaspora

ovyyévela kinship

ouyyevedg inborn, kin to

ovyyevig inborn, kin to

oL XWEEW accede, concede
6@O63pa very much

ocw@Pocvyy discretion, moderation
teléetg unblemished (victim)
Toivuy well, then

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
Tomog mold, form ~type

0YWg sound, profitable ~hygiene
@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@oadlog trifling

@0sipw destroy, ruin

@00pa ruin, rape

@Liopabig knowledge-loving
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@utedw plant, grow, cause, prepare
~physics

@uTog natural

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
Peddog -oug (n, 3) a lie ~pseudo-
Peddw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

®dig -vog (f) pain
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beg the sailors to be commanded by him —that is not the order of nature;
neither are ‘the wise to go to the doors of the rich’—the ingenious author of
this saying told a lie—but the truth is, that, when a man is ill, whether he be
rich or poor, to the physician he must go, and he who wants to be governed,
to him who is able to govern. The ruler who is good for anything ought
not to beg his subjects to be ruled by him; although the present governors
of mankind are of a different stamp; they may be justly compared to the
mutinous sailors, and the true helmsmen to those who are called by them
good for nothings and star-gazers.

Precisely so, he said.

For these reasons, and among men like these, philosophy, the noblest pursuit
of all, is not likely to be much esteemed by those of the opposite faction; not
that the greatest and most lasting injury is done to her by her opponents, but
by her own professing followers, the same of whom you suppose the accuser
to say, that the greater number of them are arrant rogues, and the best are
useless; in which opinion I agreed.

Yes.
And the reason why the good are useless has now been explained?
True.

Then shall we proceed to show that the corruption of the majority is also
unavoidable, and that this is not to be laid to the charge of philosophy any
more than the other?

By all means.

And let us ask and answer in turn, first going back to the description of the
gentle and noble nature. Truth, as you will remember, was his leader, whom
he followed always and in all things; failing in this, he was an impostor, and
had no part or lot in true philosophy.

Yes, that was said.

Well, and is not this one quality, to mention no others, greatly at variance
with present notions of him?

Certainly, he said.

And have we not a right to say in his defence, that the true lover of knowledge
is always striving after being—that is his nature; he will not rest in the
multiplicity of individuals which is an appearance only, but will go on —the
keen edge will not be blunted, nor the force of his desire abate until he have
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attained the knowledge of the true nature of every essence by a sympathetic
and kindred power in the soul, and by that power drawing near and mingling
and becoming incorporate with very being, having begotten mind and truth,
he will have knowledge and will live and grow truly, and then, and not till
then, will he cease from his travail.

Nothing, he said, can be more just than such a description of him.

And will the love of a lie be any part of a philosopher’s nature? Will he not
utterly hate a lie?

He will.

And when truth is the captain, we cannot suspect any evil of the band which
he leads?

Impossible.

Justice and health of mind will be of the company, and temperance will follow
after?

True, he replied.

Neither is there any reason why I should again set in array the philosopher’s
virtues, as you will doubtless remember that courage, magnificence,
apprehension, memory, were his natural gifts. And you objected that,
although no one could deny what I then said, still, if you leave words and
look at facts, the persons who are thus described are some of them manifestly
useless, and the greater number utterly depraved; we were then led to enquire
into the grounds of these accusations, and have now arrived at the point of
asking why are the majority bad, which question of necessity brought us back
to the examination and definition of the true philosopher.

Exactly.

And we have next to consider the corruptions of the philosophic nature, why
so many are spoiled and so few escape spoiling—1I am speaking of those
who were said to be useless but not wicked —and, when we have done with
them, we will speak of the imitators of philosophy, what manner of men are
they who aspire after a profession which is above them and of which they are
unworthy, and then, by their manifold inconsistencies, bring upon philosophy,
and upon all philosophers, that universal reprobation of which we speak.

What are these corruptions? he said.

I will see if I can explain them to you. Every one will admit that a nature
having in perfection all the qualities which we required in a philosopher, is a
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rare plant which is seldom seen among men.

Rare indeed.

And what numberless and powerful causes tend to destroy these rare natures!
What causes?

In the first place there are their own virtues, their courage, temperance, and
the rest of them, every one of which praiseworthy qualities (and this is a most
singular circumstance) destroys and distracts from philosophy the soul which
is the possessor of them.

That is very singular, he replied.

Then there are all the ordinary goods of life—beauty, wealth, strength, rank,
and great connections in the State— you understand the sort of things —these
also have a corrupting and distracting effect.

I understand; but I should like to know more precisely what you mean about
them.

Grasp the truth as a whole, I said, and in the right way; you will then have
no difficulty in apprehending the preceding remarks, and they will no longer
appear strange to you.

And how am I to do so? he asked.

Why, I said, we know that all germs or seeds, whether vegetable or animal,
when they fail to meet with proper nutriment or climate or soil, in proportion
to their vigour, are all the more sensitive to the want of a suitable environment,
for evil is a greater enemy to what is good than to what is not.

Very true.

There is reason in supposing that the finest natures, when under alien
conditions, receive more injury than the inferior, because the contrast is
greater.

Certainly.

And may we not say, Adeimantus, that the most gifted minds, when they are
ill-educated, become pre-eminently bad? Do not great crimes and the spirit
of pure evil spring out of a fulness of nature ruined by education rather than
from any inferiority, whereas weak natures are scarcely capable of any very
great good or very great evil?

There I think that you are right.
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And our philosopher follows the same analogy —he is like a plant which,
having proper nurture, must necessarily grow and mature into all virtue, but,
if sown and planted in an alien soil, becomes the most noxious of all weeds,
unless he be preserved by some divine power. Do you really think, as people
so often say, that our youth are corrupted by Sophists, or that private teachers
of the art corrupt them in any degree worth speaking of? Are not the public
who say these things the greatest of
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all Sophists? And do they not educate to perfection young and old, men and
women alike, and fashion them after their own hearts?

When is this accomplished? he said.

When they meet together, and the world sits down at an assembly, or in a
court of law, or a theatre, or a camp, or in any other popular resort, and
there is a great uproar, and they praise some things which are being said
or done, and blame other things, equally exaggerating both, shouting and
clapping their hands, and the echo of the rocks and the place in which they
are assembled redoubles the sound of the praise or blame—at such a time
will not a young man’s heart, as they say, leap within him? Will any private
training enable him to stand firm against the overwhelming flood of popular
opinion? or will he be carried away by the stream? Will he not have the
notions of good and evil which the public in general have—he will do as
they do, and as they are, such will he be?

Yes, Socrates; necessity will compel him.
And yet, I said, there is a still greater necessity, which has not been mentioned.
What is that?

The gentle force of attainder or confiscation or death, which, as you are aware,
these new Sophists and educators, who are the public, apply when their words
are powerless.

Indeed they do; and in right good earnest.

Now what opinion of any other Sophist, or of any private person, can be
expected to overcome in such an unequal contest?

None, he replied.

No, indeed, I said, even to make the attempt is a great piece of folly; there
neither is, nor has been, nor is ever likely to be, any different type of character
which has had no other training in virtue but that which is supplied by
public opinion —1I speak, my friend, of human virtue only; what is more
than human, as the proverb says, is not included: for I would not have you
ignorant that, in the present evil state of governments, whatever is saved and
comes to good is saved by the power of God, as we may truly say.

I quite assent, he replied.
Then let me crave your assent also to a further observation.

What are you going to say?



I[TOAITEIA 39

Why, that all those mercenary individuals, whom the many call Sophists and
whom they deem to be their adversaries, do, in fact, teach nothing but the
opinion of the many, that is to say, the opinions of their assemblies; and
this is their wisdom. I might compare them to a man who should study
the tempers and desires of a mighty strong beast who is fed by him —he
would learn how to approach and handle him, also at what times and from
what causes he is dangerous or the reverse, and what is the meaning of his
several cries, and by what sounds, when another utters them, he is soothed or
infuriated; and you may suppose further, that when, by continually attending
upon him, he has become perfect in all this, he calls his knowledge wisdom,
and makes of it a system or art, which he proceeds to teach, although he has
no real notion of what he means by the principles or passions of which he is
speaking, but calls this honourable and that dishonourable, or good or evil,
or just or unjust, all in accordance with the tastes and tempers of the great
brute. Good he pronounces to be that in which the beast delights and evil to
be that which he dislikes; and he can give no other account of them except
that the just and noble are the necessary, having never himself seen, and
having no power of explaining to others the nature of either, or the difference
between them, which is immense. By heaven, would not such an one be a
rare educator?

Indeed he would.

And in what way does he who thinks that wisdom is the discernment of the
tempers and tastes of the motley multitude, whether in painting or music, or,
finally, in politics, differ from him whom I have been describing? For when
a man consorts with the many, and exhibits to them his poem or other work
of art or the service which he has done the State, making them his judges
when he is not obliged, the so-called necessity of Diomede will oblige him
to produce whatever they praise. And yet the reasons are utterly ludicrous
which they give in confirmation of their own notions about the honourable
and good. Did you ever hear any of them which were not?

No, nor am I likely to hear.

You recognise the truth of what I have been saying? Then let me ask you
to consider further whether the world will ever be induced to believe in the
existence of absolute beauty rather than of the many beautiful, or of the
absolute in each kind rather than of the many in each kind?

Certainly not.
Then the world cannot possibly be a philosopher?

Impossible.
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And therefore philosophers must inevitably fall under the censure of the
world?

They must.
And of individuals who consort with the mob and seek to please them?
That is evident.

Then, do you see any way in which the philosopher can be preserved in his
calling to the end? and remember what we were saying of him, that he was
to have quickness and memory and courage and magnificence — these were
admitted by us to be the true philosopher’s gifts.

Yes.

Will not such an one from his early childhood be in all things first among all,
especially if his bodily endowments are like his mental ones?

Certainly, he said.

And his friends and fellow-citizens will want to use him as he gets older for
their own purposes?

No question.

Falling at his feet, they will make requests to him and do him honour and
flatter him, because they want to get into their hands now, the power which
he will one day possess.

That often happens, he said.

And what will a man such as he is be likely to do under such circumstances,
especially if he be a citizen of a great city, rich and noble, and a tall proper
youth? Will he not be full of boundless aspirations, and fancy himself able to
manage the affairs of Hellenes and of barbarians, and having got such notions
into his head will he not dilate and elevate himself in the fulness of vain pomp
and senseless pride?

To be sure he will.

Now, when he is in this state of mind, if some one gently comes to him and
tells him that he is a fool and must get understanding, which can only be got
by slaving for it, do you think that, under such adverse circumstances, he will
be easily induced to listen?

Far otherwise.
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And even if there be some one who through inherent goodness or natural
reasonableness has had his eyes opened a little and is humbled and taken
captive by philosophy, how will his friends behave when they think that they
are likely to lose the advantage which they were hoping to reap from his
companionship? Will they not do and say anything to prevent him from
yielding to his better nature and to render his teacher powerless, using to this
end private intrigues as well as public prosecutions?

There can be no
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&dwxia injustice, offence

aioydve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

&An0tvég honest, genuine
GAAGTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved
&vOpomivog human

avopio lawlessness

avdotog unholy

avtéyxw hold up as protection
against ~ischemia

avtiAapBavew grasp; get instead, in
turn

&Elwpa -toc (n, 3) honor; decree
amahloy relief, escape
amolaEeiey wish to get rid of
oA A&Goow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

ameipyw exclude; divide; confine
~ergonomics

an6detELg -ewg () acceptance; (Ion)
showing

&mTodL3paoxw® escape

armopto difficulty, bottleneck ~pierce
apbopor (aa) pray, vow, invoke
&pYbpLov small coin

&telg incomplete, endless; invalid,
for free

Gt (1) insult, dishonor
&tipéw (1) dishonor

Bavavoio handicraft; vulgarity
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Bonbeta help

Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
YeOw taste ~gusto

Yvvorog born legitimate ~genus
datpdviog voc: you crazy guy

deopém to chain

deopdg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

deomdtng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
StaBoAn slander

dtampaoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

Sté6Aupt (D) be ruined

0paw do, accomplish

eixdg likely

elmep if indeed

Exmnodw sally, leave

éxmimttoe fall out of ~petal
ENGytotog smallest, shortest, fewest
guninto fall into; attack ~petal
Evept be in ~ion

gEitnhog fading

gowotwg like; fairly

gmatTidopoL accuse

gnetoépyopon come in also
¢metidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

EMLYDPLOG native

Eoapon love, aor. fall in love; long
for, covet ~erotic

éonuio wilderness, solitude

€pfjog empty

edpeving kind

ed@U1g well-developed ~physics
épinue (W) send at, let fly; mp: rush
at, spring upon ~jet

L storm

nidopot be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

N30¢g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
7100o¢ 7ibcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

novyia peace and quiet

Oowpdiorog wonderful

idudng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
T{Aewg propitious, gracious

{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
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xabapdg clean, pure

xafopdw look down ~panorama
xaimep even if

xotoAopuBave seize, understand,
catch, overtake; (mp) happen
~epilepsy

%EVOg empty, vain

%®0vtoptog cloud of dust
xTdopat acquire, possess

xtijpa -tog (n, 3) possession
Aoytopog calculation

AoVw wash, bathe

AwBéopot maltreat

poxdptog blessed

povio madness, passion
peyodompemig befitting greatness
LELPAXLOY youngster

preotog full

petoEd between

petoxetpie handle; practice
nétptog medium, moderate
vo0og bastard

vopoBétng -ov (m, 1) lawgiver
voppiog bridegroom

Eevixog strange, foreign

oixilw colonize, settle

O6Ac0pog ruin, destruction, death
outAée (1) associate with ~homily
oveldilw upbraid, reproach
6verdog -cog (n, 3) blame; insult
ovivnut help, please, be available
6006w stand up

0p@ovdg orphan

00JET0TE Nnever

TovTteMg complete, absolute

mevio poverty ~osteopenia

77 somewhere, somehow
TAnoLalew bring/be near; have sex
mpoBupia (D) zeal, alacrity ~fume
TPOooNxw belong to, it beseems
mpooympa -tog (n, 3) screen, pretext,
appearance, ornament

péw flow ~rheostat

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
ooé@Lopa skill, trick

omeipw sow ~diaspora

0TPEQPW turn, veer ~atrophy
ouyYevedg inborn, kin to
ouyyewvg inborn, kin to
cuvadixéw join in wronging
oOveLpt be with; have sex ~ion
Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
vYUg sound, profitable ~hygiene
@aroxpog bald

@ovepbéw demonstrate ~photon
@oadlog trifling

@LAoco@éw philosophize, study
@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@ua stature, flowering ~physics
@uy" flight, means of escape
~fugitive

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xoAtvdg (1) bit for a horse

Xetpov -oc (m, 3) winter, storm
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doubt of it.
And how can one who is thus circumstanced ever become a philosopher?
Impossible.

Then were we not right in saying that even the very qualities which make a
man a philosopher may, if he be ill-educated, divert him from philosophy, no
less than riches and their accompaniments and the other so-called goods of
life?

We were quite right.

Thus, my excellent friend, is brought about all that ruin and failure which I
have been describing of the natures best adapted to the best of all pursuits;
they are natures which we maintain to be rare at any time; this being the
class out of which come the men who are the authors of the greatest evil to
States and individuals; and also of the greatest good when the tide carries
them in that direction; but a small man never was the doer of any great thing
either to individuals or to States.

That is most true, he said.

And so philosophy is left desolate, with her marriage rite incomplete: for
her own have fallen away and forsaken her, and while they are leading a
false and unbecoming life, other unworthy persons, seeing that she has no
kinsmen to be her protectors, enter in and dishonour her; and fasten upon
her the reproaches which, as you say, her reprovers utter, who affirm of her
votaries that some are good for nothing, and that the greater number deserve
the severest punishment.

That is certainly what people say.

Yes; and what else would you expect, I said, when you think of the puny
creatures who, seeing this land open to them—a land well stocked with
fair names and showy titles—Ilike prisoners running out of prison into a
sanctuary, take a leap out of their trades into philosophy; those who do
so being probably the cleverest hands at their own miserable crafts? For,
although philosophy be in this evil case, still there remains a dignity about
her which is not to be found in the arts. And many are thus attracted by her
whose natures are imperfect and whose souls are maimed and disfigured by
their meannesses, as their bodies are by their trades and crafts. Is not this
unavoidable?

Yes.
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Are they not exactly like a bald little tinker who has just got out of durance
and come into a fortune; he takes a bath and puts on a new coat, and is
decked out as a bridegroom going to marry his master’s daughter, who is left
poor and desolate?

A most exact parallel.
What will be the issue of such marriages? Will they not be vile and bastard?
There can be no question of it.

And when persons who are unworthy of education approach philosophy and
make an alliance with her who is in a rank above them what sort of ideas and
opinions are likely to be generated? Will they not be sophisms captivating
to the ear, having nothing in them genuine, or worthy of or akin to true
wisdom?

No doubt, he said.

Then, Adeimantus, I said, the worthy disciples of philosophy will be but a
small remnant: perchance some noble and well-educated person, detained
by exile in her service, who in the absence of corrupting influences remains
devoted to her; or some lofty soul born in a mean city, the politics of which
he contemns and neglects; and there may be a gifted few who leave the
arts, which they justly despise, and come to her; —or peradventure there are
some who are restrained by our friend Theages’ bridle; for everything in
the life of Theages conspired to divert him from philosophy; but ill-health
kept him away from politics. My own case of the internal sign is hardly
worth mentioning, for rarely, if ever, has such a monitor been given to any
other man. Those who belong to this small class have tasted how sweet and
blessed a possession philosophy is, and have also seen enough of the madness
of the multitude; and they know that no politician is honest, nor is there any
champion of justice at whose side they may fight and be saved. Such an one
may be compared to a man who has fallen among wild beasts—he will not
join in the wickedness of his fellows, but neither is he able singly to resist all
their fierce natures, and therefore seeing that he would be of no use to the
State or to his friends, and reflecting that he would have to throw away his
life without doing any good either to himself or others, he holds his peace,
and goes his own way. He is like one who, in the storm of dust and sleet
which the driving wind hurries along, retires under the shelter of a wall; and
seeing the rest of mankind full of wickedness, he is content, if only he can live
his own life and be pure from evil or unrighteousness, and depart in peace
and good-will, with bright hopes.

Yes, he said, and he will have done a great work before he departs.
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A great work—yes; but not the greatest, unless he find a State suitable to
him; for in a State which is suitable to him, he will have a larger growth and
be the saviour of his country, as well as of himself.

The causes why philosophy is in such an evil name have now been sufficiently
explained: the injustice of the charges against her has been shown —is there
anything more which you wish to say?

Nothing more on that subject, he replied; but I should like to know which of
the governments now existing is in your opinion the one adapted to her.

Not any of them, I said; and that is precisely the accusation which I bring
against them —not one of them is worthy of the philosophic nature, and hence
that nature is warped and estranged; —as the exotic seed which is sown in
a foreign land becomes denaturalized, and is wont to be overpowered and
to lose itself in the new soil, even so this growth of philosophy, instead of
persisting, degenerates and receives another character. But if philosophy ever
finds in the State that perfection which she herself is, then will be seen that
she is in truth divine, and that all other things, whether natures of men or
institutions, are but human;—and now, I know, that you are going to ask,
What that State is:

No, he said; there you are wrong, for I was going to ask another question —
whether it is the State of which we are the founders and inventors, or some
other?

Yes, I replied, ours in most respects; but you may remember my saying before,
that some living authority would always be required in the State having the
same idea of the constitution which guided you when as legislator you were
laying down the laws.

That was said, he replied.

Yes, but not in a satisfactory manner; you frightened us by interposing
objections, which certainly showed that the discussion would be long and
difficult; and what still remains is the reverse of easy.

What is there remaining?

The question how the study of philosophy may be so ordered as not to be
the ruin of the State: All great attempts are attended with risk; ‘hard is the
good,” as men say.

Still, he said, let the point be cleared up, and the enquiry will then be complete.

I shall not be hindered, I said, by any want of will, but, if at all, by a want of
power: my zeal you may see for yourselves; and please to remark in what I



[IOAITEIA 51

am about to say how boldly and unhesitatingly I declare that States should
pursue philosophy, not as they do now, but in a different spirit.

In what manner?

At present, I said, the students of philosophy are quite young; beginning
when they are hardly past childhood, they devote only the time saved from
moneymaking and housekeeping to such pursuits; and even those of them
who are reputed to
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vocabulary

&yopot wonder, admire; resent,
begrudge

&dbvatog unable; impossible
aittog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

axpoatig -0d (ad, m, 1) listener
dxpov crest, extremity ~acute
axpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
G&AnOwog honest, genuine
&AAolog of another kind ~alien
dAAooe elsewhere ~alien
aueMéw disregard; (impers.) of
course

avoyxage force, compel
Gvdpo6w make a man

avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
avtiteivo resist

admetpog untested; infinite
amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
aroPMémw stare at, adore
amoAb® loose, free from ~loose
amooBévvout (D) extinguish
Gpo interrogative pcl

&pTt at the same time
domalopot greet, salute
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

agpbovog ungrudging, plentiful
dxpnorog useless, unprofitable
BopBopinds non-Greek

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BAaoTdve bud, sprout

YHioog -og (n, 3) old age
Yopvaorov exercise; school
dnutovpyos public worker
~ergonomics

dnuootog public, the state
dnuotixdég common, popular,

democratic

StafdAAw throw across; slander
~ballistic

StoBoAn slander

Staypa@w delineate; cross out
Jtaxetpon be in a condition
dtaxéopat repair

Srapbyopon fight hard, contend
dtavota a thought; intelligence
JLopilew delimit; determine
duvaotedw have power ~3bvop.on
gyxpotig firm, powerful
exatépwoe to either side, both ways
éxtdg outside

€Aev0gpog not enslaved
gumipmAnue fill with

guminto fall into; attack ~petal
gumotéw make inside of ~poet
évdeixvopt (D) address, consider
gEamtw fasten to ~haptic

EEwOzv from outside

gmxroog listening

émpeléopon take care of, oversee
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

é¢mitelvo intensify

groig view over; oversight

gotg -doc (f) strife

£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
gtolpog ready; fulfilled
eddatpovéw be lucky, happy
eddaipwy blessed with a good
genius

eOYN prayer; Vow ~vow
Cwypbd@og painter

Nxtotog least; above all

NAxio time of life, contemporaries
fodpa -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling
of surprise ~theater

Ozdopan look at, behold, consider
~theater

idudTng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
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xotoyehdw laugh at, deride
xotNx00g hearing; obedient
xooptog well-behaved

xThopot acquire, possess

My cease, (+gen+ppl) cause to
cease ~lax

Aotdopéw abuse, revile

poxdptog blessed

LELPAXLOY youngster

peletaw pursue, attend to, exercise
petoxetpife handle; practice
pnyovy machine; mechanism, way
prpéopon (1) imitate, represent
vépo to allot, to pasture ~nemesis
optAéow (1) associate with ~homily
opotéwm assimilate, liken
~homoerotic

0006w stand up

o0J3apdg not anyone

0ob®oDY not so?; and so

mowdela child-rearing, education
TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

mopdderypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent

mapopvbéopar (D) urge, advise
ThpepYOog incidental, secondary
TOPEPYOUOL Pass, escape

welpa an attempt

Telpw pierce, run through ~pierce
TeptBdA A act: excel; mid: put on
clothing ~ballistic

mivag -xog (m) tablet, platter, board
TA&oow form ~plaster

mtéte when?

7oTEPOg which, whichever of two
TEdog soft, gentle

TPETW be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

TpodeLpt to have been before, earlier
~ion

mp6lupog (0) willing, eager ~fume
TP00PAw see before oneself
TPOooNxw belong to, it beseems
Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
TPocwley forward, in the future; far
TWTTOTE Never

ooy strength, might

otpoteia expedition, campaign
oopmog (a) all together

ocvumintoe fall together, happen
ouvoucia society, sex

oyfina -tog (n, 3) form, figure
OYOMY] rest, leisure

cw@PocvyY discretion, moderation
ocwEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
Telvow stretch, tend ~tense

teléetg unblemished (victim)
TelevTadw bring about, finish
~apostle

TOyn fortune, act of a god
@0Bovepdg jealous

@Hovéw envy

@06vog malice, envy

@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@Vw produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XoAeToivew be violent, rage
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have most of the philosophic spirit, when they come within sight of the great
difficulty of the subject, I mean dialectic, take themselves off. In after life
when invited by some one else, they may, perhaps, go and hear a lecture, and
about this they make much ado, for philosophy is not considered by them to
be their proper business: at last, when they grow old, in most cases they are
extinguished more truly than Heracleitus’ sun, inasmuch as they never light
up again.

But what ought to be their course?

Just the opposite. In childhood and youth their study, and what philosophy
they learn, should be suited to their tender years: during this period while
they are growing up towards manhood, the chief and special care should
be given to their bodies that they may have them to use in the service of
philosophy; as life advances and the intellect begins to mature, let them
increase the gymnastics of the soul; but when the strength of our citizens
fails and is past civil and military duties, then let them range at will and
engage in no serious labour, as we intend them to live happily here, and to
crown this life with a similar happiness in another.

How truly in earnest you are, Socrates! he said; I am sure of that; and yet
most of your hearers, if I am not mistaken, are likely to be still more earnest
in their opposition to you, and will never be convinced; Thrasymachus least
of all.

Do not make a quarrel, I said, between Thrasymachus and me, who have
recently become friends, although, indeed, we were never enemies; for I shall
go on striving to the utmost until I either convert him and other men, or do
something which may profit them against the day when they live again, and
hold the like discourse in another state of existence.

You are speaking of a time which is not very near.

Rather, I replied, of a time which is as nothing in comparison with eternity.
Nevertheless, I do not wonder that the many refuse to believe; for they have
never seen that of which we are now speaking realized; they have seen only a
conventional imitation of philosophy, consisting of words artificially brought
together, not like these of ours having a natural unity. But a human being
who in word and work is perfectly moulded, as far as he can be, into the
proportion and likeness of virtue—such a man ruling in a city which bears
the same image, they have never yet seen, neither one nor many of them —do
you think that they ever did?

No indeed.

No, my friend, and they have seldom, if ever, heard free and noble sentiments;
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such as men utter when they are earnestly and by every means in their power
seeking after truth for the sake of knowledge, while they look coldly on the
subtleties of controversy, of which the end is opinion and strife, whether they
meet with them in the courts of law or in society.

They are strangers, he said, to the words of which you speak.

And this was what we foresaw, and this was the reason why truth forced us
to admit, not without fear and hesitation, that neither cities nor States nor
individuals will ever attain perfection until the small class of philosophers
whom we termed useless but not corrupt are providentially compelled,
whether they will or not, to take care of the State, and until a like necessity
be laid on the State to obey them; or until kings, or if not kings, the sons of
kings or princes, are divinely inspired with a true love of true philosophy.
That either or both of these alternatives are impossible, I see no reason to
affirm: if they were so, we might indeed be justly ridiculed as dreamers and
visionaries. Am I not right?

Quite right.

If then, in the countless ages of the past, or at the present hour in some foreign
clime which is far away and beyond our ken, the perfected philosopher is
or has been or hereafter shall be compelled by a superior power to have
the charge of the State, we are ready to assert to the death, that this our
constitution has been, and is—yea, and will be whenever the Muse of
Philosophy is queen. There is no impossibility in all this; that there is a
difficulty, we acknowledge ourselves.

My opinion agrees with yours, he said.
But do you mean to say that this is not the opinion of the multitude?
I should imagine not, he replied.

O my friend, I said, do not attack the multitude: they will change their
minds, if, not in an aggressive spirit, but gently and with the view of soothing
them and removing their dislike of over-education, you show them your
philosophers as they really are and describe as you were just now doing their
character and profession, and then mankind will see that he of whom you are
speaking is not such as they supposed —if they view him in this new light,
they will surely change their notion of him, and answer in another strain.
Who can be at enmity with one who loves them, who that is himself gentle
and free from envy will be jealous of one in whom there is no jealousy? Nay,
let me answer for you, that in a few this harsh temper may be found but not
in the majority of mankind.
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I quite agree with you, he said.

And do you not also think, as I do, that the harsh feeling which the
many entertain towards philosophy originates in the pretenders, who rush
in uninvited, and are always abusing them, and finding fault with them, who
make persons instead of things the theme of their conversation? and nothing
can be more unbecoming in philosophers than this.

It is most unbecoming.

For he, Adeimantus, whose mind is fixed upon true being, has surely no time
to look down upon the affairs of earth, or to be filled with malice and envy,
contending against men; his eye is ever directed towards things fixed and
immutable, which he sees neither injuring nor injured by one another, but all
in order moving according to reason; these he imitates, and to these he will,
as far as he can, conform himself. Can a man help imitating that with which
he holds reverential converse?

Impossible.

And the philosopher holding converse with the divine order, becomes orderly
and divine, as far as the nature of man allows; but like every one else, he will
suffer from detraction.

Of course.

And if a necessity be laid upon him of fashioning, not only himself, but human
nature generally, whether in States or individuals, into that which he beholds
elsewhere, will he, think you, be an unskilful artificer of justice, temperance,
and every civil virtue?

Anything but unskilful.

And if the world perceives that what we are saying about him is the truth,
will they be angry with philosophy? Will they disbelieve us, when we tell
them that no State can be happy which is not designed by artists who imitate
the heavenly pattern?

They will not be angry if they understand, he said. But how will they draw
out the plan of which you are speaking?

They will begin by taking the State and the manners of men, from which, as
from a tablet, they will rub out the picture, and leave a clean surface. This is
no easy task. But whether easy or not, herein will lie the difference between
them and every other legislator,—they will have nothing to do either with
individual or State, and will inscribe no laws, until they have either found, or
themselves made, a clean surface.
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They will be very right, he said.
Having effected this, they will proceed to trace an outline of the constitution?
No doubt.

And when they are filling in the work, as I conceive, they will often turn their
eyes upwards and downwards: I mean that they will first look at absolute
justice and beauty and temperance, and again at the human copy; and will
mingle and temper the various elements of life into the
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vocabulary

ayptaive get mad, go wild
é&yyivoog smart ~paranoia
&dbvatog unable; impossible
&brov &€brov prize ~athlete
aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

dxnoatog unharmed, pure
Gxptfig (1) exact

auoloBnrée dispute
apoeBitnotg -tog (f) dispute,
controversy

avOpwmetog human

amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
amTw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

Baooavidw interrogate, test, torture
BéBatog steadfast; sure
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Yobv at least then

Yoopeig -og (m) painter
Yooup1 painting; writing
Yooy -0b (m, 1) painter
Youvalew exercise, do training
oMmov perhaps; is it not so?
otavora a thought; intelligence
dtooTaw tear apart ~spatula
Stateive extend; (mp) try hard
dtépyopan pierce, traverse
d6ypa -tog (n, 3) belief, legal
decision

éyyiyvopor live in ~genus
EYYOO@® engrave, enroll
gyxpotig firm, powerful

eimep if indeed

éxPBaivew come forth, disembark
~basis

ExPaAre throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

gxyovog offspring, descendant
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~genus
gumipmAnue fill with

gvdexopon accept, admit, be possible
Evelut be in ~ion

gEolyounot go out

gowdtwg like; fairly

gmatvéwm concur, praise, advise
énilotog remaining

émitedéw complete; do a religious
duty

g¢mtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

énipOovog jealous

époaotiig -od (m, 1) lover, fan
Lwypb@og painter

Nndovy pleasure

nAxio time of life, contemporaries
Novylo peace and quiet

g Ao0L (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Oavpooctog wonderful; admirable
Ococtdg godlike ~theology
Oczocixelog godlike ~theology
0zo@tAvg beloved by the gods;
loving God

xepdvvout (D) mix ~crater
xtvéw (1) set in motion, move,
remove ~Xkinetic

x6optog well-behaved

»tijotg -og (f) chattels

AUTn distress

péadnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

peyahompemig befitting greatness
petofBoly change, exchange
petadidwyt give part of ~donate
petépyopon seek, visit

petéyw partake of

pvnuovedw remember, remind
uviuwy having a good memory,
mindful of ~mnemonic

woytg with difficulty, barely
pvBoroyéw (D) tell stories
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oixelog household, familiar, proper = ®étepog which, whichever of two

Oxvog shrinking, hesitation TEdog soft, gentle

opoloYéw agree with/to TPooN®w belong to, it beseems
0EvTNg -Tog (f, 3) sharpness; oxomaw watch, observe
quickness oxoméw behold, consider

67t wherever, however 60p0g skilled, clever, wise

0000¢ upright, straight; correct, just  owé&vtog rare, scanty
~orthogonal ocuYXWPEEW accede, concede
00060 stand up oupeVo pull together, mend
00OETOoTE never cwTip -oc (m) savior

00x00v not so?; and so ocw@EOVE® be sane, moderate
mowdela child-rearing, education Texpaipopot conclude, declare from
Tovtdmoaoty altogether; yes, evidence

certainly teAéetg unblemished (victim)
Tavtoyod everywhere; completely tehevtaw bring about, finish
TovTeAg complete, absolute ~apostle

TopaAsiTw leave, leave out toivuy well, then

TopEEELL pass by; transgress Umvov a sleep

ToDAO rest, pause U7vog a sleep

wepaive finish, accomplish @LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

7Y somewhere, somehow @OAOE -xog (m) guard; sentry
7} where? how? ~phylactery

motdg faithful; trustworthy @botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
TLoTé reassure; also (pass) promise ~physics

ol grass @V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
motog what kind XoAemailvew be violent, rage

moAuteio (1) citizenship; government  ypvodg () gold
T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
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image of a man; and this they will conceive according to that other image,
which, when existing among men, Homer calls the form and likeness of God.

Very true, he said.

And one feature they will erase, and another they will put in, until they have
made the ways of men, as far as possible, agreeable to the ways of God?

Indeed, he said, in no way could they make a fairer picture.

And now, I said, are we beginning to persuade those whom you described as
rushing at us with might and main, that the painter of constitutions is such
an one as we are praising; at whom they were so very indignant because to
his hands we committed the State; and are they growing a little calmer at
what they have just heard?

Much calmer, if there is any sense in them.

Why, where can they still find any ground for objection? Will they doubt that
the philosopher is a lover of truth and being?

They would not be so unreasonable.

Or that his nature, being such as we have delineated, is akin to the highest
good?

Neither can they doubt this.

But again, will they tell us that such a nature, placed under favourable
circumstances, will not be perfectly good and wise if any ever was? Or will
they prefer those whom we have rejected?

Surely not.

Then will they still be angry at our saying, that, until philosophers bear rule,
States and individuals will have no rest from evil, nor will this our imaginary
State ever be realized?

I think that they will be less angry.

Shall we assume that they are not only less angry but quite gentle, and that
they have been converted and for very shame, if for no other reason, cannot
refuse to come to terms?

By all means, he said.

Then let us suppose that the reconciliation has been effected. Will any one
deny the other point, that there may be sons of kings or princes who are by
nature philosophers?
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Surely no man, he said.

And when they have come into being will any one say that they must of
necessity be destroyed; that they can hardly be saved is not denied even by
us; but that in the whole course of ages no single one of them can escape —
who will venture to affirm this?

Who indeed!

But, said I, one is enough; let there be one man who has a city obedient to
his will, and he might bring into existence the ideal polity about which the
world is so incredulous.

Yes, one is enough.

The ruler may impose the laws and institutions which we have been
describing, and the citizens may possibly be willing to obey them?

Certainly.

And that others should approve, of what we approve, is no miracle or
impossibility?

I think not.

But we have sufficiently shown, in what has preceded, that all this, if only
possible, is assuredly for the best.

We have.

And now we say not only that our laws, if they could be enacted, would
be for the best, but also that the enactment of them, though difficult, is not
impossible.

Very good.

And so with pain and toil we have reached the end of one subject, but more
remains to be discussed;—how and by what studies and pursuits will the
saviours of the constitution be created, and at what ages are they to apply
themselves to their several studies?

Certainly.

I omitted the troublesome business of the possession of women, and the
procreation of children, and the appointment of the rulers, because I knew that
the perfect State would be eyed with jealousy and was difficult of attainment;
but that piece of cleverness was not of much service to me, for I had to discuss
them all the same. The women and children are now disposed of, but the
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other question of the rulers must be investigated from the very beginning.
We were saying, as you will remember, that they were to be lovers of their
country, tried by the test of pleasures and pains, and neither in hardships, nor
in dangers, nor at any other critical moment were to lose their patriotism —he
was to be rejected who failed, but he who always came forth pure, like gold
tried in the refiner’s fire, was to be made a ruler, and to receive honours and
rewards in life and after death. This was the sort of thing which was being
said, and then the argument turned aside and veiled her face; not liking to
stir the question which has now arisen.

I perfectly remember, he said.

Yes, my friend, I said, and I then shrank from hazarding the bold word; but
now let me dare to say — that the perfect guardian must be a philosopher.

Yes, he said, let that be affirmed.

And do not suppose that there will be many of them; for the gifts which were
deemed by us to be essential rarely grow together; they are mostly found in
shreds and patches.

What do you mean? he said.

You are aware, I replied, that quick intelligence, memory, sagacity, cleverness,
and similar qualities, do not often grow together, and that persons who possess
them and are at the same time high-spirited and magnanimous are not so
constituted by nature as to live orderly and in a peaceful and settled manner;
they are driven any way by their impulses, and all solid principle goes out of
them.

Very true, he said.

On the other hand, those steadfast natures which can better be depended
upon, which in a battle are impregnable to fear and immovable, are equally
immovable when there is anything to be learned; they are always in a torpid
state, and are apt to yawn and go to sleep over any intellectual toil.

Quite true.

And yet we were saying that both qualities were necessary in those to whom
the higher education is to be imparted, and who are to share in any office or
command.

Certainly, he said.
And will they be a class which is rarely found?

Yes, indeed.
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Then the aspirant must not only be tested in those labours and dangers and
pleasures which we mentioned before, but there is another kind of probation
which we did not mention—he must be exercised also in many kinds of
knowledge, to see whether the soul will be able to
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
ailoypdg shameful

Gxptfig (1) exact

auoloBnréw dispute
apooBhitnotg -tog (f) dispute,
controversy

avoyraew force, compel

avdpsia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly

dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

avtthapBave grasp; get instead, in
turn

amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare

amédetELg -cwg (f) acceptance; (Ion)
showing

dmoleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amoApumave leave behind, fail
amopéw be confused, distressed
amotuyyave fail

aroypdw suffice; abuse

amoypéw suffice; abuse

Goxéw satisfy; ward off, defend;
suffice

&telg incomplete, endless; invalid,
for free

&tpélow (1) insult, dishonor
[BéATioTog best, noblest

Yélotog laughable; joking

Yobv at least then

Youvélw exercise, do training
deixvopt (0) show, point out
dtavoéw have in mind

dtépyopan pierce, traverse
otiotnut stand apart ~stand
ouxotoovy] justice

d6ypa -tog (n, 3) belief, legal
decision

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixdg likely

gite if, whenever; either/or
gAayVg small; comp.: less ~light
éviote sometimes

€vvoéw consider

évtodfa there, here

gEapxEw be enough; be satisfied
gmelddy when, after

émtoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmioxomy oversight, officer
grniotapot know how, understand
~station

gmotpy skill, knowledge
gmotpwy skillful, clever ~station
gowThw ask about something
épiotnut set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

noovY pleasure

NxtoTog least; above all

Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

i0éa id7)g semblance; kind, style
xa00pog clean, pure

xoToQovig clearly seen
xoteidov look upon

xoopém marshal, array ~cosmos
xthopot acquire, possess

xtfiotg -oc (f) chattels

péOdnua -toc (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

povtedopot to divine ~mantis
nétptog medium, moderate
KETPOY measure ~metric
pynuoved e remember, remind
opoloyéw agree with/to

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
6vetdiw upbraid, reproach

67N wherever, however

06000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

0pilw divide; ordain, define
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~horizon

o0J3apdg not anyone

00x0DY not so?; and so

6pehog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
méOnuo -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

méAot long ago ~paleo

TN wrestling ~Pallas

mhAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TavTeg by all means

mopinut dangle; pass over, allow
~jet

TepLEpyopon go around; come next
to

meplodog picket, circuit

TAdvy wandering

TAGvng -tog (m, 3) wanderer
moltog what kind

moluteion (1) citizenship; government
métepog which, whichever of two
Tooypotedopol work at

TPETw be conspicuous, preeminent
~refurbish

TPOEPEW say beforehand

TPOAEYw prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TpocdmTw attach to ~haptic
7TPOo6dEw bind also; need also

TPOoGNxw belong to, it beseems
pabopio (ada) carelessness, ease
oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
ouuBiBale put together; infer
ocvvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

ouyvog long; many; extensive
6@4dpa very much

o¥ed6v near, approximately at
~ischemia

oW @PEOocvYY discretion, moderation
teléetg unblemished (victim)
tehevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

Toivuy well, then

TpL660g threefold

Tu@Adg blind

TLPAO® blind

@avepdg visible, conspicuous
~photon

@0éyyopar make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

xonotpog useful

®O@Ehpog helping, useful
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endure the highest of all, or will faint under them, as in any other studies
and exercises.

Yes, he said, you are quite right in testing him. But what do you mean by
the highest of all knowledge?

You may remember, I said, that we divided the soul into three parts; and
distinguished the several natures of justice, temperance, courage, and wisdom?

Indeed, he said, if I had forgotten, I should not deserve to hear more.

And do you remember the word of caution which preceded the discussion of
them?

To what do you refer?

We were saying, if I am not mistaken, that he who wanted to see them in
their perfect beauty must take a longer and more circuitous way, at the end
of which they would appear; but that we could add on a popular exposition
of them on a level with the discussion which had preceded. And you replied
that such an exposition would be enough for you, and so the enquiry was
continued in what to me seemed to be a very inaccurate manner; whether
you were satisfied or not, it is for you to say.

Yes, he said, I thought and the others thought that you gave us a fair measure
of truth.

But, my friend, I said, a measure of such things which in any degree falls
short of the whole truth is not fair measure; for nothing imperfect is the
measure of anything, although persons are too apt to be contented and think
that they need search no further.

Not an uncommon case when people are indolent.

Yes, I said; and there cannot be any worse fault in a guardian of the State
and of the laws.

True.

The guardian then, I said, must be required to take the longer circuit, and
toil at learning as well as at gymnastics, or he will never reach the highest
knowledge of all which, as we were just now saying, is his proper calling.

What, he said, is there a knowledge still higher than this— higher than justice
and the other virtues?

Yes, I said, there is. And of the virtues too we must behold not the outline
merely, as at present—nothing short of the most finished picture should
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satisfy us. When little things are elaborated with an infinity of pains, in order
that they may appear in their full beauty and utmost clearness, how ridiculous
that we should not think the highest truths worthy of attaining the highest
accuracy!

A right noble thought; but do you suppose that we shall refrain from asking
you what is this highest knowledge?

Nay, I said, ask if you will; but I am certain that you have heard the answer
many times, and now you either do not understand me or, as I rather think,
you are disposed to be troublesome; for you have often been told that the idea
of good is the highest knowledge, and that all other things become useful and
advantageous only by their use of this. You can hardly be ignorant that of
this I was about to speak, concerning which, as you have often heard me say,
we know so little; and, without which, any other knowledge or possession of
any kind will profit us nothing. Do you think that the possession of all other
things is of any value if we do not possess the good? or the knowledge of all
other things if we have no knowledge of beauty and goodness?

Assuredly not.

You are further aware that most people affirm pleasure to be the good, but
the finer sort of wits say it is knowledge?

Yes.

And you are aware too that the latter cannot explain what they mean by
knowledge, but are obliged after all to say knowledge of the good?

How ridiculous!

Yes, I said, that they should begin by reproaching us with our ignorance of
the good, and then presume our knowledge of it—for the good they define
to be knowledge of the good, just as if we understood them when they use
the term ‘good’ —this is of course ridiculous.

Most true, he said.

And those who make pleasure their good are in equal perplexity; for they are
compelled to admit that there are bad pleasures as well as good.

Certainly.
And therefore to acknowledge that bad and good are the same?

True.
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There can be no doubt about the numerous difficulties in which this question
is involved.

There can be none.

Further, do we not see that many are willing to do or to have or to seem
to be what is just and honourable without the reality; but no one is satisfied
with the appearance of good —the reality is what they seek; in the case of
the good, appearance is despised by every one.

Very true, he said.

Of this then, which every soul of man pursues and makes the end of all his
actions, having a presentiment that there is such an end, and yet hesitating
because neither knowing the nature nor having the same assurance of this as
of other things, and therefore losing whatever good there is in other things, —
of a principle such and so great as this ought the best men in our State, to
whom everything is entrusted, to be in the darkness of ignorance?

Certainly not, he said.

I am sure, I said, that he who does not know how the beautiful and the just
are likewise good will be but a sorry guardian of them; and I suspect that no
one who is ignorant of the good will have a true knowledge of them.

That, he said, is a shrewd suspicion of yours.

And if we only have a guardian who has this knowledge our State will be
perfectly ordered?

Of course, he replied; but I wish that you would tell me whether you conceive
this supreme principle of the good to be knowledge or pleasure, or different
from either?

Aye, I said, I knew all along that a fastidious gentleman like you would not
be contented with the thoughts of other people about these matters.

True, Socrates; but I must say that one who like you has passed a lifetime
in the study of philosophy should not be always repeating the opinions of
others, and never telling his own.

Well, but has any one a right to say positively what he does not know?

Not, he said, with the assurance of positive certainty; he has no right to do
that: but he may say what he thinks, as a matter of opinion.

And do you not know, I said, that all mere opinions are bad, and the best
of them blind? You would not deny that those who have any true notion
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without intelligence are only like blind men who feel their way along the
road?

Very true.

And do you wish
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vocabulary

&éxwy unwilling

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
aicOrtig -00 (m, 1) one who
perceives

aioypog shameful

aittdopoat blame ~etiology
aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

é&xo hearing ~acoustic

dxwv javelin; unwilling ~acme
dAMote at another time ~alien
Gvoptpvioxo (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

dve (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

a6parog (o) unseen, unseeing
arotivew (1) pay back

doxéw satisfy; ward off, defend;
suffice

&oynuovéw behave badly
&ripog (1) without honor
YéAwg laughter

Yv@oig -ewg () investigation;
knowledge

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
onuLovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

dtavoéw have in mind
dtépyopan pierce, traverse
dufynotg -ewg (f) narration
ouxooovy) justice

oLopilw delimit; determine
éyyiyvopor live in ~genus
€YYVg near

elmep if indeed

&xyovog offspring, descendant
~genus

gvetut be in ~ion

EVoEw consider

évtad0Oa there, here

¢Eamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
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gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
éméyw hold, cover; offer; assail
gnippuTog running

gmoTpy skill, knowledge
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
€owTdw ask about something
épuevéopat reach, bear on
Lebyvope (D) yoke, join ~zygote
Cuydv yoke, a joined pair ~zygote
Cuydg yoke, a joined pair ~zygote
Osaopat look at, behold, consider
~theater

i0éa i07jg semblance; kind, style
xotoAau e shine (on)
xepdvvopt (D) mix ~crater
xiBOnAog bogus

®p&lw croak, scream

xtdopat acquire, possess
proxdptog blessed

petafdAde alter, transform
UN%ETL NO more

YUXTEQLYOG nocturnal

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

Sépyavov tool; body organ

60006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

opu1 pressure, assault, order
~hormone

0bx®0DY not so?; and so
dpAioxdvo lose; incur debt

6 Bhewg () sight, view

~thanatopsis

TovTaTooty altogether; yes,
certainly

Topaylyvopat be beside, attend
~genus

7Y somewhere, somehow

molog what kind

ToAvTeEATg very expensive; (person)
extravagant

mpoBupéopan (D) be eager
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TpooayopeVvw address, call by name
7Poodéw bind also; need also
TPOCGOO%AW expect

coQg clear, understandable
o%0ALOg crooked ~scoliosis

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

ox6tog darkness, shadow ~shadow
ocw@PocVYT discretion, moderation
Topted® manage, dispense, husband
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tiptog honored, precious

Toivuy well, then

T6xog childbirth ~oxytocin

TLPAGG blind

TLPAO® blind

@d&og pég (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@éyyog -cog (n, 3) light, luster

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xo®pa -tog (n, 3) color
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to behold what is blind and crooked and base, when others will tell you of
brightness and beauty?

Still, I must implore you, Socrates, said Glaucon, not to turn away just as you
are reaching the goal; if you will only give such an explanation of the good
as you have already given of justice and temperance and the other virtues,
we shall be satisfied.

Yes, my friend, and I shall be at least equally satisfied, but I cannot help
fearing that I shall fail, and that my indiscreet zeal will bring ridicule upon
me. No, sweet sirs, let us not at present ask what is the actual nature of the
good, for to reach what is now in my thoughts would be an effort too great
for me. But of the child of the good who is likest him, I would fain speak, if
I could be sure that you wished to hear — otherwise, not.

By all means, he said, tell us about the child, and you shall remain in our
debt for the account of the parent.

I do indeed wish, I replied, that I could pay, and you receive, the account of
the parent, and not, as now, of the offspring only; take, however, this latter
by way of interest, and at the same time have a care that I do not render a
false account, although I have no intention of deceiving you.

Yes, we will take all the care that we can: proceed.

Yes, I said, but I must first come to an understanding with you, and remind
you of what I have mentioned in the course of this discussion, and at many
other times.

What?

The old story, that there is a many beautiful and a many good, and so of
other things which we describe and define; to all of them the term ‘many’ is
applied.

True, he said.

And there is an absolute beauty and an absolute good, and of other things
to which the term ‘many’ is applied there is an absolute; for they may be
brought under a single idea, which is called the essence of each.

Very true.

The many, as we say, are seen but not known, and the ideas are known but
not seen.

Exactly.
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And what is the organ with which we see the visible things?
The sight, he said.

And with the hearing, I said, we hear, and with the other senses perceive the
other objects of sense?

True.

But have you remarked that sight is by far the most costly and complex piece
of workmanship which the artificer of the senses ever contrived?

No, I never have, he said.

Then reflect; has the ear or voice need of any third or additional nature in
order that the one may be able to hear and the other to be heard?

Nothing of the sort.

No, indeed, I replied; and the same is true of most, if not all, the other
senses—you would not say that any of them requires such an addition?

Certainly not.

But you see that without the addition of some other nature there is no seeing
or being seen?

How do you mean?

Sight being, as I conceive, in the eyes, and he who has eyes wanting to see;
colour being also present in them, still unless there be a third nature specially
adapted to the purpose, the owner of the eyes will see nothing and the colours
will be invisible.

Of what nature are you speaking?
Of that which you term light, I replied.
True, he said.

Noble, then, is the bond which links together sight and visibility, and great
beyond other bonds by no small difference of nature; for light is their bond,
and light is no ignoble thing?

Nay, he said, the reverse of ignoble.

And which, I said, of the gods in heaven would you say was the lord of this
element? Whose is that light which makes the eye to see perfectly and the
visible to appear?
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You mean the sun, as you and all mankind say.

May not the relation of sight to this deity be described as follows?
How?

Neither sight nor the eye in which sight resides is the sun?

No.

Yet of all the organs of sense the eye is the most like the sun?

By far the most like.

And the power which the eye possesses is a sort of effluence which is dispensed
from the sun?

Exactly.
Then the sun is not sight, but the author of sight who is recognised by sight?
True, he said.

And this is he whom I call the child of the good, whom the good begat in his
own likeness, to be in the visible world, in relation to sight and the things of
sight, what the good is in the intellectual world in relation to mind and the
things of mind:

Will you be a little more explicit? he said.

Why, you know, I said, that the eyes, when a person directs them towards
objects on which the light of day is no longer shining, but the moon and stars
only, see dimly, and are nearly blind; they seem to have no clearness of vision
in them?

Very true.

But when they are directed towards objects on which the sun shines, they see
clearly and there is sight in them?

Certainly.

And the soul is like the eye: when resting upon that on which truth and being
shine, the soul perceives and understands, and is radiant with intelligence;
but when turned towards the twilight of becoming and perishing, then she
has opinion only, and goes blinking about, and is first of one opinion and
then of another, and seems to have no intelligence?

Just so.
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Now, that which imparts truth to the known and the power of knowing to
the knower is what I would have you term the idea of good, and this you will
deem to be the cause of science, and of truth in so far as the latter becomes
the subject of knowledge; beautiful too, as are both truth and knowledge, you
will be right in esteeming this other nature as more beautiful than either; and,
as in the previous instance, light and sight may be truly said to be like the
sun, and yet not to be the sun, so in this other sphere, science and truth may
be deemed to be like the good, but not the good; the good has a
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vocabulary

GdeAo sister

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avoyralew force, compel
&vépyopot go up; return

évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

dve (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

GV TOTOg topmost

amodeixvopt (D) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
amoleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
dmolpmtave leave behind, fail
amtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&pTiog suitable

BaotAcdw be king

Yewpetplo geometry, surveying,
land tax

Yooy line

Ywvia corner, angle

datpéviog voc: you crazy guy
dfmov perhaps; is it not so?
dtonpéw divide, distinguish,
distribute

otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
otavoéw have in mind

dtavola a thought; intelligence
OtéEept pass through; recount ~ion
dtopilew delimit; determine
dtocdg double

dixa in two, in two ways

eldog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixndg likely

eix®y -6vog (f, 3) image, likeness
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gloodog (f) entrance ~odometer
gxdtepog each of two

éxPaive come forth, disembark
~basis

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

évapyg visible, clear ~Argentina
gméxetva beyond, the far side
émtoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmiotpy skill, knowledge
eOpNuéw speak propitiously ~fame
Lot -ewg (f) search, inquiry
g®ov being, animal; picture

noovy pleasure

Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

OswpEéwm be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xottot and yet; and in fact; although
%®éAhog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xotéyetog at ground level;
underground

»otavoéw notice, realize, learn
Aoytopdg calculation

rébodog investigation

neToED between

petéyw partake of

péyot as far as, until

undopds no one

wpéopon (1) imitate, represent
vomotg -ewg (f) intelligence, thought
~paranoia

oixéw inhabit ~economics

oixnotg -ewg () habitation
opoLétyg -tog (f, 3) resemblance
opotéwm assimilate, liken
~homoerotic

oporoyovpévwg admittedly, by
consent

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
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omotepog which of two, either of two
0000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

opu1 pressure, assault, order
~hormone

00x00v not so?; and so

obolo property; essence

maOnpa -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

mafog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowdela child-rearing, education
TovTaTooty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tapoleinw leave, leave out
TepLooodg prodigious, superfluous
71 somewhere, somehow

7§} where? how?

TA&oow form ~plaster

7oltéw make of a certain quality
Tooypotedopol work at
TPoepEw say beforehand
TPOAéYw prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

mpoostut approach, draw near; add
~ion

Tuxvog dense, frequent; shrewd
ca@vg clear, understandable

oxté shadow ~shadow

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

600Qilw be clever, tricky

oTAatoy grotto, cavern
ouyYwPEEw accede, concede
ocvvicTnut unite; confront in battle
~station
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ouyvog long; many; extensive
oyfina -tog (n, 3) form, figure
Televtaiog last, final

Televtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

TelevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

TEUVo cut, sacrifice, solemnize
~tonsure

téooopeg four ~trapezoid
TETOAYWYOG square

Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

T (1) honor, exalt

Tufine slice, piece

Toivuy well, then

TopN cutting

TpL660g threefold

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
bwepPoAy] mountain pass; excess
uTTEPEY W be over; protect
Om60eoLg -swg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

vToTiONUL suggest, advise
~hypothesis

@avepdg visible, conspicuous
~photon

@ovepbw demonstrate ~photon
@avracpa -tog (n, 3) ghost,
apparition

@d&og &g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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place of honour yet higher.

What a wonder of beauty that must be, he said, which is the author of science
and truth, and yet surpasses them in beauty; for you surely cannot mean to
say that pleasure is the good?

God forbid, I replied; but may I ask you to consider the image in another
point of view?

In what point of view?

You would say, would you not, that the sun is not only the author of visibility
in all visible things, but of generation and nourishment and growth, though
he himself is not generation?

Certainly.

In like manner the good may be said to be not only the author of knowledge
to all things known, but of their being and essence, and yet the good is not
essence, but far exceeds essence in dignity and power.

Glaucon said, with a ludicrous earnestness: By the light of heaven, how
amazing!

Yes, I said, and the exaggeration may be set down to you; for you made me
utter my fancies.

And pray continue to utter them; at any rate let us hear if there is anything
more to be said about the similitude of the sun.

Yes, I said, there is a great deal more.
Then omit nothing, however slight.

I will do my best, I said; but I should think that a great deal will have to be
omitted.

I hope not, he said.

You have to imagine, then, that there are two ruling powers, and that one of
them is set over the intellectual world, the other over the visible. I do not
say heaven, lest you should fancy that I am playing upon the name. May I
suppose that you have this distinction of the visible and intelligible fixed in
your mind?

I have.

Now take a line which has been cut into two unequal parts, and divide each
of them again in the same proportion, and suppose the two main divisions to
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answer, one to the visible and the other to the intelligible, and then compare
the subdivisions in respect of their clearness and want of clearness, and you
will find that the first section in the sphere of the visible consists of images.
And by images I mean, in the first place, shadows, and in the second place,
reflections in water and in solid, smooth and polished bodies and the like:
Do you understand?

Yes, I understand.

Imagine, now, the other section, of which this is only the resemblance, to
include the animals which we see, and everything that grows or is made.

Very good.

Would you not admit that both the sections of this division have different
degrees of truth, and that the copy is to the original as the sphere of opinion
is to the sphere of knowledge?

Most undoubtedly.

Next proceed to consider the manner in which the sphere of the intellectual
is to be divided.

In what manner?

Thus: — There are two subdivisions, in the lower of which the soul uses
the figures given by the former division as images; the enquiry can only be
hypothetical, and instead of going upwards to a principle descends to the
other end; in the higher of the two, the soul passes out of hypotheses, and
goes up to a principle which is above hypotheses, making no use of images as
in the former case, but proceeding only in and through the ideas themselves.

I do not quite understand your meaning, he said.

Then I will try again; you will understand me better when I have made some
preliminary remarks. You are aware that students of geometry, arithmetic,
and the kindred sciences assume the odd and the even and the figures and
three kinds of angles and the like in their several branches of science; these
are their hypotheses, which they and every body are supposed to know, and
therefore they do not deign to give any account of them either to themselves
or others; but they begin with them, and go on until they arrive at last, and
in a consistent manner, at their conclusion?

Yes, he said, I know.

And do you not know also that although they make use of the visible forms
and reason about them, they are thinking not of these, but of the ideals
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which they resemble; not of the figures which they draw, but of the absolute
square and the absolute diameter, and so on—the forms which they draw
or make, and which have shadows and reflections in water of their own, are
converted by them into images, but they are really seeking to behold the
things themselves, which can only be seen with the eye of the mind?

That is true.

And of this kind I spoke as the intelligible, although in the search after it
the soul is compelled to use hypotheses; not ascending to a first principle,
because she is unable to rise above the region of hypothesis, but employing
the objects of which the shadows below are resemblances in their turn as
images, they having in relation to the shadows and reflections of them a
greater distinctness, and therefore a higher value.

I understand, he said, that you are speaking of the province of geometry and
the sister arts.

And when I speak of the other division of the intelligible, you will understand
me to speak of that other sort of knowledge which reason herself attains by
the power of dialectic, using the hypotheses not as first principles, but only
as hypotheses —that is to say, as steps and points of departure into a world
which is above hypotheses, in order that she may soar beyond them to the first
principle of the whole; and clinging to this and then to that which depends
on this, by successive steps she descends again without the aid of any sensible
object, from ideas, through ideas, and in ideas she ends.

I understand you, he replied; not perfectly, for you seem to me to be describing
a task which is really tremendous; but, at any rate, I understand you to say
that knowledge and being, which the science of dialectic contemplates, are
clearer than the notions of the arts, as they are termed, which proceed from
hypotheses only: these are also contemplated by the understanding, and not
by the senses: yet, because they start from hypotheses and do not ascend
to a principle, those who contemplate them appear to you not to exercise
the higher reason upon them, although when a first principle is added to
them they are cognizable by the higher reason. And the habit which is
concerned with geometry and the cognate sciences I suppose that you would
term understanding and not reason, as being intermediate between opinion
and reason.

You have quite conceived my meaning, I said; and now, corresponding to
these four divisions, let there be four faculties in the soul —reason answering
to the highest, understanding to the second, faith (or conviction) to the third,
and perception of shadows to the last—and let there be a scale of them, and
let us suppose that the several faculties have clearness in the same degree that
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their objects have truth.

I understand, he replied, and give my assent, and accept your arrangement.

7

And now, I said, let me show in a figure how far our nature is enlightened or
unenlightened: — Behold! human beings living in a underground den, which
has a mouth open towards the light and reaching all along the den; here
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&3dVvatog unable; impossible
aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

axtvytog motionless, immovable
axAnpog not owning land ~clergy
GAYéw suffer ~analgesic

dAyog -gog (n, 3) woe, grief
~analgesic

GANGTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

avaBoaots -tog (f) going up,
mounting, going inland
avofAéntw look up; gain sight, open
one’s eyes

avoyxage force, compel
avoyxoatog coerced, coercing, slavery
G&vévtyg uphill, steep

avdpLég -vtog (m, 3) portrait, statue
dvodog impassable; ascent

v (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dvwOev from above, the beginning
amopéw be confused, distressed
amooTPéw turn back, turn off
course ~atrophy

Gpa interrogative pcl

&oTpov star

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

adY" light

adyv -évoc (m, 3) neck
&ppoovvy folly ~frenzy

Badile walk, proceed

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YéAwg laughter

deixvope (0) show, point out
desopéw to chain

deopog bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
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headdress

deoUmTIELOY prison

deopdTyg -ov (m, 1) prisoner
dfjAog visible, conspicuous
dnuootog public, the state
StaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
€YY0g near

&dpa (&) seat, seated group
~polyhedron

e{ldwhov phantom, unreal image
~Wwit

eixdg likely

eix®v -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
elwOo be accustomed, in the habit
gAeéw pity, have mercy on ~alms
&\xog -cog (n, 3) wound ~ulcer
€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
Enppwv sane, conscious, rational
évtawtdg cycle of a year

€vvoéw consider

gvtedlev thence

gEaipvng suddenly

gEéAxw pull out

g€nouvog (noun) praise

gmavinut let go, relax
gmapovpog bound to the land
~arable

¢mbupéo (D) wish, covet
gmitponeVw administrate
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
gowThw ask about something
e0datpovife consider happy
{n\6w emuluate, praise

g®ov being, animal; picture
0axog seat, session of assembly
Oodpo -tog (n, 3) a wonder, feeling
of surprise ~theater

Osdqopat look at, behold, consider
~theater

i0€a i07jg semblance; kind, style
{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xo0ilw set, sit, alight, set up ~sit
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xafopdw look down ~panorama
xatovtixpd (10) right down from
xoteldov look upon

%0 burn ~caustic

®VOxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

AlOvog made of stone

Adotg -oc (f) a release ~loose
poppapuyi a twinkle

peotog full

petofoly change, exchange
reToED between

wynrovedw remember, remind
wéyrg with difficulty, barely

vOxTwp by night

EbAvog wooden

60VVaw cause pain

oixéw inhabit ~economics

oilxnotg -ewg (f) habitation

Sppo -tog (n, 3) eye

6mto0ey behind, hereafter

06006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0000w stand up

00Ox0DY not so?; and so

g BPewg (F) sight, view
~thanatopsis

TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

coavrodorig of every kind, manifold
Tovtodonog of every kind, manifold
mavrotog all kinds of

TOPOPEPL serve; carry past; outdo
mePLayw lead around

TpoxeLpo be placed by; be devoted
to

TpocdmTw attach to ~haptic
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TP0G30xhw expect

TpooninTe attack; befall; kow-tow
Tpbéow0ey forward, in the future; far
oa@g clear, understandable
oeAvy moon

otydw (1) be silent

oxéhog -cog (n, 3) leg ~scoliosis
oxevalw prepare, collect

oxebog -cog (n, 3) thing, tool, vessel
oxtd shadow ~shadow

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

ox6rog darkness, shadow ~shadow
coolo skill; wisdom ~sophistry
oTNAoLoy grotto, cavern
ouAdoyilopoat count up; infer;
recapitulate

ocvvifeta intimacy; habit

6@O63pa very much

Televtaiog last, final

Ttpée () honor, exalt

toivuy well, then

Tot6ode such

Tpaydg (&) rough ~trachea
TP be over; protect
@avracpa -tog (n, 3) ghost,
apparition

@d&og &g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@0éyyopar make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@Avapio nonsense

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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they have been from their childhood, and have their legs and necks chained
so that they cannot move, and can only see before them, being prevented by
the chains from turning round their heads. Above and behind them a fire is
blazing at a distance, and between the fire and the prisoners there is a raised
way; and you will see, if you look, a low wall built along the way, like the
screen which marionette players have in front of them, over which they show
the puppets.

I see.

And do you see, I said, men passing along the wall carrying all sorts of
vessels, and statues and figures of animals made of wood and stone and
various materials, which appear over the wall? Some of them are talking,
others silent.

You have shown me a strange image, and they are strange prisoners.

Like ourselves, I replied; and they see only their own shadows, or the shadows
of one another, which the fire throws on the opposite wall of the cave?

True, he said; how could they see anything but the shadows if they were
never allowed to move their heads?

And of the objects which are being carried in like manner they would only
see the shadows?

Yes, he said.

And if they were able to converse with one another, would they not suppose
that they were naming what was actually before them?

Very true.

And suppose further that the prison had an echo which came from the other
side, would they not be sure to fancy when one of the passers-by spoke that
the voice which they heard came from the passing shadow?

No question, he replied.

To them, I said, the truth would be literally nothing but the shadows of the
images.

That is certain.

And now look again, and see what will naturally follow if the prisoners are
released and disabused of their error. At first, when any of them is liberated
and compelled suddenly to stand up and turn his neck round and walk
and look towards the light, he will suffer sharp pains; the glare will distress
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him, and he will be unable to see the realities of which in his former state
he had seen the shadows; and then conceive some one saying to him, that
what he saw before was an illusion, but that now, when he is approaching
nearer to being and his eye is turned towards more real existence, he has a
clearer vision,—what will be his reply? And you may further imagine that
his instructor is pointing to the objects as they pass and requiring him to
name them, —will he not be perplexed? Will he not fancy that the shadows
which he formerly saw are truer than the objects which are now shown to
him?

Far truer.

And if he is compelled to look straight at the light, will he not have a pain
in his eyes which will make him turn away to take refuge in the objects of
vision which he can see, and which he will conceive to be in reality clearer
than the things which are now being shown to him?

True, he said.

And suppose once more, that he is reluctantly dragged up a steep and rugged
ascent, and held fast until he is forced into the presence of the sun himself,
is he not likely to be pained and irritated? When he approaches the light his
eyes will be dazzled, and he will not be able to see anything at all of what
are now called realities.

Not all in a moment, he said.

He will require to grow accustomed to the sight of the upper world. And first
he will see the shadows best, next the reflections of men and other objects in
the water, and then the objects themselves; then he will gaze upon the light
of the moon and the stars and the spangled heaven; and he will see the sky
and the stars by night better than the sun or the light of the sun by day?

Certainly.

Last of all he will be able to see the sun, and not mere reflections of him in
the water, but he will see him in his own proper place, and not in another;
and he will contemplate him as he is.

Certainly.

He will then proceed to argue that this is he who gives the season and the
years, and is the guardian of all that is in the visible world, and in a certain
way the cause of all things which he and his fellows have been accustomed
to behold?

Clearly, he said, he would first see the sun and then reason about him.
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And when he remembered his old habitation, and the wisdom of the den and
his fellow-prisoners, do you not suppose that he would felicitate himself on
the change, and pity them?

Certainly, he would.

And if they were in the habit of conferring honours among themselves on
those who were quickest to observe the passing shadows and to remark which
of them went before, and which followed after, and which were together; and
who were therefore best able to draw conclusions as to the future, do you
think that he would care for such honours and glories, or envy the possessors
of them? Would he not say with Homer, ‘Better to be the poor servant of a
poor master,’

And to endure anything, rather than think as they do and live after their
manner?

Yes, he said, I think that he would rather suffer anything than entertain these
false notions and live in this miserable manner.

Imagine once more, I said, such an one coming suddenly out of the sun to
be replaced in his old situation; would he not be certain to have his eyes full
of darkness?

To be sure, he said.

And if there were a contest, and he had to compete in measuring the shadows
with the prisoners who had never moved out of the den, while his sight was
still weak, and before his eyes had become steady (and the time which would
be needed to acquire this new habit of sight might be very considerable),
would he not be ridiculous? Men would say of him that up he went and
down he came without his eyes; and that it was better not even to think of
ascending; and if any one tried to loose another and lead him up to the light,
let them only catch the offender, and they would put him to death.

No question, he said.

This entire allegory, I said, you may now append, dear Glaucon, to the
previous argument; the prison-house is the world of sight, the light of the fire
is the sun, and you will not misapprehend me if you interpret the journey
upwards to be the ascent of the soul into the intellectual world according to
my poor belief, which, at your desire, I have expressed —whether rightly or
wrongly God knows. But, whether true or false, my opinion is that in the
world of knowledge the idea of good appears last of all, and is seen only with
an effort; and, when seen, is also inferred to be the universal author of all
things beautiful and right, parent of light and of the lord of light in this visible
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world, and the immediate source of reason and truth in the intellectual; and
that this is the power upon which he who would act rationally either in public
or private life must have his eye fixed.

I agree, he said, as far as [ am able to understand you.

Moreover, I said, you must not wonder that those who attain to this beatific
vision are
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vocabulary

&yopo -tog (n, 3) ornament, glory,

statue

aywvifopor contend, exert oneself
&dvvatog unable; impossible
axéopon heal, fix

&AN0OL elsewhere, abroad
&Abyrotog inconsiderate, irrational
&v0pdretog human

avoorpog effective; feasible

v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

avwbev from above, the beginning
amoyyéAw announce, order,
promise ~angel

aroaidevtog uneducated, loutish
~pediatrician

amolaEeiew wish to get rid of
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

arefé disobey

&metpog untested; infinite
dmeipwy boundless

amowxiCw send away, resettle
~economics

doxnotg -ewg (f) exercise, training
doymuovéw behave badly
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

adTOoQULNG natural, spontaneous
&xonoTog useless, unprofitable
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yelotog laughable; joking

YéAwg laughter

Yéveotg -cwg () source, origin
~genus

deopdyg -ov (m, 1) prisoner
dnuootog public, the state
dotpifw (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

Stapepdvtmg differently
SLXaoTHPLOY court

OL0pdw see clearly, distinguish
dto66g double

dptpide (1) sharp, piercing, bitter
éyytyvopau live in ~genus
€d0wd1 food ~eat

£00g £6coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

e{ldwhov phantom, unreal image
~Wwit

eixdg likely

eixdv -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
elmep if indeed

éxtivew pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gAe€w pity, have mercy on ~alms
gumipmAnue fill with

éumotéw make inside of ~poet
guevw plant; cling ~physics
Evelut be in ~ion

€vvoéw consider

gvtiOnut load; mp: take to heart
~thesis

gowxotwg like; fairly

éneiyw weigh upon, drive; (mid)
hurry

gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmiotpy skill, knowledge
gnttdoow enjoin; place near
émtponteVw administrate
eddatpovie consider happy
noovy pleasure

MxtoTog least; above all
Oowpaostog wonderful; admirable
Ozwpio spectator, contemplation
0opuBéw roar, cheer; disturb
xo0opdw look down ~panorama
xotopovdve examine, observe
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xotopéve stay; not change
ratoypdopon (mp) abuse, use up;
(act) be enough

®OmTw beat, cut, strike

péaOnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

poppapuyi a twinkle

predioTque change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

petodidwpt give part of ~donate
peTooTEé@w turn around, change
one’s mind ~atrophy

petéyw partake of

nétptog medium, moderate
pnyovaopon build, contrive
~mechanism

©woAuBdig -dog (f) lead weight
~murky

popiog (D) 10,000 ~myriad
oixilw colonize, settle

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

6vop -tog (n) dream

67t wherever, however

dpyovov tool; body organ

060060 stand up

0VOETOTE never

6tg Bdewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

médfog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowdela child-rearing, education
mePLayw lead around
TEQLAYWYQ going around
TePLoTPEQPL Whirl something
~atrophy

méte when?

7oTEPOG Which, whichever of two
mpoBupéopar (D) be eager
TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion
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TP0G30xhw expect

TPOGPUYG attached to, part of
TWTTOTE Never

onpoive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

oxénropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxté& shadow ~shadow
oxtopoxéw shadow-box

oxtdew darken

oxomog (f) lookout, overseer, spy,
target ~telescope

oxotevdg dark

opijvog -oug (n, 3) swarm

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
omovdatog quick, active; excellent
otooltdlw revolt, be divided
oTPEQPW turn, veer ~atrophy
ouyYevedg inborn, kin to
ouyyewvg inborn, kin to
ovprovéw work together
ouvn0ng habitual, intimate

tpo@ food, upkeep ~atrophy
Tu@Adg blind

TLPAO® blind

bmap -tog (n) reality

UTTNPETED serve

vroAapPave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@adAog trifling

@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

xonotpog useful

o@éleia -{og profit

®@ehéw help, be useful
®eéMpog helping, useful



114

[TIOAITEIA 7

ot évtatifla eNOdvTes otk é0érovow Ta TRV avlpdmwy TpdTTEw, AAN
vy NP \ , sy, "
dvw del emelyovTar adTOY al Puyal daTpiPew elkos ydp mov olTws,

elmep ad katd THV Tpoepnuévny eikdra TodT ExeL.
s y
Eikos pévrou, €.

, . . o s 1
T( 8¢; 73d€ oler Tt Qavuaotdy, € dmd Jelwv, Jv & éyd), Dewpidv
s v x s ;o A s R \ ,
ém 1a avlpdmed Tis éNdwv kaka doxnuovel Te kal dalverar
.92, -
0pSdpa yelotos”™ €Tt aufAvdTTwWY Kal TP tkavas ourlins yevéolau
~ , , > , > , N 73
TP mapdvTL okéTw avaykalduevos €v dikaoTypiots 3 dAN0O mov
, - - A h e e
aywvileoOar mepl TV Tob Sikalov okidY ) ayaAudTwy” MV al okl
\ ~ \ ’ e/ \ e 14 ~ ¢ \
kal drapAAdolal mepl TovTov, 81y ToTe VvmolauPBdverar TabTa Vo

TV aUTNV dikalootvny W) THToTE BOVTWV;
098" omwoToty Javuaotd, ép.

’A B > ~ ” 5 s > g A 3 N 1% \ \
AN €l volv ye éou Tis, v & €yd, peuviT av 6Tt durTal Kal
amd drTv ylyvovrar émrapdes Supaow, €k Te wTos €ls OKOTOS
pebdioTauévar kal ék okdTous eis pds. TavTa O¢ TalTa vouloas
’ \ \ ’ e e ’ 5 \ \
ylyveolar kai mept Yuxny, omdre Bot GopuvBovuévnr® Twa kal
; L Ly, 6 A vy .
advvarotodv Tt kallopdy, odk Av aloyloTws® yeA®, aA\\' émoromol
w , , ;g e, n s
dv mérepov éx pavorépov Blov Tjkovoa vmd dnlelas éordTwra, 1) €€
apalias wAelovos els pavdTepov loboa VO A\apuTpoTéPo Lapuapuyis
eumémAnoTat, kal oUTw &) THY uev eddaiuoviceey dv Tod wdlfovs Te
Ny CQs oy s N . N
kal fiov, Ty d¢ éNerjoeter, kal el yeAay €m avty) Bovlowro, fiTTov Av

7 3 ’ > ~ £ N e > \ ~ ¥ > \ < ’
KaTayéAaoTos 0 YeAws avTd ein 1) o €ml 11) dvwlev €k pwTos nrovoy.
Kai pdAa, épn, perpims Aéyes.

fss s o . , e ey
Aet 87, elmov, Nuds Totdvde vouloar mepl avT@v, € TadT aAnli: Ty
’ 5 o \ > , ’ 5 ’ \
mawdelay oy olav Twés émayyeA\duevol ¢aow elvar ToavTyy Kal
% \ ’ > > ’ > ~ ~ > , ~ 3 ’
elvat. pact 8¢ mov olk évovoms év 1) Yuxi) €moTiuns odets évTifévar,

olov TupAots oplaluots S évrilfévTes.

! spectator, contemplation % laughable; joking 3 elsewhere, abroad
4 ornament, glory, statue 5 roar, cheer; disturb © inconsiderate,

irrational



[IOAITEIA

Qaot yap odv, épn.

0 8¢ S0 NG S v , . N .
€ ye viv Adyos, v & €y, onuailver TaUvTHY TV €voboav €KdoTou
Svvapw €év 7§ Puxi kal 70 dpyavov @ kaTapavldve €ékaotos, olov €l
> \ \ 5 Y n \ o ~ ’ ’ \ \
oppa wn) duvatov v dAws 7 ovv SAw TG OWUATL OTPEDew TPOS TO
Pavov €k Tol okoTdovs, oUTw cLv 6Ny T1) Puxil €k ToD yryvouévov
mepraxTéov elvat, €ws v els TO Ov kal Tod dvTos TO pavdTaTov duvaTy)

3

, , , , Lo s vy p
yévnrar avacyéobar Bewpévn® ToiTo § elval pauev Tayaldv. 1) ydp;
Nai.

Tovrov Tolvwy, W & éydd, avTod Téxvn Av €, Tis mepLaywyijs, Tva
TPOTOV WS PEAOTA TE Kal AVUOLUWTATA UETAOTPAdOeTal, 00 TOD
s s e s oy N RN W SV PO
éumoujoal avT® TO O0pdv, dAN ws ExovTL uév avTd, otk oplds e

, o By 2 5y - ,
TeTpauuévy ovdé BAémovte ol €det, TobTo daunyavicachad.
"Eowev ydp, épn.

oy, , 5 . A . o
Al pev Tolvur d\\at aperal kahovuevar Yuxis kwdvvedovow éyyds T
elvat TGV Tol 0dUaTos— TG OVTL Yap oK evoboal TPOTePOV UoTEPOV
, . y N 7 s - - N

epmowctofar éeot kal aorrjoeow’— 1) 8¢ ToU Ppovijoar TavTos uaAov
OetoTépov Twos Tuyxdvel, ws Eoukev, oboa, O THY uev dvvauw ovdémoTe
> ’ i \ \ ~ ~ 14 7 \ 3 7 \
amé \vow, vmo O¢ Tijs mepLaywyis xplowov Te kal wdélyor kal

v 3 \ \ 7
dxpnoTov ad kal fAaBepov ylyverar.

T , . . , Ly A sy
H olmw évvevdmkas, 1w Aeyouévawv movmpdv upév, codpdv O,
. 8 , P
s Spuud° wev BAémer 1O Yuxdpov kal 0&éws Sopd TalTa € 4
’ e 3 ’ 4 \ b ’ 3 3 /.
TérpamTal, ws od Gpavlny éov Ty Sfw, kaxig & Mvaykacuévov
e ~ L4 |4 N 5 ’ ’ ’ ’ \
vmmpeTely, @ote Sow v o6fuTepov BAémy, ToooiTw mAelw Kakd

épyalduevov;
[dvv pév odv, épn.

Totro pévror, M & éyw), 10 Tis TowaUTys Ploews el €k TALdOS
evlds komTOuEvOV TEPLEKOT) TAS TH|S YEVéCEWS CUYYEVeEls WOTEP

,U.o)\vﬁ&'&ls,g at O &wdais'® e kal TowovTwy ndovals Te kal A\iyvelats

7 exercise, training ® sharp, piercing, bitter Y lead weight ' food

115



116

[TIOAITEIA 7

TPOCPUELS yryvdueval Tepl KATw oTPépovot TV Tijs Yuxijs S dv el
, \ , T S S S A
amal\ayev mepieoTpédero els Ta alnl, kal éxelva Qv TO aUTO TOUTO

TOV avTdv avlpdmwy 6EiTaTa édpa, domep kal €’ 4 viv TéTpamTat.
Eikds ye, épn.

T¢ 8¢; T08e ovk €ikds, v & €yd), Kal avdykn ék TAV Tpoepnuévwy,
, s . N ;L C oy .
wjTe Tovs amawdelTovs kai aAnlelas amelpovs tkavds dv moTE TOAW

, A , < L,y , .
emrpomeioal, unTe Tovs €v madelg émuévovs datpifew dua TéNovs,
TOUS pev 1L okomov €v 7@ Biw ovk Eéxovow €va, ob oToyalouévovs
e . o , as N , s
det dmavra mpdTTew 4 Qv mpdTTWOow 1dlg Te kal dnuooig, Tovs B¢ 8Tt
€xdvTes elvar ov mpdovow, Nyovuevor év paxkdpwy vicows {OrTes €Tt

amqricla;
ANnOi, Ep.

_— ‘g N TP . , y
Huérepov 87 épyov, v & €yd), Tav oitkioT@v Tds Te BeATioTas Puoets
> ’ > , \ \ ’ o s ~ ’ ” 3
avaykdoar apuwéolar mpos 16 pudnua 6 év 7é mpdolev Epauer elvar
, i - N NS s L,
uéytoTov, detv Te TO ayalov kai avafBivar éxelvyy v dvdBacw,
N U C . , s e o
kal emelday avafdvres tkavds dwot, wn EmTPETEW aUTOlS O VOV

EmMTPETET AL
\ ~ 14
To motov &1;

\ > ~ 5 s s g ’ \ \ 37 ’ ,
To adrod, Jv & éyd), kaTauévew rai ury é0éhew mdAw rkaraBaivew
Tap €xelvous Tovs deopuTas unde PeETEXEW TV TTap EKeVoLs TOVwY

\ - v ’ ” ’ 1
T€ Kal TYWAV, €iTe pavAdTepar elTe omovdaldTepaL.

"Emeur’, €dm, adur /70U L | ipov (ijv, & 0
, €pm, adujoouer avTovs, kal moujoouer Yeipov (fjv, duvaTov

3 ~ N "/
auTols Ov duewov;

"Emeddfov, Jv § éyd), md\w, & pide, 87t vduw o TolTo pélel, STws
€V TL y€vos v moAeL duadepdvTws €d mpafel, aAN €v SAn T TOoAel
TobTO punxavarar €yyevéolai, cuvapudTTwy ToUs moAiTas melol Te
Kal avdyky, mouv petaddovar aAAAows Tijs wpelias v dv €kaoTou

\ \ \ 5 > - (O S ! ~ ’ 1%
TO Kowvov B‘UV(ITOL waoL w¢)e)\ew KAl QUTOS EUTTOLWV TOLOUTOUS aVBpag

" quick, active; excellent



[IOAITEIA

év TH mOAeL, ovy Wwa dduf) Tpémeablar S €xkaoTos BovdeTar, dAN va
. b h H k

KaTaxpfTaL adTOs aUTOLS €L TOV OUVOECUOV THS TOAEwWS.
A7, épn: emehalduny ydp.

, , 5 . . T ) ,
Xképar Tolvwy, elmov, & I'havkwy, 671t 008 adujoouer Tovs mwap
1 -~ ’ / > \ 7 \ > \ > ~
DU Pthoodpovs yryvouévovs, aAla dikaita mpods avTovs €poduev,
mpooavaykdlovres TV dAMwv €mueletolal Te kal PuAdTTew.
s e ey, . - .
€poluer yap 6Tt ol pev €v Tals dAAaLs TOAEGL TOLODTOL YLyVOUEVOL
€(KOTWS OV UETEXOVOL TAV €V aUTaAls VWY avTouaToL yap eudovTal
. L e, , , sy . , 12
akovons Tijs €v ékdoTy molitelas, dikny & Exer TO ye avTOPUES
undevt Tpopmny ddeilov und éxtivew Tw mpobuueiolar Ta Tpodeia
s e oo sy N , , 13
vpds 8 nuets Duiv Te avTols T T€ AAAY TONEL WOTTEP €V OpveTY
¢ Ve A\ ’ > ’ k4 ’ \ ’
nyepdvas Te kai Baoiléas €yevmjoauer, duewdr Te Kal TEAEWTEPOV
. , N < , .
ekelwy TeTadevpErovs Kal udAov duvaTovs audoTépwy ueTEXEw.
katafatéov odv év uéper €kdoTw €is TV TOV dA\wv ovvolknow
N , \ 4 g . ) . \ ,
kal owelboTéov Ta orotewa * Oedoaclar ovvetllduevor yop pvpiow
’ b4 ~ > ~ \ ’ < \ kY |24 b4 \
BérTiov Sifeclle Tv éxel kal yvdioeole €xaota Ta eldwla drTa éoTl
\ e NN , . \ , N
kal @, da 7o TaAn0T ewparévar kaAwv Te kal dikalwv kal ayalav
, s e - e, , iy
mépt.  Kkal oUTw Umap Muiv kal Vulv 1) mONS olk)oeTar dAN ovk
v 4B e o e N . 16 NN \
ovap, ” ws Vv at ToANAL VTTO OKLOUAXOUVTWY  TE TPOS AAA)AOUS Kal
otaowaldvTwy mepl Tob dpyxew olkolvTal, ws peydAov Twos ayalod
% \ ’ > [N ) ’ ? o ’ 1%
ovTos. 70 8¢ mov alnlés i Exer év mole 1 TjkioTa Tpdlupol dpxew
¢ v , v s s . .,
ol p€N\ovtes dpfew, TalTmy dploTa KAl AOTAOLAOTOTATA GVAYKY)

olketobat, Ty & évavriovs dpxovras oxoboav évavTims.
P sy
Mavv peév ovv, édn.

Amehjoovow odv Nuiv oler ol Tpddywor TaDT AKOVOVTES, Kal OUK
3 N _ NS .
eleMjoovow cvumovely év T7) TONeL €xaoToL €V pépel, TOV & TOAVY

XPOvov per AANIAWY oikely év 7@ kalapd;

Advvarov, €y dikawa yap dn dwkalos émrdfoper. wavTos uny

12 natural, spontaneous 13 swarm 14 dark 15 dream

16 shadow-box

117



118 I[TIOAITEIA 7

unwilling to descend to human affairs; for their souls are ever hastening into
the upper world where they desire to dwell; which desire of theirs is very
natural, if our allegory may be trusted.

Yes, very natural.

And is there anything surprising in one who passes from divine
contemplations to the evil state of man, misbehaving himself in a ridiculous
manner; if, while his eyes are blinking and before he has become accustomed
to the surrounding darkness, he is compelled to fight in courts of law, or
in other places, about the images or the shadows of images of justice, and
is endeavouring to meet the conceptions of those who have never yet seen
absolute justice?

Anything but surprising, he replied.

Any one who has common sense will remember that the bewilderments of
the eyes are of two kinds, and arise from two causes, either from coming out
of the light or from going into the light, which is true of the mind’s eye, quite
as much as of the bodily eye; and he who remembers this when he sees any
one whose vision is perplexed and weak, will not be too ready to laugh; he
will first ask whether that soul of man has come out of the brighter life, and
is unable to see because unaccustomed to the dark, or having turned from
darkness to the day is dazzled by excess of light. And he will count the one
happy in his condition and state of being, and he will pity the other; or, if
he have a mind to laugh at the soul which comes from below into the light,
there will be more reason in this than in the laugh which greets him who
returns from above out of the light into the den.

That, he said, is a very just distinction.

But then, if I am right, certain professors of education must be wrong when
they say that they can put a knowledge into the soul which was not there
before, like sight into blind eyes.

They undoubtedly say this, he replied.

Whereas, our argument shows that the power and capacity of learning exists
in the soul already; and that just as the eye was unable to turn from darkness
to light without the whole body, so too the instrument of knowledge can only
by the movement of the whole soul be turned from the world of becoming
into that of being, and learn by degrees to endure the sight of being, and of
the brightest and best of being, or in other words, of the good.

Very true.
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And must there not be some art which will effect conversion in the easiest and
quickest manner; not implanting the faculty of sight, for that exists already,
but has been turned in the wrong direction, and is looking away from the
truth?

Yes, he said, such an art may be presumed.

And whereas the other so-called virtues of the soul seem to be akin to bodily
qualities, for even when they are not originally innate they can be implanted
later by habit and exercise, the virtue of wisdom more than anything else
contains a divine element which always remains, and by this conversion is
rendered useful and profitable; or, on the other hand, hurtful and useless.
Did you never observe the narrow intelligence flashing from the keen eye of
a clever rogue—how eager he is, how clearly his paltry soul sees the way to
his end; he is the reverse of blind, but his keen eye-sight is forced into the
service of evil, and he is mischievous in proportion to his cleverness?

Very true, he said.

But what if there had been a circumcision of such natures in the days of
their youth; and they had been severed from those sensual pleasures, such
as eating and drinking, which, like leaden weights, were attached to them
at their birth, and which drag them down and turn the vision of their souls
upon the things that are below —if, I say, they had been released from these
impediments and turned in the opposite direction, the very same faculty in
them would have seen the truth as keenly as they see what their eyes are
turned to now.

Very likely.

Yes, I said; and there is another thing which is likely, or rather a
necessary inference from what has preceded, that neither the uneducated
and uninformed of the truth, nor yet those who never make an end of their
education, will be able ministers of State; not the former, because they have
no single aim of duty which is the rule of all their actions, private as well as
public; nor the latter, because they will not act at all except upon compulsion,
fancying that they are already dwelling apart in the islands of the blest.

Very true, he replied.

Then, I said, the business of us who are the founders of the State will be to
compel the best minds to attain that knowledge which we have already shown
to be the greatest of all—they must continue to ascend until they arrive at
the good; but when they have ascended and seen enough we must not allow
them to do as they do now.
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What do you mean?

I mean that they remain in the upper world: but this must not be allowed;
they must be made to descend again among the prisoners in the den, and
partake of their labours and honours, whether they are worth having or not.

But is not this unjust? he said; ought we to give them a worse life, when they
might have a better?

You have again forgotten, my friend, I said, the intention of the legislator,
who did not aim at making any one class in the State happy above the
rest; the happiness was to be in the whole State, and he held the citizens
together by persuasion and necessity, making them benefactors of the State,
and therefore benefactors of one another; to this end he created them, not to
please themselves, but to be his instruments in binding up the State.

True, he said, I had forgotten.

Observe, Glaucon, that there will be no injustice in compelling our
philosophers to have a care and providence of others; we shall explain to
them that in other States, men of their class are not obliged to share in the
toils of politics: and this is reasonable, for they grow up at their own sweet
will, and the government would rather not have them. Being self-taught, they
cannot be expected to show any gratitude for a culture which they have never
received. But we have brought you into the world to be rulers of the hive,
kings of yourselves and of the other citizens, and have educated you far better
and more perfectly than they have been educated, and you are better able to
share in the double duty. Wherefore each of you, when his turn comes, must
go down to the general underground abode, and get the habit of seeing in
the dark. When you have acquired the habit, you will see ten thousand times
better than the inhabitants of the den, and you will know what the several
images are, and what they represent, because you have seen the beautiful and
just and good in their truth. And thus our State, which is also yours, will be a
reality, and not a dream only, and will be administered in a spirit unlike that
of other States, in which men fight with one another about shadows only and
are distracted in the struggle for power, which in their eyes is a great good.
Whereas the truth is that the State in which the rulers are most reluctant to
govern is always the best and most quietly governed, and the State in which
they are most eager, the worst.

Quite true, he replied.

And will our pupils, when they hear this, refuse to take their turn at the toils
of State, when they are allowed to spend the greater part of their time with
one another in the heavenly light?
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Impossible, he answered; for they are just men, and the commands which we
impose upon them are
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&ywy1 carrying; leadership
aywyog leading, attraction, eliciting
&OeAQ, sister

GOANTHG debAnTod (m, 1) athlete,
contestant ~athlete

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
axptPig () exact

&An0tvdg honest, genuine
&uelvwy comparative of aya0dg,
noble

avoyxage force, compel
avoyxoatog coerced, coercing, slavery
avopiduntog countless
Gvépyopot go up; return
ameimoy refuse, renounce, declare
amoaivew display, declare

Gpo interrogative pcl

GptOpém to count ~arithmetic
Gpt0pég number

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

apmagw carry off, seize ~harpoon
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Blog life ~biology

Yobv at least then

dapdviog voc: you crazy guy
deixvopt (0) show, point out
dfAog visible, conspicuous

ONA6w show, disclose

onuoctog public, the state
Staytyveoxw discern, decide
~gnostic
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distribute
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dtavola a thought; intelligence
diépyopan pierce, traverse
éyytyvopou live in ~genus
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£00¢ £6coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

elmep if indeed

géxdoTote each time

éxTog outside

Enppwy sane, conscious, rational
gvdov in the house of; within
€vvoéw consider

évtedlev thence

¢éEapllpém count up; recount
gEsvplioxw find; discover ~eureka
é¢noiow () listen to, perceive
émévodog (f) return; recap
gmtoxénropat look upon, inspect
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

gmotipy skill, knowledge
époaotiig -od (m, 1) lover, fan
ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

xabopéw look down ~panorama
xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
®oTOPEOVEW scorn; think of
xe@daAatog main point; chief
%xtv8uved® encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

%x0wvdg communal, ordinary
AoyiCopou reckon, consider
Aoytopdg calculation

péadnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge
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pétoxog partnering

povotxy art, music

uv0wdng (o) mythic

vorog -ewg (f) intelligence, thought
~paranoia

YOXTEPLYOG nocturnal

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixéw inhabit ~economics
oixovpévy inhabited
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O0Ax0Og groove made by dragging
something; slipway; windlass

00006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00x00v not so?; and so

obolo property; essence

TodeVw raise; train

TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tevdw be hungry

TepLtaywyd going around
TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat
TAoUTEW be rich

woltog what kind

moAepixdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
mpocéyw direct to; think about
Tpbéowbey forward, in the future; far
TTwY0g poor, beggarly ~pudendum
oLOP6g measured; symmetrical
coQg clear, understandable
oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
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oOpEMUL assent, concede

TGELg -ewg (f) arrangement, military
unit

Teivow stretch, tend ~tense

Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

Tooywdio tragedy, serious poem
0YWg sound, profitable ~hygiene
@&og g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@oadlog trifling

@EOvLog sensible, prudent

@uAoxy guard, prison, watch
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@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
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@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics
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yovoiov () gold coin

xwpilw divide; distinguish, pull
down
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just; there can be no doubt that every one of them will take office as a stern
necessity, and not after the fashion of our present rulers of State.

Yes, my friend, I said; and there lies the point. You must contrive for your
future rulers another and a better life than that of a ruler, and then you may
have a well-ordered State; for only in the State which offers this, will they rule
who are truly rich, not in silver and gold, but in virtue and wisdom, which are
the true blessings of life. Whereas if they go to the administration of public
affairs, poor and hungering after their own private advantage, thinking that
hence they are to snatch the chief good, order there can never be; for they
will be fighting about office, and the civil and domestic broils which thus arise
will be the ruin of the rulers themselves and of the whole State.

Most true, he replied.

And the only life which looks down upon the life of political ambition is that
of true philosophy. Do you know of any other?

Indeed, I do not, he said.

And those who govern ought not to be lovers of the task? For, if they are,
there will be rival lovers, and they will fight.

No question.

Who then are those whom we shall compel to be guardians? Surely they will
be the men who are wisest about affairs of State, and by whom the State is
best administered, and who at the same time have other honours and another
and a better life than that of politics?

They are the men, and I will choose them, he replied.

And now shall we consider in what way such guardians will be produced,
and how they are to be brought from darkness to light,—as some are said
to have ascended from the world below to the gods?

By all means, he replied.

The process, I said, is not the turning over of an oyster-shell, but the turning
round of a soul passing from a day which is little better than night to the
true day of being, that is, the ascent from below, which we affirm to be true
philosophy?

Quite so.

And should we not enquire what sort of knowledge has the power of effecting
such a change?
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Certainly.

What sort of knowledge is there which would draw the soul from becoming
to being? And another consideration has just occurred to me: You will
remember that our young men are to be warrior athletes?

Yes, that was said.

Then this new kind of knowledge must have an additional quality?
What quality?

Usefulness in war.

Yes, if possible.

There were two parts in our former scheme of education, were there not?
Just so.

There was gymnastic which presided over the growth and decay of the
body, and may therefore be regarded as having to do with generation and
corruption?

True.
Then that is not the knowledge which we are seeking to discover?
No.

But what do you say of music, which also entered to a certain extent into our
former scheme?

Music, he said, as you will remember, was the counterpart of gymnastic, and
trained the guardians by the influences of habit, by harmony making them
harmonious, by rhythm rhythmical, but not giving them science; and the
words, whether fabulous or possibly true, had kindred elements of rhythm
and harmony in them. But in music there was nothing which tended to that
good which you are now seeking.

You are most accurate, I said, in your recollection; in music there certainly
was nothing of the kind. But what branch of knowledge is there, my dear
Glaucon, which is of the desired nature; since all the useful arts were reckoned
mean by us?

Undoubtedly; and yet if music and gymnastic are excluded, and the arts are
also excluded, what remains?
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Well, I said, there may be nothing left of our special subjects; and then we
shall have to take something which is not special, but of universal application.

What may that be?

A something which all arts and sciences and intelligences use in common,
and which every one first has to learn among the elements of education.

What is that?

The little matter of distinguishing one, two, and three—in a word, number
and calculation: —do not all arts and sciences necessarily partake of them?

Yes.
Then the art of war partakes of them?
To be sure.

Then Palamedes, whenever he appears in tragedy, proves Agamemnon
ridiculously unfit to be a general. Did you never remark how he declares that
he had invented number, and had numbered the ships and set in array the
ranks of the army at Troy; which implies that they had never been numbered
before, and Agamemnon must be supposed literally to have been incapable
of counting his own feet—how could he if he was ignorant of number? And
if that is true, what sort of general must he have been?

I should say a very strange one, if this was as you say.
Can we deny that a warrior should have a knowledge of arithmetic?

Certainly he should, if he is to have the smallest understanding of military
tactics, or indeed, I should rather say, if he is to be a man at all.

I should like to know whether you have the same notion which I have of this
study?

What is your notion?

It appears to me to be a study of the kind which we are seeking, and which
leads naturally to reflection, but never to have been rightly used; for the true
use of it is simply to draw the soul towards being.

Will you explain your meaning? he said.

I will try, I said; and I wish you would share the enquiry with me, and say
‘yes’ or ‘no’ when I attempt to distinguish in my own mind what branches
of knowledge have this attracting power, in order that we may have clearer
proof that arithmetic is, as I suspect, one of them.
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Explain, he said.

I mean to say that objects of sense are of two kinds; some of them do not invite
thought because the sense is an adequate judge of them; while in the case of
other objects sense is so untrustworthy that further enquiry is imperatively
demanded.

You are clearly referring, he said, to the manner in which the senses are
imposed upon by distance, and by painting in light and shade.

No, I said, that is not at all my meaning.

Then what
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vocabulary

&ywyeig -og (m) guide, shipper;
leash

&ywy1 carrying; leadership
&ywyog leading, attraction, eliciting
oioOrnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
avoyrale force, compel
&vayxraiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vodoyilopot reckon

GVEPWTAL question

avOamropar grapple, seize

v (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dmetpog untested; infinite
amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
amopéw be confused, distressed
armte set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&po interrogative pcl

GotOpém to count ~arithmetic
Gpt0pég number

&pTt at the same time

&toTog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

Boptg heavy ~baritone

Yéveotg -cwg () source, origin
~genus

Yvopilw make known, discover
ddaxtulog finger, toe

ONAOw show, disclose

otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtavoéw have in mind

otavora a thought; intelligence
dtopilew delimit; determine
EYY00ev near

elmep if indeed

ei{ze if, whenever; either/or
Exdrepog each of two

éxPaivew come forth, disembark
~basis

éuminto fall into; attack ~petal
Eumopog passenger; merchant
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~pierce

évdei)g inadequate

Evvoéw consider

gvvola thought

évtedbev thence

g¢Eavadvopot come up from, emerge
gowxotwg like; fairly

gmelddy when, after

émépopon ask as well; ask then
gmépyonat approach, arrive
g¢moxoméw look upon, inspect
gmitndelw practice, pursue
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
goopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

Eoyatog farthest, last

xtotog least; above all

Mg 7&0u (£, 2) dawn ~Eocene
i0LtwTLX6g private, amateurish
xotNAeVw be a retailer

xamniog merchant

xotoyeAdw laugh at, deride

wwvéw (1) set in motion, move,
remove ~kinetic

x0D@og light, nimble

AemTog thin

AemtdTyg -Tog (f, 3) thinness
Asuxdg white ~light

Aoytopdg calculation

pédnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

poAoxdg soft

uéye0og -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

preletdw pursue, attend to, exercise
petéyw partake of

undémote never

val yea

vorotg -ewg (f) intelligence, thought
~paranoia

vopoOstéw make laws

6Ax06g groove made by dragging
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something; slipway; windlass
ovivnut help, please, be available
00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

0pilw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

obdop i nowhere

0o03opod nowhere

ob®oDY not so?; and so

obcola property; essence

6tg Bdewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

ToavTaTooly altogether; yes,
certainly

ToPoYYEM® transmit; order,
summon, recommend, encourage
Téyog -oc (n, 3) thickness
~pachyderm

mayVg thick, stout, clotted
~pachyderm

7§} where? how?

760ev from where?

7ol whither? how long?

molog what kind

moAepixdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
ToAAayd) in many places or ways
ToAAoyf in many places or ways
76te when?

métepog which, whichever of two
TEAGoLG sale

TPoepEw say beforehand
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TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TPOGJO%GW expect

TPOooN®w belong to, it beseems
TpooninTw attack; befall; kow-tow
TPocwley forward, in the future; far
cporteive hold out, offer

paoTovY mild temperament; ease, a
break

ca@g clear, understandable
onuaive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

oxAnE6g hard

oxomd.w watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

ouyyéw entangle, destroy, confound
obumag (a) all together

6@O63pa very much

TEUVo cut, sacrifice, solemnize
~tonsure

Toivuy well, then

OTEPPUYg overgrown; gigantic
@tAdo0@og wisdom-loving

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

xonowwog useful

xwpeile divide; distinguish, pull
down

®v1 purchase, contract

®ooVTS in the same way
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is your meaning?

When speaking of uninviting objects, I mean those which do not pass from
one sensation to the opposite; inviting objects are those which do; in this
latter case the sense coming upon the object, whether at a distance or near,
gives no more vivid idea of anything in particular than of its opposite. An
illustration will make my meaning clearer: —here are three fingers—a little
finger, a second finger, and a middle finger.

Very good.
You may suppose that they are seen quite close: And here comes the point.
What is it?

Each of them equally appears a finger, whether seen in the middle or at the
extremity, whether white or black, or thick or thin —it makes no difference;
a finger is a finger all the same. In these cases a man is not compelled to ask
of thought the question what is a finger? for the sight never intimates to the
mind that a finger is other than a finger.

True.

And therefore, I said, as we might expect, there is nothing here which invites
or excites intelligence.

There is not, he said.

But is this equally true of the greatness and smallness of the fingers? Can sight
adequately perceive them? and is no difference made by the circumstance
that one of the fingers is in the middle and another at the extremity? And in
like manner does the touch adequately perceive the qualities of thickness or
thinness, of softness or hardness? And so of the other senses; do they give
perfect intimations of such matters? Is not their mode of operation on this
wise — the sense which is concerned with the quality of hardness is necessarily
concerned also with the quality of softness, and only intimates to the soul that
the same thing is felt to be both hard and soft?

You are quite right, he said.

And must not the soul be perplexed at this intimation which the sense gives
of a hard which is also soft? What, again, is the meaning of light and heavy,
if that which is light is also heavy, and that which is heavy, light?

Yes, he said, these intimations which the soul receives are very curious and
require to be explained.
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Yes, I said, and in these perplexities the soul naturally summons to her aid
calculation and intelligence, that she may see whether the several objects
announced to her are one or two.

True.
And if they turn out to be two, is not each of them one and different?
Certainly.

And if each is one, and both are two, she will conceive the two as in a state of
division, for if there were undivided they could only be conceived of as one?

True.

The eye certainly did see both small and great, but only in a confused manner;
they were not distinguished.

Yes.

Whereas the thinking mind, intending to light up the chaos, was compelled to
reverse the process, and look at small and great as separate and not confused.

Very true.

Was not this the beginning of the enquiry ‘What is great?” and ‘What is
small?’

Exactly so.
And thus arose the distinction of the visible and the intelligible.
Most true.

This was what I meant when I spoke of impressions which invited the intellect,
or the reverse—those which are simultaneous with opposite impressions,
invite thought; those which are not simultaneous do not.

I understand, he said, and agree with you.
And to which class do unity and number belong?
I do not know, he replied.

Think a little and you will see that what has preceded will supply the answer;
for if simple unity could be adequately perceived by the sight or by any other
sense, then, as we were saying in the case of the finger, there would be nothing
to attract towards being; but when there is some contradiction always present,
and one is the reverse of one and involves the conception of plurality, then
thought begins to be aroused within us, and the soul perplexed and wanting
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to arrive at a decision asks ‘What is absolute unity?’ This is the way in which
the study of the one has a power of drawing and converting the mind to the
contemplation of true being.

And surely, he said, this occurs notably in the case of one; for we see the
same thing to be both one and infinite in multitude?

Yes, I said; and this being true of one must be equally true of all number?
Certainly.

And all arithmetic and calculation have to do with number?

Yes.

And they appear to lead the mind towards truth?

Yes, in a very remarkable manner.

Then this is knowledge of the kind for which we are seeking, having a double
use, military and philosophical; for the man of war must learn the art of
number or he will not know how to array his troops, and the philosopher
also, because he has to rise out of the sea of change and lay hold of true
being, and therefore he must be an arithmetician.

That is true.
And our guardian is both warrior and philosopher?
Certainly.

Then this is a kind of knowledge which legislation may fitly prescribe; and
we must endeavour to persuade those who are to be the principal men of our
State to go and learn arithmetic, not as amateurs, but they must carry on the
study until they see the nature of numbers with the mind only; nor again,
like merchants or retail-traders, with a view to buying or selling, but for the
sake of their military use, and of the soul herself; and because this will be the
easiest way for her to pass from becoming to truth and being.

That is excellent, he said.

Yes, I said, and now having spoken of it, I must add how charming the science
is! and in how many ways it conduces to our desired end, if pursued in the
spirit of a philosopher, and not of a shopkeeper!

How do you mean?

I mean, as I was saying, that arithmetic has a very great and elevating effect,
compelling the soul to reason about abstract number, and rebelling against
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the introduction of visible or tangible objects into the argument. You know
how steadily the masters of the art repel and ridicule any one who attempts to
divide absolute unity when he is calculating, and if you divide, they multiply,
taking care that one
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vocabulary

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

auoioBnrée dispute

avoyxaew force, compel
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avalmmTupéo rekindle

évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

dvo (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

améyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be
at some distance

amodéyopat accept ~doctrine
Gpo interrogative pcl

GotOpém to count ~arithmetic
Got0pég number

Golsvijg weak

G&rpée (1) insult, dishonor
o0to0ey from that place

adTéoe to the very place
dxpnorog useless, unprofitable
Babog -oug (n, 3) depth, height
Boadvg slow, dull, late ~Sp.~gordo
Boaybg low, short

Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
Yewuetplo geometry, surveying,
land tax

YV&oLg -ewg (f) investigation;
knowledge

YOOV at least then

Youvalew exercise, do training
ofjAog visible, conspicuous
otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
otavoéw have in mind

dtavolax a thought; intelligence
dtocdg double

éxxalaipw clear out
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Exyweéw depart, back off, cede
Eumelpog experienced

évtawtdg cycle of a year

&vtipog (1) honored

gvtovog violent, intense

gEapxéw be enough; be satisfied
€Efjg in turn

gowxotwg like; fairly

gmididmue give, give with, give
reciprocally ~donate

g¢moxoméw look upon, inspect
é¢mtoTdrng -ou (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

gmioTpy skill, knowledge
g¢mithdevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

gmitndelw practice, pursue

&rw (mid) follow, accompany; (act,
uncommon) handle, take care of
Eoopat ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

e0daipwy blessed with a good
genius

géCopont sit on; bring aboard ~vsit
ntTixog inquiring, skeptical
N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
Oavpdorog wonderful

O=sdop.at look at, behold, consider
~theater

i0€a i07jg semblance; kind, style
xotolopBove seize, understand,
catch, overtake; (mp) happen
~epilepsy

xotetdov look upon

®vduvebe encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

x0Aob skimp, fail

xpelocwy more powerful; better
®0Bog cube, die

Aoytopdg calculation

pédnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge
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pehetdow pursue, attend to, exercise
petooTEéQw turn around, change
one’s mind ~atrophy

petoxetpie handle; practice
petéyw partake of

undowi; nowhere

poptov piece, member; part of
speech

popiog (D) 10,000 ~myriad

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vouTttAla sailing ~navy

V1] yea

0Axdg groove made by dragging
something; slipway; windlass
éppoa -tog (n, 3) eye

ovivnut help, please, be available
6vop.ot blame ~name

67t wherever, however

omiCopon revere, heed ~panorama
omticw backwards, later in time, after
(+gen)

opyavov tool; body organ

00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

00060 stand up

00JOOg Not anyone

00x00v not so?; and so

obTe no longer

obolo property; essence

oSV raise; train

TovThdmaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

mopateivw extend, lengthen, torture
Tdpepyog incidental, secondary
wolog what kind

moAepixdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
Topela gait, march

TOPPWTEP® farther

76t when?

métepog which, whichever of two
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mpd@ELg -ewc (f) result, business
~practice

7ot to have been before, earlier
~ion

TPOG30xXAW expect

TPOoGNxw belong to, it beseems
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

npootifnut add; impose; (mp)
agree; side with ~thesis

covtod yourself

oxéntopat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomd.w watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
0671epeldg solid, firm ~stereo
otpotnylo office of command,
strategy ~strategy

oTEOTLR army ~strategy
oTPOTOTEdEV ™ encamp or take up
station ~strategy

oOp.EMUL assent, concede
ouvdoxéw seem good also
ovveyhg (D) continuously
6@4dpa very much

oymuotile pose, form, dress
telvow stretch, tend ~tense
toivuy well, then

TLPAO® blind

@adhog trifling

@0éyyopow make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@Hovéw envy

@t 6600Q0g wisdom-loving

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xwptov area; downwards
w@éheta -{ag profit

®O@ehéw help, be useful
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shall continue one and not become lost in fractions.
That is very true.

Now, suppose a person were to say to them: O my friends, what are these
wonderful numbers about which you are reasoning, in which, as you say,
there is a unity such as you demand, and each unit is equal, invariable,
indivisible, —what would they answer?

They would answer, as I should conceive, that they were speaking of those
numbers which can only be realized in thought.

Then you see that this knowledge may be truly called necessary, necessitating
as it clearly does the use of the pure intelligence in the attainment of pure
truth?

Yes; that is a marked characteristic of it.

And have you further observed, that those who have a natural talent for
calculation are generally quick at every other kind of knowledge; and even
the dull, if they have had an arithmetical training, although they may derive
no other advantage from it, always become much quicker than they would
otherwise have been.

Very true, he said.

And indeed, you will not easily find a more difficult study, and not many as
difficult.

You will not.

And, for all these reasons, arithmetic is a kind of knowledge in which the
best natures should be trained, and which must not be given up.

I agree.

Let this then be made one of our subjects of education. And next, shall we
enquire whether the kindred science also concerns us?

You mean geometry?
Exactly so.

Clearly, he said, we are concerned with that part of geometry which relates to
war; for in pitching a camp, or taking up a position, or closing or extending
the lines of an army, or any other military manoeuvre, whether in actual battle
or on a march, it will make all the difference whether a general is or is not a
geometrician.
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Yes, I said, but for that purpose a very little of either geometry or calculation
will be enough; the question relates rather to the greater and more advanced
part of geometry—whether that tends in any degree to make more easy
the vision of the idea of good; and thither, as I was saying, all things tend
which compel the soul to turn her gaze towards that place, where is the full
perfection of being, which she ought, by all means, to behold.

True, he said.

Then if geometry compels us to view being, it concerns us; if becoming only,
it does not concern us?

Yes, that is what we assert.

Yet anybody who has the least acquaintance with geometry will not deny
that such a conception of the science is in flat contradiction to the ordinary
language of geometricians.

How so?

They have in view practice only, and are always speaking, in a narrow and
ridiculous manner, of squaring and extending and applying and the like—
they confuse the necessities of geometry with those of daily life; whereas
knowledge is the real object of the whole science.

Certainly, he said.
Then must not a further admission be made?
What admission?

That the knowledge at which geometry aims is knowledge of the eternal, and
not of aught perishing and transient.

That, he replied, may be readily allowed, and is true.

Then, my noble friend, geometry will draw the soul towards truth, and create
the spirit of philosophy, and raise up that which is now unhappily allowed
to fall down.

Nothing will be more likely to have such an effect.

Then nothing should be more sternly laid down than that the inhabitants of
your fair city should by all means learn geometry. Moreover the science has
indirect effects, which are not small.

Of what kind? he said.
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There are the military advantages of which you spoke, I said; and in all
departments of knowledge, as experience proves, any one who has studied
geometry is infinitely quicker of apprehension than one who has not.

Yes indeed, he said, there is an infinite difference between them.

Then shall we propose this as a second branch of knowledge which our youth
will study?

Let us do so, he replied.
And suppose we make astronomy the third —what do you say?

I am strongly inclined to it, he said; the observation of the seasons and of
months and years is as essential to the general as it is to the farmer or sailor.

I am amused, I said, at your fear of the world, which makes you guard
against the appearance of insisting upon useless studies; and I quite admit the
difficulty of believing that in every man there is an eye of the soul which, when
by other pursuits lost and dimmed, is by these purified and re-illumined; and
is more precious far than ten thousand bodily eyes, for by it alone is truth
seen. Now there are two classes of persons: one class of those who will agree
with you and will take your words as a revelation; another class to whom
they will be utterly unmeaning, and who will naturally deem them to be
idle tales, for they see no sort of profit which is to be obtained from them.
And therefore you had better decide at once with which of the two you are
proposing to argue. You will very likely say with neither, and that your chief
aim in carrying on the argument is your own improvement; at the same time
you do not grudge to others any benefit which they may receive.

I think that I should prefer to carry on the argument mainly on my own
behalf.

Then take a step backward, for we have gone wrong in the order of the
sciences.

What was the mistake? he said.

After plane geometry, I said, we proceeded at once to solids in revolution,
instead of taking solids in themselves; whereas after the second dimension
the third, which is concerned with cubes and dimensions of depth, ought to
have followed.

That is true, Socrates; but so little seems to be known as yet about these
subjects.

Why, yes, I said, and for two reasons:—in the first place, no government
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patronises them; this leads to a want of energy in the pursuit of them, and
they are difficult; in the second place, students cannot learn them unless they
have a director. But then a director can hardly be found, and even if he could,
as matters now stand, the students, who are very conceited, would not attend
to him. That, however, would be otherwise if the whole State became the
director of these studies and gave honour to them; then disciples would want
to come, and there would be continuous and earnest search, and discoveries
would be made; since even now, disregarded as they are by the world, and
maimed of their fair proportions, and although
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vocabulary

&yevvyg low-born; sordid
&A@ sister

Gxptfig (1) exact

&An0tvég honest, genuine
auolofBnréw dispute

avoyrélew force, compel
dvopetpéw retrace a path ~metric
avoyweém return, retreat ~heir
évetpt go up, inland, to, back ~ion
v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

aépatog (ad) unseen, unseeing
amoPAémw stare at, adore
Gpt0pég number

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

ot at the same time

&oTpov star

&telg incomplete, endless; invalid,
for free

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

oOEGV® strengthen

&xonoTog useless, unprofitable
Bé&Bog -ouvg (n, 3) depth, height
Bacaviw interrogate, test, torture
BoadVvvew make/be slow
Bpadurig -tog (f, 3) slowness
~Sp.~gordo

yeitwy -ovog (f) neighbor
Yélotog laughable; joking
YewpeTpla geometry, surveying,
land tax

Yobv at least then

Yoopeig -og (m) painter

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
onuLovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

dtavola a thought; intelligence
dtéotpa -tog (n, 3) difference;
ratio
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Stapepdvtmg differently
dteEgpyopot go through
dtAdotog twofold, double

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixdg likely

eixdv -6vog (f, 3) image, likeness
eito then, therefore, next

éxeloe thither

Eumetpog experienced

gvoim tie to, entangle; lack

gveut be in ~ion

€v0évde hence

éviauTog cycle of a year

€Efjg in turn

gEinut send forth, allow forth ~jet
gmowvéw concur, praise, advise
gmmAnoow attack, chide ~plectrum
émtoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmioTpy skill, knowledge
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
goopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

M1 noise

Oavpootog wonderful; admirable
Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

OswpEéwm be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

Onpedw hunt, fish ~fierce
xotopovdve examine, observe
xoTyopio accusation

%xtwduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

%*6AoY -Ttog (m) tuning peg
pédnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

rébodog investigation
petoropfBéve share in; swap
petoxetpile handle; practice
péteut be among, go, follow ~ion
petépyopon seek, visit
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UETPEW Measure, traverse ~metric
voi yea

vaog (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1 yea

vop.ofetéw make laws

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless
ovopalw to address, name ~name
OvTwg really

0006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0000w stand up

0001 roof

o0dopi nowhere

0o0JOOg Not anyone

00x00v not so?; and so

od¢ obatoc (n) ear

6pelog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
mopafBdAiw put at risk ~ballistic
Topddetypo -to¢ (n, 3) model,
precedent

TOoPaAsiTw leave, leave out
TopaAldoow change, differ
myvope (0) stick, set, build ~fang
TANY" a hit ~plectrum

TAfjxTeOV plectrum, barge pole
TowiAw make elaborately
moixtApa -tog (n, 3) embroidery
moltog what kind

TOAMOTAGGLOG many times more
movéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
TPOGA0O%AL expect

TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command

oavtod yourself
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caig clear, understandable

60Q0g skilled, clever, wise

oneddw ‘push on,” get going, hurry
~repudiate

omovdi] zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

ocuTXWEEWL accede, concede
ouupbo close a hole

obp@®vog harmonious

cuvicTnut unite; confront in battle
~station

oxfipa -tog (n, 3) form, figure
Téyog -ovg (n, 3) speed ~tachometer
Tétoprog fourth ~trapezoid

toivuy well, then

urepPaive pass, transgress ~basis
vTopLYo®® remind of
~mnemonic

U7Tiog lying on one’s back; flipped;
flat

@0éyyopon make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@06yY0g voice ~diphthong

@opa carrying, burden

@opTxdg for carrying; burdensome
@ooviog sensible, prudent

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XGoxw gape

0001 string of a lyre, etc.
xonotpog useful

xonotog usetul; brave, worthy
®oaVTKG in the same way
®EéMpog helping, useful
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none of their votaries can tell the use of them, still these studies force their
way by their natural charm, and very likely, if they had the help of the State,
they would some day emerge into light.

Yes, he said, there is a remarkable charm in them. But I do not clearly
understand the change in the order. First you began with a geometry of
plane surfaces?

Yes, I said.
And you placed astronomy next, and then you made a step backward?

Yes, and I have delayed you by my hurry; the ludicrous state of solid geometry,
which, in natural order, should have followed, made me pass over this branch
and go on to astronomy, or motion of solids.

True, he said.

Then assuming that the science now omitted would come into existence if
encouraged by the State, let us go on to astronomy, which will be fourth.

The right order, he replied. And now, Socrates, as you rebuked the vulgar
manner in which I praised astronomy before, my praise shall be given in your
own spirit. For every one, as I think, must see that astronomy compels the
soul to look upwards and leads us from this world to another.

Every one but myself, I said; to every one else this may be clear, but not to
me.

And what then would you say?

I should rather say that those who elevate astronomy into philosophy appear
to me to make us look downwards and not upwards.

What do you mean? he asked.

You, I replied, have in your mind a truly sublime conception of our knowledge
of the things above. And I dare say that if a person were to throw his head
back and study the fretted ceiling, you would still think that his mind was the
percipient, and not his eyes. And you are very likely right, and I may be a
simpleton: but, in my opinion, that knowledge only which is of being and of
the unseen can make the soul look upwards, and whether a man gapes at the
heavens or blinks on the ground, seeking to learn some particular of sense,
I would deny that he can learn, for nothing of that sort is matter of science;
his soul is looking downwards, not upwards, whether his way to knowledge
is by water or by land, whether he floats, or only lies on his back.
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I acknowledge, he said, the justice of your rebuke. Still, I should like to
ascertain how astronomy can be learned in any manner more conducive to
that knowledge of which we are speaking?

I will tell you, I said: The starry heaven which we behold is wrought upon a
visible ground, and therefore, although the fairest and most perfect of visible
things, must necessarily be deemed inferior far to the true motions of absolute
swiftness and absolute slowness, which are relative to each other, and carry
with them that which is contained in them, in the true number and in every
true figure. Now, these are to be apprehended by reason and intelligence, but
not by sight.

True, he replied.

The spangled heavens should be used as a pattern and with a view to
that higher knowledge; their beauty is like the beauty of figures or pictures
excellently wrought by the hand of Daedalus, or some other great artist, which
we may chance to behold; any geometrician who saw them would appreciate
the exquisiteness of their workmanship, but he would never dream of thinking
that in them he could find the true equal or the true double, or the truth of
any other proportion.

No, he replied, such an idea would be ridiculous.

And will not a true astronomer have the same feeling when he looks at the
movements of the stars? Will he not think that heaven and the things in
heaven are framed by the Creator of them in the most perfect manner? But
he will never imagine that the proportions of night and day, or of both to
the month, or of the month to the year, or of the stars to these and to one
another, and any other things that are material and visible can also be eternal
and subject to no deviation —that would be absurd; and it is equally absurd
to take so much pains in investigating their exact truth.

I quite agree, though I never thought of this before.

Then, I said, in astronomy, as in geometry, we should employ problems, and
let the heavens alone if we would approach the subject in the right way and
so make the natural gift of reason to be of any real use.

That, he said, is a work infinitely beyond our present astronomers.

Yes, I said; and there are many other things which must also have a similar
extension given to them, if our legislation is to be of any value. But can you
tell me of any other suitable study?

No, he said, not without thinking.
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Motion, I said, has many forms, and not one only; two of them are obvious
enough even to wits no better than ours; and there are others, as I imagine,
which may be left to wiser persons.

But where are the two?
There is a second, I said, which is the counterpart of the one already named.
And what may that be?

The second, I said, would seem relatively to the ears to be what the first is to
the eyes; for I conceive that as the eyes are designed to look up at the stars,
so are the ears to hear harmonious motions; and these are sister sciences — as
the Pythagoreans say, and we, Glaucon, agree with them?

Yes, he replied.

But this, I said, is a laborious study, and therefore we had better go and learn
of them; and they will tell us whether there are any other applications of
these sciences. At the same time, we must not lose sight of our own higher
object.

What is that?

There is a perfection which all knowledge ought to reach, and which our
pupils ought also to attain, and not to fall short of, as I was saying that
they did in astronomy. For in the science of harmony, as you probably
know, the same thing happens. The teachers of harmony compare the sounds
and consonances which are heard only, and their labour, like that of the
astronomers, is in vain.

Yes, by heaven! he said; and ‘tis as good as a play to hear them talking about
their condensed notes, as they call them; they put their ears close alongside of
the strings like persons catching a sound from their neighbour’s wall—one
set of them declaring that they distinguish an intermediate note and have
found the least interval which should be the unit of measurement; the others
insisting that the two sounds have passed into the same — either party setting
their ears before their understanding.

You mean, I said, those gentlemen who tease and torture the strings and
rack them on the pegs of the instrument: I might carry on the metaphor
and speak after their manner of the blows which the plectrum gives, and
make accusations against the strings, both of backwardness and forwardness
to sound; but this would be tedious, and therefore I will only say that these
are not the men, and that I am referring to the Pythagoreans, of whom I was
just now proposing to enquire about harmony. For they too are in error, like
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the astronomers; they investigate the numbers of the harmonies which are
heard, but they never attain to problems—that is to say, they never reach the
natural harmonies of number, or reflect why some numbers are harmonious
and others not.

That, he
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vocabulary

advvapia inability, weakness
&3dVvatog unable; impossible
aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
é&xivnrog motionless, immovable
axolovbéw follow

&pwdpog obscure, vague
auoioBnrée dispute
auotoPitnots -tog (f) dispute,
controversy

avarpéw take up ~heresy

évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

dvo (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

amoPAémw stare at, adore
amodeixvopt (0) show, point out;
appoint; (mid) declare
amodéyopa accept ~doctrine
&moleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amolpmtave leave behind, fail
doxéw satisfy; ward off, defend;
suffice

&oTpov star

dparpéw take away ~heresy
dxpnorog useless, unprofitable
BopBopindg non-Greek

BeBodw secure, confirm
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Blog life ~biology

BopPopog mud, filth

Yéveotg -cwg () source, origin
~genus

YewpeTplo geometry, surveying,
land tax

Yobv at least then

dotpéviog voc: you crazy guy
deopéw to chain

deopdg bond, latch, strap; also (pl)
headdress

ONA6w show, disclose

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
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duavora a thought; intelligence
Stamopedw carry over, through
OtéEeut pass through; recount ~ion
Stépyopon pierce, traverse
Stiotnut stand apart ~stand
dLopilw delimit; determine

£00g £6coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~Wwit

eixdg likely

eixdv -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
éxatepog each of two

gheyyog (n) shame, disgrace; (m)
refutation

ENéYyw shame; try, examine
€Axéw drag, pull, hoist; rape
&\xog -cog (n, 3) wound ~ulcer
€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
Eumetpog experienced

gumimAnue fill ~plethora

évopyig visible, clear ~Argentina
gkeyelpw awaken

émdvodog (f) return; recap
é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
gmAopPBave take, attack, seize
gmioTipy skill, knowledge
gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
épamtw fasten upon ~haptic
Lot -ewg () search, inquiry
{®ov being, animal; picture
neépoa quietly, gently, slowly
Ozpamein -ag service, tending
i0éa i37g semblance; kind, style
{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xottot and yet; and in fact; although
xotéyetog at ground level;
underground

®0TOPOEGW bury

xowvwvia association



[IOAITEIA

Aot -oc (f) a release ~loose
pavtedopat to divine ~mantis
rébodog investigation

ULETASLOX G pursue

neTaEd between

pnyovy machine; mechanism, way
ptpéopon (1) imitate, represent
vaog (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
vovotg -ewg (f) intelligence, thought
~paranoia

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

opoloyia agreement, consent
ovelpomoréw dream, fantasize
OvTwg really

0ptlw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

ovdou i nowhere

oO®0DY not so?; and so

oboio property; essence

g BPewg () sight, view
~thanatopsis

Ttoded o raise; train

TaUTOAVG Very great
TovTdmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TOPEPYOUOL Pass, escape
mepaive finish, accomplish

71 somewhere, somehow

moltog what kind

TOAMOTAGGLOG many times more
movéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
mopela gait, march

7éte when?

npoBupéopar () be eager
mpoBupio (D) zeal, alacrity ~fume
TpoxeLpo be placed by; be devoted
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to

mpooiptoy prelude, introduction
TPOGJO%GW expect

cavtod yourself

ca@1g clear, understandable
oxté& shadow ~shadow

oxtw darken

ovyyévela kinship

ouAdoyilopoat count up; infer;
recapitulate

cuuTAEx® twine together
cuvopotepot both together
ouvdoxéw seem good also
ovvéptBog (i, T) co-worker
ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
6@46dpa very much

teléetg unblemished (victim)
televtaiog last, final

teAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

tétoprog fourth ~trapezoid
Téyvn craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

bmop -tog (n) reality

Om60coLg -swg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

@&vroopa -tog (n, 3) ghost,
apparition

@&og ig (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@uTog natural

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
(@®g man

xonotpog useful

®oadtwg in the same way
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said, is a thing of more than mortal knowledge.

A thing, I replied, which I would rather call useful; that is, if sought after
with a view to the beautiful and good; but if pursued in any other spirit,
useless.

Very true, he said.

Now, when all these studies reach the point of inter-communion and
connection with one another, and come to be considered in their mutual
affinities, then, I think, but not till then, will the pursuit of them have a value
for our objects; otherwise there is no profit in them.

I suspect so; but you are speaking, Socrates, of a vast work.

What do you mean? I said; the prelude or what? Do you not know that all
this is but the prelude to the actual strain which we have to learn? For you
surely would not regard the skilled mathematician as a dialectician?

Assuredly not, he said; I have hardly ever known a mathematician who was
capable of reasoning.

But do you imagine that men who are unable to give and take a reason will
have the knowledge which we require of them?

Neither can this be supposed.

And so, Glaucon, I said, we have at last arrived at the hymn of dialectic.
This is that strain which is of the intellect only, but which the faculty of
sight will nevertheless be found to imitate; for sight, as you may remember,
was imagined by us after a while to behold the real animals and stars, and
last of all the sun himself. And so with dialectic; when a person starts on
the discovery of the absolute by the light of reason only, and without any
assistance of sense, and perseveres until by pure intelligence he arrives at the
perception of the absolute good, he at last finds himself at the end of the
intellectual world, as in the case of sight at the end of the visible.

Exactly, he said.
Then this is the progress which you call dialectic?
True.

But the release of the prisoners from chains, and their translation from the
shadows to the images and to the light, and the ascent from the underground
den to the sun, while in his presence they are vainly trying to look on animals
and plants and the light of the sun, but are able to perceive even with their
weak eyes the images in the water (which are divine), and are the shadows of
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true existence (not shadows of images cast by a light of fire, which compared
with the sun is only an image) — this power of elevating the highest principle
in the soul to the contemplation of that which is best in existence, with which
we may compare the raising of that faculty which is the very light of the body
to the sight of that which is brightest in the material and visible world — this
power is given, as I was saying, by all that study and pursuit of the arts which
has been described.

I agree in what you are saying, he replied, which may be hard to believe, yet,
from another point of view, is harder still to deny. This, however, is not a
theme to be treated of in passing only, but will have to be discussed again
and again. And so, whether our conclusion be true or false, let us assume all
this, and proceed at once from the prelude or preamble to the chief strain,
and describe that in like manner. Say, then, what is the nature and what are
the divisions of dialectic, and what are the paths which lead thither; for these
paths will also lead to our final rest.

Dear Glaucon, I said, you will not be able to follow me here, though I would
do my best, and you should behold not an image only but the absolute truth,
according to my notion. Whether what I told you would or would not have
been a reality I cannot venture to say; but you would have seen something
like reality; of that I am confident.

Doubitless, he replied.

But I must also remind you, that the power of dialectic alone can reveal this,
and only to one who is a disciple of the previous sciences.

Of that assertion you may be as confident as of the last.

And assuredly no one will argue that there is any other method of
comprehending by any regular process all true existence or of ascertaining
what each thing is in its own nature; for the arts in general are concerned with
the desires or opinions of men, or are cultivated with a view to production and
construction, or for the preservation of such productions and constructions;
and as to the mathematical sciences which, as we were saying, have some
apprehension of true being — geometry and the like —they only dream about
being, but never can they behold the waking reality so long as they leave the
hypotheses which they use unexamined, and are unable to give an account
of them. For when a man knows not his own first principle, and when the
conclusion and intermediate steps are also constructed out of he knows not
what, how can he imagine that such a fabric of convention can ever become
science?

Impossible, he said.
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Then dialectic, and dialectic alone, goes directly to the first principle and is the
only science which does away with hypotheses in order to make her ground
secure; the eye of the soul, which is literally buried in an outlandish slough,
is by her gentle aid lifted upwards; and she uses as handmaids and helpers in
the work of conversion, the sciences which we have been discussing. Custom
terms them sciences, but they ought to have some other name, implying
greater clearness than opinion and less clearness than science: and this, in
our previous sketch, was called understanding. But why should we dispute
about names when we have realities of such importance to consider?

Why indeed, he said, when any name will do which expresses the thought of
the mind with clearness?

At any rate, we are satisfied, as before, to have four divisions; two for
intellect and two for opinion, and to call the first division science, the second
understanding, the third belief, and the fourth perception of shadows, opinion
being concerned with becoming, and intellect with being; and so to make a
proportion: — As being is to becoming, so is pure intellect to opinion. And
as intellect is to opinion, so is science to belief, and understanding to the
perception of shadows.

But let us defer the further correlation and subdivision of the subjects of
opinion and of intellect, for it will be a long enquiry, many times longer than
this has been.

As far as I understand, he said, I agree.

And do you also agree, I said, in describing the dialectician as one who attains
a conception of the essence of each thing? And he who does not possess and
is therefore unable to impart this conception, in whatever degree he fails, may
in that degree also be said to fail in intelligence? Will you admit so much?

Yes, he said; how can I deny it?

And you would say the same of the conception of the good? Until the person
is able to abstract and define rationally the idea of good, and unless he can run
the gauntlet of all objections, and is ready to disprove them, not by appeals to
opinion, but to absolute truth, never faltering at any step of the argument—
unless he can do all this, you would say that he knows neither the idea of
good nor any other good; he apprehends only a shadow, if anything at all,
which is given by opinion and not by science; — dreaming and slumbering in
this life, before he is well awake here, he arrives at the world below, and has
his final quietus.

In all that I should most certainly agree with you.
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And surely you would not have the children of your ideal State, whom you are
nurturing and educating—if the ideal ever becomes a reality — you would
not allow the future rulers
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&3dVvatog unable; impossible
aioypog shameful

aittog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

axpoathg -0d (ad, m, 1) listener
aAioxopot be captured ~helix
&AAotog of another kind ~alien
dAoyog without speech or reckoning
apdotypoe -toc (n, 3) failure, fault
&vayxraiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vdaErog unworthy, undeserved
é&vdpeia courage

G&vdpeiog of a man, manly
avtihapBave grasp; get instead, in
turn

dve (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

armTe set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

dpoapioxw join, fit, furnish ~arthritis
&pdw give water

&pety goodness, excellence
Got0pdég number

Gotigppwy sane, sensible ~frenzy
Goxnotg -cwg (f) exercise, training
do@alig safe, easy, steady, careful
Gripion (iv) dishonor

Béoavog (f) trial, torture

BéBorog steadfast; sure

Biatog by force

BAocvpog shaggy

Yélotog laughable; joking

YéAwg laughter

Yevvatog noble, sincere ~genesis
YewpeTpio geometry, surveying,
land tax

YNedoxw grow old ~geriatric
Yvvorog born legitimate ~genus
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Yobv at least then

yoopy line

Yupvaotov exercise; school

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
Stavou distribution; regulation
Stdon teaching

dovleia slavery

doVAetog of a slave

€YYVg near

éxAéyw pick, single out

€éxovotog voluntary

Exyweéw depart, back off, cede
ENGytotog smallest, shortest, fewest
€Aed0cpog not enslaved

Eupovog lasting, steadfast

évtelve tauten ~tend

émavdyxng (impers) it is compulsory
gmavinue let go, relax

gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
éntotopot know how, understand
~station

gmotiuowy skillful, clever ~station
gnttedéw complete; do a religious
duty

¢pwThw ask about something
edeLd1)g good-looking ~wit
ebxolog contented

eduig well-developed ~physics
épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

ntTixog inquiring, skeptical
NxtoTog least; above all

NnAtxio time of life, contemporaries
futovg half ~hemisphere

nvixo when

0cwpdg envoy; spectator

0pty»dg coping, frieze

Oupdew (D) anger

idtdTNg -ou (m, 1) private; a layman
toyvpog (D) strong, forceful, violent
xo0opdw look down ~panorama
%0wv6g communal, ordinary
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%x07og beating; toil, fatigue
Aoytopdg calculation

réOnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

poxdptog blessed

peyodompémeta magnificence
©edinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

prehéty care; practice

péppop.on blame; reject
petafBaAdw alter, transform

woéw (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

pvnrovedw remember, remind
pviuey having a good memory,
mindful of ~mnemonic

vo0og bastard

vop.ofetéw make laws

oixeiog household, familiar, proper
0006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

od®oDY not so?; and so

obxovv certainly not

moudelo child-rearing, education
moded raise; train

moilw play ~pediatrician
Tovthmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TAvTY everywhere

wolog what kind

moAuteto (1) citizenship; government
Tovéw work; be busy ~osteopenia
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T6vog toil, suffering ~osteopenia
peoPiTYg -ov (D, m, 1) old person
npoatpéw produce; (m) prefer
TPoBaAAw throw before; propose;
(mp) pretend, abandon, nominate
~ballistic

mpomnAoxilw bespatter, reproach
Tpooayw bring to a place
~demagogue

TPOCOE oML await

TpooTinTw attack; befall; kow-tow
o1twp public speaker

oxomdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oxONaE -xog (f) puppy

omovdatog quick, active; excellent
oxfipa -tog (n, 3) form, figure

6w @PEOocvYY discretion, moderation
Toivuy well, then

TEEYW run, spin

U7vog a sleep

@LA60mMpo0g fond of hunting
@Liopabig knowledge-loving
@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

XWAOg lame

$eddog -oug (n, 3) a lie ~pseudo-
Pevdw» be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-
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to be like posts, having no reason in them, and yet to be set in authority over
the highest matters?

Certainly not.

Then you will make a law that they shall have such an education as will
enable them to attain the greatest skill in asking and answering questions?

Yes, he said, you and I together will make it.

Dialectic, then, as you will agree, is the coping-stone of the sciences, and is set
over them; no other science can be placed higher — the nature of knowledge
can no further go?

I agree, he said.

But to whom we are to assign these studies, and in what way they are to be
assigned, are questions which remain to be considered.

Yes, clearly.
You remember, I said, how the rulers were chosen before?
Certainly, he said.

The same natures must still be chosen, and the preference again given to the
surest and the bravest, and, if possible, to the fairest; and, having noble and
generous tempers, they should also have the natural gifts which will facilitate
their education.

And what are these?

Such gifts as keenness and ready powers of acquisition; for the mind more
often faints from the severity of study than from the severity of gymnastics:
the toil is more entirely the mind’s own, and is not shared with the body.

Very true, he replied.

Further, he of whom we are in search should have a good memory, and be
an unwearied solid man who is a lover of labour in any line; or he will never
be able to endure the great amount of bodily exercise and to go through all
the intellectual discipline and study which we require of him.

Certainly, he said; he must have natural gifts.

The mistake at present is, that those who study philosophy have no vocation,
and this, as I was before saying, is the reason why she has fallen into disrepute:
her true sons should take her by the hand and not bastards.
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What do you mean?

In the first place, her votary should not have a lame or halting industry —1I
mean, that he should not be half industrious and half idle: as, for example,
when a man is a lover of gymnastic and hunting, and all other bodily exercises,
but a hater rather than a lover of the labour of learning or listening or
enquiring. Or the occupation to which he devotes himself may be of an
opposite kind, and he may have the other sort of lameness.

Certainly, he said.

And as to truth, I said, is not a soul equally to be deemed halt and lame
which hates voluntary falsehood and is extremely indignant at herself and
others when they tell lies, but is patient of involuntary falsehood, and does
not mind wallowing like a swinish beast in the mire of ignorance, and has no
shame at being detected?

To be sure.

And, again, in respect of temperance, courage, magnificence, and every other
virtue, should we not carefully distinguish between the true son and the
bastard? for where there is no discernment of such qualities states and
individuals unconsciously err; and the state makes a ruler, and the individual
a friend, of one who, being defective in some part of virtue, is in a figure lame
or a bastard.

That is very true, he said.

All these things, then, will have to be carefully considered by us; and if only
those whom we introduce to this vast system of education and training are
sound in body and mind, justice herself will have nothing to say against us,
and we shall be the saviours of the constitution and of the State; but, if our
pupils are men of another stamp, the reverse will happen, and we shall pour a
still greater flood of ridicule on philosophy than she has to endure at present.

That would not be creditable.

Certainly not, I said; and yet perhaps, in thus turning jest into earnest I am
equally ridiculous.

In what respect?

I had forgotten, I said, that we were not serious, and spoke with too much
excitement. For when I saw philosophy so undeservedly trampled under foot
of men I could not help feeling a sort of indignation at the authors of her
disgrace: and my anger made me too vehement.
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Indeed! I was listening, and did not think so.

But I, who am the speaker, felt that I was. And now let me remind you that,
although in our former selection we chose old men, we must not do so in
this. Solon was under a delusion when he said that a man when he grows
old may learn many things—for he can no more learn much than he can
run much; youth is the time for any extraordinary toil.

Of course.

And, therefore, calculation and geometry and all the other elements of
instruction, which are a preparation for dialectic, should be presented to the
mind in childhood; not, however, under any notion of forcing our system of
education.

Why not?

Because a freeman ought not to be a slave in the acquisition of knowledge
of any kind. Bodily exercise, when compulsory, does no harm to the body;
but knowledge which is acquired under compulsion obtains no hold on the
mind.

Very true.

Then, my good friend, I said, do not use compulsion, but let early education
be a sort of amusement; you will then be better able to find out the natural
bent.

That is a very rational notion, he said.

Do you remember that the children, too, were to be taken to see the battle on
horseback; and that if there were no danger they were to be brought close up
and, like young hounds, have a taste of blood given them?

Yes, I remember.

The same practice may be followed, I said, in all these things—labours,
lessons, dangers—and he who is most at home in all of them ought to be
enrolled in a select number.

At what age?

At the age when the necessary gymnastics are over: the period whether of
two or three years which passes in this sort of training is useless for any other
purpose; for sleep and exercise are unpropitious to learning; and the trial of
who is first in gymnastic exercises is one of the most important tests to which
our youth are subjected.
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Certainly, he replied.
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vocabulary

aieOnotg -cwg (f) sense perception
ailoypdg shameful

aueMée disregard; (impers.) of
course

&vayxalw force, compel

évetpt go up, inland, to, back ~ion
avinue urge, impel; release ~jet
avttAéyw contradict, oppose
avtidoyla argument

ametfée disobey

armte set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

doxéw satisfy; ward off, defend;
suffice

&pTt at the same time

&ripog (1) without honor
Baoovidw interrogate, test, torture
BéBoatog steadfast; sure

Blog life ~biology

Yebw taste ~gusto

yoveig -og (m) parent

Yobv at least then

Yopvéalew exercise, do training
Yupvéorov exercise; school
StafBaAhw throw across; slander
~ballistic

otaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
dtotiOnut arrange; set out goods for
sale ~thesis

dtaepbvTwg differently
dtwAdotog twofold, double

d6ypa -tog (n, 3) belief, legal
decision

dpdew do, accomplish

éyytyvopou live in ~genus

eixndg likely

eixv -6vog (f, 3) image, likeness
éxPaivew come forth, disembark
~basis

EXTPEQW raise, rear

Eheyyog (n) shame, disgrace; (m)
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refutation

ENéYyw shame; try, examine

€\cog €A0D pity, mercy ~alms
€Axéw drag, pull, hoist; rape
&\xog -cog (n, 3) wound ~ulcer
€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
gumetplon experience, trial and error
gumipmanue fill with

gumninto fall into; attack ~petal
évdevg inadequate

€vvoéw consider

évtadOa there, here

€E six ~hexagon

gEeléyyw convict, refute, test
gowxotwg like; fairly

gretddy when, after

gmtetxyg fitting ~icon

gmtoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmitelvo intensify

g¢mithdevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

Eoapou love, aor. fall in love; long
for, covet ~erotic

goopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

ndovy pleasure

Oavpoaoctog wonderful; admirable
xataaAie throw down, cast off
~ballistic

xotofitédw bring down
xazoypdopoe (mp) abuse, use up;
(act) be enough

xoAaxeVw flatter

x6optog well-behaved

péOdnua -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

povio madness, passion
povtevopon to divine ~mantis
uedinue let go, cease; (mid) speed off
~jet

1éAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility
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petodidwpt give part of ~donate
petodopfave share in; swap
petéyw partake of

nétptog medium, moderate
ppéopon (1) imitate, represent
voéuLpog customary, legal, natural
vop.oBétng -ou (m, 1) lawgiver
oixelog household, familiar, proper
oixetdtng -tog (f, 3) intimacy
oixet6w adopt, adapt

oixéw inhabit ~economics

Sppa -tog (n, 3) eye

omolog whatever kind

0006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00x0o0v not so?; and so

mébog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowdelo child-rearing, education
modtd childish play

mailw play ~pediatrician
Topdvopog lawless, unlawful
TétpLog of the father(s), ancestral
wetfopyéw obey authority

Telpo an attempt

TePLOPaw look around; watch;
permit

7fj where? how?

TAnoiog near, neighboring

wolog what kind

ToAAayf] in many places or ways
ToAAoyf in many places or ways
TPOoEPEW say beforehand
mpoxpive (1) choose first
TPOAEY® prophecy, proclaim;
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preselect ~legion

TpooNxw belong to, it beseems
mpooinut be allowed near
TPOGYWPEEW go to, join, support
oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
oTaAPAoow tear, rend

omiAotov grotto, cavern
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

ouyYLlYv®oxe acknowledge; pardon
ouyyvouy sympathy, leniency
ovvayw assemble; join in battle
~demagogue

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ouyvog long; many; extensive
o@4édpa very much

téooopeg four ~trapezoid
T (1) honor, exalt

tiptog honored, precious

Tiwdéw honor, exalt

toivuy well, then

OTTEPQUYg overgrown; gigantic
0UToB&AA® put under, interrupt
~ballistic

vroBolpatog illegitimate (child)
votepéw lag, be too late, fail
@aoxw declare, promise, think
~fame

@uAoxy guard, prison, watch
~phylactery

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
®oadtwg in the same way
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After that time those who are selected from the class of twenty years old will
be promoted to higher honour, and the sciences which they learned without
any order in their early education will now be brought together, and they
will be able to see the natural relationship of them to one another and to true
being.

Yes, he said, that is the only kind of knowledge which takes lasting root.

Yes, I said; and the capacity for such knowledge is the great criterion of
dialectical talent: the comprehensive mind is always the dialectical.

I agree with you, he said.

These, I said, are the points which you must consider; and those who have
most of this comprehension, and who are most steadfast in their learning,
and in their military and other appointed duties, when they have arrived at
the age of thirty have to be chosen by you out of the select class, and elevated
to higher honour; and you will have to prove them by the help of dialectic,
in order to learn which of them is able to give up the use of sight and the
other senses, and in company with truth to attain absolute being: And here,
my friend, great caution is required.

Why great caution?

Do you not remark, I said, how great is the evil which dialectic has introduced?
What evil? he said.

The students of the art are filled with lawlessness.

Quite true, he said.

Do you think that there is anything so very unnatural or inexcusable in their
case? or will you make allowance for them?

In what way make allowance?

I want you, I said, by way of parallel, to imagine a supposititious son who
is brought up in great wealth; he is one of a great and numerous family,
and has many flatterers. When he grows up to manhood, he learns that his
alleged are not his real parents; but who the real are he is unable to discover.
Can you guess how he will be likely to behave towards his flatterers and his
supposed parents, first of all during the period when he is ignorant of the
false relation, and then again when he knows? Or shall I guess for you?

If you please.
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Then I should say, that while he is ignorant of the truth he will be likely to
honour his father and his mother and his supposed relations more than the
flatterers; he will be less inclined to neglect them when in need, or to do or
say anything against them; and he will be less willing to disobey them in any
important matter.

He will.

But when he has made the discovery, I should imagine that he would diminish
his honour and regard for them, and would become more devoted to the
flatterers; their influence over him would greatly increase; he would now
live after their ways, and openly associate with them, and, unless he were of
an unusually good disposition, he would trouble himself no more about his
supposed parents or other relations.

Well, all that is very probable. But how is the image applicable to the disciples
of philosophy?

In this way: you know that there are certain principles about justice and
honour, which were taught us in childhood, and under their parental
authority we have been brought up, obeying and honouring them.

That is true.

There are also opposite maxims and habits of pleasure which flatter and
attract the soul, but do not influence those of us who have any sense of right,
and they continue to obey and honour the maxims of their fathers.

True.

Now, when a man is in this state, and the questioning spirit asks what is
fair or honourable, and he answers as the legislator has taught him, and then
arguments many and diverse refute his words, until he is driven into believing
that nothing is honourable any more than dishonourable, or just and good
any more than the reverse, and so of all the notions which he most valued,
do you think that he will still honour and obey them as before?

Impossible.

And when he ceases to think them honourable and natural as heretofore, and
he fails to discover the true, can he be expected to pursue any life other than
that which flatters his desires?

He cannot.
And from being a keeper of the law he is converted into a breaker of it?

Unquestionably.
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Now all this is very natural in students of philosophy such as I have described,
and also, as I was just now saying, most excusable.

Yes, he said; and, I may add, pitiable.

Therefore, that your feelings may not be moved to pity about our citizens who
are now thirty years of age, every care must be taken in introducing them to
dialectic.

Certainly.

There is a danger lest they should taste the dear delight too early; for
youngsters, as you may have observed, when they first get the taste in their
mouths, argue for amusement, and are always contradicting and refuting
others in imitation of those who refute them; like puppy-dogs, they rejoice in
pulling and tearing at all who come near them.

Yes, he said, there is nothing which they like better.

And when they have made many conquests and received defeats at the hands
of many, they violently and speedily get into a way of not believing anything
which they believed before, and hence, not only they, but philosophy and all
that relates to it is apt to have a bad name with the rest of the world.

Too true, he said.

But when a man begins to get older, he will no longer be guilty of such
insanity; he will imitate the dialectician who is seeking for truth, and not
the eristic, who is contradicting for the sake of amusement; and the greater
moderation of his character will increase instead of diminishing the honour
of the pursuit.

Very true, he said.

And did we not make special provision for this, when we said that the disciples
of philosophy were to be orderly and steadfast, not, as now, any chance
aspirant or intruder?

Very true.

Suppose, I said, the study of philosophy to take the place of gymnastics and
to be continued diligently and earnestly and exclusively for twice the number
of years which were passed in bodily exercise —will that be enough?

Would you say six or four years? he asked.

Say five years, I replied; at the end of the time they must be sent down again
into the den and compelled to hold any military or other office which young
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men are qualified to hold: in this way they will get their experience of life,
and there
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vocabulary

a&d7v to satiety; enough

&dwxia injustice, offence

&owxog unfair; obstinate, bad
ddog weariness

&€OALog prize ~athlete

G&OAYTg &ebAnTol (m, 1) athlete,
contestant ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete
dxparog (aa) pure, unmixed
~crater

axpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
&ANoOev from elsewhere ~alien
apdotypo -tog (n, 3) failure, fault
&vayxaew force, compel
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
GvaxAive (1) lean something back,
push back, place ~incline
avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

avoptpuvioxw (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

&vortiOnue consecrate, lay on,
impute; (mp) reproach

avdave please ~hedonism
amoPAémw stare at, adore
&moteAéw accomplish, produce
Gptotedm be the best ~aristrocrat
dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

odYY light

adEave strengthen

Bacoaviw interrogate, test, torture
Yéuow be full of

Yevvaiog noble, sincere ~genesis
yovedg -og (m) parent

YoVvi] progeny ~genus

Yobv at least then

Saipwy -ovog (m, 3) a god, fate,
doom ~demon

o0cdpo here, come here!

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
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dnuootog public, the state
Staolw preserve through
dtotpifew (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

Sta@aive seem, show through
~photon

Stapavyg transparent

dLa@opog different; difference;
disagreeing; balance, bill
SLépopon pierce, traverse

dpdg -6¢ (f) tree, oak, lumber
~druid

duvéietng -ov (m, 1) lord, ruler
gyytyvopou live in ~genus

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

elmep if indeed

éxméune send forth ~pomp
éxtog outside

ExTPETTW turn aside

€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
“EAAny Greek

éupévo stay put, be faithful, fixed
gvtedlev thence

gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
g¢ntBupée (D) wish, covet
éniAotog remaining
émpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmtoxénropot look upon, inspect
éntoxoméw look upon, inspect
gmotpy skill, knowledge
¢mtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

Eoopot ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

Eoyorog farthest, last
eddatpovéw be lucky, happy
eddatpovia prosperity

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

e0Y prayer; VOw ~VvOow

é@éAxw drag; (mid) influence
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é@ekfjc in order, in a row

M0oc #bcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

Ouota sacrifice

i0éa id7jg semblance; kind, style
idtdng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xafdmep exactly as

xotaoxev] fixed assets; condition
®OTOQEOVEW scorn; think of
xotowxile colonize

XOLVWVEW associate with
xoouéw marshal, array ~cosmos
xTdopat acquire, possess

xtiiotg -og (f) chattels

péxar fortunate ~macarism
poxop fortunate ~macarism
1eTaED between

ute06g reward, wages
pvnuovedw remember, remind
voonua -tog (n, 3) disease
oixéw inhabit ~economics
olunotg -ewg (f) habitation
oAyopytia oligarchy

ovivnut help, please, be available
060060 stand up

0o0dOOg not anyone

od®0DY not so?; and so

mowdeio child-rearing, education
oSV raise; train

moAatotig -o0 (m, 1) wrestler
~Pallas

Tovtamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

mavtaydoe in every direction
Tty everywhere

mopdderypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent
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mevtexaidexa 15

métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified

77 somewhere, somehow

760ev from where?

molteto (1) citizenship; government
7éo0og how many, much, far?

7éte when?

TpoayopeVw declare, predict, order
mpocimov foretell, proclaim, order
before

Tpopaive show; pass: appear
~photon

ouYYwEEw accede, concede

ouyvog long; many; extensive
o@étepog their

TéAeog finished

Tétaprog fourth ~trapezoid

Toivuy well, then

Tpo@ food, upkeep ~atrophy
TLPOVVLXOG tyrranical

Topawig -dog (f) tyranny
OTTNPETEW serve

vroAapPBave take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@d&og &g (n, 3) light; salvation; (pl)
eyes ~photon

@LA660Q0g wisdom-loving

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@Vw produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

®vnTég bought

®ooVTLS in the same way
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will be an opportunity of trying whether, when they are drawn all manner of
ways by temptation, they will stand firm or flinch.

And how long is this stage of their lives to last?

Fifteen years, I answered; and when they have reached fifty years of age,
then let those who still survive and have distinguished themselves in every
action of their lives and in every branch of knowledge come at last to their
consummation: the time has now arrived at which they must raise the eye
of the soul to the universal light which lightens all things, and behold the
absolute good; for that is the pattern according to which they are to order
the State and the lives of individuals, and the remainder of their own lives
also; making philosophy their chief pursuit, but, when their turn comes,
toiling also at politics and ruling for the public good, not as though they were
performing some heroic action, but simply as a matter of duty; and when
they have brought up in each generation others like themselves and left them
in their place to be governors of the State, then they will depart to the Islands
of the Blest and dwell there; and the city will give them public memorials
and sacrifices and honour them, if the Pythian oracle consent, as demigods,
but if not, as in any case blessed and divine.

You are a sculptor, Socrates, and have made statues of our governors faultless
in beauty.

Yes, I said, Glaucon, and of our governesses too; for you must not suppose
that what I have been saying applies to men only and not to women as far
as their natures can go.

There you are right, he said, since we have made them to share in all things
like the men.

Well, I said, and you would agree (would you not?) that what has been said
about the State and the government is not a mere dream, and although difficult
not impossible, but only possible in the way which has been supposed; that
is to say, when the true philosopher kings are born in a State, one or more of
them, despising the honours of this present world which they deem mean and
worthless, esteeming above all things right and the honour that springs from
right, and regarding justice as the greatest and most necessary of all things,
whose ministers they are, and whose principles will be exalted by them when
they set in order their own city?

How will they proceed?

They will begin by sending out into the country all the inhabitants of the city
who are more than ten years old, and will take possession of their children,
who will be unaffected by the habits of their parents; these they will train in
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their own habits and laws, I mean in the laws which we have given them:
and in this way the State and constitution of which we were speaking will
soonest and most easily attain happiness, and the nation which has such a
constitution will gain most.

Yes, that will be the best way. And [ think, Socrates, that you have very well
described how, if ever, such a constitution might come into being.

Enough then of the perfect State, and of the man who bears its image — there
is no difficulty in seeing how we shall describe him.

There is no difficulty, he replied; and I agree with you in thinking that nothing
more need be said.

8

And so, Glaucon, we have arrived at the conclusion that in the perfect State
wives and children are to be in common; and that all education and the
pursuits of war and peace are also to be common, and the best philosophers
and the bravest warriors are to be their kings?

That, replied Glaucon, has been acknowledged.

Yes, I said; and we have further acknowledged that the governors, when
appointed themselves, will take their soldiers and place them in houses such
as we were describing, which are common to all, and contain nothing private,
or individual; and about their property, you remember what we agreed?

Yes, I remember that no one was to have any of the ordinary possessions of
mankind; they were to be warrior athletes and guardians, receiving from the
other citizens, in lieu of annual payment, only their maintenance, and they
were to take care of themselves and of the whole State.

True, I said; and now that this division of our task is concluded, let us find
the point at which we digressed, that we may return into the old path.

There is no difficulty in returning; you implied, then as now, that you had
finished the description of the State: you said that such a State was good,
and that the man was good who answered to it, although, as now appears,
you had more excellent things to relate both of State and man. And you said
further, that if this was the true form, then the others were false; and of the
false forms, you said, as I remember, that there were four principal ones, and
that their defects, and the defects of the individuals corresponding to them,
were worth examining. When we had seen all the individuals, and finally
agreed as to who was the best and who was the worst of them, we were to
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consider whether the best was not also the happiest, and the worst the most
miserable. I asked you what were the four forms of government of which
you spoke, and then Polemarchus and Adeimantus put in their word; and
you began again, and have found your way to the point at which we have
now arrived.

Your recollection, I said, is most exact.

Then, like a wrestler, he replied, you must put yourself again in the same
position; and let me ask the same questions, and do you give me the same
answer which you were about to give me then.

Yes, if I can, I will, I said.

I shall particularly wish to hear what were the four constitutions of which
you were speaking.

That question, I said, is easily answered: the four governments of which I
spoke, so far as they have distinct names, are, first, those of Crete and Sparta,
which are generally applauded; what is termed oligarchy comes next; this is
not equally approved, and is a form of government which teems with evils:
thirdly, democracy, which naturally follows oligarchy, although very different:
and lastly comes tyranny, great and famous, which differs from them all, and
is the fourth and worst disorder of a State. I do not know, do you? of
any other constitution which can be said to have a distinct character. There
are lordships and principalities which are bought and sold, and some other
intermediate forms of government. But these are nondescripts and may be
found equally among Hellenes and among barbarians.

Yes, he replied, we certainly hear of many curious forms of government which
exist among them.

Do you know, I said, that governments vary as the dispositions of men vary,
and that there must be as many of the one as there are of the other? For we
cannot suppose that States are made of ‘oak and rock,” and not out of the
human natures which are in them, and which in a figure turn the scale and
draw other things after them?

Yes, he said, the States are as the men are; they grow out of human characters.

Then if the constitutions of States are five, the dispositions of individual minds
will also be five?

Certainly.

Him who answers to aristocracy, and whom we rightly call just and good, we
have already described.
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We have.

Then let us now proceed to describe the inferior sort of natures, being
the contentious and ambitious, who answer to the Spartan polity; also the
oligarchical, democratical, and tyrannical. Let us place the most just by
the side of the most unjust, and when we see them we shall be able to
compare the relative happiness or unhappiness of him who leads a life of
pure justice or pure injustice. The enquiry will then be completed. And we
shall know whether we ought to pursue injustice, as Thrasymachus advises,
or in accordance with the conclusions of the argument to
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&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
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€Ae0zpog not enslaved

gumninto fall into; attack ~petal
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émtBopio (D) desire, thing desired
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noovy pleasure
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voppa nymph; bride

voppiog bridegroom
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~homoerotic

opdg same ~homoerotic
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prefer justice.
Certainly, he replied, we must do as you say.

Shall we follow our old plan, which we adopted with a view to clearness, of
taking the State first and then proceeding to the individual, and begin with
the government of honour? —I know of no name for such a government
other than timocracy, or perhaps timarchy. We will compare with this the
like character in the individual; and, after that, consider oligarchy and the
oligarchical man; and then again we will turn our attention to democracy and
the democratical man; and lastly, we will go and view the city of tyranny, and
once more take a look into the tyrant’s soul, and try to arrive at a satisfactory
decision.

That way of viewing and judging of the matter will be very suitable.

First, then, I said, let us enquire how timocracy (the government of honour)
arises out of aristocracy (the government of the best). Clearly, all political
changes originate in divisions of the actual governing power; a government
which is united, however small, cannot be moved.

Very true, he said.

In what way, then, will our city be moved, and in what manner will the
two classes of auxiliaries and rulers disagree among themselves or with one
another? Shall we, after the manner of Homer, pray the Muses to tell us ‘how
discord first arose’? Shall we imagine them in solemn mockery, to play and
jest with us as if we were children, and to address us in a lofty tragic vein,
making believe to be in earnest?

How would they address us?

After this manner: — A city which is thus constituted can hardly be shaken;
but, seeing that everything which has a beginning has also an end, even a
constitution such as yours will not last for ever, but will in time be dissolved.
And this is the dissolution: —In plants that grow in the earth, as well as in
animals that move on the earth’s surface, fertility and sterility of soul and body
occur when the circumferences of the circles of each are completed, which in
short-lived existences pass over a short space, and in long-lived ones over a
long space. But to the knowledge of human fecundity and sterility all the
wisdom and education of your rulers will not attain; the laws which regulate
them will not be discovered by an intelligence which is alloyed with sense,
but will escape them, and they will bring children into the world when they
ought not. Now that which is of divine birth has a period which is contained
in a perfect number, but the period of human birth is comprehended in
a number in which first increments by involution and evolution [or squared
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and cubed] obtaining three intervals and four terms of like and unlike, waxing
and waning numbers, make all the terms commensurable and agreeable to
one another. The base of these (3) with a third added (4) when combined
with five (20) and raised to the third power furnishes two harmonies; the
first a square which is a hundred times as great (400= 4 x 100), and the
other a figure having one side equal to the former, but oblong, consisting of a
hundred numbers squared upon rational diameters of a square (i. e. omitting
fractions), the side of which is five (7 x 7= 49 x 100= 4900), each of them
being less by one (than the perfect square which includes the fractions, sc. 50)
or less by two perfect squares of irrational diameters (of a square the side of
which is five= 50+ 50= 100); and a hundred cubes of three (27 x 100= 2700+
4900+ 400= 8000). Now this number represents a geometrical figure which
has control over the good and evil of births. For when your guardians are
ignorant of the law of births, and unite bride and bridegroom out of season,
the children will not be goodly or fortunate. And though only the best of
them will be appointed by their predecessors, still they will be unworthy to
hold their fathers’ places, and when they come into power as guardians, they
will soon be found to fail in taking care of us, the Muses, first by under-
valuing music; which neglect will soon extend to gymnastic; and hence the
young men of your State will be less cultivated. In the succeeding generation
rulers will be appointed who have lost the guardian power of testing the
metal of your different races, which, like Hesiod’s, are of gold and silver and
brass and iron. And so iron will be mingled with silver, and brass with gold,
and hence there will arise dissimilarity and inequality and irregularity, which
always and in all places are causes of hatred and war. This the Muses affirm
to be the stock from which discord has sprung, wherever arising; and this is
their answer to us.

Yes, and we may assume that they answer truly.

Why, yes, I said, of course they answer truly; how can the Muses speak
falsely?

And what do the Muses say next?

When discord arose, then the two races were drawn different ways: the
iron and brass fell to acquiring money and land and houses and gold and
silver; but the gold and silver races, not wanting money but having the true
riches in their own nature, inclined towards virtue and the ancient order of
things. There was a battle between them, and at last they agreed to distribute
their land and houses among individual owners; and they enslaved their
friends and maintainers, whom they had formerly protected in the condition
of freemen, and made of them subjects and servants; and they themselves
were engaged in war and in keeping a watch against them.
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I believe that you have rightly conceived the origin of the change.

And the new government which thus arises will be of a form intermediate
between oligarchy and aristocracy?

Very true.

Such will be the change, and after the change has been made, how will they
proceed? Clearly, the new State, being in a mean between oligarchy and the
perfect State, will partly follow one and partly the other, and will also have
some peculiarities.

True, he said.

In the honour given to rulers, in the abstinence of the warrior class from
agriculture, handicrafts, and trade in general, in the institution of common
meals, and in the attention paid to gymnastics and military training—in all
these respects this State will resemble the former.

True.

But in the fear of admitting philosophers to power, because they are no longer
to be had simple and earnest, but are made up of mixed elements; and in
turning from them to passionate and less complex characters, who are by
nature fitted for war rather than peace; and in the value set by them upon
military stratagems and contrivances, and in the waging of everlasting wars —
this State will be for the most part peculiar.

Yes.

Yes, I said; and men of this stamp will be covetous of money, like those who
live in oligarchies; they will have, a fierce secret longing after gold and silver,
which they will hoard in dark places, having magazines and treasuries of
their own for the deposit and concealment of them; also castles which are
just nests for their eggs, and in which they will spend large sums on their
wives, or on any others whom they please.

That is most true, he said.

And they are miserly because they have no means of openly acquiring the
money which they prize; they will spend that which is another man’s on the
gratification of their desires, stealing their pleasures and running away like
children from the law, their father: they have been schooled not by gentle
influences but by force, for they have neglected her who is the true Muse, the
companion of reason and philosophy, and have honoured gymnastic more
than music.
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Undoubtedly, he said, the form of government which you describe is a mixture
of good and evil.

Why, there is a mixture, I said; but one thing, and one thing only, is
predominantly seen,—the spirit of contention and ambition; and these are
due to the prevalence of the passionate or spirited element.

Assuredly, he said.

Such is the origin and such the character of this State, which has been
described in outline only; the more perfect execution was not required, for a
sketch is enough to show the type of the most perfectly just and most perfectly
unjust; and to go through all the States and all the
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
aperéw disregard; (impers.) of
course

dvavdpog without men; not manlike
~androgynous

avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
dmelféw disobey

&moleine leave behind, fail ~eclipse
Gpdw give water

G&pety goodness, excellence
doxéw work on

domdlopo greet, salute
&rpéde (1) insult, dishonor
&rprog (1) without honor
adEave strengthen

&yOop.ot be burdened with

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

damdyn cost, funds, extravagance
ofjAog visible, conspicuous
dnuodotog public, the state
dtaxsAsbopon give orders to,
encourage

dtapdoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

oLépyopan pierce, traverse
dtiotnue stand apart ~stand
SLXoGTAPLOY court

éyyiyvopou live in ~genus
€yy00ev near

€yYVg near

eixdg likely

éxditepog each of two

éAaooéw diminish, degrade
€Aattéw diminish, degrade
€Ae00=zpog not enslaved

€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape
éviote sometimes

évoxéw dwell in

g€epe go forth; is possible ~ion
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éEevpioxwm find; discover ~eureka
gmowvéw concur, praise, advise
gmetddy when, after

éncképyopat sally

¢mtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

ebvoog kindly; favorable

{filog competitiveness, emulation
~zeal

Zuyodv yoke, a joined pair ~zygote
Cuydg yoke, a joined pair ~zygote
700¢ #Bcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

NAiOLog idle, vain, foolish

fiuepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

xatdotoctg -cwe (f) establishment
®oTOPEOVEW scorn; think of
xepdvvout (D) mix ~crater
xoutd care, tending, providing for
xpalw croak, scream

AG&Bpa secretly

Alav very

Aotdopéwm abuse, revile
petafBaive change the subject
~basis

pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
petéyw partake of

povotxy art, music

voi yea

veawviog -ov (ao, m) young person
oixétyng -ov (m, 1) household; house
slave

oixéw inhabit ~economics
OAtyapyia oligarchy

optAia (it) intercourse, company
6mAov tool, weapon, ship’s tackle
~hoplite

06000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

6pog boundary marker ~horizon
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o0OOOg not anyone

00x0DY not so?; and so

obolo property; essence

o@ciAw owe, should, if only
moded raise; train

Topbyw deflect; bring forward
Tévyg -tog (m) poor

7§} where? how?

TAoVotog wealth ~plutocrat
TAobTog wealth ~plutocrat

molog what kind

ToAeptxdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
moluteion (1) citizenship; government
moltedw (1) be a free citizen
medeLpt to have been before, earlier
~ion

Tmpoelmov foretell, proclaim, order
before

Tpocéyw direct to; think about
pénow incline or sink downwards
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

o@o6dpa very much

owtip -og (m) savior

TopLeloy treasury, storehouse
teivw stretch, tend ~tense
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TeAevtdw bring about, finish
~apostle

T (1) honor, exalt

tiptog honored, precious

Tidéw honor, exalt

Tpwpéo (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been
attacked

toivuy well, then

TLPAGg blind

TLPAOW blind

OuVéw recite, commemorate
bTNx00g heeding, subject

bm60eotg -ewg (f) proposal; subject;
hypothesis

@LA60mMpo0g fond of hunting
purovixia (it) rivalry, competition
@Lromtpoyposdyn meddlesomeness,
busyness

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
yovoiov () gold coin
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characters of men, omitting none of them, would be an interminable labour.
Very true, he replied.

Now what man answers to this form of government—how did he come into
being, and what is he like?

I think, said Adeimantus, that in the spirit of contention which characterises
him, he is not unlike our friend Glaucon.

Perhaps, I said, he may be like him in that one point; but there are other
respects in which he is very different.

In what respects?

He should have more of self-assertion and be less cultivated, and yet a friend
of culture; and he should be a good listener, but no speaker. Such a person
is apt to be rough with slaves, unlike the educated man, who is too proud for
that; and he will also be courteous to freemen, and remarkably obedient to
authority; he is a lover of power and a lover of honour; claiming to be a ruler,
not because he is eloquent, or on any ground of that sort, but because he is
a soldier and has performed feats of arms; he is also a lover of gymnastic
exercises and of the chase.

Yes, that is the type of character which answers to timocracy.

Such an one will despise riches only when he is young; but as he gets older
he will be more and more attracted to them, because he has a piece of the
avaricious nature in him, and is not single-minded towards virtue, having
lost his best guardian.

Who was that? said Adeimantus.

Philosophy, I said, tempered with music, who comes and takes up her abode
in a man, and is the only saviour of his virtue throughout life.

Good, he said.
Such, I said, is the timocratical youth, and he is like the timocratical State.
Exactly.

His origin is as follows: — He is often the young son of a brave father, who
dwells in an ill-governed city, of which he declines the honours and offices,
and will not go to law, or exert himself in any way, but is ready to waive his
rights in order that he may escape trouble.

And how does the son come into being?
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The character of the son begins to develope when he hears his mother
complaining that her husband has no place in the government, of which
the consequence is that she has no precedence among other women. Further,
when she sees her husband not very eager about money, and instead of
battling and railing in the law courts or assembly, taking whatever happens to
him quietly; and when she observes that his thoughts always centre in himself,
while he treats her with very considerable indifference, she is annoyed, and
says to her son that his father is only half a man and far too easy-going:
adding all the other complaints about her own ill-treatment which women
are so fond of rehearsing.

Yes, said Adeimantus, they give us plenty of them, and their complaints are
so like themselves.

And you know, I said, that the old servants also, who are supposed to be
attached to the family, from time to time talk privately in the same strain to
the son; and if they see any one who owes money to his father, or is wronging
him in any way, and he fails to prosecute them, they tell the youth that when
he grows up he must retaliate upon people of this sort, and be more of a
man than his father. He has only to walk abroad and he hears and sees the
same sort of thing: those who do their own business in the city are called
simpletons, and held in no esteem, while the busy-bodies are honoured and
applauded. The result is that the young man, hearing and seeing all these
things —hearing, too, the words of his father, and having a nearer view of his
way of life, and making comparisons of him and others—is drawn opposite
ways: while his father is watering and nourishing the rational principle in
his soul, the others are encouraging the passionate and appetitive; and he
being not originally of a bad nature, but having kept bad company, is at last
brought by their joint influence to a middle point, and gives up the kingdom
which is within him to the middle principle of contentiousness and passion,
and becomes arrogant and ambitious.

You seem to me to have described his origin perfectly.

Then we have now, I said, the second form of government and the second
type of character?

We have.

Next, let us look at another man who, as Aeschylus says, ‘Is set over against
another State;’

Or rather, as our plan requires, begin with the State.

By all means.
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I believe that oligarchy follows next in order.
And what manner of government do you term oligarchy?

A government resting on a valuation of property, in which the rich have power
and the poor man is deprived of it.

I understand, he replied.

Ought I not to begin by describing how the change from timocracy to oligarchy
arises?

Yes.

Well, I said, no eyes are required in order to see how the one passes into the
other.

How?

The accumulation of gold in the treasury of private individuals is the ruin of
timocracy; they invent illegal modes of expenditure; for what do they or their
wives care about the law?

Yes, indeed.

And then one, seeing another grow rich, seeks to rival him, and thus the great
mass of the citizens become lovers of money.

Likely enough.

And so they grow richer and richer, and the more they think of making a
fortune the less they think of virtue; for when riches and virtue are placed
together in the scales of the balance, the one always rises as the other falls.

True.

And in proportion as riches and rich men are honoured in the State, virtue
and the virtuous are dishonoured.

Clearly.

And what is honoured is cultivated, and that which has no honour is
neglected.

That is obvious.

And so at last, instead of loving contention and glory, men become lovers of
trade and money; they honour and look up to the rich man, and make a
ruler of him, and dishonour the poor man.
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They do so.

They next proceed to make a law which fixes a sum of money as the
qualification of citizenship; the sum is higher in one place and lower in
another, as the oligarchy is more or less exclusive; and they allow no one
whose property falls below the amount fixed to have any share in the
government. These changes in the constitution they effect by force of arms,
if intimidation has not already done their work.

Very true.
And this, speaking generally, is the way in which oligarchy is established.

Yes, he said;
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vocabulary

&dVvatog unable; impossible
&0pEw observe, gaze

axvéxng -ov (m, 1) Persian short
sword

apédomuoe -tog (n, 3) failure, fault
avoyrélew force, compel
avodioxw (oa) consume, spend on
amoPdAle throw away, lose
amoxpvTTe hide away ~cryptic
dmopog impassable, difficult
Gpa interrogative pcl

dite as if; since

attpée (1) punish, dishonor
aDTé0L on the spot

BAd&mtew break, make fail
YeweYéw farm, till land

YHipag -oc (n, 3) old age

YOOV at least then

d7Aog visible, conspicuous
dnuLovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

SLXaoTHPLOY court

éyyiyvopor live in ~genus
eixdg likely

elo@épw carry into, carry along
~bear

eita then, therefore, next
éxylyvopot be born; be by birth
~genus

éxminto fall out of ~petal
éxTog outside

éxyxéw pour out

gAoydg small; comp.: less ~light
éumimto fall into; attack ~petal
Evetput be in ~ion

€v0ev thence, whence

gviot some

évtiOnut load; mp: take to heart
~thesis

gEaipvng suddenly

g€epe go forth; is possible ~ion
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€Eeot it is allowed/possible
gEinut send forth, allow forth ~jet
éntBovAsbw plot, plan, harm
~volunteer

émpédeta attention; assigned task
gmitpéno entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

Eopa -tog (n, 3) prop; earring
gtolpog ready; fulfilled

{n\6w emuluate, praise

0p06vog seat, chair, throne ~throne
ioywpog (D) strong, forceful, violent
{yvog -coc (n, 3) track, trace
xoxodPYOog causing evil
~ergonomics

*oTOdOVAOW enslave

xévtpov goading rod?

xnptov honeycomb

wAémtyg -ou (m, 1) thief

xthopot acquire, possess
%®0BepviTNg -0U (m, 1) steersman,
governor ~govern

AoyiCopou reckon, consider
Aotdopéwm abuse, revile
petafdAde alter, transform
pretofoly change, exchange

vai yea

vouTttdla sailing ~navy
vawtiAlopon sail ~navy

véonpa -tog (n, 3) disease

oixéw inhabit ~economics
OAtyapyia oligarchy

O6TAilw prepare, arm ~hoplite
omAitng -ov (i, m, 1) hoplite, heavy
infantryman ~hoplite

o6m60ey whence

6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

6pog boundary marker ~horizon
00%0oDY not so?; and so

odxovv certainly not
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obGla property; essence

Spelog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
maAat long ago ~paleo

TGAY wrestling ~Pallas

mdAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Topadeixvopt (D) receive, admit
mapoxadile set beside

mévng -tog (m) poor

Tevio poverty ~osteopenia
TAoVotog wealth ~plutocrat
TAoDTog wealth ~plutocrat

motog what kind

mohtzeion (1) citizenship; government
TOALTPAYLOVE® be too busy,
meddle

ntaiw (act) stumble, fall; (pass) be
missed

TTWYOG poor, beggarly ~pudendum
oxoTdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oufivog -ouc (n, 3) swarm
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oTpoTNYEW be a general
oTpeTTog pliant; type of necklace
~strep throat

cuxo@ovtém (D) harass, quibble,
blackmail

cuxoEavTNg -ov (D, m, 1) informer,
blackmailer

oUAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
o306V near, approximately at
~ischemia

Tametvow lower, abase

teAevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

T (1) honor, exalt

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
OTnEétng -ov (m, 1) servant, officer
@& appear (dawn) ~photon
@ceidopot spare, not use/harm
~aphid

ohotpéopan (1) be ambitious
@uhotpio (L) ambition

xopof on/near the ground

®0¢w push
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but what are the characteristics of this form of government, and what are the
defects of which we were speaking?

First of all, I said, consider the nature of the qualification. Just think what
would happen if pilots were to be chosen according to their property, and
a poor man were refused permission to steer, even though he were a better
pilot?

You mean that they would shipwreck?

Yes; and is not this true of the government of anything?
I should imagine so.

Except a city? —or would you include a city?

Nay, he said, the case of a city is the strongest of all, inasmuch as the rule of
a city is the greatest and most difficult of all.

This, then, will be the first great defect of oligarchy?
Clearly.

And here is another defect which is quite as bad.
What defect?

The inevitable division: such a State is not one, but two States, the one of
poor, the other of rich men; and they are living on the same spot and always
conspiring against one another.

That, surely, is at least as bad.

Another discreditable feature is, that, for a like reason, they are incapable of
carrying on any war. Either they arm the multitude, and then they are more
afraid of them than of the enemy; or, if they do not call them out in the hour
of battle, they are oligarchs indeed, few to fight as they are few to rule. And at
the same time their fondness for money makes them unwilling to pay taxes.

How discreditable!

And, as we said before, under such a constitution the same persons have too
many callings —they are husbandmen, tradesmen, warriors, all in one. Does
that look well?

Anything but well.

There is another evil which is, perhaps, the greatest of all, and to which this
State first begins to be liable.
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What evil?

A man may sell all that he has, and another may acquire his property; yet
after the sale he may dwell in the city of which he is no longer a part, being
neither trader, nor artisan, nor horseman, nor hoplite, but only a poor, helpless
creature.

Yes, that is an evil which also first begins in this State.

The evil is certainly not prevented there; for oligarchies have both the extremes
of great wealth and utter poverty.

True.

But think again: In his wealthy days, while he was spending his money, was a
man of this sort a whit more good to the State for the purposes of citizenship?
Or did he only seem to be a member of the ruling body, although in truth he
was neither ruler nor subject, but just a spendthrift?

As you say, he seemed to be a ruler, but was only a spendthrift.

May we not say that this is the drone in the house who is like the drone in
the honeycomb, and that the one is the plague of the city as the other is of
the hive?

Just so, Socrates.

And God has made the flying drones, Adeimantus, all without stings, whereas
of the walking drones he has made some without stings but others have
dreadful stings; of the stingless class are those who in their old age end as
paupers; of the stingers come all the criminal class, as they are termed.

Most true, he said.

Clearly then, whenever you see paupers in a State, somewhere in that
neighbourhood there are hidden away thieves, and cut-purses and robbers of
temples, and all sorts of malefactors.

Clearly.
Well, I said, and in oligarchical States do you not find paupers?
Yes, he said; nearly everybody is a pauper who is not a ruler.

And may we be so bold as to affirm that there are also many criminals to be
found in them, rogues who have stings, and whom the authorities are careful
to restrain by force?

Certainly, we may be so bold.
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The existence of such persons is to be attributed to want of education, ill-
training, and an evil constitution of the State?

True.

Such, then, is the form and such are the evils of oligarchy; and there may be
many other evils.

Very likely.

Then oligarchy, or the form of government in which the rulers are elected
for their wealth, may now be dismissed. Let us next proceed to consider the
nature and origin of the individual who answers to this State.

By all means.
Does not the timocratical man change into the oligarchical on this wise?
How?

A time arrives when the representative of timocracy has a son: at first he
begins by emulating his father and walking in his footsteps, but presently he
sees him of a sudden foundering against the State as upon a sunken reef,
and he and all that he has is lost; he may have been a general or some other
high officer who is brought to trial under a prejudice raised by informers, and
either put to death, or exiled, or deprived of the privileges of a citizen, and
all his property taken from him.

Nothing more likely.

And the son has seen and known all this—he is a ruined man, and his
fear has taught him to knock ambition and passion headforemost from his
bosom’s throne; humbled by poverty he takes to money-making and by mean
and miserly savings and hard work gets a fortune together. Is not such an
one likely to seat the concupiscent and covetous element on the vacant throne
and to suffer it to play the great king within him, girt with tiara and chain
and scimitar?

Most true, he replied.

And when he has made reason and spirit sit down on the ground obediently
on either side of their sovereign, and taught them to know their place, he
compels the one to think only of how lesser sums may be turned into larger
ones, and will not allow the other to worship and admire anything but riches
and rich men, or to be ambitious of anything so much as the acquisition of
wealth and the means of acquiring it.
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Of all changes, he said, there is none so speedy or so sure as the conversion
of the ambitious youth into the avaricious one.

And the avaricious, I said, is the oligarchical youth?

Yes, he said; at any rate the individual out of whom he came is like the State
out of which oligarchy came.

Let us then consider
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vocabulary

Gyevvilg low-born; sordid

aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

&dvvatog unable; impossible
G&epyog lazy ~ergonomics
axolooctog wild, licentious
GAANOTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

Gapeiverv comparative of dyofdc,
noble

aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

avoyraew force, compel
avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vodrg shameless, ruthless
Gvohioxw (oa) consume, spend on
amiotéw disbelieve ~stand
amoPMémw stare at, adore
aroripmAnue satisfy, fulfill, appease
amooBévvout (D) extinguish

&pYOg glistening, swift

&pYbpLov small coin

dpety goodness, excellence
app.olw fit together; be well fitted to
~harmony

ate as if; since

&ripog (1) without honor

& aor: to sate ~sate

Yobv at least then

dfAog visible, conspicuous
otatiOnut arrange; set out goods for
sale ~thesis

durwA6og double, overlapping
dovAO® enslave

éyytyvopou live in ~genus
éxylyvopor be born; be by birth
~genus

Exyovog offspring, descendant
~genus

Exxdw set on fire

ExxOTTR peep out
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€xovotog voluntary

Ex@edyw flee from, escape ~fugitive
gumotéw make inside of ~poet
Evewut be in ~ion

évinut put in; motivate ~jet
éviote sometimes

gvtipog (1) honored

gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
gEeott it is allowed/possible
gEinut send forth, allow forth ~jet
¢EomAilw prepare, arm ~hoplite
¢Eovosia authority, office

gmatvém concur, praise, advise
énBovAsbw plot, plan, harm
~volunteer

gmeeni)g fitting ~icon

é¢mBopio (D) desire, thing desired
gmpédeta attention; assigned task
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
gmitponteV® administrate
¢pyayg -ov (@, m, 1) worker
£€oyw bound, fend off; do
~ergonomics

e0ooxtpéwm be esteemed

eddoEla good repute

edoMuoy dignified

épinut (W) send at, let fly; mp: rush
at, spring upon ~jet

MYepody -6vog (m, 3) leader, guide,
chief ~hegemony

ndovy pleasure

flocdopan (pass) be weaker, be
overcome; (active) defeat
frtdopon (pass) be weaker, be
overcome; (active) defeat
xo0opdw look down ~panorama
xoxovpyia evil deeds ~ergonomics
®ox0DPYO0g causing evil
~ergonomics

®0pTeEPEL be patient

xpiotg -cwg (f) decision, issue
xthopot acquire, possess



[IOAITEIA

AOTTy) distress

podoxdg soft

pétotog vain, empty

redioTque change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

petafBaAde alter, transform

woéw (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

vixyn (1) victory ~Nike

oAyopyia oligarchy

opotétng -tog (f, 3) resemblance
67t wherever, however

60pavog orphan

o0doOg not anyone

od®0oDY not so?; and so

oboio property; essence

o@ceiAw owe, should, if only
mowdela child-rearing, education
TopauEAE® Not pay attention to
mévng -tog (m) poor

TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat
TAOVTEW be rich

mAoDTOog wealth ~plutocrat

7ol whither? how long?

molog what kind

moluteio (1) citizenship; government
TOAMOTAGGLOG many times more
TpoxeLpo be placed by; be devoted
to

mpocéyw direct to; think about
TPOGTACOW post at, attach to,
command
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TPocw forward, in the future; far
TTWYOG poor, beggarly ~pudendum
oxemtéog thing to consider, one who
must consider

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxomaw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
ouyYevedg inborn, kin to

ouyyevig inborn, kin to

ouuBaAAw pit against; compare;
mp: meet, fall in with ~ballistic
ouuPoéiatog contractual

ocvppoyio alliance

6@4dpa very much

oW @EocVVY discretion, moderation
T (1) honor, exalt

TLITPWoxw wound, bring to grief
~trauma

TOLO6de such

T6x0g childbirth ~oxytocin

Teépw tremble in fear ~tremble
TOLPAw luxuriate, revel ~drop
Tu@Adg blind

uTelxw yield, withdraw ~victor
@oabdlog trifling

@uiovixia (it) rivalry, competition
ouhotio (1) ambition

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
xoéog ypodc (n, 3) business, debt,
consulting a seer?

®véopot buy
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whether there is any likeness between them.
Very good.

First, then, they resemble one another in the value which they set upon
wealth?

Certainly.

Also in their penurious, laborious character; the individual only satisfies his
necessary appetites, and confines his expenditure to them; his other desires
he subdues, under the idea that they are unprofitable.

True.

He is a shabby fellow, who saves something out of everything and makes a
purse for himself; and this is the sort of man whom the vulgar applaud. Is
he not a true image of the State which he represents?

He appears to me to be so; at any rate money is highly valued by him as well
as by the State.

You see that he is not a man of cultivation, I said.

I imagine not, he said; had he been educated he would never have made a
blind god director of his chorus, or given him chief honour.

Excellent! I said. Yet consider: Must we not further admit that owing to this
want of cultivation there will be found in him dronelike desires as of pauper
and rogue, which are forcibly kept down by his general habit of life?

True.

Do you know where you will have to look if you want to discover his
rogueries?

Where must I look?

You should see him where he has some great opportunity of acting
dishonestly, as in the guardianship of an orphan.

Aye.

It will be clear enough then that in his ordinary dealings which give him
a reputation for honesty he coerces his bad passions by an enforced virtue;
not making them see that they are wrong, or taming them by reason, but
by necessity and fear constraining them, and because he trembles for his
possessions.
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To be sure.

Yes, indeed, my dear friend, but you will find that the natural desires of the
drone commonly exist in him all the same whenever he has to spend what is
not his own.

Yes, and they will be strong in him too.

The man, then, will be at war with himself; he will be two men, and not one;
but, in general, his better desires will be found to prevail over his inferior
ones.

True.

For these reasons such an one will be more respectable than most people; yet
the true virtue of a unanimous and harmonious soul will flee far away and
never come near him.

I should expect so.

And surely, the miser individually will be an ignoble competitor in a State
for any prize of victory, or other object of honourable ambition; he will not
spend his money in the contest for glory; so afraid is he of awakening his
expensive appetites and inviting them to help and join in the struggle; in true
oligarchical fashion he fights with a small part only of his resources, and the
result commonly is that he loses the prize and saves his money.

Very true.

Can we any longer doubt, then, that the miser and money-maker answers to
the oligarchical State?

There can be no doubt.

Next comes democracy; of this the origin and nature have still to be considered
by us; and then we will enquire into the ways of the democratic man, and
bring him up for judgment.

That, he said, is our method.

Well, I said, and how does the change from oligarchy into democracy arise?
Is it not on this wise? — The good at which such a State aims is to become as
rich as possible, a desire which is insatiable?

What then?

The rulers, being aware that their power rests upon their wealth, refuse to
curtail by law the extravagance of the spendthrift youth because they gain by
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their ruin; they take interest from them and buy up their estates and thus
increase their own wealth and importance?

To be sure.

There can be no doubt that the love of wealth and the spirit of moderation
cannot exist together in citizens of the same state to any considerable extent;
one or the other will be disregarded.

That is tolerably clear.

And in oligarchical States, from the general spread of carelessness and
extravagance, men of good family have often been reduced to beggary?

Yes, often.

And still they remain in the city; there they are, ready to sting and fully
armed, and some of them owe money, some have forfeited their citizenship;
a third class are in both predicaments; and they hate and conspire against
those who have got their property, and against everybody else, and are eager
for revolution.

That is true.

On the other hand, the men of business, stooping as they walk, and pretending
not even to see those whom they have already ruined, insert their sting—
that is, their money —into some one else who is not on his guard against
them, and recover the parent sum many times over multiplied into a family
of children: and so they make drone and pauper to abound in the State.

Yes, he said, there are plenty of them — that is certain.

The evil blazes up like a fire; and they will not extinguish it, either by
restricting a man’s use of his own property, or by another remedy:

What other?

One which is the next best, and has the advantage of compelling the citizens
to look to their characters: — Let there be a general rule that every one shall
enter into voluntary contracts at his own risk, and there will be less of this
scandalous money-making, and the evils of which we were speaking will be
greatly lessened in the State.

Yes, they will be greatly lessened.

At present the governors, induced by the motives which I have named, treat
their subjects badly; while they and their adherents, especially the young men
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of the governing class, are habituated to lead a life of luxury and idleness both
of body and mind; they do nothing, and are
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incapable of resisting either pleasure or pain.
Very true.

They themselves care only for making money, and are as indifferent as the
pauper to the cultivation of virtue.

Yes, quite as indifferent.

Such is the state of affairs which prevails among them. And often rulers and
their subjects may come in one another’s way, whether on a journey or on
some other occasion of meeting, on a pilgrimage or a march, as fellow-soldiers
or fellow-sailors; aye, and they may observe the behaviour of each other in the
very moment of danger —for where danger is, there is no fear that the poor
will be despised by the rich—and very likely the wiry sunburnt poor man
may be placed in battle at the side of a wealthy one who has never spoilt his
complexion and has plenty of superfluous flesh—when he sees such an one
puffing and at his wits’ end, how can he avoid drawing the conclusion that
men like him are only rich because no one has the courage to despoil them?
And when they meet in private will not people be saying to one another ‘Our
warriors are not good for much’?

Yes, he said, I am quite aware that this is their way of talking.

And, as in a body which is diseased the addition of a touch from without may
bring on illness, and sometimes even when there is no external provocation a
commotion may arise within—in the same way wherever there is weakness
in the State there is also likely to be illness, of which the occasion may be
very slight, the one party introducing from without their oligarchical, the
other their democratical allies, and then the State falls sick, and is at war with
herself; and may be at times distracted, even when there is no external cause.

Yes, surely.

And then democracy comes into being after the poor have conquered their
opponents, slaughtering some and banishing some, while to the remainder
they give an equal share of freedom and power; and this is the form of
government in which the magistrates are commonly elected by lot.

Yes, he said, that is the nature of democracy, whether the revolution has been
effected by arms, or whether fear has caused the opposite party to withdraw.

And now what is their manner of life, and what sort of a government have
they? for as the government is, such will be the man.

Clearly, he said.
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In the first place, are they not free; and is not the city full of freedom and
frankness—a man may say and do what he likes?

‘Tis said so, he replied.

And where freedom is, the individual is clearly able to order for himself his
own life as he pleases?

Clearly.
Then in this kind of State there will be the greatest variety of human natures?
There will.

This, then, seems likely to be the fairest of States, being like an embroidered
robe which is spangled with every sort of flower. And just as women and
children think a variety of colours to be of all things most charming, so there
are many men to whom this State, which is spangled with the manners and
characters of mankind, will appear to be the fairest of States.

Yes.

Yes, my good Sir, and there will be no better in which to look for a
government.

Why?

Because of the liberty which reigns there —they have a complete assortment
of constitutions; and he who has a mind to establish a State, as we have been
doing, must go to a democracy as he would to a bazaar at which they sell
them, and pick out the one that suits him; then, when he has made his choice,
he may found his State.

He will be sure to have patterns enough.

And there being no necessity, I said, for you to govern in this State, even if
you have the capacity, or to be governed, unless you like, or go to war when
the rest go to war, or to be at peace when others are at peace, unless you are
so disposed — there being no necessity also, because some law forbids you to
hold office or be a dicast, that you should not hold office or be a dicast, if you
have a fancy —is not this a way of life which for the moment is supremely
delightful?

For the moment, yes.

And is not their humanity to the condemned in some cases quite charming?
Have you not observed how, in a democracy, many persons, although they
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have been sentenced to death or exile, just stay where they are and walk about
the world —the gentleman parades like a hero, and nobody sees or cares?

Yes, he replied, many and many a one.

See too, I said, the forgiving spirit of democracy, and the ‘don’t care’ about
trifles, and the disregard which she shows of all the fine principles which
we solemnly laid down at the foundation of the city —as when we said that,
except in the case of some rarely gifted nature, there never will be a good man
who has not from his childhood been used to play amid things of beauty and
make of them a joy and a study—how grandly does she trample all these
fine notions of ours under her feet, never giving a thought to the pursuits
which make a statesman, and promoting to honour any one who professes
to be the people’s friend.

Yes, she is of a noble spirit.

These and other kindred characteristics are proper to democracy, which is a
charming form of government, full of variety and disorder, and dispensing a
sort of equality to equals and unequals alike.

We know her well.

Consider now, I said, what manner of man the individual is, or rather consider,
as in the case of the State, how he comes into being.

Very good, he said.

Is not this the way — he is the son of the miserly and oligarchical father who
has trained him in his own habits?

Exactly.

And, like his father, he keeps under by force the pleasures which are of the
spending and not of the getting sort, being those which are called unnecessary?

Obviously.

Would you like, for the sake of clearness, to distinguish which are the
necessary and which are the unnecessary pleasures?

I should.

Are not necessary pleasures those of which we cannot get rid, and of which
the satisfaction is a benefit to us? And they are rightly called so, because we
are framed by nature to desire both what is beneficial and what is necessary,
and cannot help it.
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True.
We are not wrong therefore in calling them necessary?
We are not.

And the desires of which a man may get rid, if he takes pains from his
youth upwards—of which the presence, moreover, does no good, and in
some cases the reverse of good — shall we not be right in saying that all these
are unnecessary?

Yes, certainly.

Suppose we select an example of either kind, in order that we may have a
general notion of them?

Very good.
Will
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vocabulary

oiOny gleaming, tawny ~ether
ai0w set on fire ~ether

oifwv -og (m, 3) gleaming, tawny
~ether

axpomohLg -cwg (f) citadel, high part
of a city ~acute

GAalv -6vog (m, 3) charlatan,
boaster

&AAotog of another kind ~alien
aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

el careless

&vayxain of necessity, by force
avayxoiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avaideto shamelessness

Gvohioxw (oa) consume, spend on
&vavedw raise the chin to say no
avornddw leap up, start up
avopyto lawlessness

avatpéye run/extend up/away
&vdpeia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly

&veotg -ewg (f) loosening, indulgence
droaidevtog uneducated, loutish
~pediatrician

oA A& oow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

GpYéw not work; (pass) be fruitless,
left undone

&pY6g glistening, swift

dowtio wastefulness

G&tipéle (1) insult, dishonor
&ripog (1) without honor
dppodiotog sexual

BootAtnog royal

Bon0era help

Yépo be full of

Yebw taste ~gusto

Yobv at least then

Youvalew exercise, do training
damdyn cost, funds, extravagance
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Otéyw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

Otéxetpont be in a condition
JStatpLPn activity, waste of time
Srotpife (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

d0vAdw enslave

gyytyvopou live in ~genus
gdeopo -tog (n, 3) meat, food
elodéyopat admit, take in
éxminTo fall out of ~petal
éxmitvo fall out of

élevleplo freedom

évopyig visible, clear ~Argentina
évdidmpt hand over, lend, show,
allow

éviote sometimes

gvtixtw bear, create in

EEwOev from outside
gnetoépyopon come in also
é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
¢mtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

gmtTNdeVw practice, pursue
edeila living healthily

evTuyg fortunate

{n\6w emuluate, praise

Ndov1) pleasure

06pvBog noise, clamor

idudng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
xoOaipw clean

xoxiw be a coward ~cacophony
xatayw lead down/home; land
~demagogue

xortodeixvopt (D) discover, make
known

xoToxoopEn fit in place ~cosmos
xoTaVAEw play on the flute
%evdg empty, vain

%xevéw make empty

»Aeiw tell of; close

xAniew secure, bar
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%x0AéCw punish

xoopLtog well-behaved

AoyyGvew be allotted; (esp. Aeha-
forms) allot; receive

A6Opa secretly

péaOnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

peyodompémeta magnificence
©e0bw be soaked, drunk ~mead
wéM honey, a sweet

petafBaAdw alter, transform
petofoly change, exchange
peTptotig -tog (f, 3) moderation;
elegance

veaviag -ov (o, m) young person
vovOetéw remind, warn

outAio (it) intercourse, company
0006w stand up

00x0DY not so?; and so

6dov piece of cooked meat, relish
moded raise; train

TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

moavrtodorig of every kind, manifold
covtodonog of every kind, manifold
mavrotog all kinds of

mopaninte fall in the way; go stray
mopinut dangle; pass over, allow
~jet

mépag -tog (n, 3) cord; bound, crux,
outcome ~prove

TEPAW cross over, drive across; sell
as a slave ~pierce

71 somewhere, somehow

760ev from where?

TowiAw make elaborately
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mowilog ornamented; various
moAeptxdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
moltedw (1) be a free citizen
mpomnAaxilw bespatter, reproach
cpooninTw attack; befall; kow-tow
oxevdlw prepare, collect

otdotg -ewg (f) placing; faction
6TEQPAVO® crown

ouyYevedg inborn, kin to
ouyyevig inborn, kin to
ouyylyvopat associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

cw@PEOVEw be sane, moderate
ocw@Pocvyy discretion, moderation
To7€ then ... now ...

Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
bBots -cwg (f) pride, insolence,
outrage

byleta health

0VOpoToTém drink water
VTTOYWPEEW recoil ~heir

@ovepbw demonstrate ~photon
ppovpLov fort

@PovPO6g watcher, guard

QuYde -dog (m, 3) exile, refugee
~fugitive

@VOAOE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

%000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
XONUoTLeTIXOG profitable
xonotpog useful

(Pevdig lying, false ~pseudo-
®0<w push

oeéleta -{ag profit

®EéMpog helping, useful
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not the desire of eating, that is, of simple food and condiments, in so far as
they are required for health and strength, be of the necessary class?

That is what I should suppose.

The pleasure of eating is necessary in two ways; it does us good and it is
essential to the continuance of life?

Yes.
But the condiments are only necessary in so far as they are good for health?
Certainly.

And the desire which goes beyond this, of more delicate food, or other
luxuries, which might generally be got rid of, if controlled and trained in
youth, and is hurtful to the body, and hurtful to the soul in the pursuit of
wisdom and virtue, may be rightly called unnecessary?

Very true.

May we not say that these desires spend, and that the others make money
because they conduce to production?

Certainly.
And of the pleasures of love, and all other pleasures, the same holds good?
True.

And the drone of whom we spoke was he who was surfeited in pleasures and
desires of this sort, and was the slave of the unnecessary desires, whereas he
who was subject to the necessary only was miserly and oligarchical?

Very true.

Again, let us see how the democratical man grows out of the oligarchical: the
following, as I suspect, is commonly the process.

What is the process?

When a young man who has been brought up as we were just now describing,
in a vulgar and miserly way, has tasted drones’ honey and has come to
associate with fierce and crafty natures who are able to provide for him all
sorts of refinements and varieties of pleasure—then, as you may imagine,
the change will begin of the oligarchical principle within him into the
democratical?

Inevitably.
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And as in the city like was helping like, and the change was effected by an
alliance from without assisting one division of the citizens, so too the young
man is changed by a class of desires coming from without to assist the desires
within him, that which is akin and alike again helping that which is akin and
alike?

Certainly.

And if there be any ally which aids the oligarchical principle within him,
whether the influence of a father or of kindred, advising or rebuking him,
then there arises in his soul a faction and an opposite faction, and he goes to
war with himself.

It must be so.

And there are times when the democratical principle gives way to the
oligarchical, and some of his desires die, and others are banished; a spirit
of reverence enters into the young man’s soul and order is restored.

Yes, he said, that sometimes happens.

And then, again, after the old desires have been driven out, fresh ones spring
up, which are akin to them, and because he their father does not know how
to educate them, wax fierce and numerous.

Yes, he said, that is apt to be the way.

They draw him to his old associates, and holding secret intercourse with them,
breed and multiply in him.

Very true.

At length they seize upon the citadel of the young man’s soul, which they
perceive to be void of all accomplishments and fair pursuits and true words,
which make their abode in the minds of men who are dear to the gods, and
are their best guardians and sentinels.

None better.
False and boastful conceits and phrases mount upwards and take their place.
They are certain to do so.

And so the young man returns into the country of the lotus-eaters, and takes
up his dwelling there in the face of all men; and if any help be sent by his
friends to the oligarchical part of him, the aforesaid vain conceits shut the gate
of the king’s fastness; and they will neither allow the embassy itself to enter,
nor if private advisers offer the fatherly counsel of the aged will they listen
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to them or receive them. There is a battle and they gain the day, and then
modesty, which they call silliness, is ignominiously thrust into exile by them,
and temperance, which they nickname unmanliness, is trampled in the mire
and cast forth; they persuade men that moderation and orderly expenditure
are vulgarity and meanness, and so, by the help of a rabble of evil appetites,
they drive them beyond the border.

Yes, with a will.

And when they have emptied and swept clean the soul of him who is now
in their power and who is being initiated by them in great mysteries, the
next thing is to bring back to their house insolence and anarchy and waste
and impudence in bright array having garlands on their heads, and a great
company with them, hymning their praises and calling them by sweet names;
insolence they term breeding, and anarchy liberty, and waste magnificence,
and impudence courage. And so the young man passes out of his original
nature, which was trained in the school of necessity, into the freedom and
libertinism of useless and unnecessary pleasures.

Yes, he said, the change in him is visible enough.

After this he lives on, spending his money and labour and time on unnecessary
pleasures quite as much as on necessary ones; but if he be fortunate, and is not
too much disordered in his wits, when years have elapsed, and the heyday of
passion is over —supposing that he then re-admits into the city some part of
the exiled virtues, and does not wholly give himself up to their successors —in
that case he balances his pleasures and lives in a sort of equilibrium, putting
the government of himself into the hands of the one which comes first and
wins the turn; and when he has had enough of that, then into the hands of
another; he despises none of them but encourages them all equally.

Very true, he said.

Neither does he receive or let pass into the fortress any true word of advice;
if any one says to him that some pleasures are the satisfactions of good and
noble desires, and others of evil desires, and that he ought to use and honour
some and chastise and master the others— whenever this is repeated to him
he shakes his head and says that they are all alike, and that one is as good
as another.

Yes, he said; that is the way with him.

Yes, I said, he lives from day to day indulging the appetite of the hour; and
sometimes he is lapped in drink and strains of the flute; then he becomes
a water-drinker, and tries to get thin; then he takes a turn at gymnastics;
sometimes idling and neglecting everything, then once more living the life of
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a philosopher; often he is busy with politics, and starts to his feet and says
and does whatever comes into his head; and, if he is emulous of any one who
is a warrior, off he is in that direction, or of men of
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vocabulary

&yov very much

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&yp0og field, wild ~agriculture
G&no1g unpleasant

aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

atttaopot blame ~etiology
dxparog (aa) pure, unmixed
~crater

axpog at the edge, extreme ~acute
apédeta indifference, negligence
avoapyio lawlessness

Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
avtamodidwpt give in exchange
amahog soft, delicate

amoavtde encounter, come upon
dmetpog untested; infinite

&0t townsman

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

yovedg -og (m) parent

déormorva lady

deomotng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
ofjAog visible, conspicuous
onuoctog public, the state

ofitac emphatic o1

ddaoxalog teacher

dtépyopan pierce, traverse

oupdw be thirsty ~dipsomaniac
doviceia slavery

doVAetog of a slave

dpdew do, accomplish

éyytyvopou live in ~genus

€0iCw accustom

eixndg likely

éAevOepio freedom

&Ae0epog not enslaved

éuBaAiew throw in; inspire a mental
state ~ballistic
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gumipmAnue fill with

guedw plant; cling ~physics
€vvoéw consider

évtadOo there, here

gElodéw equalize

¢Elotnue displace, transform; (+gen)
give up ~vstation

¢Eovoia authority, office

gowdtwg like; fairly

gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
greyut lie upon; approach ~ion
gmthav0dvew mp: forget ~Lethe
Eoyortog farthest, last

{n\6w emuluate, praise

N00g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
M00og fibcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

xtotog least; above all

Oopa thickly

Owredw flatter, coax

i3tdTNg -ou (m, 1) private; a layman
ioovopta balance; equality
ioyvpog (D) strong, forceful, violent
*0TadOVAG® enslave

»otod0w enter, sink

xotoAd® unyoke; destroy ~loose
%xotx00g hearing; obedient
xe@d&Aatog main point; chief
%0AGe punish

xouLd care, tending, providing for
paxaptog blessed

rediotnue change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

uebdoxw (mp) get drunk

©e@Vw be soaked, drunk ~mead
preotog full

petafaAde alter, transform
petofoly change, exchange
prétotxog immigrant

péyot as far as, until

pndapi nowhere
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ptapdg stained, polluted ~miasma
prpéopon (1) imitate, represent

val yea

véonpa -tog (n, 3) disease

60cv whence

oixéw inhabit ~economics

oivoyoog -O cupbearer ~wine
oAtyopyia oligarchy

OAlYwPEW consider unimportant
6vop -tog (n) dream

6vog (f) donkey ~onager

00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

00060 stand up

0ptlw divide; ordain, define
~horizon

00xo0v not so?; and so
TovTaTooty altogether; yes,
certainly

moavtodarig of every kind, manifold
covtodanog of every kind, manifold
Topddetypa -toc (n, 3) model,
precedent

TAodTog wealth ~plutocrat
mowxiAog ornamented; various
moluteto (1) citizenship; government
ToPPWTEP® farther

Tpdog soft, gentle

263

wplopot buy

mpomnAoxilw bespatter, reproach
TpoocayopeLw address, call by name
Tpootatéw be boss of; defend
TPOGPEP® present; resemble; add
ofina -tog (n, 3) a thing said
oevodg revered, holy

ouvofpoilw assemble, gather
o306V near, approximately at
~jischemia

ThELg -ewg (f) arrangement, military
unit

TelevTadw bring about, finish
~apostle

Tpée (1) honor, exalt

Toivuy well, then

Tot600¢ such

Tpavvig -dog (f) tyranny
TOpavvog tyrant

@povtilw consider, ponder

@botg -ewg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@vTOG natural

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XONUoTLeTIXOg profitable

®véopat buy

®oadTwg in the same way
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XPHaTLOTUKOUS, €L TOUT al. kal oUTe Tis TAls oUTe avaykm émeoTw
ad70b 7 Bilw, aAX’ 100y Te 87 kal éhevlépiov kal pakdpiov KaA@Y

Tov Blov TobTov xpfiTar avT® o mavTds.
Mavrdmaow, ) § 65, dehjAvfas Biov icovouuxod Twos avdpds.

- , s s s N , N , R
Oluar 8¢ ve, v & éyw), kai mavrTodamdv Te kai mAeloTwy Nldv
Ié \ \ 7’ \ 7 4 > 7 \ ’
UEOTOV, Kal TOV KaAJV Te Kal TowiNov, doTep €xelvny THv ToAwW,
TobTOV TOV dvdpa elvar: 6v molot av kal modai (p\doewav Tod Blov,

TapadelypaTa mONTELDY Te Kal TPOTWY TAELOTA €V aUT® EXOVTa.
ol ’ 4 L4
Odros yap, édn, éoTw.

T( odv; rerdxfw nuiv kara dnuoxpariav o6 TowdTos dwip, s

dnpokpatikos oplas dv mpooayopevduevos;
TerdxOw, épn.

‘H kadMiomy &1, v § éyd, molrela Te kal 6 kdAAoTOS avip \oura

oy - , s
av Nuiv ein deMletv, Tvpavvis Te kal Tipavvos.

Kouidsj v, édm.

Dépe &), Tis Tpdmos Tuparvidos, & Pile ETaipe, yiyverar, 6T uev yap

€k dnuokrpatias peraBdAer oxedov dijlov.
Afjrov.

"Ap’ odv TpdTov Twa Tov avTov €k Te dOAvyapylas dnuokpaTia ylyveTal

Kal éx dnuokparias Tupavvis;
Ios;

“0 mpovlevro, M § éyw), ayaldv, kal 8 6 1) olyapyia kabioTaTo—

To0TO0 8 NV VUmepmAobTOS" 1) Ydp;—
Nad.

H mhovrov tolvwv dmAnoria kal 1) T@v dawv duéleal Sid

! indifference, negligence
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XPUATIOUOV aUTNY ATWANY.

A7, &,

A > m s e W s oag ; ;o
Ap’ odv kai 6 dnuorpatia opllerar dyaddv, ) TovTov amA\notio kal

’ ’
TadTNY KaTaAVEL,
Aéyes & avmy 7{ opllecta;

Tayv éxevlepilav, elmov. TotTo ydp mov év dnuokpaTovuéry mToNeL
. s ey p SN, oy
axovoats av ws éxel Te kKAANoTOV Kal dwa TabTa €v udvy TavTy déwov

olkelv SoTis puoel éAevbepos.
Aéyerar yap &1, €dn, kal moAv TodT0 TO pija.

Ap’ otw, Y & €ydd, Smep fia vvdy €pdiv, 1) ToD TowUTOV ATANOTIC
\ ¢ ~ ki > 7 A\ 4 \ /7 7’ 14 \
Kal 1) T&V dA\wv duéleta kal TavTny v molTelay pebioTyolv Te kal

mapaokevdaler Tvpavvidos denlijvas;
Mas; égn.

e’ 3 ’ ’ > ’ ’ ~
Otav oluar dyuoxpatovuévy mdhis eélevleplas dujoaca kardv
olvoxdwv mpooTaTOUVTWY TUXY, Kol TOoppwTépw TOb OéovTos
, 2 A . , A
akpdTov” avtijs petlvoli, Tovs dpyovras &1, v un wdvy mpdor dat
\ \ ’ (N ’ ’ B ’ e ’7 3
katl moAAY apéxwor Ty eNevlepilav, kohdler atTiwuérn ws papovs

T€ Kal OALYyapxtkoUs.
Apdow ydp, épn, TobTo.

Tovs &€ ve, elmov, TV apxdvTwy karmnkdovs mpomnlaxiler s
, . T sy N ,

€fehodovlovs Te kal o0dév dvTas, Tovs 8¢ dpyovTas uév dpyouévots,
apyopévouvs d¢ dpyovow opoilovs dig Te kal dnuooig emawet Te Kal
TYd. &p oVk Avdykm €v TowaUTy oAl €ml wav TO Ths é\evlepias

évai;

Ias yap ot

3

% pure, unmixed stained, polluted
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Kai karadveclal ye, v & éydd, & Pide, els Te Tas dlas oikias kal

TelevTdv péypt TV Onpiwv v dvapyiav éupvouévmy.
[las, 7 & 8s, 70 TotobTOV Aéyouey;

Olov, épmy, matépa pev €fileclar mawdi JSpowov ylyveolar kai
- e en o R A , .
poBetofar Tovs vels, vov 8¢ waTpl, kal wiTe aioxvveolar wijTe dediévar

. L N L b s
ToUs yovéas, va &) elevlepos 7 pérowcov 8¢ aoT®" Kal AOTOV

T e <
uetoikw efiootolar, kal Eévov woaiTws.
Féyverar yap obrws, édm.

Tadra Te, v & €y, kal opkpa Towade dAAa ylyverar diddokalds
. " 5

Te & TP TOUTW dovrnTas doPeitar kai Owmede,” pournTal TeE

, L6 o . .
ddaokd wy oArywpotow,” olTw 8¢ kal Tadaywydv: kal SAws ol

\ ’ /’ > ’ \ ~ \ > 7’
pev véou mpeoPurépots amewkalovrar kal StauAADYTAL Kal €V Adyols
kal €v épyots, ot 8¢ yépovtes ovykalliévTes Tols véois evTpamelias Te
- 7 .

Kal xaplevTiopod éumiumAavtat, ppotuevol’ Tols véovs, a dn wi)

dokdow andels elvar undé deomoTuxol.
Mavv pev ovw, édn.

To 8¢ ye, W & €y, EoxaTtov, & pike, Tis éNevleplas Tod TATHovs, Soov
ylyverar év 1) TotalTy mONeL, STav 81 of émvnuévol kal al éwvnuéval
e N s . . , , o
undév fTTov ENevlepor ot TV TpLapévwy. €v yuvarél 8¢ mpos dvdpas
, N v e 8 ,
kal avdpdot mpos yvvaikas 6on 1) loovoula® kat é\evlepla ylyverar,

oAlyov émehalloueld’ elmeiv.
Odkotv kat Aloyvlov, édn, époduer 611 viv HNE éml oTdua;
XUNov, &b, épodp Ul 103

[ldvv ve, elmov: kai &ywye olTw Aéyw* 16 pev yap Tdv Onpiwv Tadv
8 o g, v P s ap sy
vmo Tols avlpdmows Gow élevlepdiTepd éoTw évtabla 7 év dANy,
ovk dv Tis melloro dmelpos. dTexvdds yap al Te kives katd TNV
;e Yy 9 _, , Y "
mapowuiav olaimep ai déomowar” ylyvovral Te O kal lmmol kal dvod,

P , N . , p C v s s
mavy élevlépws kal oeuvds ellliopévor mopeveotar, kata Tas odovs

“ townsman 5 flatter, coax © consider unimportant 7 imitate,

represent © balance; equality ¥ lady
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> ’ ~ 3\ > ~ >\ \ e/ \ 5 ’
€uBdANovTes TG del amavT@VTL, €av ) €floTyTat, kal TGAAa TdvTa

o Vs , ,
oUTw peoTa élevlepias ylyverar.

To eudv y', épn, éuol Aéyeis dvap* avTos yap els dypov Topevduevos

Oapa avTd mdoyw.

To 8¢ 87 kedpdAawov, v & éydd, mdvTwy TobTwy cuwylpoiouévawv,
S e e oy N . o o
évvoets ws amaljy T Juxny TOV TOMTOV TOoLel, (oTE KAV OTIODY
dovAelas Tis mpoopépnTal, ayavakTely kal w1 avéyeolat, TehevTdvTes

p AT SO , , ,\
ydp mov ololl 81v 00de TV viuwv ¢povrilovow yeypauuévwr 3

3

> 4 4 \ ~ \ 3 -~ 7’
aypapwy, va 31 undauij undels avTols 7) deomdmys.
Kai pdX\’, &b, oida.
Adrn pév Tolvuw, v & éydd, A Pile, 1) dpxr) oUTWOL KaA) Kal veaviky,
o N < -
60ev Tupavvis pveTar, ws €uol dokel.

Con 0w NN s
Neavicn) dijra,” €pn® aAla 7 70 peTa T00TO;
Tavrdy, v & éyd, Smep €v T} dAyapxla viomua €Eyyevduevov
anwlecer avTiv, TobTO Kal €v TaUTy) TAOV Te Kal LOXVPOTEPOV
ek Tijs €fovolas eyyevduevor katadovhotTar dnuokpaTiov. kal TG
y N - , o , , \
ovTL TO dyav TL Toely peydAny dulel els Tovvavtiov peraBolny
, . s g . s 12 s, N
avramodiddvat, €v dpais Te kal €v GuTois © Kal v owpacw, kal o
Kal év mo\Telats ovy TjkioTa.

Eikds, égn.

H yap dyav éxevleplo éowcer ovk eis dA\o Tu 1) els dyav SovAelay
peTaBdAAew kal BudTy Kal TOAeL.
Eikos yap.

Eikdrws Tolvvv, elmov, ok €E dAAns molitelas Tupavvis
kabiotaTar 1) €k Onuokpatias, €€ olpar THS akporaTys

exevleplas SovAela mAeloTY T€ Kal aypuwTdT).

1 12

0 emphatic 8% !' very much natural
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business, once more in that. His life has neither law nor order; and this
distracted existence he terms joy and bliss and freedom; and so he goes on.

Yes, he replied, he is all liberty and equality.

Yes, I said; his life is motley and manifold and an epitome of the lives of
many; —he answers to the State which we described as fair and spangled.
And many a man and many a woman will take him for their pattern, and
many a constitution and many an example of manners is contained in him.

Just so.

Let him then be set over against democracy; he may truly be called the
democratic man.

Let that be his place, he said.

Last of all comes the most beautiful of all, man and State alike, tyranny and
the tyrant; these we have now to consider.

Quite true, he said.

Say then, my friend, In what manner does tyranny arise? —that it has a
democratic origin is evident.

Clearly.

And does not tyranny spring from democracy in the same manner as
democracy from oligarchy —I mean, after a sort?

How?

The good which oligarchy proposed to itself and the means by which it was
maintained was excess of wealth—am I not right?

Yes.

And the insatiable desire of wealth and the neglect of all other things for the
sake of money-getting was also the ruin of oligarchy?

True.

And democracy has her own good, of which the insatiable desire brings her
to dissolution?

What good?

Freedom, I replied; which, as they tell you in a democracy, is the glory of the
State—and that therefore in a democracy alone will the freeman of nature
deign to dwell.
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Yes; the saying is in every body’s mouth.

I was going to observe, that the insatiable desire of this and the neglect of
other things introduces the change in democracy, which occasions a demand
for tyranny.

How so?

When a democracy which is thirsting for freedom has evil cup-bearers
presiding over the feast, and has drunk too deeply of the strong wine of
freedom, then, unless her rulers are very amenable and give a plentiful
draught, she calls them to account and punishes them, and says that they
are cursed oligarchs.

Yes, he replied, a very common occurrence.

Yes, I said; and loyal citizens are insultingly termed by her slaves who hug
their chains and men of naught; she would have subjects who are like rulers,
and rulers who are like subjects: these are men after her own heart, whom
she praises and honours both in private and public. Now, in such a State, can
liberty have any limit?

Certainly not.

By degrees the anarchy finds a way into private houses, and ends by getting
among the animals and infecting them.

How do you mean?

I mean that the father grows accustomed to descend to the level of his sons
and to fear them, and the son is on a level with his father, he having no
respect or reverence for either of his parents; and this is his freedom, and the
metic is equal with the citizen and the citizen with the metic, and the stranger
is quite as good as either.

Yes, he said, that is the way.

And these are not the only evils, I said — there are several lesser ones: In such
a state of society the master fears and flatters his scholars, and the scholars
despise their masters and tutors; young and old are all alike; and the young
man is on a level with the old, and is ready to compete with him in word or
deed; and old men condescend to the young and are full of pleasantry and
gaiety; they are loth to be thought morose and authoritative, and therefore
they adopt the manners of the young.

Quite true, he said.
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The last extreme of popular liberty is when the slave bought with money,
whether male or female, is just as free as his or her purchaser; nor must I
forget to tell of the liberty and equality of the two sexes in relation to each
other.

Why not, as Aeschylus says, utter the word which rises to our lips?

That is what I am doing, I replied; and I must add that no one who does not
know would believe, how much greater is the liberty which the animals who
are under the dominion of man have in a democracy than in any other State:
for truly, the she-dogs, as the proverb says, are as good as their she-mistresses,
and the horses and asses have a way of marching along with all the rights
and dignities of freemen; and they will run at any body who comes in their
way if he does not leave the road clear for them: and all things are just ready
to burst with liberty.

When I take a country walk, he said, I often experience what you describe.
You and I have dreamed the same thing.

And above all, I said, and as the result of all, see how sensitive the citizens
become; they chafe impatiently at the least touch of authority, and at length,
as you know, they cease to care even for the laws, written or unwritten; they
will have no one over them.

Yes, he said, I know it too well.

Such, my friend, I said, is the fair and glorious beginning out of which springs
tyranny.

Glorious indeed, he said. But what is the next step?

The ruin of oligarchy is the ruin of democracy; the same disease magnified
and intensified by liberty overmasters democracy —the truth being that the
excessive increase of anything often causes a reaction in the opposite direction;
and this is the case not only in the seasons and in vegetable and animal life,
but above all in forms of government.

True.

The excess of liberty, whether in States or individuals, seems only to pass into
excess of slavery.

Yes, the natural order.

And so tyranny naturally arises out of democracy, and the most aggravated
form of tyranny and slavery out of the most extreme form of liberty?

As we
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vocabulary

&Yyvoéw be ignorant of ~gnostic
aydv -og (m, 3) gathering place
~agony

&dwrog unfair; obstinate, bad
&dvvatog unable; impossible
a0poilw press close together; (mid)
muster

aitéw ask for ~etiology

&AA0Ozv from elsewhere ~alien
avayxalw force, compel
avodaopog redistribution
&vovdpog without men; not manlike
~androgynous

&vdpeiog of a man, manly

Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
&v0pmvog human

é&vdotog unholy

dmehadve expel, exclude, ward off;
(intrans) ride away

améyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be
at some distance

Gpa interrogative pel

GpYéw not work; (pass) be fruitless,
left undone

&pY0g glistening, swift

adEave strengthen

adTovEYOg self-sufficient

qooatpéw take away ~heresy
&pavife do away with, make off
with; (pass) disappear

BAra -tog (n, 3) step, pace

Btoog by force

Btog life ~biology

BouBéw clash, clatter

Botavy fodder, feeding place
~bovine

YeVw taste ~gusto

YA®ooo tongue, language ~glossary
Yobv at least then

JfAog visible, conspicuous
Stafarhw throw across; slander
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~nballistic

Stavépw distribute, divide
SraQepdvtwg differently

otiotnut stand apart ~stand
SLxaoTpLoy court

dtotxéw manage, keep house
d0vAdw enslave

dpd&w do, accomplish

dptpde (1) sharp, piercing, bitter
éyyiyvopou live in ~genus

eixdg likely

eite if, whenever; either/or

elwOo be accustomed, in the habit
ExPaAre throw out, fell, let fall
~ballistic

éxBAaotave sprout

éxmimtto fall out of ~petal

éxtog outside

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

EueVo plant; cling ~physics
évtedbev thence

évtintw bear, create in

gvttpog (1) honored

gEamataw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
éEevpioxwm find; discover ~eureka
éEovoia authority, office
émottdopat accuse

gmetddy when, after

énBovAsbw plot, plan, harm
~volunteer

¢mBoupéw (D) wish, covet
gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
Eppwuévog vigorous, powerful
EowThw ask about something
edmopog easily passed; rich

Oapa thickly

tatpog (o) physician

iepetov animal victim ~hieroglyph
xotépyopot come down, out from
xevtéw whip, goad

xévtpov goading rod?
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xnotov honeycomb

xoutdn care, tending, providing for
xooptog well-behaved

xpiotg -ewg (f) decision, issue
xtTdopat acquire, possess

A6Bpa secretly

AOxog wolf ~lycanthropy
petpopon receive as a portion
~Moira

wéM honey, a sweet

petofoly change, exchange
petoropfévew share in; swap

voi yea

vewTepilw change, revolutionize
vopoBétng -ov (m, 1) lawgiver
véonua -tog (n, 3) disease
oMyapyia oligarchy

67t wherever, however

0000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

60060 stand up

00x00v not so?; and so

oboio property; essence
TovTdmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat

motog what kind

moluteio (1) citizenship; government
mpofBaive surpass, continue ~basis
npoiotnut put forward; (+gen) be
head of, guard ~station
TPOGTaTYG -ov (m, 1) leader,
protector

273

TPocwley forward, in the future; far
oila root ~rhizome

pdvvope (D) strengthen; (pf pass) be
strong, eager, healthy

pwopat move nimbly, rush, stream
60pog skilled, clever, wise
omAdyyvov (pl) innards, (fig)
feelings

otaoLalw revolt, be divided
ouyyewvig inborn, kin to

o@46dpa very much

o¥ed6v near, approximately at
~jischemia

Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
tehevtaw bring about, finish
~apostle

Toivuy well, then

ToL6060¢e such

Touyd] in thirds; triply

TLPOVVLXOG tyrranical

TOpavvog tyrant

vToonuaive signal

@Aéypa -toc (n, 3) lame ~flame
@6vog killing ~offend

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
¥0€0g 0D (n, 3) business, debt,
consulting a seer?

Xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir
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"Exet ydp, édm, Adyov.

AN 00 TobT olpal, v & éyd), npdTas, dA\a molov viomua €Ev

o\vyapxia Te Ppuduevor TaUTOV Kal €v dnuokpatig dovAobTal avTh.
A0}, Epn, Néyes.

"Exeivo Tolvuy, Edmu, ENeyov 70 TV apydv Te kal damavnpdv avdpdv
yévos, 70 v dvdpeldTaTov fyoluevor avTdv, TO & avavdpdTepov
13 ’ o \ b ~ ~ \ \ 7’ b4 \
emduevor’ ols dn doopololuer kndijot, Tovs puév kévtpa Exovot, Tovs
3¢ arévrpots.

Kai opbas vy, épn.

Tovrw Tolvw, v § éydd, TaparTeTov év wdoy molTelg €yyryvouévw,
® \ ~ 7’ \ /. o \ \ ~ \ > \ 3 ’
olov Tepl o pAEyua Te kal xo\)® & 01 kal det Tov ayalov taTpdv

\ , 1 , B n \ \ ,
Te kal vopoléTny molews un NTTOV 1) 00OV peAiTTOUPYOV Toppwler
3 ~ ’ \ ¢/ \ 3 ’ N \ 3> ’
evAafetolat, palora pev émws piy éyyevoeabov, dv d¢ €yyévnobov,

Smws 1L TdxLoTA VY avTolol Tols knplots éxTeTunoectov.
\ \ ’ 5 QY e ’ ’
Nai pa Ala, 7 8 8s, mavrdmaol ye.

“Qde Tolvwv, T & €y, AdPwuev, W edkpwéoTepov WBwpev O

BovAduela.
Iws;

~2 ’ -~ ’ ’ ’ o 3
Towxi® dcaommodueda 7é Adyw dyuorpaTovpuévmy ToAw, domep ody
Kal €xel. €v pev ydp mov TO TOWUTOV YEvos €v avTi) éudrerar O

> ’ > b4 N> -~ 3 7
efovolav ovk ENaTTov 7) €v Tij dAvyapyovuéry.
"Eotw ofrw.

TToAd 8¢ ye Spyubrepor® év Tavy 3 év éxelvy.

Iws;

2

! lawgiver in thirds; triply 2 sharp, piercing, bitter
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Exet pev dua 70 w) &vtwov elvar, aAN dmelaidveslar T apxdv,
dyduvacTov kal odk €ppwpévov yiyverar év dnuokpatia d¢ TobTd
OV TO TPOESTOS AVTHS, EKTOS OAlywv, Kal TO uev dpyuiTaTov adTod
Nyer Te kal mpdTTer, 70 & dANo mept 76 Brinara® mpoailov BouPei Te
Kal oUk avéxerar Tob dANa AéyovTos, woTe TdvTa Vo TOD TOLUTOV

dwowketTat év 7§ TowauTy moALTElQ XWPIS TWwwy OAlywv.
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peTalauBdvy.

Ovkodv peraraufBdve,, v & €yd, ael, kal dJoov Slvavrar ol

TPOECTOTES, TOVS ExovTas TNV ovolay dparpovuerot, dLavéLovTes TG
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might expect.

That, however, was not, as I believe, your question—you rather desired
to know what is that disorder which is generated alike in oligarchy and
democracy, and is the ruin of both?

Just so, he replied.

Well, I said, I meant to refer to the class of idle spendthrifts, of whom the
more courageous are the leaders and the more timid the followers, the same
whom we were comparing to drones, some stingless, and others having stings.

A very just comparison.

These two classes are the plagues of every city in which they are generated,
being what phlegm and bile are to the body. And the good physician and
lawgiver of the State ought, like the wise bee-master, to keep them at a distance
and prevent, if possible, their ever coming in; and if they have anyhow found
a way in, then he should have them and their cells cut out as speedily as
possible.

Yes, by all means, he said.

Then, in order that we may see clearly what we are doing, let us imagine
democracy to be divided, as indeed it is, into three classes; for in the first
place freedom creates rather more drones in the democratic than there were
in the oligarchical State.

That is true.
And in the democracy they are certainly more intensified.
How so?

Because in the oligarchical State they are disqualified and driven from office,
and therefore they cannot train or gather strength; whereas in a democracy
they are almost the entire ruling power, and while the keener sort speak and
act, the rest keep buzzing about the bema and do not suffer a word to be said
on the other side; hence in democracies almost everything is managed by the
drones.

Very true, he said.
Then there is another class which is always being severed from the mass.

What is that?
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They are the orderly class, which in a nation of traders is sure to be the
richest.

Naturally so.

They are the most squeezable persons and yield the largest amount of honey
to the drones.

Why, he said, there is little to be squeezed out of people who have little.
And this is called the wealthy class, and the drones feed upon them.
That is pretty much the case, he said.

The people are a third class, consisting of those who work with their own
hands; they are not politicians, and have not much to live upon. This, when
assembled, is the largest and most powerful class in a democracy.

True, he said; but then the multitude is seldom willing to congregate unless
they get a little honey.

And do they not share? I said. Do not their leaders deprive the rich of their
estates and distribute them among the people; at the same time taking care
to reserve the larger part for themselves?

Why, yes, he said, to that extent the people do share.

And the persons whose property is taken from them are compelled to defend
themselves before the people as they best can?

What else can they do?

And then, although they may have no desire of change, the others charge
them with plotting against the people and being friends of oligarchy?

True.

And the end is that when they see the people, not of their own accord, but
through ignorance, and because they are deceived by informers, seeking to
do them wrong, then at last they are forced to become oligarchs in reality;
they do not wish to be, but the sting of the drones torments them and breeds
revolution in them.

That is exactly the truth.
Then come impeachments and judgments and trials of one another.

True.
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The people have always some champion whom they set over them and nurse
into greatness.

Yes, that is their way.

This and no other is the root from which a tyrant springs; when he first
appears above ground he is a protector.

Yes, that is quite clear.

How then does a protector begin to change into a tyrant? Clearly when he
does what the man is said to do in the tale of the Arcadian temple of Lycaean
Zeus.

What tale?

The tale is that he who has tasted the entrails of a single human victim minced
up with the entrails of other victims is destined to become a wolf. Did you
never hear it?

Oh, yes.

And the protector of the people is like him; having a mob entirely at his
disposal, he is not restrained from shedding the blood of kinsmen; by the
favourite method of false accusation he brings them into court and murders
them, making the life of man to disappear, and with unholy tongue and lips
tasting the blood of his fellow citizens; some he kills and others he banishes,
at the same time hinting at the abolition of debts and partition of lands: and
after this, what will be his destiny? Must he not either perish at the hands of
his enemies, or from being a man become a wolf —that is, a tyrant?

Inevitably.
This, I said, is he who begins to make a party against the rich?
The same.

After a while he is driven out, but comes back, in spite of his enemies, a tyrant
tull grown.

That is clear.

And if they are unable to expel him, or to get him condemned to death by a
public accusation, they conspire to assassinate him.

Yes, he said, that is their usual way.
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Then comes the famous request for a body-guard, which is the device of all
those who have got thus far in their tyrannical career —’ Let not the people’s
friend,” as they say, ‘be lost to them.’

Exactly.

The people readily assent;
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vocabulary

aoidéopat respect, be ashamed
avayxage force, compel
G&vévtyg uphill, steep

&vdpeiog of a man, manly

v (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea
droyopeVw forbid; fail, be worn out
ameyOavopar become hated
~external

&moteAéw accomplish, produce
&ofp.o -toc (n, 3) shortness of
breath ~asthma

domdlopon greet, salute

are as if; since

a0Té0ev from that place
adTopotog self-willed, accidental
~after

aporpéw take away ~heresy
[BéAtioTog best, noblest

ofjAog visible, conspicuous
onuootog public, the state
Stavépw distribute, divide
dtavolax a thought; intelligence
diépyopan pierce, traverse
dippog seat, chariot box ~bear
00pVPOPO0g spear-brearing
0p&w do, accomplish
éyylyvopor live in ~genus
€YYVg near

eixndg likely

eimep if indeed

eloQEpw carry into, carry along
~bear

gite if, whenever; either/or
éxPBaive come forth, disembark
~basis

€Ae00=zpog not enslaved
élevlepom set free

€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
€vdevg inadequate

gvtad0Oo there, here

I[TOAITEIA 8

éntBovAsdw plot, plan, harm
~volunteer

gmieni|g fitting ~icon

gmmAnoow attack, chide ~plectrum
gmitpéno entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

gtolpog ready; fulfilled
ebdatpovia prosperity

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

fMyep®dv -6vog (m, 3) leader, guide,
chief ~hegemony

Novyia peace and quiet

fdg 76 (f, 2) dawn ~Eocene
0apoéw be of good heart

tatpog (o) physician

tAswg propitious, gracious
i6d0c0g (1) godlike

xofolpw clean

xo0oppog cleansing, purification
xotofdAAw throw down, cast off
~ballistic

xotohopBave seize, understand,
catch, overtake; (mp) happen
~epilepsy

xoTaAAdoow exchange; make up
with

xtvéw (1) set in motion, move,
remove ~Xkinetic

paxdptog blessed

preyodé@owy high-minded, generous
peyoAwott very greatly
petamépno send; (mid) summon
~pomp

ptoém (1) hate, wish to prevent
~misogyny

uteég reward, wages

wefoéw rent out; (pass) be hired
vai yea

vadg (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1] yea

Eevixog strange, foreign
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oixéw inhabit ~economics
00JET0TE never

00x0DY not so?; and so

6pehog -cog (n, 3) a use, a help
mavrodamig of every kind, manifold
Tovtodanog of every kind, manifold
mopadeixvopt (D) receive, admit
mtévyg -tog (m) poor

wepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

TEPLTUYY GV happen upon
Thavog persuasive

mtot0og faithful; trustworthy

TtoTéw reassure; also (pass) promise
TAoVotog wealth ~plutocrat

760ev from where?

mouri)g -o0 (m, 1) maker, author
mowtég made, well-made ~poet
mowilog ornamented; various
moAtzeio (1) citizenship; government
moAttedm (1) be a free citizen
moAvdigtg (1) pebbly

Tpdog soft, gentle

TPOCOOXAW expect

cpocétt in addition

TPOOTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

TPOGTAOOW post at, attach to,
command

TPOooTATYS -0ou (M, 1) leader,
protector
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TP6Qaotg -ewg () pretext; motive;
prediction ~fame

Tuxvog dense, frequent; shrewd
60@0g skilled, clever, wise
ouYYLYvwoxw acknowledge; pardon
6UAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
olveLpt be with; have sex ~ion
ovvovesia society, sex

6@4dpa very much

Tophoow mess things up ~trachea
T (1) honor, exalt

Ttow honor, exalt

ToLydp therefore

Tpoywdio tragedy, serious poem
Tupavvicg -dog (f) tyranny
TOPAYVOG tyrant

OTtLoyvéopat promise, agree to do
~ischemia

vToTTTEV® guess, observe, be
suspicious of

@oadlog trifling

@O<yyopow make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@povro -toc (n, 3) mind, spirit
@ooviog sensible, prudent
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

xocta need, use

xoéoc ypod¢ (n, 3) business, debt,
consulting a seer?

XONopog oracular response
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méNews, €v 1] Av © TototTos PBpoTos €yyévnTa;
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Avdykn, €dn.
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! oracular response % very greatly 3 propitious, gracious
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Eixds ye.

Ovkodv kai wa ypriuata elopépovtes mévnTes yryvduevor mpOS TA
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XelptoTov dpaipotvtes Aeimovor 7O BéATioTov, 0 ¢ TovvavTiov.

% high-minded, generous
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6 tragedy, serious poem 7 godlike 8 persuasive
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all their fears are for him — they have none for themselves.
Very true.

And when a man who is wealthy and is also accused of being an enemy of
the people sees this, then, my friend, as the oracle said to Croesus, ‘By pebbly
Hermus’ shore he flees and rests not, and is not ashamed to be a coward.’

And quite right too, said he, for if he were, he would never be ashamed again.
But if he is caught he dies.
Of course.

And he, the protector of whom we spoke, is to be seen, not ‘larding the plain’
with his bulk, but himself the overthrower of many, standing up in the chariot
of State with the reins in his hand, no longer protector, but tyrant absolute.

No doubt, he said.

And now let us consider the happiness of the man, and also of the State in
which a creature like him is generated.

Yes, he said, let us consider that.

At first, in the early days of his power, he is full of smiles, and he salutes
every one whom he meets; —he to be called a tyrant, who is making promises
in public and also in private! liberating debtors, and distributing land to the
people and his followers, and wanting to be so kind and good to every one!

Of course, he said.

But when he has disposed of foreign enemies by conquest or treaty, and there
is nothing to fear from them, then he is always stirring up some war or other,
in order that the people may require a leader.

To be sure.

Has he not also another object, which is that they may be impoverished by
payment of taxes, and thus compelled to devote themselves to their daily
wants and therefore less likely to conspire against him?

Clearly.

And if any of them are suspected by him of having notions of freedom, and
of resistance to his authority, he will have a good pretext for destroying them
by placing them at the mercy of the enemy; and for all these reasons the
tyrant must be always getting up a war.
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He must.
Now he begins to grow unpopular.
A necessary result.

Then some of those who joined in setting him up, and who are in power,
speak their minds to him and to one another, and the more courageous of
them cast in his teeth what is being done.

Yes, that may be expected.

And the tyrant, if he means to rule, must get rid of them; he cannot stop
while he has a friend or an enemy who is good for anything.

He cannot.

And therefore he must look about him and see who is valiant, who is high-
minded, who is wise, who is wealthy; happy man, he is the enemy of them
all, and must seek occasion against them whether he will or no, until he has
made a purgation of the State.

Yes, he said, and a rare purgation.

Yes, I said, not the sort of purgation which the physicians make of the body;
for they take away the worse and leave the better part, but he does the reverse.

If he is to rule, I suppose that he cannot help himself.

What a blessed alternative, I said: —to be compelled to dwell only with the
many bad, and to be by them hated, or not to live at all!

Yes, that is the alternative.

And the more detestable his actions are to the citizens the more satellites and
the greater devotion in them will he require?

Certainly.

And who are the devoted band, and where will he procure them?

They will flock to him, he said, of their own accord, if he pays them.

By the dog! I said, here are more drones, of every sort and from every land.
Yes, he said, there are.

But will he not desire to get them on the spot?

How do you mean?
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He will rob the citizens of their slaves; he will then set them free and enrol
them in his body-guard.

To be sure, he said; and he will be able to trust them best of all.

What a blessed creature, I said, must this tyrant be; he has put to death the
others and has these for his trusted friends.

Yes, he said; they are quite of his sort.

Yes, I said, and these are the new citizens whom he has called into existence,
who admire him and are his companions, while the good hate and avoid him.

Of course.
Verily, then, tragedy is a wise thing and Euripides a great tragedian.
Why so?

Why, because he is the author of the pregnant saying, ‘Tyrants are wise by
living with the wise;’

And he clearly meant to say that they are the wise whom the tyrant makes
his companions.

Yes, he said, and he also praises tyranny as godlike; and many other things
of the same kind are said by him and by the other poets.

And therefore, I said, the tragic poets being wise men will forgive us and any
others who live after our manner if we do not receive them into our State,
because they are the eulogists of tyranny.

Yes, he said, those who have the wit will doubtless forgive us.

But they will continue to go to other cities and attract mobs, and hire voices
fair and loud and persuasive, and draw the cities over to tyrannies and
democracies.

Very true.

Moreover, they are paid for this and receive honour — the greatest honour, as
might be expected, from tyrants, and the next greatest from democracies; but
the higher they ascend our constitution hill, the more their reputation fails,
and seems unable from shortness of breath to proceed further.

True.

But we are wandering from the subject: Let us therefore return and enquire
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how the tyrant will maintain that fair and numerous and various and ever-
changing army of his.

If,
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
G&EOAov &bAiov prize

&€0ALog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

&0p<w observe, gaze

aioydvn (D) shame, dishonor
dxotpog unseasonable, troublesome
ap@otépwose in both directions
~ambient

ap@w both ~amphora

avoyxoatog coerced, coercing, slavery
dvoroyvvtio shamelessness,
impudence

Gvolioxw (oa) consume, spend on
Gvor6w (o) consume, spend on
Gvoptpvioxw (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

dvamoade cause to cease ~pause
avota folly

&vop.og lawless

amohhoEeioy wish to get rid of
amoAAGocw free from, remove; be
freed, depart

améyw ward off, drive off, refrain, be
at some distance

amoAadw have use, have a benefit
aromipmAnue satisfy, fulfill, appease
amwbhiw repel, reject

apYéw not work; (pass) be fruitless,
left undone

G&pY0dg glistening, swift

ot at the same time

doagig faint, obscure

&o0cvéw be weak, sick

&oOevig weak

&tpéle (1) insult, dishonor
aootpéw take away ~heresy
BéAtioTog best, noblest

BtéZew use force on, violate

Bodpa -tog (n, 3) food; hole eaten
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in something ~voracious
dnuotixdg common, popular,
democratic

Srotpéow divide, distinguish,
distribute

Stovépw distribute, divide
Stépopon pierce, traverse
dovlceia slavery

JdoVAetog of a slave

dovAcdw serve, be a slave
éyytyvopou live in ~genus
etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

elo@Epw carry into, carry along
~bear

éxylyvopot be born; be by birth
~genus

éAevOepio freedom

gAev0epog not enslaved
gAevlzpdm set free

gupeing harmonious

guninto fall into; attack ~petal
gumotéw make inside of ~poet
évoeng inadequate

gvdcia a lack, need

gvdnhog visible, manifest

Evept be in ~ion

€vioL some

€vimvLog seen in dreams
gEapxéw be enough; be satisfied
gEehabvew drive out, exile ~elastic
é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
gntheino fail, not work ~eclipse
gmuyetpéwm do, try, attack ~chiral
£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
€oTiaw give a feast

gtolpog ready; fulfilled

ebdw sleep, lie down, rest
Lot -ewg (f) search, inquiry
NBé&w be young ~Hebe

noovy pleasure

M00og fibcoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
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~ethos

Mxtotog least; above all

fiuepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

novydlw be quiet, rest

OnpLwong savage, wild

06pvBog noise, clamor

xo00pdg clean, pure

#0003 lie down

xoA\wTiopds showing off;
ornamentation

®oTvog smoke

xopéiw put to sleep; (pass) lie
down, have sex

%x0AGgw punish

Auméw (D) annoy, distress
poxaprog blessed

©édy strong drink, drunkenness
redioTque change, substitute;
withdraw; change sides; (mid) send
away ~vstation

reotog full

petaBaive change the subject
~basis

prétotog medium, moderate
pnovéopot build, contrive
~mechanism

wicog -eoc (n, 3) hate

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
oixet6w adopt, adapt

oxvéw shrink from, hesitate; worry
6ot to which place

6péyw hold out, offer, thrust ~reach
od®0DY not so?; and so

0YANE6g troublesome

g BPewg () sight, view
~thanatopsis

modk childish play
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Tovtdroaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tovteg complete, absolute
TopoPondiém come to aid
Topavopog lawless, unlawful
matpwrog of the father(s), ancestral
~paternal

ratp®dog of the father(s), ancestral
TxPOg sharp, bitter ~picric
mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
TPOGTATYG -0 (m, 1) leader,
protector

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxtpTdo frolic

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
ovyylyvouot associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

ouYYwEEw accede, concede
ovprive (1) drink together
ovumétng drinking companion,
buddy

oVvvoro meditation; worry
cEEwy sensible, prudent ~frenzy
TOTTw beat, smite ~stupid
TLPAYVLXOG tyrranical

Topavvig -dog (f) tyranny
THpovVvog tyrant

UBotLg -cwg (f) pride, insolence,
outrage

vTOTTEPOG winged

@ovtdlw make visible; imagine
@Votg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
XONUoTLeTLXOG profitable
®oadTwg in the same way
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he said, there are sacred treasures in the city, he will confiscate and spend
them; and in so far as the fortunes of attainted persons may suffice, he will
be able to diminish the taxes which he would otherwise have to impose upon
the people.

And when these fail?

Why, clearly, he said, then he and his boon companions, whether male or
female, will be maintained out of his father’s estate.

You mean to say that the people, from whom he has derived his being, will
maintain him and his companions?

Yes, he said; they cannot help themselves.

But what if the people fly into a passion, and aver that a grown-up son ought
not to be supported by his father, but that the father should be supported
by the son? The father did not bring him into being, or settle him in life,
in order that when his son became a man he should himself be the servant
of his own servants and should support him and his rabble of slaves and
companions; but that his son should protect him, and that by his help he
might be emancipated from the government of the rich and aristocratic, as
they are termed. And so he bids him and his companions depart, just as any
other father might drive out of the house a riotous son and his undesirable
associates.

By heaven, he said, then the parent will discover what a monster he has been
fostering in his bosom; and, when he wants to drive him out, he will find
that he is weak and his son strong.

Why, you do not mean to say that the tyrant will use violence? What! beat
his father if he opposes him?

Yes, he will, having first disarmed him.

Then he is a parricide, and a cruel guardian of an aged parent; and this is
real tyranny, about which there can be no longer a mistake: as the saying is,
the people who would escape the smoke which is the slavery of freemen, has
fallen into the fire which is the tyranny of slaves. Thus liberty, getting out of
all order and reason, passes into the harshest and bitterest form of slavery.

True, he said.

Very well; and may we not rightly say that we have sufficiently discussed
the nature of tyranny, and the manner of the transition from democracy to
tyranny?
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Yes, quite enough, he said.

9

Last of all comes the tyrannical man; about whom we have once more to ask,
how is he formed out of the democratical? and how does he live, in happiness
or in misery?

Yes, he said, he is the only one remaining.
There is, however, I said, a previous question which remains unanswered.
What question?

I do not think that we have adequately determined the nature and number
of the appetites, and until this is accomplished the enquiry will always be
confused.

Well, he said, it is not too late to supply the omission.

Very true, I said; and observe the point which I want to understand: Certain
of the unnecessary pleasures and appetites I conceive to be unlawful; every
one appears to have them, but in some persons they are controlled by the
laws and by reason, and the better desires prevail over them — either they are
wholly banished or they become few and weak; while in the case of others
they are stronger, and there are more of them.

Which appetites do you mean?

I mean those which are awake when the reasoning and human and ruling
power is asleep; then the wild beast within us, gorged with meat or drink,
starts up and having shaken off sleep, goes forth to satisfy his desires; and
there is no conceivable folly or crime—not excepting incest or any other
unnatural union, or parricide, or the eating of forbidden food —which at
such a time, when he has parted company with all shame and sense, a man
may not be ready to commit.

Most true, he said.

But when a man’s pulse is healthy and temperate, and when before going to
sleep he has awakened his rational powers, and fed them on noble thoughts
and enquiries, collecting himself in meditation; after having first indulged his
appetites neither too much nor too little, but just enough to lay them to sleep,
and prevent them and their enjoyments and pains from interfering with the
higher principle —which he leaves in the solitude of pure abstraction, free to
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contemplate and aspire to the knowledge of the unknown, whether in past,
present, or future: when again he has allayed the passionate element, if he
has a quarrel against any one—1I say, when, after pacitying the two irrational
principles, he rouses up the third, which is reason, before he takes his rest,
then, as you know, he attains truth most nearly, and is least likely to be the
sport of fantastic and lawless visions.

I quite agree.

In saying this I have been running into a digression; but the point which I
desire to note is that in all of us, even in good men, there is a lawless wild-
beast nature, which peers out in sleep. Pray, consider whether I am right,
and you agree with me.

Yes, I agree.

And now remember the character which we attributed to the democratic
man. He was supposed from his youth upwards to have been trained
under a miserly parent, who encouraged the saving appetites in him,
but discountenanced the unnecessary, which aim only at amusement and
ornament?

True.

And then he got into the company of a more refined, licentious sort of people,
and taking to all their wanton ways rushed into the opposite extreme from
an abhorrence of his father’s meanness. At last, being a better man than
his corruptors, he was drawn in both directions until he halted midway
and led a life, not of vulgar and slavish passion, but of what he deemed
moderate indulgence in various pleasures. After this manner the democrat
was generated out of the oligarch?

Yes, he said; that was our view of him, and is so still.

And now, [ said, years will have passed away, and you must conceive this
man, such as he is, to have a son, who is brought up in his father’s principles.

I can imagine him.

Then you must further imagine the same thing to happen to the son which
has already happened to the father: —he is drawn into a perfectly lawless life,
which by his seducers is termed perfect liberty; and his father and friends
take part with his moderate desires, and the opposite party assist the opposite
ones. As soon as these dire magicians and tyrant-makers find that they are
losing their hold on him, they contrive to implant in him a master passion,
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to be lord over his idle and spendthrift lusts—a sort of monstrous winged
drone —that is the only image which will adequately describe him.

Yes, he said,
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vocabulary

aioypog shameful

axptPig () exact

&vayxain of necessity, by force
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
avodioxw (oa) consume, spend on
GvoAdw (o) consume, spend on
avopyio lawlessness

&votiOnue consecrate, lay on,
impute; (mp) reproach
av3pamodilw enslave

évetpt go up, inland, to, back ~ion
avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
avota folly

é&vop.io lawlessness

&vtéyw hold up as protection
against ~ischemia

amatdow to lie, trick ~apatosaurus
GTovEpw portion out

&po interrogative pcl

apTlw carry off, seize ~harpoon
é&oyotog ancient, from the beginning
~oligarch

dte as if; since

dwpog untimely; at the wrong time;
pendulous ~aorta

Btélw use force on, violate

Braw use force against, overcome
Bodw shout

BouBéw clash, clatter

Bodpo -tog (n, 3) food; hole eaten
in something ~voracious

Yépo be full of

yovedg -og (m) parent

Yoodg old woman ~geriatric
doupévlog voc: you crazy guy
otaepbvtwg differently
00pVQOoPEw be bodyguard
00pVPOPO0g spear-brearing
dovlcia slavery

doVAetLog of a slave

0pbw do, accomplish
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3wP0d0xEw take bribes

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gAevlzpdm set free

éumotéw make inside of ~poet
€voidwut hand over, lend, show,
allow

gvdolev from within

EEwOev from outside

gowxotwg like; fairly

€opt1 holiday, feast

gndyw drive game; induce belief
~demagogue

gmatoydvopot be ashamed of
gmtylyvopon succeed, come after
~genus

é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
gmxovpéw fight in another’s cause
~cereal

é¢mheinto fail, not work ~eclipse
¢mtidevpa -tog (n, 3) habit,
business, custom

émutpénw entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

gmuyetpén do, try, attack ~chiral
£pwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
€0WTIXGg amorous

Eoyotog farthest, last

épamntw fasten upon ~haptic
noovy pleasure

novyia peace and quiet

0deta plentiful ~thallium
0appéw be of good heart
Oawvpdorog wonderful

06pvBog noise, clamor

Oupiopa -tog (Dao, n, 3) incense
toyVg -og (f) strength; body of troops
{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
xafoipw clean

*oTo30VAGW enslave

xévtpov goading rod?

¥AémTw steal
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%x0AéCw punish

®®og party, celebration
poaivopon be berserk ~maenad
poxdptog blessed

povio madness, passion
pefdoxw (mp) get drunk
®ebbw be soaked, drunk ~mead
névopyog monarch

popov oil, perfume

©wope (D) weep

vOxTtwe by night

00VvY pain, emotional anguish
~anodyne

oixelg -og (m) house servant
~economics

oloTpaw sting; go crazy

outAio (it) intercourse, company
6vop -tog (n) dream

00x0DY not so?; and so

obola property; essence

o late, in evening ~epitaph
mailw play ~pediatrician
ToxTOw fasten, close

maAat long ago ~paleo

TN wrestling ~Pallas

méAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovTeAg complete, absolute
Tévtwg by all means

ToteLog of the father(s), ancestral
~paternal

mote@og of the father(s), ancestral
myvope (D) stick, set, build ~fang
TANY"M a hit ~plectrum

7600g longing, regret ~bid
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mpeofBiTng -ov (D, m, 1) old person
npdécodog (f) approach, procession;
a rent

mpootatyg -ou (m, 1) leader,
protector

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

opfivog -ouvg (n, 3) swarm
6TEQPOVOG ring

cuxo@ovtéw (D) harass, quibble,
blackmail

6UAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
ovvérmopat go along with ~sequel
ouvEyw keep together, constrain
cuvoveia society, sex

6(0dp0g vehement

6WEPOVEW be sane, moderate

6w @PEOocvYY discretion, moderation
Totyog wall of a house

TLPOVVLXOG tyrranical

TOpavvog tyrant

bmap -tog (n) reality

bmeixw yield, withdraw ~victor
@ceidopot spare, not use/harm
~aphid

@povro -tog (n, 3) mind, spirit
@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xoMoTog useful; brave, worthy
®dig -vog () pain

®0<w push

wpoatog ripe; young adult
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that is the only adequate image of him.

And when his other lusts, amid clouds of incense and perfumes and garlands
and wines, and all the pleasures of a dissolute life, now let loose, come buzzing
around him, nourishing to the utmost the sting of desire which they implant
in his drone-like nature, then at last this lord of the soul, having Madness
for the captain of his guard, breaks out into a frenzy: and if he finds in
himself any good opinions or appetites in process of formation, and there is
in him any sense of shame remaining, to these better principles he puts an
end, and casts them forth until he has purged away temperance and brought
in madness to the full.

Yes, he said, that is the way in which the tyrannical man is generated.
And is not this the reason why of old love has been called a tyrant?

I should not wonder.

Further, I said, has not a drunken man also the spirit of a tyrant?

He has.

And you know that a man who is deranged and not right in his mind, will
fancy that he is able to rule, not only over men, but also over the gods?

That he will.

And the tyrannical man in the true sense of the word comes into being when,
either under the influence of nature, or habit, or both, he becomes drunken,
lustful, passionate? O my friend, is not that so?

Assuredly.
Such is the man and such is his origin. And next, how does he live?
Suppose, as people facetiously say, you were to tell me.

I imagine, I said, at the next step in his progress, that there will be feasts and
carousals and revellings and courtezans, and all that sort of thing; Love is the
lord of the house within him, and orders all the concerns of his soul.

That is certain.

Yes; and every day and every night desires grow up many and formidable,
and their demands are many.

They are indeed, he said.

His revenues, if he has any, are soon spent.
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True.
Then comes debt and the cutting down of his property.
Of course.

When he has nothing left, must not his desires, crowding in the nest like
young ravens, be crying aloud for food; and he, goaded on by them, and
especially by love himself, who is in a manner the captain of them, is in
a frenzy, and would fain discover whom he can defraud or despoil of his
property, in order that he may gratify them?

Yes, that is sure to be the case.

He must have money, no matter how, if he is to escape horrid pains and
pangs.

He must.

And as in himself there was a succession of pleasures, and the new got the
better of the old and took away their rights, so he being younger will claim to
have more than his father and his mother, and if he has spent his own share
of the property, he will take a slice of theirs.

No doubt he will.

And if his parents will not give way, then he will try first of all to cheat and
deceive them.

Very true.
And if he fails, then he will use force and plunder them.
Yes, probably.

And if the old man and woman fight for their own, what then, my friend?
Will the creature feel any compunction at tyrannizing over them?

Nay, he said, I should not feel at all comfortable about his parents.

But, O heavens! Adeimantus, on account of some new-fangled love of a
harlot, who is anything but a necessary connection, can you believe that he
would strike the mother who is his ancient friend and necessary to his very
existence, and would place her under the authority of the other, when she is
brought under the same roof with her; or that, under like circumstances, he
would do the same to his withered old father, first and most indispensable of
friends, for the sake of some newly-found blooming youth who is the reverse
of indispensable?
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Yes, indeed, he said; I believe that he would.
Truly, then, I said, a tyrannical son is a blessing to his father and mother.
He is indeed, he replied.

He first takes their property, and when that fails, and pleasures are beginning
to swarm in the hive of his soul, then he breaks into a house, or steals
the garments of some nightly wayfarer; next he proceeds to clear a temple.
Meanwhile the old opinions which he had when a child, and which gave
judgment about good and evil, are overthrown by those others which have
just been emancipated, and are now the body-guard of love and share his
empire. These in his democratic days, when he was still subject to the laws
and to his father, were only let loose in the dreams of sleep. But now that
he is under the dominion of love, he becomes always and in waking reality
what he was then very rarely and in a dream only; he will commit the foulest
murder, or eat forbidden food, or be guilty of any other horrid act. Love is his
tyrant, and lives lordly in him and lawlessly, and being himself a king, leads
him on, as a tyrant leads a State, to the performance of any reckless deed by
which he can maintain himself and the rabble of his associates, whether those
whom evil communications have brought in from without, or those whom he
himself has allowed to break loose within him by reason of a similar evil
nature in himself. Have we not here a picture of his way of life?

Yes, indeed, he said.

And if there are only a few of them in the State, and the rest of the people
are well disposed, they go away and become the body-guard or mercenary
soldiers of some other tyrant who may probably want them for a war; and
if there is no war, they stay at home and do many little pieces of mischief in
the city.

What sort of mischief?

For example, they are the thieves, burglars, cut-purses, foot-pads, robbers of
temples, man-stealers of the community; or if they are able to speak they turn
informers, and bear false witness, and take bribes.

A small catalogue of evils, even if the perpetrators of them are few in number.

Yes, I said; but small and great are comparative terms, and all these things,
in the misery and evil which they inflict upon a State, do not come within a
thousand miles of the tyrant; when this noxious class and their followers grow
numerous and become conscious of their strength, assisted by the infatuation
of the people, they choose from among themselves the one who has most of
the tyrant in his own soul, and him they create their tyrant.
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Yes, he said, and he will be the most fit to be a tyrant.

If the people yield, well and good; but if they resist him, as he began by
beating his own father and mother, so now, if
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vocabulary

dyevoTog not tasting

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&€0ALog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete
&0pcw observe, gaze

&0poo¢ noiseless

&Bpdog grouped

GAAOTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

dmtoTog not trusting, not
trustworthy ~stand

dmAnorog insatiable, greedy
amo@aivew display, declare
&pety goodness, excellence
&ripog (1) without honor
BaotAcdw be king

Btaew use force against, overcome
Blog life ~biology

Bu6g bow, bow-string

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yéuow be full of

Yobv at least then

Yupvdg naked, unarmed
deomotng -ov (m, 1) master, despot
ofjAog visible, conspicuous
onuoctog public, the state
dnpotixég common, popular,
democratic

d1mov perhaps; is it not so?
Stadéyopon be next, succeed
~doctrine

dtavola a thought; intelligence
dtampdoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

oLépyopan pierce, traverse
ouxotoovy) justice

oLopaw see clearly, distinguish
dovlcia slavery

dobAstog of a slave

dovAsVw serve, be a slave
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300AY slave-woman

elmep if indeed

Exdrtepog each of two

éxmAoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

ghsvlepio freedom

éAe0zpog not enslaved

€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape

€vobdw go into, put on

Evetpt be in ~ion

gEayyéMw bring news out ~angel
EEwOev from outside

gmieni|g fitting ~icon

émtBopio (D) desire, thing desired
Eoopat ask a question, ask about, go
searching through

¢pwTaw ask about something
gtolpog ready; fulfilled
ebdatpovia prosperity

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

M0og fibeoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

xtotog least; above all

Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

0pfjvog dirge ~threnody

Opfivug footstool, gangway ~throne
{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xafdamep exactly as

»otodVw enter, sink

®0A&ge punish

Lavixog crazy

preotog full

oixetog household, familiar, proper
oixet6w adopt, adapt

ototpog gadfly; an urge

opotétyg -tog (f, 3) resemblance
onoloyEw agree with/to

6vap -tog (n) dream

omdrtepog which of two, either of two
60006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
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~orthogonal

0006w stand up

003apdg not anyone

00JETOoTE never

ob®0DY not so?; and so
méOnuo -tog (n, 3) suffering,
condition

maAat long ago ~paleo

TGAY wrestling ~Pallas

méAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TovTamoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

Tapoyiyvopot be beside, attend
~genus

TEVLYPOG poor ~osteopenia
wévop.at be busy, work at
~osteopenia

moltog what kind

TPaEL -cwg () result, business
~practice

TpoxaAéw challenge, call out ~gallo
TPOoTOLEW give over to; pretend
~poet

oxev1] equipment

oxomthw watch, observe
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oxoméw behold, consider

obveLpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

ouvoxéw live together

o@4édpa very much

oxfipa -tog (n, 3) form, figure
oymuotile pose, form, dress

TGELg -cwg (f) arrangement, military
unit

Topoyy upsetness, confusion
toivuy well, then

ToL606d¢e such

TVPOVYED® be an absolute ruler
TLPOVVLXOG tyrranical

Topavvig -dog (f) tyranny
TOPAYVOG tyrant

bmop -tog (n) reality

OTTNEETED serve

vToTiTTe cower under ~petal
@ilog friendly

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
®ooVTLS in the same way
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he has the power, he beats them, and will keep his dear old fatherland or
motherland, as the Cretans say, in subjection to his young retainers whom he
has introduced to be their rulers and masters. This is the end of his passions
and desires.

Exactly.

When such men are only private individuals and before they get power, this
is their character; they associate entirely with their own flatterers or ready
tools; or if they want anything from anybody, they in their turn are equally
ready to bow down before them: they profess every sort of affection for them;
but when they have gained their point they know them no more.

Yes, truly.

They are always either the masters or servants and never the friends of
anybody; the tyrant never tastes of true freedom or friendship.

Certainly not.

And may we not rightly call such men treacherous?

No question.

Also they are utterly unjust, if we were right in our notion of justice?
Yes, he said, and we were perfectly right.

Let us then sum up in a word, I said, the character of the worst man: he is
the waking reality of what we dreamed.

Most true.

And this is he who being by nature most of a tyrant bears rule, and the longer
he lives the more of a tyrant he becomes.

That is certain, said Glaucon, taking his turn to answer.

And will not he who has been shown to be the wickedest, be also the most
miserable? and he who has tyrannized longest and most, most continually
and truly miserable; although this may not be the opinion of men in general?

Yes, he said, inevitably.

And must not the tyrannical man be like the tyrannical State, and the
democratical man like the democratical State; and the same of the others?

Certainly.

And as State is to State in virtue and happiness, so is man in relation to man?
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To be sure.

Then comparing our original city, which was under a king, and the city which
is under a tyrant, how do they stand as to virtue?

They are the opposite extremes, he said, for one is the very best and the other
is the very worst.

There can be no mistake, I said, as to which is which, and therefore I will
at once enquire whether you would arrive at a similar decision about their
relative happiness and misery. And here we must not allow ourselves to be
panic-stricken at the apparition of the tyrant, who is only a unit and may
perhaps have a few retainers about him; but let us go as we ought into every
corner of the city and look all about, and then we will give our opinion.

A fair invitation, he replied; and I see, as every one must, that a tyranny is
the wretchedest form of government, and the rule of a king the happiest.

And in estimating the men too, may I not fairly make a like request, that
I should have a judge whose mind can enter into and see through human
nature? he must not be like a child who looks at the outside and is dazzled
at the pompous aspect which the tyrannical nature assumes to the beholder,
but let him be one who has a clear insight. May I suppose that the judgment
is given in the hearing of us all by one who is able to judge, and has dwelt in
the same place with him, and been present at his dally life and known him
in his family relations, where he may be seen stripped of his tragedy attire,
and again in the hour of public danger — he shall tell us about the happiness
and misery of the tyrant when compared with other men?

That again, he said, is a very fair proposal.

Shall T assume that we ourselves are able and experienced judges and have
before now met with such a person? We shall then have some one who will
answer our enquiries.

By all means.

Let me ask you not to forget the parallel of the individual and the State;
bearing this in mind, and glancing in turn from one to the other of them, will
you tell me their respective conditions?

What do you mean? he asked.

Beginning with the State, I replied, would you say that a city which is
governed by a tyrant is free or enslaved?

No city, he said, can be more completely enslaved.
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And yet, as you see, there are freemen as well as masters in such a State?

Yes, he said, I see that there are—a few; but the people, speaking generally,
and the best of them are miserably degraded and enslaved.

Then if the man is like the State, I said, must not the same rule prevail? his
soul is full of meanness and vulgarity — the best elements in him are enslaved;
and there is a small ruling part, which is also the worst and maddest.

Inevitably.

And would you say that the soul of such an one is the soul of a freeman, or
of a slave?

He has the soul of a slave, in my opinion.

And the State which is enslaved under a tyrant is utterly incapable of acting
voluntarily?

Utterly incapable.

And also the soul which is under a tyrant (I am speaking of the soul taken
as a whole) is least capable of doing what she desires; there is a gadfly which
goads her, and she is full of trouble and remorse?

Certainly.

And is the city which is under a tyrant rich or poor?

Poor.

And the tyrannical soul must be always poor and insatiable?
True.

And must not such a State and such a man be always full of fear?
Yes, indeed.

Is there any State in which you will find more of lamentation and sorrow and
groaning and pain?

Certainly not.

And is there any man in whom you will find more
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aywvilopat contend, exert oneself
Gdevg (@) fearless ~Deimos
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
G€0Atov &bAov prize

&€OALog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

aitiog blameworthy; the cause
~etiology

avoyxage force, compel
avoelpw pick up, raise ~aorta
avopaive reveal, shine
~phenomenon

&vdpamodov ¢ slave ~androgynous
Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
é&vdotog unholy

&vTAéyw contradict, oppose
dmtoTog not trusting, not
trustworthy ~stand

amoPAémw stare at, adore
amédetELs -cwg (f) acceptance; (Ion)
showing

&modnuéw be absent, abroad
aromipmAnue satisfy, fulfill, appease
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Gpeti goodness, excellence
BaotAedw be king

BaotAxog royal

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

yeirwv -ovog (f) neighbor

Yépo be full of

desopmTipLov prison

otayw lead through; pass a time
~demagogue

dtébeoig -cwc (f) artistic
composition; bodily condition
diépyopan pierce, traverse
dovleia slavery
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JdoVAeLog of a slave

dvoTuxéw be unlucky

dvortuyng unlucky

elmep if indeed

éxmopilw provide; invent
g€Ae00=pog not enslaved
éAevlzpom set free

€vvoéw consider

gEetut go forth; is possible ~ion
€Efjg in turn

gmideng in need of

émBopio (D) desire, thing desired
éniotapot know how, understand
~station

gmuyetpém do, try, attack ~chiral
éonuio wilderness, solitude

gowg -tog (M) love, desire ~erotic
Eoyortog farthest, last

ebdatpovia prosperity

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

épiotnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

Ozdopan look at, behold, consider
~theater

Ocpbmwy -ovtog (m, 3) helper,
henchman, servant ~therapy
OswpEéwm be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

Owmedw flatter, coax

idudTng -ov (m, 1) private; a layman
{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
xo0dmep exactly as

xépvo toil, be tired, acquire by toil;
be troubled; be sick

®oPTOw bear fruit; harvest it
xotaftow pass one’s life
®oTadVW enter, sink

xotoxilm colonize

%®7jpvE -xo¢ (m) henchman,
functionary

xoutd care, tending, providing for
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xptolg -ewc (f) decision, issue
»pttig -0d (m, 1) judge

xThopot acquire, possess

»®VOxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

Alyvog gluttonous

poivopor be berserk ~maenad
reotog full

woeBo6w rent out; (pass) be hired
voi yea

03uVaw cause pain

0600vY pain, emotional anguish
~anodyne

oixétng -ov (m, 1) household; house
slave

0160606 as many as, how many, how
great

6mov where

00p00¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

00060 stand up

ob®0DY not so?; and so

o7 no longer

oboio property; essence

méafog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

TovTadTaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TovTeAg complete, absolute
coavrtodorig of every kind, manifold
Tovtodonog of every kind, manifold
mévyg -tog (m) poor

mAfong full, complete; (+gen) full of
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~plethora

TAnoiog near, neighboring
TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat

molog what kind

moAttedw (1) be a free citizen
TPoepéw say beforehand

TPOAéYw prophecy, proclaim;
preselect ~legion

TPOooopoLog almost like

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

Texpoaipopot conclude, declare from
evidence

Tpwpén (1) (+dat) take vengeance,
punish; aid one who has been
attacked

Tipwpio (L) vengeance, punishment
TuPoVVED® be an absolute ruler
TVPOVVLXOG tyrranical

TOPAYVOG tyrant

Toy fortune, act of a god
bmoyvéopo promise, agree to do
~ischemia

@0Bovepdg jealous

@0ovéw envy

PPOoVPEw keep watch

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
X000g dance; chorus ~terpsichorean
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of this sort of misery than in the tyrannical man, who is in a fury of passions
and desires?

Impossible.

Reflecting upon these and similar evils, you held the tyrannical State to be the
most miserable of States?

And I was right, he said.

Certainly, I said. And when you see the same evils in the tyrannical man,
what do you say of him?

I say that he is by far the most miserable of all men.

There, I said, I think that you are beginning to go wrong.

What do you mean?

I do not think that he has as yet reached the utmost extreme of misery.
Then who is more miserable?

One of whom I am about to speak.

Who is that?

He who is of a tyrannical nature, and instead of leading a private life has
been cursed with the further misfortune of being a public tyrant.

From what has been said, I gather that you are right.

Yes, I replied, but in this high argument you should be a little more certain,
and should not conjecture only; for of all questions, this respecting good and
evil is the greatest.

Very true, he said.

Let me then offer you an illustration, which may, I think, throw a light upon
this subject.

What is your illustration?

The case of rich individuals in cities who possess many slaves: from them
you may form an idea of the tyrant’s condition, for they both have slaves;
the only difference is that he has more slaves.

Yes, that is the difference.
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You know that they live securely and have nothing to apprehend from their
servants?

What should they fear?
Nothing. But do you observe the reason of this?

Yes; the reason is, that the whole city is leagued together for the protection
of each individual.

Very true, I said. But imagine one of these owners, the master say of some
fifty slaves, together with his family and property and slaves, carried off by
a god into the wilderness, where there are no freemen to help him —will he
not be in an agony of fear lest he and his wife and children should be put to
death by his slaves?

Yes, he said, he will be in the utmost fear.

The time has arrived when he will be compelled to flatter divers of his slaves,
and make many promises to them of freedom and other things, much against
his will—he will have to cajole his own servants.

Yes, he said, that will be the only way of saving himself.

And suppose the same god, who carried him away, to surround him with
neighbours who will not suffer one man to be the master of another, and
who, if they could catch the offender, would take his life?

His case will be still worse, if you suppose him to be everywhere surrounded
and watched by enemies.

And is not this the sort of prison in which the tyrant will be bound —he who
being by nature such as we have described, is full of all sorts of fears and
lusts? His soul is dainty and greedy, and yet alone, of all men in the city, he
is never allowed to go on a journey, or to see the things which other freemen
desire to see, but he lives in his hole like a woman hidden in the house, and
is jealous of any other citizen who goes into foreign parts and sees anything
of interest.

Very true, he said.

And amid evils such as these will not he who is ill-governed in his own
person—the tyrannical man, I mean—whom you just now decided to be
the most miserable of all—will not he be yet more miserable when, instead
of leading a private life, he is constrained by fortune to be a public tyrant?
He has to be master of others when he is not master of himself: he is like a
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diseased or paralytic man who is compelled to pass his life, not in retirement,
but fighting and combating with other men.

Yes, he said, the similitude is most exact.

Is not his case utterly miserable? and does not the actual tyrant lead a worse
life than he whose life you determined to be the worst?

Certainly.

He who is the real tyrant, whatever men may think, is the real slave, and is
obliged to practise the greatest adulation and servility, and to be the flatterer
of the vilest of mankind. He has desires which he is utterly unable to satisty,
and has more wants than any one, and is truly poor, if you know how to
inspect the whole soul of him: all his life long he is beset with fear and is full
of convulsions and distractions, even as the State which he resembles: and
surely the resemblance holds?

Very true, he said.

Moreover, as we were saying before, he grows worse from having power: he
becomes and is of necessity more jealous, more faithless, more unjust, more
friendless, more impious, than he was at first; he is the purveyor and cherisher
of every sort of vice, and the consequence is that he is supremely miserable,
and that he makes everybody else as miserable as himself.

No man of any sense will dispute your words.

Come then, I said, and as the general umpire in theatrical contests proclaims
the result, do you also decide who in your opinion is first in the scale of
happiness, and who second, and in what order the others follow: there are
five of them in all — they are the royal, timocratical, oligarchical, democratical,
tyrannical.

The decision will be easily given, he replied; they shall be choruses coming
on the stage, and I must judge them in the order in which they enter, by the
criterion of virtue and vice, happiness and misery.

Need we hire a herald, or shall I announce, that the son of Ariston [the best]
has decided that the best and justest is also the happiest, and that this is he
who is the most royal man and king over himself; and that the worst and
most unjust man is also the most miserable, and that this is he who being the
greatest tyrant of himself is also the greatest tyrant of his State?

Make the proclamation yourself, he said.

And shall I add, ‘whether seen or unseen by gods and men’?
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Let the words be added.

Then this, I said, will be our first proof; and there is another, which may also
have some weight.

What is that?

The second proof is derived from the nature of the soul: seeing
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vocabulary

&dVvatog unable; impossible
ailoypdg shameful

axdérovlog following, attending
&Avmog (D) painless

apeivey comparative of dyofdg,
noble

auoioBnrée dispute

&vayxain of necessity, by force
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
&vdpeia courage

&vdpeiog of a man, manly
AVEPWTAL question

dmetpog untested; infinite
ano6detErg -ewg (f) acceptance; (Ion)
showing

amoteAéw accomplish, produce
Gpo interrogative pcl

&pYbpLov small coin

a@podiotog sexual

Blog life ~biology

YeVw taste ~gusto

YAvxdg sweet, pleasant ~glycerine
Yobv at least then

dfAog visible, conspicuous

OMA6w show, disclose

otopéw divide, distinguish,
distribute

£dwo1 food ~eat

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

gupmeing harmonious

éumetpio experience, trial and error
Eumelpog experienced
gEepydlopoat accomplish; undo
gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
é¢mtBupia (D) desire, thing desired
gmovopalm to name

c0doxtpém be esteemed

noovy pleasure

700G sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
®totog least; above all
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fupdew (D) anger

ioxvpedg (D) strong, forceful, violent
xotvog smoke

xepdaivw profit, take advantage
%#épdog -oug (n, 3) advantage,
cunning

xe@aAotog main point; chief
xoutdv care, tending, providing for
xpuTipLov criterion; tribunal
pédnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

pérog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
réAw concern, interest, be one’s
responsibility

vai yea

vixn (1) victory ~Nike

67y wherever, however

omortepog which of two, either of two
épyavov tool; body organ

6006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00%0DY not so?; and so

TAovotog wealth ~plutocrat
TAoDTOog wealth ~plutocrat

molog what kind

7ootg -oc (m) (m) husband, master;
(f) a drink ~potent

Tmétepog which, whichever of two
npoBupéopar (D) be eager
TpooayopeVw address, call by name
Tpocw forward, in the future; far
oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider

60@0g skilled, clever, wise
6Q0dporrg -tog (f, 3) vehemence,
violence

Telvw stretch, tend ~tense

T (1) honor, exalt

TPL6060g threefold

Touyd} in thirds; triply

umoxepat lie under; be assumed;
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allow, submit

@tAia friendship ~philanthropy
@iAog friendly

@LAoxcpdéw be greedy
@Liopabing knowledge-loving
@LA6600Q0g wisdom-loving
@Avopia nonsense

@opTixdg for carrying; burdensome
@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

XONUoTLeTLXOg profitable

(éyw blame, censure

®oaVTKG in the same way
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that the individual soul, like the State, has been divided by us into three
principles, the division may, I think, furnish a new demonstration.

Of what nature?

It seems to me that to these three principles three pleasures correspond; also
three desires and governing powers.

How do you mean? he said.

There is one principle with which, as we were saying, a man learns, another
with which he is angry; the third, having many forms, has no special name,
but is denoted by the general term appetitive, from the extraordinary strength
and vehemence of the desires of eating and drinking and the other sensual
appetites which are the main elements of it; also money-loving, because such
desires are generally satisfied by the help of money.

That is true, he said.

If we were to say that the loves and pleasures of this third part were concerned
with gain, we should then be able to fall back on a single notion; and might
truly and intelligibly describe this part of the soul as loving gain or money.

I agree with you.

Again, is not the passionate element wholly set on ruling and conquering and
getting fame?

True.
Suppose we call it the contentious or ambitious— would the term be suitable?
Extremely suitable.

On the other hand, every one sees that the principle of knowledge is wholly
directed to the truth, and cares less than either of the others for gain or fame.

Far less.

‘Lover of wisdom,” ‘lover of knowledge,” are titles which we may fitly apply
to that part of the soul?

Certainly.

One principle prevails in the souls of one class of men, another in others, as
may happen?

Yes.
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Then we may begin by assuming that there are three classes of men —lovers
of wisdom, lovers of honour, lovers of gain?

Exactly.
And there are three kinds of pleasure, which are their several objects?
Very true.

Now, if you examine the three classes of men, and ask of them in turn which of
their lives is pleasantest, each will be found praising his own and depreciating
that of others: the money-maker will contrast the vanity of honour or of
learning if they bring no money with the solid advantages of gold and silver?

True, he said.

And the lover of honour — what will be his opinion? Will he not think that
the pleasure of riches is vulgar, while the pleasure of learning, if it brings no
distinction, is all smoke and nonsense to him?

Very true.

And are we to suppose, I said, that the philosopher sets any value on other
pleasures in comparison with the pleasure of knowing the truth, and in that
pursuit abiding, ever learning, not so far indeed from the heaven of pleasure?
Does he not call the other pleasures necessary, under the idea that if there
were no necessity for them, he would rather not have them?

There can be no doubt of that, he replied.

Since, then, the pleasures of each class and the life of each are in dispute, and
the question is not which life is more or less honourable, or better or worse,
but which is the more pleasant or painless—how shall we know who speaks
truly?

I cannot myself tell, he said.

Well, but what ought to be the criterion? Is any better than experience and
wisdom and reason?

There cannot be a better, he said.

Then, I said, reflect. Of the three individuals, which has the greatest
experience of all the pleasures which we enumerated? Has the lover of gain,
in learning the nature of essential truth, greater experience of the pleasure of
knowledge than the philosopher has of the pleasure of gain?
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The philosopher, he replied, has greatly the advantage; for he has of necessity
always known the taste of the other pleasures from his childhood upwards:
but the lover of gain in all his experience has not of necessity tasted —or,
I should rather say, even had he desired, could hardly have tasted —the
sweetness of learning and knowing truth.

Then the lover of wisdom has a great advantage over the lover of gain, for
he has a double experience?

Yes, very great.

Again, has he greater experience of the pleasures of honour, or the lover of
honour of the pleasures of wisdom?

Nay, he said, all three are honoured in proportion as they attain their object;
for the rich man and the brave man and the wise man alike have their crowd
of admirers, and as they all receive honour they all have experience of the
pleasures of honour; but the delight which is to be found in the knowledge
of true being is known to the philosopher only.

His experience, then, will enable him to judge better than any one?
Far better.

And he is the only one who has wisdom as well as experience?
Certainly.

Further, the very faculty which is the instrument of judgment is not possessed
by the covetous or ambitious man, but only by the philosopher?

What faculty?

Reason, with whom, as we were saying, the decision ought to rest.
Yes.

And reasoning is peculiarly his instrument?

Certainly.

If wealth and gain were the criterion, then the praise or blame of the lover of
gain would surely be the most trustworthy?

Assuredly.

Or if honour or victory or courage, in that case the judgment of the ambitious
or pugnacious would be the
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vocabulary

&yomnrog beloved

&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
&0pEw observe, gaze

&Ayewvog painful

GAYEw suffer ~analgesic

G&AnOwog honest, genuine

&ANoOu elsewhere, abroad
aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

ap@w both ~amphora

G&vitapog (o) troublesome, tiresome
v (&) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

amahloy relief, escape
arallaEelow wish to get rid of
GmoAAGoow free from, remove; be
freed, depart

ot at the same time

&popaw look away, at ~panorama
Blog life ~biology

Yobv at least then

ofjAog visible, conspicuous

dig twice

€YYVg near

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

gumetpio experience, trial and error
Eumelpog experienced

EVoEw consider

gEaipvng suddenly

éEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka
gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
gpwThw ask about something
€@e&ijg in order, in a row

No€wg pleasantly ~hedonism
noov7 pleasure

NOLg sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
novyio peace and quiet

xaitot and yet; and in fact; although
xapvoe toil, be tired, acquire by toil;
be troubled; be sick
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xotoleinto leave behind, abandon
~eclipse

XOTOPO Curse

%xivnotg -ewg (i, £) motion

xpttig -ob (m, 1) judge

Aéw (D) annoy, distress

AOTn distress

Avmnedg (D) painful, causing pain,
sad

uéyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

netoED between

undétepog neither

uynuoved e remember, remind

vai yea

60vvéw cause pain

60sv whence

6000¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

oéopm smell ~osmium, odor
0o0dardg not anyone

00%0DY not so?; and so

ToDAa rest, pause

Toln grass

molog what kind

moAeutxdg warlike, hostile ~polemic
mtéte when?

7od where?

TPOG30oXAL expect

nrépo -tog (n, 3) fall; fallen thing
onuoaive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

60¢0g skilled, clever, wise

o306V near, approximately at
~ischemia

cwTip -oc (m) savior

Telvw stretch, tend ~tense

Toivuy well, then

uYtoivew be healthy

vy sound, profitable ~hygiene
@avrtaospa -tog (n, 3) ghost,
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apparition @botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
@LAdo0@og wisdom-loving ~physics
@Eoviog sensible, prudent @V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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truest?
Clearly.

But since experience and wisdom and reason are the judges— The only
inference possible, he replied, is that pleasures which are approved by the
lover of wisdom and reason are the truest.

And so we arrive at the result, that the pleasure of the intelligent part of the
soul is the pleasantest of the three, and that he of us in whom this is the
ruling principle has the pleasantest life.

Unquestionably, he said, the wise man speaks with authority when he
approves of his own life.

And what does the judge affirm to be the life which is next, and the pleasure
which is next?

Clearly that of the soldier and lover of honour; who is nearer to himself than
the money-maker.

Last comes the lover of gain?
Very true, he said.

Twice in succession, then, has the just man overthrown the unjust in this
conflict; and now comes the third trial, which is dedicated to Olympian Zeus
the saviour: a sage whispers in my ear that no pleasure except that of the
wise is quite true and pure—all others are a shadow only; and surely this
will prove the greatest and most decisive of falls?

Yes, the greatest; but will you explain yourself?

I will work out the subject and you shall answer my questions.
Proceed.

Say, then, is not pleasure opposed to pain?

True.

And there is a neutral state which is neither pleasure nor pain?
There is.

A state which is intermediate, and a sort of repose of the soul about either —
that is what you mean?

Yes.
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You remember what people say when they are sick?
What do they say?

That after all nothing is pleasanter than health. But then they never knew
this to be the greatest of pleasures until they were ill.

Yes, I know, he said.

And when persons are suffering from acute pain, you must have heard them
say that there is nothing pleasanter than to get rid of their pain?

I have.

And there are many other cases of suffering in which the mere rest and
cessation of pain, and not any positive enjoyment, is extolled by them as the
greatest pleasure?

Yes, he said; at the time they are pleased and well content to be at rest.
Again, when pleasure ceases, that sort of rest or cessation will be painful?
Doubitless, he said.

Then the intermediate state of rest will be pleasure and will also be pain?
So it would seem.

But can that which is neither become both?

I should say not.

And both pleasure and pain are motions of the soul, are they not?

Yes.

But that which is neither was just now shown to be rest and not motion, and
in a mean between them?

Yes.

How, then, can we be right in supposing that the absence of pain is pleasure,
or that the absence of pleasure is pain?

Impossible.

This then is an appearance only and not a reality; that is to say, the rest is
pleasure at the moment and in comparison of what is painful, and painful in
comparison of what is pleasant; but all these representations, when tried by
the test of true pleasure, are not real but a sort of imposition?
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That is the inference.

Look at the other class of pleasures which have no antecedent pains and you
will no longer suppose, as you perhaps may at present, that pleasure is only
the cessation of pain, or pain of pleasure.

What are they, he said, and where shall I find them?

There are many of them: take as an example the pleasures of smell, which
are very great and have no antecedent pains; they come in a moment, and
when they depart leave no pain behind them.

Most true, he said.

Let us not, then, be induced to believe that pure pleasure is the cessation of
pain, or pain of pleasure.

No.

Still, the more numerous and violent pleasures which reach the soul through
the body are generally of this sort—they are reliefs of pain.

That is true.

And the anticipations of future pleasures and pains are of a like nature?
Yes.

Shall I give you an illustration of them?

Let me hear.

You would allow, I said, that there is in nature an upper and lower and
middle region?

I should.

And if a person were to go from the lower to the middle region, would he not
imagine that he is going up; and he who is standing in the middle and sees
whence he has come, would imagine that he is already in the upper region,
if he has never seen the true upper world?

To be sure, he said; how can he think otherwise?

But if he were taken back again he would imagine, and truly imagine, that
he was descending?

No doubit.

All that would arise out of his ignorance of the true upper and middle
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vocabulary

dyvota ignorance

&AAOTpLog someone else’s; alien
~alien

&Avmog (D) painless

avofAémtw look up; gain sight, open
one’s eyes

avoyraew force, compel
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
évev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

v (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dmataw to lie, trick ~apatosaurus
dmelpog untested; infinite
dmtoTog not trusting, not
trustworthy ~stand

Gpety goodness, excellence

dre as if; since

&popaw look away, at ~panorama
a&ppoocvvy folly ~frenzy

dppwyv senseless, unthinking
~frenzy

BaotAtxog royal

BéBoawog steadfast; sure

BeBatdw secure, confirm
[BéAtioTog best, noblest

Blog life ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Booxnua fed livestock

Booxw feed, tend ~bovine

Yebw taste ~gusto

OfjAog visible, conspicuous
dtaxetpon be in a condition
dtampdoow travel over, accomplish
~practice

ota thirst ~dipsomania

oupbw be thirsty ~dipsomaniac
etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image

ITOAITEIA 9

~Wwit

elmep if indeed

Exdrtepog each of two

EANGytotog smallest, shortest, fewest
€vvoéw consider

évtixtw bear, create in
gEepyalopot accomplish; undo
éEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka
gEnyéopoun lead forth; set out,
describe ~hegemony

é¢mtBopia (D) desire, thing desired
gmtothu skill, knowledge

Epwg -tog (M) love, desire ~erotic
E0wTLx0g amorous

edwyla partying

Nndovy pleasure

NO0g sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
0appéw be of good heart

0opoiw be of good heart
Ozpamein -ag service, tending
0éotg -cwg (f) putting down;
adoption

0vntog mortal ~euthanasia

{oyw restrain, hold back ~ischemia
*0PTOw bear fruit; harvest it
%xevéw make empty

%xépag -tog (n, 3) horn; military unit
~ceratopsia

xoutdv care, tending, providing for
x6opLog well-behaved

xVOTTe stoop, bend down
AoxtiCo kick

Asuxdg white ~light

Aoytopdg calculation

Auméew (D) annoy, distress

AUTn distress

AuTTnEdg (D) painful, causing pain,
sad

petoropfBéve share in; swap
reTaEd between

petéyw partake of

uéxpt as far as, until
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undEmorte never

voi yea

vixy (1) victory ~Nike

oixelog household, familiar, proper
Ovtwg really

oA hoof

o0J3apdg not anyone

00x0DY not so?; and so

obolo property; essence

oxeV mount, have sex

o0dov piece of cooked meat, relish
TovTeAg complete, absolute
meiva hunger, famine

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
mAovdw lead astray; (mp) wander
~plankton

TAMpwaotg filling, gratification
motdopat fly about ~petal
métepog which, whichever of two
T0TOG potable

TPOGAO%AL expect

TPOGNxw belong to, it beseems
TTDTTOTE Never

otdMpeog of iron ~siderite

oitog grain, bread, food ~parasite

otootdlw revolt, be divided
otnoiyopog leading dancers
oopmog (@) all together

olvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

o@d6dpa very much

6(03p0g vehement

TGELg -cwg (f) arrangement, military
unit

Tpamelo a table ~trapezoid
Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
TLPOWYLXOG tyrranical

TOpOVYOg tyrant

uYUg sound, profitable ~hygiene
urepPaive pass, transgress ~basis
®H6vog malice, envy

rovixia (it) rivalry, competition
QL 660Q0g wisdom-loving
orhotpia (1) ambition

@ooviog sensible, prudent

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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and lower regions?
Yes.

Then can you wonder that persons who are inexperienced in the truth, as
they have wrong ideas about many other things, should also have wrong
ideas about pleasure and pain and the intermediate state; so that when they
are only being drawn towards the painful they feel pain and think the pain
which they experience to be real, and in like manner, when drawn away from
pain to the neutral or intermediate state, they firmly believe that they have
reached the goal of satiety and pleasure; they, not knowing pleasure, err in
contrasting pain with the absence of pain, which is like contrasting black with
grey instead of white—can you wonder, I say, at this?

No, indeed; I should be much more disposed to wonder at the opposite.

Look at the matter thus: — Hunger, thirst, and the like, are inanitions of the
bodily state?

Yes.

And ignorance and folly are inanitions of the soul?

True.

And food and wisdom are the corresponding satisfactions of either?
Certainly.

And is the satisfaction derived from that which has less or from that which
has more existence the truer?

Clearly, from that which has more.

What classes of things have a greater share of pure existence in your
judgment —those of which food and drink and condiments and all kinds
of sustenance are examples, or the class which contains true opinion and
knowledge and mind and all the different kinds of virtue? Put the question
in this way: — Which has a more pure being —that which is concerned with
the invariable, the immortal, and the true, and is of such a nature, and is
found in such natures; or that which is concerned with and found in the
variable and mortal, and is itself variable and mortal?

Far purer, he replied, is the being of that which is concerned with the
invariable.

And does the essence of the invariable partake of knowledge in the same
degree as of essence?
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Yes, of knowledge in the same degree.

And of truth in the same degree?

Yes.

And, conversely, that which has less of truth will also have less of essence?
Necessarily.

Then, in general, those kinds of things which are in the service of the body
have less of truth and essence than those which are in the service of the soul?

Far less.
And has not the body itself less of truth and essence than the soul?
Yes.

What is filled with more real existence, and actually has a more real existence,
is more really filled than that which is filled with less real existence and is
less real?

Of course.

And if there be a pleasure in being filled with that which is according to
nature, that which is more really filled with more real being will more really
and truly enjoy true pleasure; whereas that which participates in less real
being will be less truly and surely satisfied, and will participate in an illusory
and less real pleasure?

Unquestionably.

Those then who know not wisdom and virtue, and are always busy with
gluttony and sensuality, go down and up again as far as the mean; and in
this region they move at random throughout life, but they never pass into the
true upper world; thither they neither look, nor do they ever find their way,
neither are they truly filled with true being, nor do they taste of pure and
abiding pleasure. Like cattle, with their eyes always looking down and their
heads stooping to the earth, that is, to the dining-table, they fatten and feed
and breed, and, in their excessive love of these delights, they kick and butt
at one another with horns and hoofs which are made of iron; and they kill
one another by reason of their insatiable lust. For they fill themselves with
that which is not substantial, and the part of themselves which they fill is also
unsubstantial and incontinent.

Verily, Socrates, said Glaucon, you describe the life of the many like an oracle.
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Their pleasures are mixed with pains—how can they be otherwise? For they
are mere shadows and pictures of the true, and are coloured by contrast,
which exaggerates both light and shade, and so they implant in the minds of
fools insane desires of themselves; and they are fought about as Stesichorus
says that the Greeks fought about the shadow of Helen at Troy in ignorance
of the truth.

Something of that sort must inevitably happen.

And must not the like happen with the spirited or passionate element of the
soul? Will not the passionate man who carries his passion into action, be in
the like case, whether he is envious and ambitious, or violent and contentious,
or angry and discontented, if he be seeking to attain honour and victory and
the satisfaction of his anger without reason or sense?

Yes, he said, the same will happen with the spirited element also.

Then may we not confidently assert that the lovers of money and honour,
when they seek their pleasures under the guidance and in the company of
reason and knowledge, and pursue after and win the pleasures which wisdom
shows them, will also have the truest pleasures in the highest degree which
is attainable to them, inasmuch as they follow truth; and they will have the
pleasures which are natural to them, if that which is best for each one is also
most natural to him?

Yes, certainly; the best is the most natural.

And when the whole soul follows the philosophical principle, and there is no
division, the several parts are just, and do each of them their own business,
and enjoy severally the best and truest pleasures of which they are capable?

Exactly.

But when either of the two other principles prevails, it fails in attaining its
own pleasure, and compels the rest to pursue after a pleasure which is a
shadow only and which is not their own?

True.

And the greater the interval which separates them from philosophy and
reason, the more strange and illusive will be the pleasure?

Yes.

And is not that farthest from reason which is at the greatest distance from
law and order?

Clearly.
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And the lustful and tyrannical desires are, as we saw, at the greatest distance?
Yes.

And the royal and orderly desires are nearest?

Yes.

Then the tyrant will live at the greatest distance from true or natural pleasure,
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&dwxog unfair; obstinate, bad
é&nd1g unpleasant

aioyp6g shameful

&Anbcdw speak truth; be true
auyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

Gvtapdg (aa) troublesome, tiresome
amoxwAdw hinder from/from using
&mnéotaoctg -cwc (f) revolt;
separation

&pety goodness, excellence
Got0pég number

Gobsvilg weak

BaotAxog royal

Blog life ~biology

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YewEYO6g farming

yviotog born legitimate ~genus
daxve bite

o0cdpo here, come here!

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
onuotixdég common, popular,
democratic

OtaAéyw go through, debate ~legion
d80pLPO6PO0g spear-brearing
30Uy slave-woman

d0VAOw enslave

gyxpoatig firm, powerful
e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~Wwit

eixdvy -6vog (I, 3) image, likeness
eimep if indeed

Exdrepog each of two

EXWY willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

éAaooéw diminish, degrade
éAattéw diminish, degrade
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€Axw drag, pull, hoist; rape
€\vTpov covering, case; reservoir
évtawtdg cycle of a year

évtadOo there, here

évtog within

EEwOev from outside

gmatvéwm concur, praise, advise
gmouvdg terrible

gnéxetva beyond, the far side
gmpeléopon take care of, oversee
gowTdw ask about something
ebdoEix good repute

edoyéow fete, feed well

{®ov being, animal; picture
Nd€wg pleasantly ~hedonism
Nndovy pleasure

NObg sweet, pleasant ~hedonism
frepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

OnoLddng savage, wild

i0éa i37g semblance; kind, style
ioyvpdg (D) strong, forceful, violent
%®6ANog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xoTa@opéw bring down, kill
xN8w distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous

®NPOG wax

%0tvdg communal, ordinary
xouLd care, tending, providing for
x0OxAog circle, wheel ~cycle

Abew grip, pin?

Aéwv lion

Aoytopodg calculation

AOTn distress

Avortedéw (D) be useful
paxdptog blessed

petafdAde alter, transform
LeETOOTEEQ® turn around, change
one’s mind ~atrophy

pijxog -oug (n, 3) length, stature
WiV poppy
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ruloroyéw (D) tell stories

voi yea

vaog (&) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
V1 yea

vé0og bastard

voéuLpog customary, legal, natural
60sv whence

6uwg anyway, nevertheless

67t wherever, however

0160606 as many as, how many, how
great

omotepog which of two, either of two
o0dop i nowhere

00x0DY not so?; and so

ToAotdg old ~paleo

TovTamaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

mavrodarig of every kind, manifold
mavtodanog of every kind, manifold
71 somewhere, somehow

TAGCw make to wander ~plankton
TAdoow form ~plaster

mowilog ornamented; various

motog what kind

TOAUXEQPOAOg many-headed

TPdog soft, gentle

TPOGxw belong to, it beseems
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oxoméw behold, consider
oup@Epw bring together; be
expedient; agree; (mp) happen
~bear

obpENUL assent, concede

oup@Vw pull together, mend
ouvdamTe join, partake; adjoin;
consult; fight ~haptic

ovvoxéw live together

ouyvdg long; many; extensive
teléetg unblemished (victim)
Tllaocdw tame

Toivuy well, then

ToL60d¢e such

TPLTAdGLOG triple

TUPOYVLXOG tyrranical

TOPAYVOG tyrant

Oy sound, profitable ~hygiene
vTepPaive pass, transgress ~basis
@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
youvaiov (0) gold coin

(éyw blame, censure

Peidw be false, deceive; (mid) to lie
~pseudo-

o@életa -{og profit
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and the king at the least?

Certainly.

But if so, the tyrant will live most unpleasantly, and the king most pleasantly?
Inevitably.

Would you know the measure of the interval which separates them?

Will you tell me?

There appear to be three pleasures, one genuine and two spurious: now the
transgression of the tyrant reaches a point beyond the spurious; he has run
away from the region of law and reason, and taken up his abode with certain
slave pleasures which are his satellites, and the measure of his inferiority can
only be expressed in a figure.

How do you mean?

I assume, I said, that the tyrant is in the third place from the oligarch; the
democrat was in the middle?

Yes.

And if there is truth in what has preceded, he will be wedded to an image of
pleasure which is thrice removed as to truth from the pleasure of the oligarch?

He will.

And the oligarch is third from the royal; since we count as one royal and
aristocratical?

Yes, he is third.

Then the tyrant is removed from true pleasure by the space of a number
which is three times three?

Manifestly.

The shadow then of tyrannical pleasure determined by the number of length
will be a plane figure.

Certainly.

And if you raise the power and make the plane a solid, there is no difficulty
in seeing how vast is the interval by which the tyrant is parted from the king.

Yes; the arithmetician will easily do the sum.
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Or if some person begins at the other end and measures the interval by which
the king is parted from the tyrant in truth of pleasure, he will find him, when
the multiplication is completed, living 729 times more pleasantly, and the
tyrant more painfully by this same interval.

What a wonderful calculation! And how enormous is the distance which
separates the just from the unjust in regard to pleasure and pain!

Yet a true calculation, I said, and a number which nearly concerns human
life, if human beings are concerned with days and nights and months and
years.

Yes, he said, human life is certainly concerned with them.

Then if the good and just man be thus superior in pleasure to the evil and
unjust, his superiority will be infinitely greater in propriety of life and in
beauty and virtue?

Immeasurably greater.

Well, I said, and now having arrived at this stage of the argument, we may
revert to the words which brought us hither: Was not some one saying that
injustice was a gain to the perfectly unjust who was reputed to be just?

Yes, that was said.

Now then, having determined the power and quality of justice and injustice,
let us have a little conversation with him.

What shall we say to him?

Let us make an image of the soul, that he may have his own words presented
before his eyes.

Of what sort?

An ideal image of the soul, like the composite creations of ancient mythology,
such as the Chimera or Scylla or Cerberus, and there are many others in which
two or more different natures are said to grow into one.

There are said of have been such unions.

Then do you now model the form of a multitudinous, many-headed monster,
having a ring of heads of all manner of beasts, tame and wild, which he is
able to generate and metamorphose at will.

You suppose marvellous powers in the artist; but, as language is more pliable
than wax or any similar substance, let there be such a model as you propose.
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Suppose now that you make a second form as of a lion, and a third of a man,
the second smaller than the first, and the third smaller than the second.

That, he said, is an easier task; and I have made them as you say.
And now join them, and let the three grow into one.
That has been accomplished.

Next fashion the outside of them into a single image, as of a man, so that he
who is not able to look within, and sees only the outer hull, may believe the
beast to be a single human creature.

I have done so, he said.

And now, to him who maintains that it is profitable for the human creature
to be unjust, and unprofitable to be just, let us reply that, if he be right, it is
profitable for this creature to feast the multitudinous monster and strengthen
the lion and the lion-like qualities, but to starve and weaken the man, who
is consequently liable to be dragged about at the mercy of either of the other
two; and he is not to attempt to familiarize or harmonize them with one
another —he ought rather to suffer them to fight and bite and devour one
another.

Certainly, he said; that is what the approver of injustice says.

To him the supporter of justice makes answer that he should ever so speak
and act as to give the man within him in some way or other the most complete
mastery over the entire human creature. He should watch over the many-
headed monster like a good husbandman, fostering and cultivating the gentle
qualities, and preventing the wild ones from growing; he should be making
the lion-heart his ally, and in common care of them all should be uniting the
several parts with one another and with himself.

Yes, he said, that is quite what the maintainer of justice say.

And so from every point of view, whether of pleasure, honour, or advantage,
the approver of justice is right and speaks the truth, and the disapprover is
wrong and false and ignorant?

Yes, from every point of view.

Come, now, and let us gently reason with the unjust, who is not intentionally
in error. ‘Sweet Sir,” we will say to him, ‘what think you of things esteemed
noble and ignoble? Is not the noble that which subjects the beast to the man,
or rather to the god in man; and the ignoble that which subjects the man to
the beast?” He can hardly avoid saying Yes—can he now?
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Not if he has any regard for my opinion.

But, if he agree so far, we may ask him to answer another question: ‘Then
how would a man profit if he received gold and silver on the condition
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&0cog godless; by the gods

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

aidwg awe, shame, respect; genitals
aioypog shameful

&Aoyog without speech or reckoning
avaxetpon be dedicated, be put up
Gvolioxw (oa) consume, spend on
Gvoréw (o) consume, spend on
G&véppootog inappropriate, not
suited, immoderate

&vélw put on, put back ~sit
Gveotg -ewg () loosening, indulgence
avinue urge, impel; release ~jet
avtixodioTnut replace; set against
&melpog untested; infinite
Admeipwy boundless

amépavtog infinite

anépyn exclude; divide; confine
amépdw end

aroPMémow stare at, adore
amoépyw exclude; divide; confine
dmoxwAdw hinder from/from using
appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

Gobsvijg weak

&tpélow (1) insult, dishonor
ab0adeta stubbornness

o0EGVW strengthen

abEnotg -tog () growth

Bavavotia handicraft; vulgarity
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

BAG&Bn harm

BAd&mtew break, make fail

Yebw taste ~gusto

dctMio cowardice

dnuootog public, the state

otopéw divide, distinguish,
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distribute

Jtavoéwm have in mind

dtavota a thought; intelligence
SLépyopon pierce, traverse
J0UAG® enslave

3wP0d0oxEw take bribes

€0iCw accustom

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixdg likely

éxTAoow panic, be knocked out
~plectrum

éxwv willingly, on purpose; giving
in too easily

gAeéw pity, have mercy on ~alms
gAev0spog not enslaved
éAevlzpom set free

gumotéw make inside of ~poet
évopyig visible, clear ~Argentina
évhupéopon (D) take to heart
€vvoéw consider

évtadOo there, here

EEwOev from outside

gmutpénw entrust, decide, allow
~trophy

ndovy pleasure

NxteTog least; above all

fiuepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

NUrePoOw® tame

Ozpamedw help, serve ~therapy
OnoLwdng savage, wild

ioy0g -og (f) strength; body of troops
xoitot and yet; and in fact; although
%®éAhog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

®0TOdOVAOW enslave

xataAéyw relate in detail, choose;
enroll ~legion

xotowxile colonize

N8 distress, hurt; mp: care about
(+gen) ~heinous
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%x0AéCw punish

xoutdn care, tending, providing for
%xVPePVAL steer ~govern

Ao grip, pin?

Aéwv lion

Avottedée (D) be useful

A®Bn unjust, outrageous treatment
réOnpa -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

petéyw partake of

undowi; nowhere

ptapdg stained, polluted ~miasma
provotxdg musical, aesthetic

vaog (@) temple, shrine ~nostalgia
6yxog barb of an arrow

oixilw colonize, settle

6Ae0pog ruin, destruction, death
6vetdog -coc (n, 3) blame; insult
0000w stand up

dppog cord, chain, anchorage
ovdou i nowhere

003 pod nowhere

od®oDY not so?; and so

oboio property; essence

méAot long ago ~paleo

TGN wrestling ~Pallas

TéAAw shake, brandish ~Pallas
TaUTOAVG Very great
TovTaTooty altogether; yes,
certainly

mopdderypa -tog (n, 3) model,
precedent

mopadcixvopt (D) receive, admit
mépag -toc (n, 3) cord; bound, crux,
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outcome ~prove

TEPQW cross over, drive across; sell
as a slave ~pierce

77} where? how?

7iOnxog monkey

moinotg -cwg (f) creation

mounrig -0 (m, 1) maker, author
Tmoutég made, well-made ~poet
7peoBedw be the elder, be an
ambassador

TpomAoxilw bespatter, reproach
TPOGOEw run to

cw@PEOVEw be sane, moderate
ocw@Pocvyy discretion, moderation
tiptog honored, precious
Toaywdio tragedy, serious poem
Tpo@1 food, upkeep ~atrophy
TPV softness, luxury

<0y fortune, act of a god

vyteta health

vYUg sound, profitable ~hygiene
@appoxov drug, potion ~pharmacy
@iMog friendly

@ooviog sensible, prudent

@OAAE -xog (m) guard; sentry
~phylactery

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
yovoiov () gold coin

xovoog () gold

Xwpig separately; except, other than
~heir

{éyw blame, censure
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that he was to enslave the noblest part of him to the worst? Who can imagine
that a man who sold his son or daughter into slavery for money, especially
it he sold them into the hands of fierce and evil men, would be the gainer,
however large might be the sum which he received? And will any one say
that he is not a miserable caitiff who remorselessly sells his own divine being
to that which is most godless and detestable? Eriphyle took the necklace as
the price of her husband’s life, but he is taking a bribe in order to compass
a worse ruin.’

Yes, said Glaucon, far worse —1 will answer for him.

Has not the intemperate been censured of old, because in him the huge
multiform monster is allowed to be too much at large?

Clearly.

And men are blamed for pride and bad temper when the lion and serpent
element in them disproportionately grows and gains strength?

Yes.

And luxury and softness are blamed, because they relax and weaken this
same creature, and make a coward of him?

Very true.

And is not a man reproached for flattery and meanness who subordinates the
spirited animal to the unruly monster, and, for the sake of money, of which
he can never have enough, habituates him in the days of his youth to be
trampled in the mire, and from being a lion to become a monkey?

True, he said.

And why are mean employments and manual arts a reproach? Only because
they imply a natural weakness of the higher principle; the individual is unable
to control the creatures within him, but has to court them, and his great study
is how to flatter them.

Such appears to be the reason.

And therefore, being desirous of placing him under a rule like that of the best,
we say that he ought to be the servant of the best, in whom the Divine rules;
not, as Thrasymachus supposed, to the injury of the servant, but because
every one had better be ruled by divine wisdom dwelling within him; or, if
this be impossible, then by an external authority, in order that we may be all,
as far as possible, under the same government, friends and equals.

True, he said.
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And this is clearly seen to be the intention of the law, which is the ally
of the whole city; and is seen also in the authority which we exercise over
children, and the refusal to let them be free until we have established in them
a principle analogous to the constitution of a state, and by cultivation of this
higher element have set up in their hearts a guardian and ruler like our own,
and when this is done they may go their ways.

Yes, he said, the purpose of the law is manifest.

From what point of view, then, and on what ground can we say that a man is
profited by injustice or intemperance or other baseness, which will make him
a worse man, even though he acquire money or power by his wickedness?

From no point of view at all.

What shall he profit, if his injustice be undetected and unpunished? He who
is undetected only gets worse, whereas he who is detected and punished has
the brutal part of his nature silenced and humanized; the gentler element
in him is liberated, and his whole soul is perfected and ennobled by the
acquirement of justice and temperance and wisdom, more than the body ever
is by receiving gifts of beauty, strength and health, in proportion as the soul
is more honourable than the body.

Certainly, he said.

To this nobler purpose the man of understanding will devote the energies of
his life. And in the first place, he will honour studies which impress these
qualities on his soul and will disregard others?

Clearly, he said.

In the next place, he will regulate his bodily habit and training, and so far
will he be from yielding to brutal and irrational pleasures, that he will regard
even health as quite a secondary matter; his first object will be not that he
may be fair or strong or well, unless he is likely thereby to gain temperance,
but he will always desire so to attemper the body as to preserve the harmony
of the soul?

Certainly he will, if he has true music in him.

And in the acquisition of wealth there is a principle of order and harmony
which he will also observe; he will not allow himself to be dazzled by the
foolish applause of the world, and heap up riches to his own infinite harm?

Certainly not, he said.

He will look at the city which is within him, and take heed that no disorder
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occur in it, such as might arise either from superfluity or from want; and
upon this principle he will regulate his property and gain or spend according
to his means.

Very true.

And, for the same reason, he will gladly accept and enjoy such honours as he
deems likely to make him a better man; but those, whether private or public,
which are likely to disorder his life, he will avoid?

Then, if that is his motive, he will not be a statesman.

By the dog of Egypt, he will! in the city which is his own he certainly will,
though in the land of his birth perhaps not, unless he have a divine call.

I understand; you mean that he will be a ruler in the city of which we are
the founders, and which exists in idea only; for I do not believe that there is
such an one anywhere on earth?

In heaven, I replied, there is laid up a pattern of it, methinks, which he who
desires may behold, and beholding, may set his own house in order. But
whether such an one exists, or ever will exist in fact, is no matter; for he will
live after the manner of that city, having nothing to do with any other.

I think so, he said.

10

Of the many excellences which I perceive in the order of our State, there is
none which upon reflection pleases me better than the rule about poetry.

To what do you refer?

To the rejection of imitative poetry, which certainly ought not to be received; as
I see far more clearly now that the parts of the soul have been distinguished.

What do you mean?

Speaking in confidence, for I should not like to have my words repeated to
the tragedians and the rest of the imitative tribe—but I do not mind saying
to you, that all poetical imitations are ruinous to the understanding of the
hearers, and that the knowledge of their true nature is the only antidote to
them.

Explain the purport of your remark.
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Well, I will tell you, although I have always from my earliest youth had an
awe and love of Homer, which even now makes the words falter
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vocabulary

&upvdpdg obscure, vague
avopaive reveal, shine
~phenomenon

amiotéw disbelieve ~stand

&pTt at the same time

dtomog strange, unnatural,
disgusting

Yobv at least then

dnuiovpyog public worker
~ergonomics

dtatpifew (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

ddaoxadog teacher

eidog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eite if, whenever; either/or

ciwOa be accustomed, in the habit
Exdrtepog each of two

€v0évde hence

gmerpt lie upon; approach ~ion
g¢moxoméw look upon, inspect
émtot@Tng -ov (m, 1) suppliant,
dependant ~station

Em@Eépw bestow, impute ~bear
gowTdw ask about something
Lwypbeog painter

g@ov being, animal; picture
MYepodv -6vog (m, 3) leader, guide,
chief ~hegemony

Oavpooctog wonderful; admirable
i0éa id7g semblance; kind, style
xaitol and yet; and in fact; although
xotapaive declare, make visible
XOTOTTPOY Mmirror

%wduvedw encounter danger; (+inf)
there is a danger that

%Alvy (1) bed, couch ~clinic
¥Afvew (1) lean, recline ~incline
rébodog investigation

pipnotg -tog (w, f) imitation,
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representation

pLpnTig -od (@, m, 1) imitator, actor,
poet

vai yea

OvTog really

60p06¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

6006w stand up

00dodg not anyone

00%0oDY not so?; and so

obxovv certainly not

obTw no longer

TovToyi everywhere

Topamoy completely

TEPLPEP® carry around

motnTyg -00 (m, 1) maker, author
Towtég made, well-made ~poet
molog what kind

ToAAayi in many places or ways
ToAAoy in many places or ways
mpoBupéopan (D) be eager
TpooayopeVw address, call by name
oouTtod yourself

oxebog -eog (n, 3) thing, tool, vessel
co@lotig -ob (m, 1) expert

Téyo quickly, soon; perhaps
~tachometer

wéxtwv (f) skilled worker
~technician

teléetg unblemished (victim)
Tpée () honor, exalt

Toté0d¢ such

Tpamelo a table ~trapezoid
ToL660g threefold

@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@uTed L plant, grow, cause, prepare
~physics

@vTOG natural

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
¥erpotéyvng -ov (m, 1) artisan
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on my lips, for he is the great captain and teacher of the whole of that
charming tragic company; but a man is not to be reverenced more than the
truth, and therefore I will speak out.

Very good, he said.

Listen to me then, or rather, answer me.

Put your question.

Can you tell me what imitation is? for I really do not know.

A likely thing, then, that I should know.

Why not? for the duller eye may often see a thing sooner than the keener.

Very true, he said; but in your presence, even if I had any (308} faint notion,
I could not muster courage to utter it. Will you enquire yourself?

Well then, shall we begin the enquiry in our usual manner: Whenever a
number of individuals have a common name, we assume them to have also
a corresponding idea or form: —do you understand me?

I do.

Let us take any common instance; there are beds and tables in the world —
plenty of them, are there not?

Yes.

But there are only two ideas or forms of them —one the idea of a bed, the
other of a table.

True.

And the maker of either of them makes a bed or he makes a table for our use,
in accordance with the idea— that is our way of speaking in this and similar
instances—but no artificer makes the ideas themselves: how could he?

Impossible.

And there is another artist,—1I should like to know what you would say of
him.

Who is he?
One who is the maker of all the works of all other workmen.

What an extraordinary man!
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Wait a little, and there will be more reason for your saying so. For this is he
who is able to make not only vessels of every kind, but plants and animals,
himself and all other things— the earth and heaven, and the things which
are in heaven or under the earth; he makes the gods also.

He must be a wizard and no mistake.

Oh! you are incredulous, are you? Do you mean that there is no such maker
or creator, or that in one sense there might be a maker of all these things but
in another not? Do you see that there is a way in which you could make
them all yourself?

What way?

An easy way enough; or rather, there are many ways in which the feat might
be quickly and easily accomplished, none quicker than that of turning a mirror
round and round —you would soon enough make the sun and the heavens,
and the earth and yourself, and other animals and plants, and all the other
things of which we were just now speaking, in the mirror.

Yes, he said; but they would be appearances only.

Very good, I said, you are coming to the point now. And the painter too is,
as I conceive, just such another —a creator of appearances, is he not?

Of course.

But then I suppose you will say that what he creates is untrue. And yet there
is a sense in which the painter also creates a bed?

Yes, he said, but not a real bed.

And what of the maker of the bed? were you not saying that he too makes,
not the idea which, according to our view, is the essence of the bed, but only
a particular bed?

Yes, I did.

Then if he does not make that which exists he cannot make true existence,
but only some semblance of existence; and if any one were to say that the
work of the maker of the bed, or of any other workman, has real existence,
he could hardly be supposed to be speaking the truth.

At any rate, he replied, philosophers would say that he was not speaking the
truth.

No wonder, then, that his work too is an indistinct expression of truth.
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No wonder.

Suppose now that by the light of the examples just offered we enquire who
this imitator is?

If you please.

Well then, here are three beds: one existing in nature, which is made by God,
as I think that we may say — for no one else can be the maker?

No.

There is another which is the work of the carpenter?
Yes.

And the work of the painter is a third?

Yes.

Beds, then, are of three kinds, and there are three artists who superintend
them: God, the maker of the bed, and the painter?

Yes, there are three of them.

God, whether from choice or from necessity, made one bed in nature and one
only; two or more such ideal beds neither ever have been nor ever will be
made by God.

Why is that?

Because even if He had made but two, a third would still appear behind them
which both of them would have for their idea, and that would be the ideal
bed and not the two others.

Very true, he said.

God knew this, and He desired to be the real maker of a real bed, not a
particular maker of a particular bed, and therefore He created a bed which is
essentially and by nature one only.

So we believe.
Shall we, then, speak of Him as the natural author or maker of the bed?

Yes, he replied; inasmuch as by the natural process of creation He is the
author of this and of all other things.

And what shall we say of the carpenter —is not he also the maker of the bed?
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Yes.
But would you call the painter a creator and maker?
Certainly not.

Yet if he is not the maker, what
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is he in relation to the bed?

I think, he said, that we may fairly designate him as the imitator of that which
the others make.

Good, I said; then you call him who is third in the descent from nature an
imitator?

Certainly, he said.

And the tragic poet is an imitator, and therefore, like all other imitators, he
is thrice removed from the king and from the truth?

That appears to be so.

Then about the imitator we are agreed. And what about the painter? —
I would like to know whether he may be thought to imitate that which
originally exists in nature, or only the creations of artists?

The latter.
As they are or as they appear? you have still to determine this.
What do you mean?

I mean, that you may look at a bed from different points of view, obliquely
or directly or from any other point of view, and the bed will appear different,
but there is no difference in reality. And the same of all things.

Yes, he said, the difference is only apparent.

Now let me ask you another question: Which is the art of painting designed
to be—an imitation of things as they are, or as they appear — of appearance
or of reality?

Of appearance.

Then the imitator, I said, is a long way off the truth, and can do all things
because he lightly touches on a small part of them, and that part an image.
For example: A painter will paint a cobbler, carpenter, or any other artist,
though he knows nothing of their arts; and, if he is a good artist, he may
deceive children or simple persons, when he shows them his picture of a
carpenter from a distance, and they will fancy that they are looking at a real
carpenter.

Certainly.

And whenever any one informs us that he has found a man who knows all
the arts, and all things else that anybody knows, and every single thing with
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a higher degree of accuracy than any other man—whoever tells us this, I
think that we can only imagine him to be a simple creature who is likely to
have been deceived by some wizard or actor whom he met, and whom he
thought all-knowing, because he himself was unable to analyse the nature of
knowledge and ignorance and imitation.

Most true.

And so, when we hear persons saying that the tragedians, and Homer, who
is at their head, know all the arts and all things human, virtue as well as
vice, and divine things too, for that the good poet cannot compose well unless
he knows his subject, and that he who has not this knowledge can never be
a poet, we ought to consider whether here also there may not be a similar
illusion. Perhaps they may have come across imitators and been deceived by
them; they may not have remembered when they saw their works that these
were but imitations thrice removed from the truth, and could easily be made
without any knowledge of the truth, because they are appearances only and
not realities? Or, after all, they may be in the right, and poets do really know
the things about which they seem to the many to speak so well?

The question, he said, should by all means be considered.

Now do you suppose that if a person were able to make the original as well
as the image, he would seriously devote himself to the image-making branch?
Would he allow imitation to be the ruling principle of his life, as if he had
nothing higher in him?

I should say not.

The real artist, who knew what he was imitating, would be interested in
realities and not in imitations; and would desire to leave as memorials of
himself works many and fair; and, instead of being the author of encomiums,
he would prefer to be the theme of them.

Yes, he said, that would be to him a source of much greater honour and
profit.

Then, I said, we must put a question to Homer; not about medicine, or any
of the arts to which his poems only incidentally refer: we are not going to
ask him, or any other poet, whether he has cured patients like Asclepius, or
left behind him a school of medicine such as the Asclepiads were, or whether
he only talks about medicine and other arts at second-hand; but we have
a right to know respecting military tactics, politics, education, which are the
chiefest and noblest subjects of his poems, and we may fairly ask him about
them. ‘Friend Homer,” then we say to him, ‘if you are only in the second
remove from truth in what you say of virtue, and not in the third —not an
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image maker or imitator —and if you are able to discern what pursuits make
men better or worse in private or public life, tell us what State was ever better
governed by your help? The good order of Lacedaemon is due to Lycurgus,
and many other cities great and small have been similarly benefited by others;
but who says that you have been a good legislator to them and have done
them any good? Italy and Sicily boast of Charondas, and there is Solon who
is renowned among us; but what city has anything to say about you?’ Is
there any city which he might name?

I think not, said Glaucon; not even the Homerids themselves pretend that he
was a legislator.

Well, but is there any war on record which was carried on successfully by
him, or aided by his counsels, when he was alive?

There is not.

Or is there any invention of his, applicable to the arts or to human life, such
as Thales the Milesian or Anacharsis the Scythian, and other ingenious men
have conceived, which is attributed to him?

There is absolutely nothing of the kind.

But, if Homer never did any public service, was he privately a guide or
teacher of any? Had he in his lifetime friends who loved to associate with
him, and who handed down to posterity an Homeric way of life, such as
was established by Pythagoras who was so greatly beloved for his wisdom,
and whose followers are to this day quite celebrated for the order which was
named after him?

Nothing of the kind is recorded of him. For surely, Socrates, Creophylus,
the companion of Homer, that child of flesh, whose name always makes us
laugh, might be more justly ridiculed for his stupidity, if, as is said, Homer
was greatly neglected by him and others in his own day when he was alive?

Yes, I replied, that is the tradition. But can you imagine, Glaucon, that if
Homer had really been able to educate and improve mankind —if he had
possessed knowledge and not been a mere imitator —can you imagine, I say,
that he would not have had many followers, and been honoured and loved
by them? Protagoras of Abdera, and Prodicus of Ceos, and a host of others,
have only to whisper to their contemporaries: “You will never be able to
manage either your own house or your own State until you appoint us to be
your ministers of education’—and this ingenious device of theirs has such
an effect in making men love them that their companions all but carry them
about on their shoulders. And is it conceivable that the contemporaries of
Homer, or again of Hesiod, would have allowed either of them to go about as
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rhapsodists, if they had really been able to make mankind virtuous? Would
they not have been as unwilling to
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vocabulary

&Bp<w observe, gaze

avayxage force, compel

&vOog flower

&molein leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amohpmtave leave behind, fail
&mtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&pety goodness, excellence
GotOpém to count ~arithmetic
appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

adAéw play (blow, toot)

oOAY courtyard

oAt -0D (m, 1) flute player
adAtg -tog (f) roost, bivouac
a0AG¢ flute, tube, hollow

oOA®Y canyon, strait, canal
Bopbg heavy ~baritone

Bon0eta help

Yooupeig -og (m) painter
Yuopvéw strip, be defenseless
~gymnasium

dfjAog visible, conspicuous
€Yyv0ev near

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~wit

eite if, whenever; either/or
Eumelpog experienced

Evetput be in ~ion

gEayyéAw bring news out ~angel
gEéyw keep outside

é¢noio (o) listen to, perceive
gmeni|g fitting ~icon
éniotopot know how, understand
~station

gmiotu skill, knowledge
énitaglg injunction, command
gmitdoom enjoin; place near
gpioTtnue set; (mp) come/be near,
direct, stop ~station

Cwypbdeog painter
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g®ov being, animal; picture

futovg half ~hemisphere

fvia -ov (n) reins

fdg 70L (I, 2) dawn ~Eocene
Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

Ozwpéw be sent to consult an oracle;
observe, contemplate

twmwxdg of horses ~hippo

{oxw imitate, liken to, guess ~victor
%®éAhog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xopHAog bent, curved

xotoAsimtow leave behind, abandon
~eclipse

xoTOAMpTOVE leave behind,
abandon

xotAog hollow ~hollow

Aoyilopon reckon, consider
©éyeBog -oug (n, 3) tall, big (person)
~megaton

petoropféve share in; swap
KreTPEw measure, traverse ~metric
KETPOY measure ~metric

pnyxovy machine; mechanism, way
pwpéopon (1) imitate, represent
piunotg -tog (i, f) imitation,
representation

pLpnTig -od (@, m, 1) imitator, actor,
poet

povotxy art, music

val yea

olxot at home ~economics

Opewg anyway, nevertheless

67y wherever, however

60006g upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0003£1Ep0g neither

00%0DY not so?; and so

6dg BPewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

méOnpa -tog (n, 3) suffering,
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condition

mowdeio child-rearing, education
moudté childish play
TovTadToaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TAGvy wandering

Toinolg -ewe (f) creation
Tounrilg -o0 (m, 1) maker, author
mowtég made, well-made ~poet
wolog what kind

7oTEPOG Which, whichever of two
TPaELg -cwc (f) result, business
~practice

TPOoAeintw abandon, withdraw
~eclipse

TPoOcwley forward, in the future; far
ofipa -tog (n, 3) a thing said
OLOUGg measured; symmetrical
oxedog -cog (n, 3) thing, tool, vessel
o%xVTOTONOG leather worker
copla skill; wisdom ~sophistry
omoudi| zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate
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otpotnylo office of command,
strategy ~strategy

oVvelpt be with; have sex ~ion
ocuvinut send together; hear, notice,
understand ~jet

oxfipa -tog (n, 3) form, figure
Topoyy upsetness, confusion
Téyv craft, art, plan, contrivance
~technology

toivuy well, then

TOLO6d¢e such

OTNEETEW serve

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xoAwog (1) bit for a horse
X0Axed¢ -oc (m) smith

xopletg graceful

xoela need, use

xonotog useful; brave, worthy
xo®pa -tog (n, 3) color

wpatog ripe; young adult
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part with them as with gold, and have compelled them to stay at home with
them? Or, if the master would not stay, then the disciples would have followed
him about everywhere, until they had got education enough?

Yes, Socrates, that, I think, is quite true.

Then must we not infer that all these poetical individuals, beginning with
Homer, are only imitators; they copy images of virtue and the like, but the
truth they never reach? The poet is like a painter who, as we have already
observed, will make a likeness of a cobbler though he understands nothing of
cobbling; and his picture is good enough for those who know no more than
he does, and judge only by colours and figures.

Quite so.

In like manner the poet with his words and phrases may be said to lay on the
colours of the several arts, himself understanding their nature only enough
to imitate them; and other people, who are as ignorant as he is, and judge
only from his words, imagine that if he speaks of cobbling, or of military
tactics, or of anything else, in metre and harmony and rhythm, he speaks
very well —such is the sweet influence which melody and rhythm by nature
have. And I think that you must have observed again and again what a poor
appearance the tales of poets make when stripped of the colours which music
puts upon them, and recited in simple prose.

Yes, he said.

They are like faces which were never really beautiful, but only blooming; and
now the bloom of youth has passed away from them?

Exactly.

Here is another point: The imitator or maker of the image knows nothing of
true existence; he knows appearances only. Am I not right?

Yes.

Then let us have a clear understanding, and not be satisfied with half an
explanation.

Proceed.
Of the painter we say that he will paint reins, and he will paint a bit?
Yes.

And the worker in leather and brass will make them?
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Certainly.

But does the painter know the right form of the bit and reins? Nay, hardly
even the workers in brass and leather who make them; only the horseman
who knows how to use them —he knows their right form.

Most true.
And may we not say the same of all things?
What?

That there are three arts which are concerned with all things: one which uses,
another which makes, a third which imitates them?

Yes.

And the excellence or beauty or truth of every structure, animate or inanimate,
and of every action of man, is relative to the use for which nature or the artist
has intended them.

True.

Then the user of them must have the greatest experience of them, and he must
indicate to the maker the good or bad qualities which develop themselves in
use; for example, the flute-player will tell the flute-maker which of his flutes
is satisfactory to the performer; he will tell him how he ought to make them,
and the other will attend to his instructions?

Of course.

The one knows and therefore speaks with authority about the goodness and
badness of flutes, while the other, confiding in him, will do what he is told
by him?

True.

The instrument is the same, but about the excellence or badness of it the
maker will only attain to a correct belief; and this he will gain from him who
knows, by talking to him and being compelled to hear what he has to say,
whereas the user will have knowledge?

True.

But will the imitator have either? Will he know from use whether or no his
drawing is correct or beautiful? or will he have right opinion from being
compelled to associate with another who knows and gives him instructions
about what he should draw?
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Neither.

Then he will no more have true opinion than he will have knowledge about
the goodness or badness of his imitations?

I suppose not.

The imitative artist will be in a brilliant state of intelligence about his own
creations?

Nay, very much the reverse.

And still he will go on imitating without knowing what makes a thing good
or bad, and may be expected therefore to imitate only that which appears to
be good to the ignorant multitude?

Just so.

Thus far then we are pretty well agreed that the imitator has no knowledge
worth mentioning of what he imitates. Imitation is only a kind of play or
sport, and the tragic poets, whether they write in Iambic or in Heroic verse,
are imitators in the highest degree?

Very true.

And now tell me, I conjure you, has not imitation been shown by us to be
concerned with that which is thrice removed from the truth?

Certainly.
And what is the faculty in man to which imitation is addressed?
What do you mean?

I will explain: The body which is large when seen near, appears small when
seen at a distance?

True.

And the same object appears straight when looked at out of the water, and
crooked when in the water; and the concave becomes convex, owing to the
illusion about colours to which the sight is liable. Thus every sort of confusion
is revealed within us; and this is that weakness of the human mind on which
the art of conjuring and of deceiving by light and shadow and other ingenious
devices imposes, having an effect upon us like magic.

True.
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And the arts of measuring and numbering and weighing come to the rescue of
the human understanding — there is the beauty of them —and the apparent
greater or less, or more or heavier, no longer have the mastery over us, but
give way before calculation and measure and weight?

Most true.

And this, surely, must be the work of the calculating
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vocabulary

dyovaxtéw be vexed, in a ferment
&ywY" carrying; leadership
&dbvatog unable; impossible
&epYog lazy ~ergonomics
aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

éxon hearing ~acoustic
GAAOTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

&ANOTELOW estrange from
GAbyrotog inconsiderate, irrational
avoyxoatog coerced, coercing, slavery
avoptpuvioxw (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic
av0prwmvog human

GvTLteive resist

dvow (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

dmAnotog insatiable, greedy
&moleinw leave behind, fail ~eclipse
amohpmtave leave behind, fail
G&pY0g glistening, swift

Gpéoxw please, satisfy; make
amends

apavife do away with, make off
with; (pass) disappear

&yOop.ot be burdened with
BéAtioTog best, noblest

Blotog by force

Bodw shout

Yépow be full of

Yobv at least then

detMo cowardice

JfAog visible, conspicuous
dMA6w show, disclose

dtéxetpon be in a condition
otaxsAcsdopon give orders to,
encourage

dtavola a thought; intelligence
dotpifw (1) wear down, delay
~tribology

ITOAITEIA 10

dieEgpyopot go through

d8pdw do, accomplish

€0iCw accustom

eixdg likely

gxovotog voluntary

&\xog -coc (n, 3) wound ~ulcer
€\xw drag, pull, hoist; rape
gumodwy getting in the way
évavtioopat oppose, contradict
gEnyéopon lead forth; set out,
describe ~hegemony

gmtetxyg fitting ~icon
gmhopPave take, attack, seize
gmtoxénropat look upon, inspect
gmoxoméw look upon, inspect
éonuio wilderness, solitude
gtotpog ready; fulfilled
e0doxtpéw be esteemed
edmetiig coming out well; (adv)
fortunately

Lwypb@og painter

M0og fibeoc (n, 3) habit, habitat
~ethos

novyia peace and quiet
NobyLog at peace

0atpov (a) theater

tdopon (1) cure ~pediatrician
totptndg medicine, medical skill
xo0amep exactly as
xotopovdve examine, observe
%x0fBog cube, die

Aoytopdg calculation

AuTéw (D) annoy, distress

AOTn distress

petéyw partake of

UeTEé measure, traverse ~metric
@wéTEOY measure ~metric
wpéopon (1) imitate, represent
wipnotg -tog (w, f) imitation,
representation

rovow leave, not aid

pvpiog () 10,000 ~myriad
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vai yea

vooéw be sick, be mad, suffer
outAéw (1) associate with ~homily
ovou.ddw to address, name ~name
67t wherever, however

06006¢ upright, straight; correct, just
~orthogonal

0000w stand up

ob®oDY not so?; and so

g SPewg (f) sight, view
~thanatopsis

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowiyvptg -cwg () gathering
TovTadToaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

cavtodamig of every kind, manifold
mavtodanos of every kind, manifold
mopaylyvopat be beside, attend
~genus

ToPaTANGLog similar to

miyvope (D) stick, set, build ~fang
TAMoow hit ~plectrum

TOLYELG grassy ~pastor

moinotg -ewg (f) creation

TowTig -ob (m, 1) maker, author
TowiAog ornamented; various
molog what kind

métepog which, whichever of two
mEAaELS -cwg () result, business
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~practice

mpoBaive surpass, continue ~basis
700w run from, lead to the fray
TPOG30oXAw expect

cpoomtaie batter; be set back
TPOGPEP® present; resemble; add
Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
onpoive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

coia skill; wisdom ~sophistry
omovdatog quick, active; excellent
omoudi] zeal; (dat) with difficulty,
hastily ~repudiate

otaoLale revolt, be divided
ouyyiyvopot associate with, meet,
have sex ~genus

6UAAEY® collect, assemble ~legion
oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

Toivuy well, then

TOLO6de such

TOyn fortune, act of a god

0YLg sound, profitable ~hygiene
@oadAog trifling

@b&w appear (dawn) ~photon
@0éyyopor make a sound, utter
~diphthong

@EOvLog sensible, prudent

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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and rational principle in the soul?
To be sure.

And when this principle measures and certifies that some things are equal,
or that some are greater or less than others, there occurs an apparent
contradiction?

True.

But were we not saying that such a contradiction is impossible —the same
faculty cannot have contrary opinions at the same time about the same thing?

Very true.

Then that part of the soul which has an opinion contrary to measure is not
the same with that which has an opinion in accordance with measure?

True.

And the better part of the soul is likely to be that which trusts to measure
and calculation?

Certainly.

And that which is opposed to them is one of the inferior principles of the
soul?

No doubt.

This was the conclusion at which I was seeking to arrive when I said that
painting or drawing, and imitation in general, when doing their own proper
work, are far removed from truth, and the companions and friends and
associates of a principle within us which is equally removed from reason,
and that they have no true or healthy aim.

Exactly.

The imitative art is an inferior who marries an inferior, and has inferior
offspring.

Very true.

And is this confined to the sight only, or does it extend to the hearing also,
relating in fact to what we term poetry?

Probably the same would be true of poetry.
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Do not rely, I said, on a probability derived from the analogy of painting;
but let us examine further and see whether the faculty with which poetical
imitation is concerned is good or bad.

By all means.

We may state the question thus:— Imitation imitates the actions of men,
whether voluntary or involuntary, on which, as they imagine, a good or bad
result has ensued, and they rejoice or sorrow accordingly. Is there anything
more?

No, there is nothing else.

But in all this variety of circumstances is the man at unity with himself —
or rather, as in the instance of sight there was confusion and opposition
in his opinions about the same things, so here also is there not strife and
inconsistency in his life? Though I need hardly raise the question again, for
I remember that all this has been already admitted; and the soul has been
acknowledged by us to be full of these and ten thousand similar oppositions
occurring at the same moment?

And we were right, he said.

Yes, I said, thus far we were right; but there was an omission which must
now be supplied.

What was the omission?

Were we not saying that a good man, who has the misfortune to lose his
son or anything else which is most dear to him, will bear the loss with more
equanimity than another?

Yes.

But will he have no sorrow, or shall we say that although he cannot help
sorrowing, he will moderate his sorrow?

The latter, he said, is the truer statement.

Tell me: will he be more likely to struggle and hold out against his sorrow
when he is seen by his equals, or when he is alone?

It will make a great difference whether he is seen or not.

When he is by himself he will not mind saying or doing many things which
he would be ashamed of any one hearing or seeing him do?

True.
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There is a principle of law and reason in him which bids him resist, as well
as a feeling of his misfortune which is forcing him to indulge his sorrow?

True.

But when a man is drawn in two opposite directions, to and from the same
object, this, as we affirm, necessarily implies two distinct principles in him?

Certainly.
One of them is ready to follow the guidance of the law?
How do you mean?

The law would say that to be patient under suffering is best, and that we
should not give way to impatience, as there is no knowing whether such
things are good or evil; and nothing is gained by impatience; also, because
no human thing is of serious importance, and grief stands in the way of that
which at the moment is most required.

What is most required? he asked.

That we should take counsel about what has happened, and when the dice
have been thrown order our affairs in the way which reason deems best; not,
like children who have had a fall, keeping hold of the part struck and wasting
time in setting up a howl, but always accustoming the soul forthwith to apply
a remedy, raising up that which is sickly and fallen, banishing the cry of
sorrow by the healing art.

Yes, he said, that is the true way of meeting the attacks of fortune.

Yes, I said; and the higher principle is ready to follow this suggestion of
reason?

Clearly.

And the other principle, which inclines us to recollection of our troubles and
to lamentation, and can never have enough of them, we may call irrational,
useless, and cowardly?

Indeed, we may.

And does not the latter—1I mean the rebellious principle —furnish a great
variety of materials for imitation? Whereas the wise and calm temperament,
being always nearly equable, is not easy to imitate or to appreciate when
imitated, especially at a public festival when a promiscuous crowd is
assembled in a theatre. For the feeling represented is one to which they
are strangers.
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Certainly.

Then the imitative poet who aims at being popular is not by nature made,
nor is his art intended, to please or to affect the rational principle in the soul;
but he will prefer the passionate and fitful temper, which is easily imitated?

Clearly.

And now we may fairly take him and place him by the side of the painter, for
he is like him in two ways: first, inasmuch as his creations have an inferior
degree of truth—in this, I say, he is like him; and he is
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vocabulary

adw sing

&€0Aog prize ~athlete

&eldw sing

&0Atog wretched ~athlete
aioypog shameful

aioyxbve (D) spoil, disgrace,
disfigure, mar

dxotpog unseasonable, troublesome
axpodop.on pay attention
GANGTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

avodapBave take up, recover,
resume

avoptpuvioxw (+2 acc) remind
someone ~mnemonic

dvev away from; not having; not
needing ~Sp. sin

&v0pdmivog human

avinut urge, impel; release ~jet
&vonrog foolish

amodvpopan (D) lament bitterly
amoAodw have use, have a benefit
dmoloyéopot defend one’s conduct
aromipmAnue satisfy, fulfill, appease
amoteive extend, prolong

Gpdw give water

ate as if; since

adypuéw be dirty, squalid
&ppodiotog sexual

&y senseless, unthinking
~frenzy

BaotAcdw be king

BoeAbooopat be, make loathsome
BéAtioTog best, noblest
Bowpohoyio coarse humor

Yélotog laughable; joking
YeAwToTOoLog clown, clownish
daxpbw® weep

Staytyveoxw discern, decide
~gnostic

dtatiOnut arrange; set out goods for
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sale ~thesis

dtaopd disagreement
dtoixnotg housekeeping

8paw do, accomplish
éyytyvopou live in ~genus
gyxpoatig firm, powerful
EYXOULOG common, native

&dog &dcog (n, 3) seat, sitting
~polyhedron

£00g €0coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

e{dwAov phantom, unreal image
~Wwit

elmep if indeed

éxTog outside

ExQépw carry off ~bear

gAeéw pity, have mercy on ~alms
gumimro fall into; attack ~petal
éumotéw make inside of ~poet
évdidmpt hand over, lend, show,
allow

évBupéopon (D) take to heart
€vvoéw consider

gowxotwg like; fairly

éracidw sing with, to; charm
gmatvéw concur, praise, advise
€nawvog (noun) praise

gmtetxyg fitting ~icon

Eoapon love, aor. fall in love; long
for, covet ~erotic

Epwg -tog (m) love, desire ~erotic
eddaipwy blessed with a good
genius

edpeving kind

edvopéopon be well ordered
edvoog kindly; favorable
nidopon be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

Nd0v1] pleasure

N180g #dcoc (n, 3) pleasure
~hedonism

novyia peace and quiet
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0w run, run for

xoAMoTiw embellish, make up
%x0pTEPEM be patient
xoTayltyveoxn judge negatively
xotooxevale equip, build
®OTOPEOVEL scorn; think of
xdretpt go down, disembark ~ion
xepdaivw profit, take advantage
%§jdog -£og (n, 3) sorrow ~heinous
wNAéw bewitch

®OTmTw beat, cut, strike

xpowyalw croak, scream
ROUEILXOG comic

Aettég thin

Aoyilopon reckon, consider

AUTen distress

AuTTnEdg (D) painful, causing pain,
sad

AwBdopot maltreat

©érog -oug (n, 3) limb; melody
peptpuvae care for

pétetpt be among, go, follow ~ion
prétpov measure ~metric
prpéopon (1) imitate, represent
wipnotg -tog (w, f) imitation,
representation

poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
opotéwm assimilate, liken
~homoerotic

00x0DY not so?; and so

mafog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

mowdeio child-rearing, education
modeVw raise; train

modixog childlike; a darling
~pediatrician

mapadeixvopt (D) receive, admit
Tetvdw be hungry

mevbéw grieve ~Nepenthe

mévlog -cog (n, 3) grief, misfortune
~Nepenthe

mévop.on be busy, work at
~osteopenia

7§} where? how?

mipmAnue fill (+gen.) ~plenum
moinpo -tog (n, 3) work, deed
Toinotg -ewg (f) creation

mountig -o0 (m, 1) maker, author
Towtég made, well-made ~poet
TPodidmwut betray

TpocTéTyg -ou (m, 1) leader,
protector

Tpbéow forward, in the future; far
pfiotg -og (f) conversation, talk
~rhetoric

oxomtdw watch, observe

oxoméw behold, consider
omovdalw be busy, earnest
~repudiate

omovdatog quick, active; excellent
oTtepéo steal, take

ocuTXWEEWL accede, concede
oup@opd collecting; accident,
misfortune

oVvoLdo know about someone;
think proper

ToT€ then ... now ...

Tpo@ food, upkeep ~atrophy
bduvog song ~hymn

@0cipw destroy, ruin

@botg -cwg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
xopletg graceful

Xelpwy worse, more base, inferior,
weaker

®EEéMpog helping, useful
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also like him in being concerned with an inferior part of the soul; and
therefore we shall be right in refusing to admit him into a well-ordered State,
because he awakens and nourishes and strengthens the feelings and impairs
the reason. As in a city when the evil are permitted to have authority and
the good are put out of the way, so in the soul of man, as we maintain,
the imitative poet implants an evil constitution, for he indulges the irrational
nature which has no discernment of greater and less, but thinks the same thing
at one time great and at another small—he is a manufacturer of images and
is very far removed from the truth.

Exactly.

But we have not yet brought forward the heaviest count in our accusation: —
the power which poetry has of harming even the good (and there are very
few who are not harmed), is surely an awful thing?

Yes, certainly, if the effect is what you say.

Hear and judge: The best of us, as I conceive, when we listen to a passage
of Homer, or one of the tragedians, in which he represents some pitiful hero
who is drawling out his sorrows in a long oration, or weeping, and smiting
his breast— the best of us, you know, delight in giving way to sympathy, and
are in raptures at the excellence of the poet who stirs our feelings most.

Yes, of course I know.

But when any sorrow of our own happens to us, then you may observe that we
pride ourselves on the opposite quality —we would fain be quiet and patient;
this is the manly part, and the other which delighted us in the recitation is
now deemed to be the part of a woman.

Very true, he said.

Now can we be right in praising and admiring another who is doing that
which any one of us would abominate and be ashamed of in his own person?

No, he said, that is certainly not reasonable.
Nay, I said, quite reasonable from one point of view.
What point of view?

If you consider, I said, that when in misfortune we feel a natural hunger and
desire to relieve our sorrow by weeping and lamentation, and that this feeling
which is kept under control in our own calamities is satisfied and delighted
by the poets; —the better nature in each of us, not having been sufficiently
trained by reason or habit, allows the sympathetic element to break loose
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because the sorrow is another’s; and the spectator fancies that there can be
no disgrace to himself in praising and pitying any one who comes telling him
what a good man he is, and making a fuss about his troubles; he thinks that
the pleasure is a gain, and why should he be supercilious and lose this and
the poem too? Few persons ever reflect, as I should imagine, that from the evil
of other men something of evil is communicated to themselves. And so the
feeling of sorrow which has gathered strength at the sight of the misfortunes
of others is with difficulty repressed in our own.

How very true!

And does not the same hold also of the ridiculous? There are jests which you
would be ashamed to make yourself, and yet on the comic stage, or indeed in
private, when you hear them, you are greatly amused by them, and are not at
all disgusted at their unseemliness; —the case of pity is repeated; —there is a
principle in human nature which is disposed to raise a laugh, and this which
you once restrained by reason, because you were afraid of being thought a
buffoon, is now let out again; and having stimulated the risible faculty at the
theatre, you are betrayed unconsciously to yourself into playing the comic
poet at home.

Quite true, he said.

And the same may be said of lust and anger and all the other affections, of
desire and pain and pleasure, which are held to be inseparable from every
action —in all of them poetry feeds and waters the passions instead of drying
them up; she lets them rule, although they ought to be controlled, if mankind
are ever to increase in happiness and virtue.

I cannot deny it.

Therefore, Glaucon, I said, whenever you meet with any of the eulogists of
Homer declaring that he has been the educator of Hellas, and that he is
profitable for education and for the ordering of human things, and that you
should take him up again and again and get to know him and regulate your
whole life according to him, we may love and honour those who say these
things —they are excellent people, as far as their lights extend; and we are
ready to acknowledge that Homer is the greatest of poets and first of tragedy
writers; but we must remain firm in our conviction that hymns to the gods
and praises of famous men are the only poetry which ought to be admitted
into our State. For if you go beyond this and allow the honeyed muse to
enter, either in epic or lyric verse, not law and the reason of mankind, which
by common consent have ever been deemed best, but pleasure and pain will
be the rulers in our State.
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That is most true, he said.

And now since we have reverted to the subject of poetry, let this our defence
serve to show the reasonableness of our former judgment in sending away
out of our State an art having the tendencies which we have described; for
reason constrained us. But that she may not impute to us any harshness
or want of politeness, let us tell her that there is an ancient quarrel between
philosophy and poetry; of which there are many proofs, such as the saying
of ‘the yelping hound howling at her lord,” or of one ‘mighty in the vain talk
of fools,” and ‘the mob of sages circumventing Zeus,” and the ‘subtle thinkers
who are beggars after all’; and there are innumerable other signs of ancient
enmity between them. Notwithstanding this, let us assure our sweet friend
and the sister arts of imitation, that if she will only prove her title to exist
in a well-ordered State we shall be delighted to receive her—we are very
conscious of her charms; but we may not on that account betray the truth. I
dare say, Glaucon, that you are as much charmed by her as I am, especially
when she appears in Homer?

Yes, indeed, I am greatly charmed.

Shall I propose, then, that she be allowed to return from exile, but upon this
condition only — that she make a defence of herself in lyrical or some other
metre?

Certainly.

And we may further grant to those of her defenders who are lovers of poetry
and yet not poets the permission to speak in prose on her behalf: let them
show not only that she is pleasant but also useful to States and to human life,
and we will listen in a kindly spirit; for if this can be proved we shall surely
be the gainers—1I mean, if there is a use in poetry as well as a delight?

Certainly, he said, we shall be the gainers.

If her defence fails, then, my dear friend, like other persons who are
enamoured of something, but put a restraint upon themselves when they think
their desires are opposed to their interests, so too must we after the manner of
lovers give her up, though not without a struggle. We too are inspired by that
love of poetry which the education of noble States has implanted in us, and
therefore we would have her appear at her best and truest; but so long as she
is unable to make good her defence, this argument of ours shall be a charm
to us, which we will repeat to ourselves while we listen to her strains; that
we may not fall away into the childish love of her which captivates the many.
At all events we are well aware that poetry being such as we have described
is not to be regarded seriously as attaining to the truth; and he who listens
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to her, fearing for the safety of the city which is within him, should be on his
guard against her seductions and make our words his law.

Yes, he said,
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I quite agree with you.

Yes, I said, my dear Glaucon, for great is the issue at stake, greater than
appears, whether a man is to be good or bad. And what will any one be
profited if under the influence of honour or money or power, aye, or under
the excitement of poetry, he neglect justice and virtue?

Yes, he said; I have been convinced by the argument, as I believe that any
one else would have been.

And yet no mention has been made of the greatest prizes and rewards which
await virtue.

What, are there any greater still? If there are, they must be of an inconceivable
greatness.

Why, I said, what was ever great in a short time? The whole period of three
score years and ten is surely but a little thing in comparison with eternity?

Say rather ‘nothing,’ he replied.

And should an immortal being seriously think of this little space rather than
of the whole?

Of the whole, certainly. But why do you ask?
Are you not aware, I said, that the soul of man is immortal and imperishable?

He looked at me in astonishment, and said: No, by heaven: And are you
really prepared to maintain this?

Yes, I said, I ought to be, and you too— there is no difficulty in proving it.

I see a great difficulty; but I should like to hear you state this argument of
which you make so light.

Listen then.

I am attending.

There is a thing which you call good and another which you call evil?
Yes, he replied.

Would you agree with me in thinking that the corrupting and destroying
element is the evil, and the saving and improving element the good?

Yes.
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And you admit that every thing has a good and also an evil; as ophthalmia
is the evil of the eyes and disease of the whole body; as mildew is of corn,
and rot of timber, or rust of copper and iron: in everything, or in almost
everything, there is an inherent evil and disease?

Yes, he said.

And anything which is infected by any of these evils is made evil, and at last
wholly dissolves and dies?

True.

The vice and evil which is inherent in each is the destruction of each; and if
this does not destroy them there is nothing else that will; for good certainly
will not destroy them, nor again, that which is neither good nor evil.

Certainly not.

If, then, we find any nature which having this inherent corruption cannot be
dissolved or destroyed, we may be certain that of such a nature there is no
destruction?

That may be assumed.
Well, I said, and is there no evil which corrupts the soul?

Yes, he said, there are all the evils which we were just now passing in review:
unrighteousness, intemperance, cowardice, ignorance.

But does any of these dissolve or destroy her? —and here do not let us
fall into the error of supposing that the unjust and foolish man, when he is
detected, perishes through his own injustice, which is an evil of the soul. Take
the analogy of the body: The evil of the body is a disease which wastes and
reduces and annihilates the body; and all the things of which we were just
now speaking come to annihilation through their own corruption attaching
to them and inhering in them and so destroying them. Is not this true?

Yes.

Consider the soul in like manner. Does the injustice or other evil which exists
in the soul waste and consume her? Do they by attaching to the soul and
inhering in her at last bring her to death, and so separate her from the body?

Certainly not.

And yet, I said, it is unreasonable to suppose that anything can perish from
without through affection of external evil which could not be destroyed from
within by a corruption of its own?
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It is, he replied.

Consider, I said, Glaucon, that even the badness of food, whether staleness,
decomposition, or any other bad quality, when confined to the actual food,
is not supposed to destroy the body; although, if the badness of food
communicates corruption to the body, then we should say that the body has
been destroyed by a corruption of itself, which is disease, brought on by this;
but that the body, being one thing, can be destroyed by the badness of food,
which is another, and which does not engender any natural infection —this
we shall absolutely deny?

Very true.

And, on the same principle, unless some bodily evil can produce an evil of the
soul, we must not suppose that the soul, which is one thing, can be dissolved
by any merely external evil which belongs to another?

Yes, he said, there is reason in that.

Either, then, let us refute this conclusion, or, while it remains unrefuted, let
us never say that fever, or any other disease, or the knife put to the throat, or
even the cutting up of the whole body into the minutest pieces, can destroy
the soul, until she herself is proved to become more unholy or unrighteous
in consequence of these things being done to the body; but that the soul, or
anything else if not destroyed by an internal evil, can be destroyed by an
external one, is not to be affirmed by any man.

And surely, he replied, no one will ever prove that the souls of men become
more unjust in consequence of death.

But if some one who would rather not admit the immortality of the soul
boldly denies this, and says that the dying do really become more evil and
unrighteous, then, if the speaker is right, I suppose that injustice, like disease,
must be assumed to be fatal to the unjust, and that those who take this
disorder die by the natural inherent power of destruction which evil has, and
which kills them sooner or later, but in quite another way from that in which,
at present, the wicked receive death at the hands of others as the penalty of
their deeds?

Nay, he said, in that case injustice, if fatal to the unjust, will not be so very
terrible to him, for he will be delivered from evil. But I rather suspect the
opposite to be the truth, and that injustice which, if it have the power, will
murder others, keeps the murderer alive—aye, and well awake too; so far
removed is her dwelling-place from being a house of death.

True, I said; if the inherent natural vice or evil of the soul is unable
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vocabulary

ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&Yyt near, nigh ~angina

&dwria injustice, offence

&dwrog unfair; obstinate, bad
&€OALog prize ~athlete

&0Atog wretched ~athlete

Gbrov &€6hov prize ~athlete
aitéw ask for ~etiology
GAANOTELOG someone else’s; alien
~alien

GAAOTELOW estrange from
aperéo disregard; (impers.) of
course

&vayxaew force, compel
&vayxaiog coerced, coercing, slavery
Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
&v0poTvog human

dvo (@) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

arontéw demand to have returned
atoAV® loose, free from ~loose
amonnddw jump off, start from
amoTpéyw run away

dmtw set on fire; attach; mid: touch,
seize ~haptic

&pety goodness, excellence

&pTt at the same time

doyotog ancient, from the beginning
~oligarch

éoty inhabitant

&otlg townsman

&otu -cwc (n, 3) town

dite as if; since

Blog life ~biology

Buéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yopéw marry, take as a lover
~bigamy

Yéuo be full of

Yobv at least then

doxtOALog ring
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J1jhog visible, conspicuous
Staxetpon be in a condition
Stavoém have in mind

SLaopd disagreement
SLépyopa pierce, traverse
SLxatocvy justice

Stopdaw see clearly, distinguish
d8pd&w do, accomplish

dpouxog swift; of racing

8p6pog running, racing ground
~hippodrome

etdog -oug (n, 3) appearance, form
~-oid

eixog likely

eite if, whenever; either/or
gxatepog each of two

éxoidwpt hand over ~donate
éxeloe thither

éxxopnile remove; bury a corpse
gloydg small; comp.: less ~light
évapyig visible, clear ~Argentina
€vvoéw consider

gEamatdw trick, cheat ~apatosaurus
émowvéw concur, praise, advise
gnetdbdy when, after

gmieni|g fitting ~icon

gmtndeVw practice, pursue
éotiaotg (@) feasting

goTiaw give a feast

ebdaipwy blessed with a good
genius

ebOoxtéw be esteemed

gpémw drive, meet, follow ~sequel
gpinue (W) send at, let fly; mp: rush
at, spring upon ~jet

0aAdoorog marine, maritime
Ozdopon look at, behold, consider
~theater

Ozo@tAvg beloved by the gods;
loving God

Ovntog mortal ~euthanasia
xo0opdg clean, pure
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xolvwvio association

xTdopat acquire, possess

xdpo -tog (n, 3) wave; embryo
~accumulate

xvvéa -7ig helmet ~hound
xVveog doglike, shameless ~hound
Aoytopog calculation

AwBéopot maltreat

poottyée (1) whip

prte6g reward, wages
pynuovedw remember, remind
poptog (0) 10,000 ~myriad
véoog (f) plague, pestilence
~noisome

oixelog household, familiar, proper
oixetow adopt, adapt

oixéw inhabit ~economics
6Ae0pog ruin, destruction, death
optAio (it) intercourse, company
opotéwm assimilate, liken
~homoerotic

ouoloyéw agree with/to

Ouwg anyway, nevertheless

67t wherever, however

07t60ev whence

opu1 pressure, assault, order
~hormone

66TPE0Y -0D Oyster

00x0DY not so?; and so

obxovy certainly not

ob¢ obatoc (n) ear

méBog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
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passion, condition

ToAatdg old ~paleo
TovTdmoaoty altogether; yes,
certainly

TavTeg by all means

mevio poverty ~osteopenia
TepLPOOp.oL embrace ~physics
métpa rock, cliff, reef ~petrified
7ot whither? how long?

méte when?

mpdaELg -cwc¢ (f) result, business
~practice

npoBupéopar () be eager
mpomnAaxilw bespatter, reproach
TPOG30xXAW expect

TPOGPVB® grab onto, attach oneself
to ~physics

6TEQAVO® crown

ouyYewg inborn, kin to
oVvletog compound

ouvTtp(Bw pulverize

6@4édpa very much

G)O0AY rest, leisure

TelevTdw bring about, finish
~apostle

Toivuy well, then

vmoAapPdve take under one’s
support, seize; speak up; imagine
~epilepsy

@Votg -swg () nature (of a thing)
~physics

@V produce, beget; clasp ~physics
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to kill or destroy her, hardly will that which is appointed to be the destruction
of some other body, destroy a soul or anything else except that of which it
was appointed to be the destruction.

Yes, that can hardly be.

But the soul which cannot be destroyed by an evil, whether inherent or
external, must exist for ever, and if existing for ever, must be immortal?

Certainly.

That is the conclusion, I said; and, if a true conclusion, then the souls must
always be the same, for if none be destroyed they will not diminish in number.
Neither will they increase, for the increase of the immortal natures must come
from something mortal, and all things would thus end in immortality.

Very true.

But this we cannot believe—reason will not allow us—any more than we
can believe the soul, in her truest nature, to be full of variety and difference
and dissimilarity.

What do you mean? he said.

The soul, I said, being, as is now proven, immortal, must be the fairest of
compositions and cannot be compounded of many elements?

Certainly not.

Her immortality is demonstrated by the previous argument, and there are
many other proofs; but to see her as she really is, not as we now behold
her, marred by communion with the body and other miseries, you must
contemplate her with the eye of reason, in her original purity; and then her
beauty will be revealed, and justice and injustice and all the things which we
have described will be manifested more clearly. Thus far, we have spoken
the truth concerning her as she appears at present, but we must remember
also that we have seen her only in a condition which may be compared to
that of the sea-god Glaucus, whose original image can hardly be discerned
because his natural members are broken off and crushed and damaged by
the waves in all sorts of ways, and incrustations have grown over them of
seaweed and shells and stones, so that he is more like some monster than he
is to his own natural form. And the soul which we behold is in a similar
condition, disfigured by ten thousand ills. But not there, Glaucon, not there
must we look.

Where then?
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At her love of wisdom. Let us see whom she affects, and what society and
converse she seeks in virtue of her near kindred with the immortal and eternal
and divine; also how different she would become if wholly following this
superior principle, and borne by a divine impulse out of the ocean in which
she now is, and disengaged from the stones and shells and things of earth
and rock which in wild variety spring up around her because she feeds upon
earth, and is overgrown by the good things of this life as they are termed:
then you would see her as she is, and know whether she have one shape only
or many, or what her nature is. Of her affections and of the forms which she
takes in this present life I think that we have now said enough.

True, he replied.

And thus, I said, we have fulfilled the conditions of the argument; we have
not introduced the rewards and glories of justice, which, as you were saying,
are to be found in Homer and Hesiod; but justice in her own nature has been
shown to be best for the soul in her own nature. Let a man do what is just,
whether he have the ring of Gyges or not, and even if in addition to the ring
of Gyges he put on the helmet of Hades.

Very true.

And now, Glaucon, there will be no harm in further enumerating how many
and how great are the rewards which justice and the other virtues procure to
the soul from gods and men, both in life and after death.

Certainly not, he said.
Will you repay me, then, what you borrowed in the argument?
What did I borrow?

The assumption that the just man should appear unjust and the unjust just:
for you were of opinion that even if the true state of the case could not possibly
escape the eyes of gods and men, still this admission ought to be made for
the sake of the argument, in order that pure justice might be weighed against
pure injustice. Do you remember?

I should be much to blame if I had forgotten.

Then, as the cause is decided, I demand on behalf of justice that the estimation
in which she is held by gods and men and which we acknowledge to be her
due should now be restored to her by us; since she has been shown to confer
reality, and not to deceive those who truly possess her, let what has been
taken from her be given back, that so she may win that palm of appearance
which is hers also, and which she gives to her own.
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The demand, he said, is just.

In the first place, I said—and this is the first thing which you will have to
give back — the nature both of the just and unjust is truly known to the gods.

Granted.

And if they are both known to them, one must be the friend and the other
the enemy of the gods, as we admitted from the beginning?

True.

And the friend of the gods may be supposed to receive from them all things at
their best, excepting only such evil as is the necessary consequence of former
sins?

Certainly.

Then this must be our notion of the just man, that even when he is in poverty
or sickness, or any other seeming misfortune, all things will in the end work
together for good to him in life and death: for the gods have a care of any
one whose desire is to become just and to be like God, as far as man can
attain the divine likeness, by the pursuit of virtue?

Yes, he said; if he is like God he will surely not be neglected by him.
And of the unjust may not the opposite be supposed?

Certainly.

Such, then, are the palms of victory which the gods give the just?
That is my conviction.

And what do they receive of men? Look at things as they really are, and
you will see that the clever unjust are in the case of runners, who run well
from the starting-place to the goal but not back again from the goal: they go
off at a great pace, but in the end only look foolish, slinking away with their
ears draggling on their shoulders, and without a crown; but the true runner
comes to the finish and receives the prize and is crowned. And this is the
way with the just; he who endures to the end of every action and occasion of
his entire life has a good report and carries off the prize which men have to
bestow.

True.

And now you must allow me to repeat of the just the blessings which you
were attributing to the fortunate unjust. I shall say of them, what you were
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saying of the others, that as they grow older, they become rulers in their own
city if they care to be; they marry whom they like and give in marriage to
whom they will; all that you said of the others I now say of these. And, on
the other hand, of the unjust I say that the greater number, even though they
escape in their youth, are found out at last and look foolish at the end of
their course, and when they come to be old and miserable are flouted alike
by stranger and citizen; they are beaten and then come those things
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vocabulary

dyxtotpov fishhook ~ankylosaurus
ayptog wild, savage ~agriculture
&ypotxog field-dwelling, rustic
adixnuo -tog (n, 3) wrong, misdeed
&brov &€brov prize ~athlete
&xptg -6¢ (f) hilltop ~acute
dxpov crest, extremity ~acute
dAxtpog brave; sturdily made
~Alexander

aumyovog helpless, impossible
~mechanism

avoPLow be revivified
&v0pdmivog human

avinue urge, impel; release ~jet
&ve (o) accomplish, pass, waste;
upwards, out to sea

avwbev from above, the beginning
amolopBave receive, recover, take
aside, cut off ~epilepsy
Gdptotepdg left-hand

appovia fastener; agreement
~harmony

G&oéfeto impeity

&t dart, glance

a0Té0L on the spot

a0TOYeLp with one’s own hand
oOyuéw be dirty, squalid
odyog drought

e aor: to sate ~sate

BéBatog steadfast; sure

Béop.at live ~biology

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

YV prpog known (a person)
~gnostic

yoveig -og (m) parent
datpéviog voc: you crazy guy
dexdxtg ten times ~decimal
deopéwm to chain

dtaxeAebopon give orders to,
encourage
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Stohapfave distribute

draprepég right through; all the
time, forever

Oxalew judge

dovAeia slavery

JdoVAeLog of a slave

€Bdopog seventh

Eyxetpan lie wrapped in

eita then, therefore, next

éxBaive come forth, disembark
~basis

ExyAOQ® scoop out; hatch

éx0€pw to skin ~dermatology
éxxaio set on fire

éxtivew pay off; (mp) exact full
payment

€xvog sixth ~hexagon

éxtog outside

Evvopt (D) clothe in (+2 acc) ~vest
évtedlev thence

gEalpvng suddenly

EMLoTPEP® turn towards ~atrophy
Eow into

edepyeoia good deed, public service
~ergonomics

ebdmaleta comfort

nidopot be pleased, enjoy
~hedonism

nAoxdrn distaff, spindle

fio 7pdg (n) that which is agreeable
noépa quietly, gently, slowly
0¢apa -tog (aa, n, 3) sight, spectacle
idtdTNg -ou (m, 1) private; a layman
{pig -doc (f) rainbow

%x&80g jar, urn

xo0dmep exactly as

xo0opdw look down ~panorama
%®&Ahog -cog (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xotoGAA® throw down, cast off
~ballistic

xotopovdve examine, observe
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xatovtixpd (1d) right down from
xoTdpo curse

XOTOOXNVOW set up camp
xe@daAotog main point; chief

xiwv xlovog (i, f) pillar

»¥A&w break, break off ~iconoclast
xUxAEw carry on wheels ~cycle
%xUxAog circle, wheel ~cycle
Astpdv -og (m, 3) meadow ~limnic
Asundrng -tog (f, 3) whiteness
peotog full

METAiTLOG accessory

pvnuy reminder, memorial
poxéopon (0) moo, creak, ring
v®Tov back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

v@®Ttog back of the body; rear of an
army; top of a box

Eav00og yellow

0yd00g eighth ~octopus
63Vpop.on (D) lament ~anodyne
ot eight ~octopus

0@silw owe, should, if only
mowiyvptg -cwg (f) gathering
moavtodarig of every kind, manifold
movtodamog of every kind, manifold
ToPaTANoL0g similar to

méumtog fifth ~pentagon
mepLpéve wait for

mépLE all around

TEPLPEPW carry around

TAOTOG extensive, wide

mowilog ornamented; various
Tmopeio gait, march

7éte when?

453

TPodidmwut betray

TPOEPYOpMOL proceed, come out
TPOGJO%GW expect

TPOGAGU T shine upon
TPOooPePTg similar; useful

TUP& pyre ~pyre

TWTOTE Never

onpoive give orders to; show; mark
~semaphore

oyédw (1) be silent

otéppo -toc (n, 3) headband or
wreath

otouLov aperture; bit

6TPéQW turn, veer ~atrophy
oupmodilw bind, entangle
ouvéyw keep together, constrain
oxfipa -tog (n, 3) form, figure
Teivw stretch, tend ~tense
teléetg unblemished (victim)
Ttpmpia (L) vengeance, punishment
Tévog pitch, stretching

TOPAYVOG tyrant

0YLg sound, profitable ~hygiene
OUVEW recite, commemorate
UTePPaAA® cause to go beyond;
delay ~ballistic

umépvlpog reddish

@op& carrying, burden

@Votg -swg (f) nature (of a thing)
~physics

yéopo -tog (n, 3) chasm, gaping
opening

¥ethog -cog (n, 3) lip

xo®dpa -tog (n, 3) color
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unfit for ears polite, as you truly term them; they will be racked and have
their eyes burned out, as you were saying. And you may suppose that I have
repeated the remainder of your tale of horrors. But will you let me assume,
without reciting them, that these things are true?

Certainly, he said, what you say is true.

These, then, are the prizes and rewards and gifts which are bestowed upon
the just by gods and men in this present life, in addition to the other good
things which justice of herself provides.

Yes, he said; and they are fair and lasting.

And vyet, I said, all these are as nothing either in number or greatness in
comparison with those other recompenses which await both just and unjust
after death. And you ought to hear them, and then both just and unjust will
have received from us a full payment of the debt which the argument owes
to them.

Speak, he said; there are few things which I would more gladly hear.

Well, 1 said, I will tell you a tale; not one of the tales which Odysseus tells to
the hero Alcinous, yet this too is a tale of a hero, Er the son of Armenius, a
Pamphylian by birth. He was slain in battle, and ten days afterwards, when
the bodies of the dead were taken up already in a state of corruption, his body
was found unaffected by decay, and carried away home to be buried. And on
the twelfth day, as he was lying on the funeral pile, he returned to life and told
them what he had seen in the other world. He said that when his soul left
the body he went on a journey with a great company, and that they came to
a mysterious place at which there were two openings in the earth; they were
near together, and over against them were two other openings in the heaven
above. In the intermediate space there were judges seated, who commanded
the just, after they had given judgment on them and had bound their sentences
in front of them, to ascend by the heavenly way on the right hand; and in
like manner the unjust were bidden by them to descend by the lower way on
the left hand; these also bore the symbols of their deeds, but fastened on their
backs. He drew near, and they told him that he was to be the messenger who
would carry the report of the other world to men, and they bade him hear and
see all that was to be heard and seen in that place. Then he beheld and saw
on one side the souls departing at either opening of heaven and earth when
sentence had been given on them; and at the two other openings other souls,
some ascending out of the earth dusty and worn with travel, some descending
out of heaven clean and bright. And arriving ever and anon they seemed to
have come from a long journey, and they went forth with gladness into the
meadow, where they encamped as at a festival; and those who knew one
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another embraced and conversed, the souls which came from earth curiously
enquiring about the things above, and the souls which came from heaven
about the things beneath. And they told one another of what had happened
by the way, those from below weeping and sorrowing at the remembrance
of the things which they had endured and seen in their journey beneath the
earth (now the journey lasted a thousand years), while those from above were
describing heavenly delights and visions of inconceivable beauty. The story,
Glaucon, would take too long to tell; but the sum was this: — He said that for
every wrong which they had done to any one they suffered tenfold; or once
in a hundred years — such being reckoned to be the length of man’s life, and
the penalty being thus paid ten times in a thousand years. If, for example,
there were any who had been the cause of many deaths, or had betrayed or
enslaved cities or armies, or been guilty of any other evil behaviour, for each
and all of their offences they received punishment ten times over, and the
rewards of beneficence and justice and holiness were in the same proportion.
I need hardly repeat what he said concerning young children dying almost
as soon as they were born. Of piety and impiety to gods and parents, and of
murderers, there were retributions other and greater far which he described.
He mentioned that he was present when one of the spirits asked another,
‘Where is Ardiaeus the Great?” (Now this Ardiaeus lived a thousand years
before the time of Er: he had been the tyrant of some city of Pamphylia,
and had murdered his aged father and his elder brother, and was said to
have committed many other abominable crimes.) The answer of the other
spirit was: ‘He comes not hither and will never come. And this,” said he,
‘was one of the dreadful sights which we ourselves witnessed. We were at
the mouth of the cavern, and, having completed all our experiences, were
about to reascend, when of a sudden Ardiaeus appeared and several others,
most of whom were tyrants; and there were also besides the tyrants private
individuals who had been great criminals: they were just, as they fancied,
about to return into the upper world, but the mouth, instead of admitting
them, gave a roar, whenever any of these incurable sinners or some one who
had not been sufficiently punished tried to ascend; and then wild men of fiery
aspect, who were standing by and heard the sound, seized and carried them
off; and Ardiaeus and others they bound head and foot and hand, and threw
them down and flayed them with scourges, and dragged them along the road
at the side, carding them on thorns like wool, and declaring to the passers-by
what were their crimes, and that they were being taken away to be cast into
hell.” And of all the many terrors which they had endured, he said that there
was none like the terror which each of them felt at that moment, lest they
should hear the voice; and when there was silence, one by one they ascended
with exceeding joy. These, said Er, were the penalties and retributions, and
there were blessings as great.
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Now when the spirits which were in the meadow had tarried seven days, on
the eighth they were obliged to proceed on their journey, and, on the fourth
day after, he said that they came to a place where they could see from above a
line of light, straight as a column, extending right through the whole heaven
and through the earth, in colour resembling the rainbow, only brighter and
purer; another day’s journey brought them to the place, and there, in the
midst of the light, they saw the ends of the chains of heaven let down from
above: for this light is the belt of heaven, and holds together the circle of the
universe, like the under-girders of a trireme. From these ends is extended
the spindle of Necessity, on which all the revolutions turn. The shaft and
hook of this spindle are made of steel, and the whorl is made partly of steel
and also partly of other materials. Now the whorl is in form like the whorl
used on earth; and the description of it implied that there is one large hollow
whorl which is quite scooped out, and into this is fitted another lesser one,
and another, and another, and four others, making eight in all, like vessels
which fit into one another; the whorls show their edges on the upper side, and
on their lower side all together form one continuous whorl. This is pierced
by the spindle, which is driven home through the centre of the eighth. The
first and outermost whorl has the rim broadest, and the seven inner whorls
are narrower, in the following proportions— the sixth is next to the first in
size, the fourth next to the sixth; then comes the eighth; the seventh is fifth,
the fifth is sixth, the third is seventh, last and eighth comes the second. The
largest [or fixed stars] is spangled, and the seventh [or sun] is brightest; the
eighth [or moon] coloured by the reflected light of the seventh; the second
and fifth [Saturn and Mercury] are in colour like one another, and yellower
than the preceding; the third [Venus] has the whitest light; the fourth [Mars]
is reddish; the sixth [Jupiter] is in whiteness second. Now the whole spindle
has the same motion; but, as the whole revolves in one direction, the seven
inner circles move slowly in the other, and of these the swiftest is the eighth;
next in swiftness are the seventh, sixth, and fifth, which move together; third
in swiftness appeared to move according to the law of this reversed motion
the fourth; the third appeared fourth and the second fifth. The spindle turns
on the knees of Necessity; and on the upper surface of each circle is a siren,
who goes round with them, hymning a single tone or note. The eight together
form one harmony; and round about, at equal intervals, there is another band,
three in number, each sitting upon her throne: these are the Fates, daughters
of Necessity, who are clothed in white robes and have chaplets upon their
heads, Lachesis and Clotho and Atropos, who accompany with their voices
the harmony of the sirens — Lachesis singing of the past, Clotho of the present,
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vocabulary

ayyetov vessel

GYYEMA® carry a message, announce
~angel

&ywvia contest; agony

G&etdg eagle ~avis

andev -6vog (f, 3) nightingale
&0A€wm toil ~athlete

&OAYTHg debAnTol (m, 1) athlete,
contestant ~athlete

&OBvpéw (D) be disheartened
atpeotg -cwg () choice, plan
aittdopot blame ~etiology
&AMotog of another kind ~alien
aueMéw disregard; (impers.) of
course

avaitiog blameless ~etiology
avooyilop.at reckon
&véxmAnxtog undaunted
avfixeoTog not to be cured, soothed,
appeased

av0pomvog human
aroPMémow stare at, adore
&obOéveta weakness

&ze as if; since

Grpéde (1) insult, dishonor
dttw dart, glance

appoovvy folly ~frenzy

G aor: to sate ~sate

BAina -tog (n, 3) step, pace
BiBotdoxw eat, eat up, devour
~voracious

Btéw live; (mp) make a living
~biology

Yelotog laughable; joking
YeAwToTOoLog clown, clownish
yuvatxelog of women ~queen
dtaytyvooxe discern, decide
~gnostic

dtonpéw divide, distinguish,
distribute

dtaeimw leave a gap, space apart

ITOAITEIA 10

StaAAdoow exchange; differ;
reconcile

oreEgpyopont go through

otiotnut stand apart ~stand

divn (1) whirlpool, eddy

36xpog trustworthy; excellent
£00g £6coc (n, 3) custom, habit
~ethology

eixootlg twentieth

Exatépmoe to either side, both ways
éxeloe thither

gupévo stay put, be faithful, fixed
gumimro fall into; attack ~petal
Evelput be in ~ion

€v0évde hence

gEamivng suddenly

éEevpioxw find; discover ~eureka
émdpopy inroad, raid

EmixA 0w assign to, destine
gmixTnTog acquired as well
gmthavOdvew mp: forget ~Lethe
gmotiuowy skillful, clever ~station
EoTépa evening, west

Eow into

edYEveta nobility, excellence
eddatpovéw be lucky, happy
e0daipwy blessed with a good
genius

épamtw fasten upon ~haptic
gx0pn hate

{@®ov being, animal; picture
fiuepog gentle; (animals)
domesticated

Oawvpdorog wonderful

idtdTNg -ou (m, 1) private; a layman
®&AAog -og (n, 3) beauty
~kaleidoscope

xatotdéopot feel shame, reverence
xatotdo understand

xadpa -tog (n, 3) heat ~caustic
xepdvvout (D) mix ~crater
xANedw cast lots, assign
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%xVxvog swan ~Cygnus

%VPEW come upon, come up against;
obtain

%P6 (D) confirm, sanction
AoyyxGve be allotted; (esp. Acha-
forms) allot; receive

Ao grip, pin?

Acio booty

Actog smooth

My cease, (+gen+ppl) cause to
cease ~lax

Aw@dw stop, find respite from
péadnpo -tog (n, 3) lesson,
knowledge

peipopon receive as a portion
~Moira

1ecow be in the middle
petafBaAde alter, transform
petofoly change, exchange
petodopfave share in; swap
picog -og (n, 3) hate

pviun reminder, memorial

wéyrg with difficulty, barely
povotxy art, music

povotxdg musical, aesthetic

voéoog () plague, pestilence
~noisome

o0paGvLog heavenly

méafog -oug (n, 3) an experience,
passion, condition

Tavtoyod everywhere; completely
mavrodamig of every kind, manifold
covtodanog of every kind, manifold
Topadetypa -to¢ (n, 3) model,
precedent

TopaueAém not pay attention to
Tevia poverty ~osteopenia
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Tepletpt be superior to; be left over;
still exist

meplodog picket, circuit

7i0nxog monkey

760y from where?

Toin grass

Topeio gait, march

76te when?

TPOYOVOG elder, ancestor ~genus
TPOG30xXAW expect

mpooinut be allowed near
Ttwyela being a beggar

oetopdg shaking

oxémropat look, look at, watch
~skeptic

oxNviwe camp

ouAAoyilopat count up; infer;
recapitulate

ocupméume send with ~pomp
cuvifeta intimacy; habit
ouvtiOnut hearken, mark ~thesis
OYOMAY rest, leisure

teAevTy] conclusion, fulfilment
~apostle

TeXVInog skillful

Tpabg (&) rough ~trachea
Topavvig -dog () tyranny
uyieta health

0YLg sound, profitable ~hygiene
UTePPRaAA® cause to go beyond;
delay ~ballistic

@LAoc0@Ew philosophize, study
ouhotio (1) ambition

QuYdg -dog (m, 3) exile, refugee
~fugitive

xonotog useful; brave, worthy
®ooVTLS in the same way
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Atropos of the future; Clotho from time to time assisting with a touch of
her right hand the revolution of the outer circle of the whorl or spindle, and
Atropos with her left hand touching and guiding the inner ones, and Lachesis
laying hold of either in turn, first with one hand and then with the other.

When Er and the spirits arrived, their duty was to go at once to Lachesis; but
first of all there came a prophet who arranged them in order; then he took
from the knees of Lachesis lots and samples of lives, and having mounted a
high pulpit, spoke as follows: ‘Hear the word of Lachesis, the daughter of
Necessity. Mortal souls, behold a new cycle of life and mortality. Your genius
will not be allotted to you, but you will choose your genius; and let him
who draws the first lot have the first choice, and the life which he chooses
shall be his destiny. Virtue is free, and as a man honours or dishonours her
he will have more or less of her; the responsibility is with the chooser —
God is justified.” When the Interpreter had thus spoken he scattered lots
indifferently among them all, and each of them took up the lot which fell
near him, all but Er himself (he was not allowed), and each as he took his lot
perceived the number which he had obtained. Then the Interpreter placed
on the ground before them the samples of lives; and there were many more
lives than the souls present, and they were of all sorts. There were lives
of every animal and of man in every condition. And there were tyrannies
among them, some lasting out the tyrant’s life, others which broke off in the
middle and came to an end in poverty and exile and beggary; and there were
lives of famous men, some who were famous for their form and beauty as
well as for their strength and success in games, or, again, for their birth and
the qualities of their ancestors; and some who were the reverse of famous
for the opposite qualities. And of women likewise; there was not, however,
any definite character in them, because the soul, when choosing a new life,
must of necessity become different. But there was every other quality, and the
all mingled with one another, and also with elements of wealth and poverty,
and disease and health; and there were mean states also. And here, my dear
Glaucon, is the supreme peril of our human state; and therefore the utmost
care should be taken. Let each one of us leave every other kind of knowledge
and seek and follow one thing only, if peradventure he may be able to learn
and may find some one who will make him able to learn and discern between
good and evil, and so to choose always and everywhere the better life as he has
opportunity. He should consider the bearing of all these things which have
been mentioned severally and collectively upon virtue; he should know what
the effect of beauty is when combined with poverty or wealth in a particular
soul, and what are the good and evil consequences of noble and humble
birth, of private and public station, of strength and weakness, of cleverness
and dullness, and of all the natural and acquired gifts of the soul, and the
operation of them when conjoined; he will then look at the nature of the soul,
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and from the consideration of all these qualities he will be able to determine
which is the better and which is the worse; and so he will choose, giving the
name of evil to the life which will make his soul more unjust, and good to
the life which will make his soul more just; all else he will disregard. For we
have seen and know that this is the best choice both in life and after death. A
man must take with him into the world below an adamantine faith in truth
and right, that there too he may be undazzled by the desire of wealth or the
other allurements of evil, lest, coming upon tyrannies and similar villainies,
he do irremediable wrongs to others and suffer yet worse himself; but let him
know how to choose the mean and avoid the extremes on either side, as far
as possible, not only in this life but in all that which is to come. For this is
the way of happiness.

And according to the report of the messenger from the other world this was
what the prophet said at the time: ‘Even for the last comer, if he chooses
wisely and will live diligently, there is appointed a happy and not undesirable
existence. Let not him who chooses first be careless, and let not the last
despair.” And when he had spoken, he who had the first choice came forward
and in a moment chose the greatest tyranny; his mind having been darkened
by folly and sensuality, he had not thought out the whole matter before he
chose, and did not at first sight perceive that he was fated, among other
evils, to devour his own children. But when he had time to reflect, and saw
what was in the lot, he began to beat his breast and lament over his choice,
forgetting the proclamation of the prophet; for, instead of throwing the blame
of his misfortune on himself, he accused chance and the gods, and everything
rather than himself. Now he was one of those who came from heaven, and
in a former life had dwelt in a well-ordered State, but his virtue was a matter
of habit only, and he had no philosophy. And it was true of others who
were similarly overtaken, that the greater number of them came from heaven
and therefore they had never been schooled by trial, whereas the pilgrims
who came from earth having themselves suffered and seen others suffer, were
not in a hurry to choose. And owing to this inexperience of theirs, and also
because the lot was a chance, many of the souls exchanged a good destiny for
an evil or an evil for a good. For if a man had always on his arrival in this
world dedicated himself from the first to sound philosophy, and had been
moderately fortunate in the number of the lot, he might, as the messenger
reported, be happy here, and also his journey to another life and return to
this, instead of being rough and underground, would be smooth and heavenly.
Most curious, he said, was the spectacle—sad and laughable and strange; for
the choice of the souls was in most cases based on their experience of a
previous life. There he saw the soul which had once been Orpheus choosing
the life of a swan out of enmity to the race of women, hating to be born of
a woman because they had been his murderers; he beheld also the soul of
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Thamyras choosing the life of a nightingale; birds, on the other hand, like
the swan and other musicians, wanting to be men. The soul which obtained
the twentieth lot chose the life of a lion, and this was the soul of Ajax the
son of Telamon, who would not be a man, remembering the injustice which
was done him in the judgment about the arms. The next was Agamemnon,
who took the life of an eagle, because, like Ajax, he hated human nature by
reason of his sufferings. About the middle came the lot of Atalanta; she,
seeing the great fame of an athlete, was unable to resist the temptation: and
after her there followed the soul of Epeus the son of Panopeus passing into
the nature of a woman cunning in the arts; and far away among the last who
chose, the soul of the jester Thersites was putting on the form of a monkey.
There came also the soul of Odysseus having yet to make a choice, and his lot
happened to be the last of them all. Now the recollection of former toils had
disenchanted him of ambition, and he went about for a considerable time in
search of the life of a private man who had no cares; he had some difficulty
in finding this, which was lying about and had been neglected by everybody
else; and when he saw it, he said that he would have done the same had
his lot been first instead of last, and that he was delighted to have it. And
not only did men pass into animals, but I must also mention that there were
animals tame and wild who changed into one another and into corresponding
human natures— the good into the gentle and the evil into the savage, in all
sorts of combinations.

All the souls had now chosen their lives, and they went in the order of their
choice to Lachesis, who sent with them the genius whom they had severally
chosen, to be the guardian of their lives and the fulfiller of the choice: this
genius led the souls first to Clotho, and drew them within the revolution of
the spindle impelled by her hand, thus ratifying the destiny of each; and
then, when they were fastened to this, carried them to Atropos, who spun
the threads and made them irreversible, whence without turning round they
passed beneath the throne of Necessity; and when they had all passed, they
marched on in a scorching heat to the plain of Forgetfulness, which was a
barren waste destitute of trees and verdure; and then towards evening they
encamped by the river of Unmindfulness, whose water no vessel can hold; of
this they were all obliged to drink a certain quantity, and those who were not
saved by wisdom drank more than was necessary; and each one as he drank
forgot all things. Now after they had gone to rest, about the middle of the
night there was a thunderstorm and earthquake, and then in an instant they
were driven
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vocabulary
&brov &€6ov prize ~athlete

avofAéntw look up; gain sight, open

one’s eyes

Gvéyw raise; mid: endure, submit
v (o) accomplish, pass, waste;

upwards, out to sea
doow dart, glance
aotip -épog (m) star
&tTow dart, glance

otaPaive pass over, cross ~basis

oLépyopan pierce, traverse
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Sxatocvy) justice

€v0ade here, hither
gEaivng suddenly
gnetddy when, after
gmitndedw practice, pursue
Ewbev at first light

xwAO (D) hinder, prevent
ptolve stain ~miasma
67y wherever, however
mopela gait, march
TPOG30x%AwW expect

TUP& pyre ~pyre
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upwards in all manner of ways to their birth, like stars shooting. He himself
was hindered from drinking the water. But in what manner or by what means
he returned to the body he could not say; only, in the morning, awaking
suddenly, he found himself lying on the pyre.

And thus, Glaucon, the tale has been saved and has not perished, and will save
us if we are obedient to the word spoken; and we shall pass safely over the
river of Forgetfulness and our soul will not be defiled. Wherefore my counsel
is, that we hold fast ever to the heavenly way and follow after justice and
virtue always, considering that the soul is immortal and able to endure every
sort of good and every sort of evil. Thus shall we live dear to one another
and to the gods, both while remaining here and when, like conquerors in the
games who go round to gather gifts, we receive our reward. And it shall be
well with us both in this life and in the pilgrimage of a thousand years which
we have been



